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NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY 

Introduction 

This document provides the supporting information for an application for a waste recovery permit for Tovil 

Quarry, land off Farleigh Hill, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 6RQ. The site has been granted planning permission 

by Maidstone Borough Council for the development and construction of 272 No. house and associated 

infrastructure. In order to develop the site, works need to be undertaken to raise and lower the profile of the 

site in order to reach the development platform required.  It is proposed that this work be undertaken with a 

combination of waste and non-waste material.  

Activity Description 

The site was originally quarried for limestone, locally referred to as ragstone, from the Hythe Beds of the 

Lower Greensand. Following quarrying, the site was used as a landfill for general and domestic waste in the 

1970’s.  More recently, the landfilled waste has been excavated and screened with any non-inert waste 

being removed from site and the inert materials (mainly soil, ragstone and quarry waste hassock) being 

stockpiled for use as fill materials for the excavated valleys on the site which need to be reprofiled and 

recontoured for future development. This will be done as a waste recovery activity.  In addition to this, some 

of the oversize material will require treatment prior to deposit, this material will be screened to remove 

oversize and the oversize crushed prior to deposit for recovery. 

Site Operations 

In order to progress the development, reprofiling and recontouring of the excavated workings is required.  In 

total, approximately 56,722 m3 of waste will be used to reprofile and recontour the site in order to achieve 

the desired development platforms. The materials to be used are those from the screening of the deposited 

waste and quarry waste from the historic quarrying activities carried out at the site (predominantly the latter).  

These materials are already on site. There is an overall deficit of material on site, therefore, non-waste 

material will be imported to meet this deficit. 

The waste types will be limited to inert waste already present on the site; no further waste materials will be 

imported. The waste will be moved around site by tipper and deposited in the required location.  The waste 

will then be levelled using a bulldozer to the required depth and compacted with a suitable roller. The 

levelling will be undertaken in layers until the required development platform is reached. 

Hours of operation will be limited to 7:30am – 6pm Monday to Friday, and 7:30am – 1pm on Saturday.  

Management Systems 

An environmental management system (EMS) will be developed by the groundworks contractor prior to 

undertaking operations at the site.  The EMS will contain a set of procedures describing what will be done to 

minimise the risk of pollution from the activities covered by the permit. It will contain the following: 

• Waste acceptance procedures; 

• Accident management plan; and  

• Fugitive emissions management including dealing with incidents and non-conformances 

 

A technically competent person will be appointed to manage the site operations. 

Permit Application 

A full description of all operations is provided within the application. Application forms can be found in 

Appendix A. Site plans and layouts can be found in Appendix B. 
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An environmental risk assessment (ERA) (Appendix C) has been carried out to assess the potential impacts 

of odour, noise and vibration, fugitive emissions, visible plumes, and accidents ranges. These impacts have 

been assessed and range from ‘not significant’ to ‘low’. 

A full description of the condition of the site at the time of this application is provided in the Environmental 

Setting and Site Design (ESSD) (Appendix D), which provides a coherent record of the site and its baseline 

conditions at the time of permitting.  

An environmental management system (EMS) will be developed for the site, which will cover the elements 

required by the Environmental Permit; this includes details of the site operations, maintenance procedures, 

accident and incident management; non-conformances and complaints procedures; staff training and 

records management. Waste Acceptance procedures are included as Appendix E. 

In summary the proposed facility has been designed and is operated to ensure that significant impacts to the 

environment and human health do not arise as a result of its operation. 

 


