
IAN PICK ASSOCIATES LTD. 
SPECIALIST AGRICULTURAL AND RURAL PLANNING CONSULTANTS  

 

 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT   
 
 

PROPOSED ERECTION OF A PIG FINISHING UNIT  
AT RAVEN HILL FARM, KILHAM, DRIFFIELD  

 
S J SAVILE AND SONS  

 
 

JUNE 2020 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    Report Prepared By: Ian Pick BSc (Hons) MRICS  
       Ian Pick Associates Limited  
       Station Farm Offices  
       Wansford Road 
       Nafferton 
       Driffield  
       East Yorkshire  
       YO25 8NJ   
 
       Tel: 01377 253363  
       mail@ianpick.co.uk 
 



IAN PICK ASSOCIATES LTD. 
SPECIALIST AGRICULTURAL AND RURAL PLANNING CONSULTANTS  

 

 2 

CONTENTS  
 
Chapter         Page No.  
 
1.  INTRODUCTION      3 
 
2.  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 4  
 
3.  DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT   9 
 
4.  ALTERNATIVE SITES     11 
 
5.  PLANNING AND POLICY FRAMEWORK 12 
 
6.  POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL AFFECTS 15 
 
7.  FLOOD RISK, DRAINAGE AND GROUND 
  WATER PROTECTION     16 
 
8.  LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT  19 
 
9.  WASTE MANAGEMENT     21 
 
10.   HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION  24    
 
 
  NON TECHNICAL SUMMARY    27 
 
 
 
APPENDICES 
 
APPENDIX 1  LOCATION PLAN   
APPENDIX 2  HYDROLOGICAL RISK ASSESSMENT  
APPENDIX 3  LVIA  
APPENDIX 4  MANURE MANAGEMENT PLAN   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IAN PICK ASSOCIATES LTD. 
SPECIALIST AGRICULTURAL AND RURAL PLANNING CONSULTANTS  

 

 3 

CHAPTER 1  
 
1. INTRODUCTION  
 
1.1 This Environmental Statement has been commissioned by S J Savile and Sons 

of Raven Hill Farm, Kilham, Driffield, YO25 4EG.  
 
1.2 The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 

Regulations 2017 provide for the submission of an Environmental Statement 
for certain types of development. The regulations prescribe the types of 
development for which EIA is mandatory (Schedule 1 Development). 
Regulation 17b provides for mandatory EIA with all proposals which exceed 
3000 production places for pigs (over 30kg).  

 
1.3 This report has been prepared by Ian Pick. Ian Pick is a specialist agricultural 

and rural planning consultant. He holds a Bachelor of Science with Honours 
Degree in Rural Enterprise and Land Management and is a Professional 
Member of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, being qualified in the 
Rural Practice Division of the Institution.  

 
1.4 Ian Pick has 22 years experience specialising in agricultural and rural planning 

whilst employed by MAFF, ADAS, Acorus and most recently, Ian Pick 
Associates Limited.  

 
1.5 Copies of this Environmental Statement are available from the agents, Ian Pick 

Associates Ltd at a cost £50 for a paper copy and £10 for a CD copy.  
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CHAPTER 2  
 
2. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT  
 
 Regulatory Context 
 
2.1 The requirement of Environmental Impact Assessment are provided within the 

Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 
2017. These are referred to as the EIA regulations within this document. The 
EIA regulations require that any development which is listed in Schedule 1 be 
subject to EIA.  

 
2.2 The proposed development falls within the definition of Section 17 of 

Schedule 1, ‘Installations for the intensive rearing of poultry or pigs’ as it 
exceeds the threshold of 3000 production pigs over 30kg as defined in Section 
17 part (b).  

 
 Screening  
 
2.3 The process of determination whether a proposed development requires an 

EIA is called ‘screening’. The EIA Regulations permit for a developer to 
request a screening opinion from the Local Planning Authority (LPA) to 
determine whether the EIA process should be followed. Given the nature and 
scale of the development, the proposal automatically falls within the context of 
Section 17 of Schedule 1, therefore a screening opinion was not necessary as 
EIA is automatically triggered because the proposal exceeds the threshold set 
in Schedule 1, Section 17 (b).   

 
Scoping  

 
2.4 This Environmental Impact Assessment provides the following scope of 

assessment.  
 

