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Tovil Site - Odour Management Plan -Revised August 2009 
 
The waste at this site is 30 years old and so has already degraded somewhat, which will reduce its 
odour potential.  The aim of this management plan will be to reduce the amount of odour reduced 
to levels that will not cause nuisance or annoyance to the local receptors.   
 
Plan T1 show the location of the sensitive receptors, and they are further listed below: 
 
The Farleigh Hill houses have a wall, fence or trees between the site and the houses, which will 
help to reduce the odour nuisance to the houses. 
 
The houses to the north east of the site are down in a valley and this will help to reduce the odour 
nuisance to these houses. 
 
The Bishop site to the south east of the site is currently empty.   
 
The other businesses to the north east of the site are located approximately 400m away and are 
also at a lower elevation than our site and the boundary is tree lined so this should reduce the 
Odour nuisance to these sites. 
 
Odour Problems will be managed largely by good housekeeping and management procedures. 
 
1) All employees will be made aware of this management plan and will adhere to it. 
 
2) The mobile screen plant will be positioned in such a way as to minimise the odours as much as 
possible.  The topography of the site allows the screen to be sited in a valley which should reduce 
the potential effects of any odours produced.     
 
3) Excavation of the wastes will be carried out by an excavator, then placed in a dump truck and 
taken to the screen.  Only the amount of waste which can be processed through  the screen will be 
excavated at a time.  Unscreened waste will only be stockpiled on a temporary basis as practical 
working conditions allow.    
 
4)  Odour monitoring will be carried out each day the site is being operated, using a “sniff” test.  
The “sniff” test will be carried out by walking the boundary of the site next to the houses at 
Farleigh Hill, along the edge of the site, past the houses in the valley bottom and along to the 
boundary by the “Garage Doors” business.  An assessment will be made of the “Bishop’s” Site to 
the south of the site, however this site is not operational at present and is not occupied.  While the 
“sniff test is being carried out the person doing this will also listen for noise,  visually check for 
droplets, mist, fumes, particulates and dusts.  A record will be made of each boundary check. 
 
The initial “sniff” test will be carried out prior to the days commencement of work.  Another 
“Sniff” test will be carried out during the day, by someone who is fresh onto the site and so will 
not be de-sensitised to the odours on site and another odour test will be carried out at the end of 
the day when work has finished.  Each survey will be recorded and any odour, noise, dust or 
particulates will be noted, where they are and an indication of the level of pollutant. 
 
5) If the “sniff” test should pick up any odours then an assessment will be made as to where the 
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odour is being generated, i.e. is it from our site, if so, from the excavations, the screening process 
or the stockpiles, and  whether these levels of odours will be a nuisance to the local receptors, this 
will be largely dependent on wind direction.  If no local population are likely to be affected then 
work can continue. 
 
6) Should the person monitoring the odours detect high levels of odours coming from the site, 
which are likely to cause annoyance to the local population then the following actions may be 
taken as deemed necessary by the person in charge of the site. 
 
 
If the site assessment indicate that odour levels are too high and that the wind is blowing the 
odours towards the sensitive receptors, ie that is if the wind is blowing from the south west, then 
an odour suppressant system will be used. 
 
The odour suppressant system will be available on site at all times.  It will be positioned near the 
entrance by the site office.  This is a mobile device and can be moved around the site to where it 
is needed.  The chemical is sprayed on to the excavation or stockpile and this neutralises the 
odours, and therefore should allow work to continue.    
 
If the odour suppressant system should fail for any reason or  if the odours continue and are likely 
to be a nuisance to the receptors then it may be necessary to:  
 
a) Cover all wastes and excavations likely to be the source of  the odours. 
 
b) process any waste which has been excavated immediately so that the waste can be segregated 
and stockpiled, sheeted or contained as necessary. 
 
c) In extreme cases it may be necessary to stop work until the wind direction changes, or 
conditions change so that the odour will no-longer cause annoyance. 
 
7) Should we receive any complaints about odour these will be recorded and acted upon. 
 
 
 In summary the prevailing wind direction is from the south west to the north east thus odours 
produced on site will mainly be bourne towards the houses to the north east of the site.   Should 
the “sniff” test show that these houses are likely to be affected by the odour then the above 
measures including operating the odour suppressant system will be used. 