• Flood Risk, Drainage and Groundwater Protection  
• Landscape and Visual Impacts 
• Waste Management  
• Highways and Transportation Issues  

 
 Subjects Scoped Out  
  
 Ecology & Nature Conservation  
 
2.5 Ecology and nature conservation has been scoped out of the Environmental 

Statement. The proposal is for an extension to an existing piggery, and the 
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application site is an intensively farmed arable field, as shown in the 
photograph below.  

 

 
 
2.6 The development footprint is wholly contained within the existing arable field. 

There are no ponds within 500m and no hedgerow or trees are affected by the 
development.  

 
 Ammonia Deposition  
 
2.7 There are no Ancient Woodlands or Local Wildlife Sites within 2km, no 

SSSIs within 5km and no SAC, SPA, Ramsar Sites within 10km. As a result, 
the development screens out due to distance from the receptors and ammonia 
does not need to be considered.  

 
 Residential Amenity  
 
2.8 The proposed development involves the expansion of an intensive livestock 

unit on the site. Intensive livestock units can have the potential to create 
adverse impacts on residential amenity through odour and noise generation.  
The acceptability of the proposed location of an intensive livestock unit from a 
residential amenity prospective is the generally based on the separation 
distance from the nearest neighbour. The Environment Agency offer guidance 
on this issue within the Environmental Permitting process, and the EA require 
noise and odour impact assessment as part of an Environmental Permit 
application if there are sensitive receptors within 400m of a proposed intensive 
livestock unit. In this instance, the application site is more than 1000m (1km) 
from the closest neighbour, and as such, the development is automatically 
deemed acceptable in terms of noise and odour issues due to the separation 
distances involved.  
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2.9 In order to operate, any pig unit with more than 2,000 pigs greater than 30kg is 

required by law to hold an Environmental Permit which is administered by the 
Environment Agency. The permit must take into account the whole 
environmental performance of the plant, covering e.g. emissions to air, water 
and land, generation of waste, use of raw materials, energy efficiency, noise, 
prevention of accidents, and restoration of the site upon closure. The 

   purpose of the Directive is to ensure a high level of protection of the 
environment taken as a whole. The piggery at Raven Hill Farm currently holds 
an Environmental Permit, and an application to the Environment Agency to 
vary the EP is currently being prepared.  

 
 Assessment and Reporting Methodology  
  
2.10 Following identification of environmental effects, technical assessments were 

carried out in order to predict potential effects associated with the 
development and where necessary proposed measures to mitigate the effects. 
These assessments are contained within the Environmental Statement.  

 
 The Environmental Statement  
 
2.11 The Environmental Statement has been prepared to accompany an application 

for planning permission for the erection of an extension to an existing pig 
rearing and finishing unit at Raven Hill Farm to provide 4,000 pig finishing 
places. The application has been submitted to East Riding of Yorkshire 
Council under the terms of the Town and County Planning Act 1990.  

 
2.12  The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 

Regulations 2017, Schedule 4, requires that an Environmental Statement 
should include at least the following information:  
• A description of the development including:  

o A description of the location of the development  
o A description of the main characteristics of the whole development 

and the land use requirements during the construction and 
operational phases.  

o  A description of the main characteristics of the operational phase 
of the development (in particular any production process) 

o An estimate by type and quantity, of expected residues and 
emissions.  

• A description of the reasonable alternatives studied by the developer which 
are relevant to the proposed project and its specific characteristics, and an 
indication of the main reason for selecting the chosen option.  

• A description of the current state of the environment (baseline scenario)  
• A description of the factors likely to be significantly affected by the 

development.  
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• A description of the likely significant effects of the development on the 
environment resulting from 

o The construction and existence of the development  
o The use of natural resources, in particular land, soil, water and 

biodiversity.  
o The emission of pollutants, noise, vibration, light, heat and 

radiation, the creation of nuisances, and the disposal and recovery 
of waste.  

o The risks to human health, cultural heritage or the environment 
o The accumulation of effects with other existing and / or approved 

projects.  
o The impact of the project on the climate and and vulnerability of 

the project to climate change 
o The technologies and substances used 

• A description of the forecasting methods or evidence used to identify and 
assess the significant effects on the environment including any difficulties 
encountered compiling the required information.  

• A description of the measures envisaged to avoid, prevent, reduce or, if 
possible offset any identified significant adverse effects on the 
environment. That description should explain the extent to which 
significant adverse effects on the environment are avoided, prevented, 
reduced or offset, and should cover both the construction and operational 
phases.  

• A description of the expected significant adverse effects of the 
development on the environment deriving from the vulnerability of the 
development to risks of major accidents and / or disasters which are 
relevant to the project concerned. Where appropriate, this description 
should include measures envisaged to prevent or mitigate the significant 
adverse effects of such events on the environment and details of the 
preparedness for and proposed response to such emergencies.   

• A non-technical summary of the above.  
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Contributors to the Environmental Statement  
 
2.13 The team of consultants involved in the EIA are listed in table 2.1 below. Each 

was selected for their technical services and expertise in their respective fields.  
 

Table 2.1  
Chapter Consultants  
1. Introduction  Ian Pick Associates Ltd 
2. EIA Process  Ian Pick Associates Ltd 
3. Description of Development Ian Pick Associates Ltd 
4. Alternatives  Ian Pick Associates Ltd 
5. Planning Policy Context Ian Pick Associates Ltd 
6. Potential Environment Effects Ian Pick Associates Ltd 
7. Flood Risk, Drainage and 
Groundwater Protection  

Ian Pick Associates Ltd, JH 
Groundwater 

8. Landscape and Visual Impacts  LVIA Ltd 
9. Waste Management    Greenwold (Yorks) Ltd  
10. Highways and Transportation  Ian Pick Associates Ltd.  
  
  
Non Technical Summary  Ian Pick Associates Ltd.  
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CHAPTER 3  
 
3. DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT   
 
3.1 The proposed development seeks planning consent for the erection of a pig 

finishing unit. The proposal relates to an extension to an existing piggery, 
together with 8 No feed bins and a water tank.  A location plan is shown at 
Appendix 1.  

 
3.2 The proposed extension extend to 58.04m x 55.56m with an eaves height of 

3.32m and a ridge height of 6.427m and will provide 4000 additional pig 
finishing places.  

 
3.3 The proposed extension is purpose built pig finishing accommodation and will 

be constructed from an internal timber frame. The wall cladding will be 
concrete blockwork, with GRP flextone sheeting above. The roof material will 
be fibre cement sheeting in natural grey. The materials will match the existing 
building which is being extended.  

 
3.4 The proposed development will have perforated floors, with slurry storage 

located within a sealed concrete tank underneath the building.  
 
3.5 The buildings will be fitted with high velocity roof mounted ventilation fans 

with side inlet vents. Internal equipment includes automatic auger fed feeders 
and nipple drinkers.  

 
Pig Production Process  

 
3.6 The use of the proposed development will be for finishing of pigs. The 

proposed extension will accommodate 4,000 finishing pig places for pigs of 
40kg through to 110kg.   

 
3.7 The proposed development will be supplied with 40kg store pigs from JSR pig 

units in the locality.  The pigs will be housed within the building for 
approximately 11 weeks until they reach finished weight of 110kg. The 
development will operate on an all in all out system, with 3 batches of pigs per 
annum.  

 
3.8 The development is controlled by the Environment Agency through the 

Environmental Permitting regime.  
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Characteristics and Production Processes  
 
3.9 The proposed development will operate as a pig finishing unit, with pigs 

accommodated from 40kg through to 110kg. The total capacity of the building 
is for 4000 finishing pigs.    

 
Expected Residues and Emissions  

 
3.10 Expected residues and emissions associated with the proposed development 

are limited to slurry production, odour, noise (linked to animals and 
ventilation fans). Detailed analysis of these expected residues in terms of type 
and quantities, is shown within the assessment section of this ES.  

 
Forecasting Methods   

 
3.11 The forecasting methods used within this assessment are detailed within the 

individual chapters and assessments.   
  

• Landscape and Visual Impacts are assessed using GLVIA3.  
• Noise is forecast using BS4142:2014.  
• The Site Specific Flood Risk Assessment is based on the Guidance within 

paragraph 163 of the NPPF, and footnote 50. 
• Highways and Transportation issues are assessed based on paragraph 109 of 

the NPPF.  

Assessment of Significance of Environmental Effects  
 
3.12 In terms of the potential environmental effects, these have been assessed in 

accordance with the significance criterion outlined below. The assessment of 
significance within each subject chapter of the Environmental Statement has 
been informed corresponding technical assessment within the Appendices.  

 
 None   The development will not produce any effects beyond those 

  which may be experienced within the current farming  
  regime.  

 
 Low  There will be an effect, however this will be localised and 

  will not impact on environmental and other features to  
  their detriment when relating to existing uses (e.g.  
  distance too far)  

 
 Medium  There will be an effect which will impact on environmental 

  features, but not significantly.  
 
 High  A significant effect.  
 
 Positive  Has a benefit.  
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CHAPTER 4  
 
4. CHOICE OF LOCATION / ALTERNATIVE SITES  
 
4.1 The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 

(England and Wales) Regulations 2011 require an Environmental Statement to 
cover alternatives studied by the applicants.  

 
4.2 This proposal is one of an extension to an existing pig farming enterprise. As a 

result, alternative locations have not been considered.  
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CHAPTER 5.  
 
5. PLANNING AND POLICY FRAMEWORK  
 
 Introduction  
 
5.1 This chapter identifies planning policy relevant to the proposed development 

and the application site, together with an assessment of the development 
proposal against the planning policy and guidance.  

 
5.2 The proposed development has been prepared having regard to national and 

local policy and guidance.  
 
 National Planning Policy Framework  

5.3 The National Planning Policy Framework confirms that the purpose of the 
planning system is to contribute towards the achievement of sustainable 
development. Paragraph 8 of the NPPF states “There are three dimensions to 
sustainable development: economic, social and environmental. These 
dimensions give rise to the need for the planning system to perform a number 
of roles:  

●  an economic role – contributing to building a strong, responsive and 
competitive economy, by ensuring that sufficient land of the right type is 
available in the right places and at the right time to support growth and 
innovation; and by identifying and coordinating development requirements, 
including the provision of infrastructure;  

●  a social role – supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by 
providing the supply of housing required to meet the needs of present and 
future generations; and by creating a high quality built environment, with 
accessible local services that reflect the community’s needs and support its 
health, social and cultural well-being; and  

●  an environmental role – contributing to protecting and enhancing our 
natural, built and historic environment; and, as part of this, helping to improve 
biodiversity, use natural resources prudently, minimise waste and pollution, 
and mitigate and adapt to climate change including moving to a low carbon 
economy” 

5.4 Paragraph 80 and 81 set the Governments position on economic growth, as 
detailed below: 

 80. Planning policies and decisions should help create the conditions in 
 which businesses can invest, expand and adapt. Significant weight should be 
 placed on the need to support economic growth and productivity, taking into 
 account both local business needs and wider opportunities for development. 
 The approach taken should allow each area to build on its strengths, counter 
 any weaknesses and address the challenges of the future. This is particularly 
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 important where Britain can be a global leader in driving with high levels of 
 productivity, which should be able to capitalise on their performance and 
 potential.  

81. Planning policies should:   

a)  set out a clear economic vision and strategy which positively and 
proactively encourages sustainable economic growth, having regard to Local 
Industrial Strategies and other local policies for economic development and 
regeneration; 

b)  set criteria, or identify strategic sites, for local and inward investment to 
match the strategy and to meet anticipated needs over the plan period; 

c)  seek to address potential barriers to investment,such as inadequate 
infrastructure, services or housing, or a poor environment; and  

d)  be flexible enough to accommodate needs not anticipated in the plan, allow 
for new and flexible working practices (such as live-work accommodation), 
and to enable a rapid response to changes in economic circumstances.  

5.5 Paragraph 83 provides support for economic growth in rural areas, as detailed 
below:  

 83. Planning policies and decisions should enable: 

 a)  the sustainable growth and expansion of all types of business in  rural areas, 
 both through conversion of existing buildings and well-designed new 
 buildings;  

 b)  the development and diversification of agricultural and other land-
 based rural businesses;  

5.6 Paragraph 183 refers to developments where a separate Environmental Permit 
 is required in terms of the operation of the site.  

  183. The focus of planning policies and decisions should be on whether 
 proposed development is an acceptable use of land, rather than the control of 
 processes or emissions (where these are subject to separate pollution control 
 regimes). Planning decisions should assume that these regimes will operate 
 effectively. Equally, where a planning decision has been made on a particular 
 development, the planning issues should not be revisited through the 
 permitting regimes operated by pollution control authorities.  
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 Local Planning Policy – East Riding Local Plan Strategy Document  
 

5.7  Policy S4 of the East Riding Local Plan Strategy Document relates to 
supporting development in villages and the countryside. Policy S4, C states  

 
“Outside of a development limit land will be regarded as the Countryside and 
the following forms of development supported, where proposals respect the 
intrinsic character of their surroundings: 

 7. Agricultural, horticultural and forestry uses” 
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CHAPTER 6.  
 
6. POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL AFFECTS 
 
6.1 The pig numbers associated with the proposed development exceed the 

Schedule 1 threshold, and therefore an EIA is mandatory as part of the 
planning application process.   

 
6.2 The scope of the Environmental Statement is detailed below:   

• Flood Risk, Drainage and Groundwater Protection  
• Landscape and Visual Impacts 
• Waste Management  
• Highways and Transportation Issues  

 
 Scope of the Assessments 
 

Flood Risk, Drainage and Groundwater Protection  

6.3 Flood Risk, Drainage and Protection of the Water Environment are considered 
within Chapter 7, and with the Hydrological Risk Assessment Report at 
Appendix 2. The Site Specific Flood Risk Assessment is based on  the 
Guidance within paragraph 163 of the NPPF, and footnote 50.  

 Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment  
 
6.4 Landscape and Visual Impact is assessed in Chapter 8, and the associated 
 LVIA report at Appendix 3. The scope of the Landscape and Visual Impact 
 Assessment was to provide an assessment of the entire development described 
 in Chapter 3, in accordance with the Guidance set out in GLVIA 3.  
 
 Waste Management  
 
6.5 Waste management is considered in Chapter 9 and within the Farm Waste 

Management Plan at Appendix 4. Waste Management is based on the 
guidance within the NVZ Regulations and the DEFRA Code of Good 
Agricultural Practice, Protecting our water, soil and air.  

 
 Highways and Transportation   

6.9  Highways and transportation issues are assessed in Chapter 10 and are based 
on the guidance contained within the NPPF, particularly paragraph 109.  
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CHAPTER 7  
 
7. FLOOD RISK, DRAINAGE AND GROUNDWATER PROTECTION  
 
 Baseline Conditions  
 
8.1 The application site currently comprises an area of arable cropping land, 

immediately adjacent to the existing piggery and as such, the site does not 
currently offer the potential for significant surface water runoff. The 
underlying geology is chalk, and as such the land is free draining. The site is 
located within Flood Zone 1 on the Environment Agency mapping system.  

 
 The Proposed Conditions  
 
 Flood Risk  
 
8.2 The proposed development is located within Flood Zone 1 as noted on the 

Environment Agency flood map below.  

 
8.3 The application site is located within Flood Zone 1 i.e. outside of the flood 

plain, and is not at risk of flooding.  
  

Surface Water Drainage  
 
8.4 Surface water drainage is proposed in the form of a soakaway system. The 

geology of the site is chalk, with a rapid infiltration rate. The percolation test 
results for the site are shown below.  
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Foul Drainage (slurry)  
 
8.5 The proposed development is for a modern fully slatted pig unit with sealed 

slurry storage underneath the slats. The slurry storage tanks are required by 
law to comply with the Water Resources (Control of Pollution) (Silage, Slurry 
and Agricultural Fuel Oil) (England) Regulations (SSAFO).  

 
8.6 A hydrological risk assessment of the proposed development is attached at 

Appendix 2. The Hydrological Risk Assessment concludes that “Based on 
published research, the conceptual hydrogeological understanding of the site, 
the robust engineering of the development, and the proposed management of 
the operation it is anticipated that the proposed development will pose a very 
low residual threat to the water environment”.  

 
Summary   

 
8.7 The flood risk assessment confirms that the proposed development has a 

negligible risk of flooding. The surface water drainage proposals include 
sustainable drainage provisions to prevent downstream flood consequences.  

 
8.9 With reference to foul and surface water drainage and water resources, the unit 

will operate using best practice. All dirty areas are drained into the sealed 
slurry containment system which is required to be SSAFO certified.  
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CHAPTER 8  
 
8.  LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT  
 
 Baseline Conditions  

8.1 The proposals include the extension of an existing pig finishing unit to the 
north. The site is currently a field in agricultural use which is defined by 
hedgerows with trees field boundaries and pockets of woodland in the local 
landscape. The site sits immediately to the north of existing buildings in 
agricultural use. The LVIA report is attached at Appendix 3.  

 LVIA Summary  

8.2 LVIA Ltd were instructed to undertake a landscape and visual impact 
assessment for an extension to a pig finishing unit located at Raven Hill Farm, 
Kilham by Ian Pick Associates Ltd in May 2020. The site and its surrounding 
landscape were assessed and a total of six viewpoints were selected to 
represent a variety of receptors in the surrounding area.  

8.3 The aim of this report is to provide an assessment of the potential landscape 
and visual effects of a proposed development upon the receiving landscape, in 
line with current legislation and guidance. It comprises two main assessments, 
the first for landscape and the second for visual effects.  

8.4 The assessment has been conducted in line with published best practice 
guidelines and includes a desk study; (review of local plan policies, published 
landscape character assessment and production of a computer generated Zone 
of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV)) and onsite observations.  

8.5 The proposals will include the extension of an existing pig finishing unit to the 
north. The site is currently a field in agricultural use which is defined by 
hedgerows with trees field boundaries and pockets of woodland in the local 
landscape. The site sits immediately to the north of existing buildings in 
agricultural use.  

8.6 Due to the existing local area, the proposed scheme would not be out of 
character with its surroundings when considered as part of the wider 
landscape.  

8.7 Mitigation measures have been suggested to aid the schemes visual blending 
with the existing environs.  

8.8 Six viewpoints were considered and of these none were considered to be 
subject to material visual impacts.  

8.9 With the implementation of a successful mitigation strategy, the overall 
impact on the landscape is considered to have a minor overall effect on the 
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surrounding landscape character (i.e. not a material change) and a minor effect 
on the visual baseline (i.e. not a material change). It should be considered that 
this type of development is not out of character within the receiving landscape.  

 Summary  

8.10 The proposed development has been assessed as having a minor impact on 
landscape character and a minor effect on visual impact.  

8.11 The assessment level provided within the LVIA is based on the guidance 
within GLVIA 3 with a resulting minor impact on landscape character and 
minor effect on visual impact. This is a permanent effect as the assessment 
relates to the presence of the development within the landscape.  
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CHAPTER 9.  
 
9. WASTE MANAGEMENT  
 
 Baseline Conditions  
 
9.1 Raven Hill Farm is an established family farming business which includes 

arable cropping and livestock farming activities. The existing livestock 
farming includes the existing piggery which extends to 4,000 pig places. 
Manure and slurry produced on the farm is currently utilised as a fertiliser on 
the farm.  

 
 The Proposed Conditions  
 
9.2 The proposed development involves the erection of an extension to the 

existing piggery, which will involve an increase in the volume of slurry 
generated on the farm. The existing manure produced at Raven Hill Farm is 
currently accommodated through spreading on the block of land immediately 
adjacent to the piggery. This proposal creates a requirement to export slurry 
off the farm by tanker, for storage and spreading at Pear Tree Farm at Thwing. 
The applicants manure management plan is attached at Appendix 4 which 
details the land available for spreading of the slurry.  

 
Application Techniques  

 
9.3 Pig slurry will be applied to land using a closed slot shallow injection system, 

dribble bar or trailing shoe applicator, depending on the time of year of the 
application.  This is classed as Best Available Techniques for the mitigation of 
impacts from the spreading of slurry.  

 
9.4 Assessing the magnitude of odour impacts from the spreading of pig slurry to 

land as a fertiliser provides a significant technical difficulty. There is no 
available research, methodology, or benchmarking. The spreading of slurry is 
obviously an odorous process, and the DEFRA Code of Good Agricultural 
Practice – Protecting our Water, Soil and Air recognises this issue and offers 
measures on how the process can be mitigated which are detailed below.  

   
9.5 Slurry spreading will be undertaken in the spring onto growing crops, and in 

the late summer onto stubbles. Slurry removal will be undertaken with a 
tractor and tanker for exported slurry, and with an umbilical system for slurry 
spread at Raven Hill Farm.  

 
9.6 The regulatory requirements includes, primarily, The Nitrate Pollution 

Prevention Regulations 2015 (NVZ Regulations) which provide the legislative 
framework for the disposal of farmyard manure within an NVZ location. The 
legislative requirements for farmers within an NVZ location are shown below.  
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 Requirements of the NVZ rules 
If your farm is in an NVZ you must: 

• Plan your use of livestock manure and manufactured nitrogen 
fertilisers to ensure that you don’t apply more nitrogen than your crops 
require 

• Produce a risk map of any land where you intend to spread organic 
manure.  

• Comply with the field limit, the Max (crop nitrogen requirement) limit, 
closed periods and spreading controls for spreading manufactured 
nitrogen fertilisers and organic manures.  

• Comply with the livestock manure N (nitrogen) farm limit 
• Provide adequate storage capacity for livestock manures 
• Keep records of the nitrogen applied to your fields and some records 

and calculations for your farm as a whole.  
 
9.7 The NVZ Regulations require the farm to have at least 26 weeks storage for 

slurry. The development will have at least 26 weeks storage requirement 
beneath the slats and within the existing slurry stores at Pear Tree Farm, 
Thwing.  

 
9.8 The proposed slurry tanks beneath the buildings are also required to be 

constructed in accordance with Silage, Slurry and Agricultural Fuel Oil 
Regulations (SSAFO 2010).  

 
Farm Waste Management and Amenity Impacts  

 
9.9 The spreading of slurry is a practice that is controlled through strict regulation 

in terms of the quantities of nutrients that can be spread, the locations where 
slurry can be spread and time of year when spreading can take place. The 
regulations are focussed on the protection of the water environment, rather 
than specifically focussed on protecting amenity during the process.  

 
9.10 It is impossible to accurately predict any impacts on amenity arising from the 

physical process of spreading slurry as there are no benchmarks, research or 
methodology. The process must be carried out as quickly as possible using 
Best Available Techniques.  

9.11 Farm manures have the potential to generate odour when they are spread and 
all applications should be made in accordance with DEFRA’s ‘Protecting our 
Water, Soil and Air’ A Code of Good Agricultural Practice (2009). A site-
specific risk assessment of soil and weather conditions is recommended at the 
time of application.  

9.12 The precise timing of slurry application will depend on prevailing weather, in 
particular wind and atmospheric conditions, soil moisture and crop growth 
stage. The applicants should make use of long term weather forecasts when 
planning his manure applications and avoid periods when the wind is blowing 
in the direction of neighbours. The best conditions for spreading are when air 
mixes to a great height above the ground, which occurs typically on sunny, 
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windy days, followed by cloudy, windy nights. These conditions cause odours 
to be diluted quickly. Spreading at weekends, bank holidays, or in the evening 
is not recommended wherever possible to avoid potential nuisance to 
residential properties.  

  Summary  

9.13 The applicants farm waste management plan confirms that sufficient land is 
available for disposal of the slurry in accordance with the nutrient loadings set 
out within the NVZ regulations.  

9.14 All applications of slurry will be undertaken in accordance with the mitigation 
measures set out in the DEFRAs ‘Protecting our Soil, Water and Air – A Code 
of Good Agricultural Practice.  
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CHAPTER 10.  
 
10. HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION  
 
 Baseline Conditions  
 
10.1 Raven Hill Farm is an established farming business which includes arable 

cropping, potatoes and livestock farming activities. The existing farming 
activities generate traffic associated with the operation of the business, and 
three households which live on the farm.  

 
10.2 Highway access to the farm is obtained from Kilham / Langtoft Road, via 

Sheep Rake Lane. This is the only access into the farm. Sheep Rake Lane is a 
single track public highway which is a no through road and serves Raven Hill 
Farm only.  

 
10.3 The enabling planning consent for the existing piggery on the farm 

(DC/17/01056/STPLFE/STRAT) was subject to condition 5 which required 
improvements to Sheep Rake Lane in the form of the installation of two 
passing places. These passing places have been installed.  

 
 The Proposed Conditions  
 
10.4 The proposed development involves an increase in traffic associated with the 

operation of the pig unit. The proposed development doubles the size of the 
pig finishing enterprise, but more than doubles the traffic generation due to the 
requirement to export slurry other land which is not accessible without 
transportation on the public highway. Slurry disposal from the existing unit is 
fully contained within within the farm boundary and can be undertaken 
without use of the public highway.  

 
10.5 The table below shows the existing and proposed traffic movements associated 

with the pig unit at Raven Hill Farm.  
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Activity  Vehicle Type  Existing 

Frequency per 

Annum  

Proposed 

Frequency per 

Annum  

Piglet 

Delivery  

16.5m articulated 

HGV 

24 48 

Feed 

Delivery  

16.5m articulated 

HGV  

63 126 

Finished 

Pig 

Removal  

16.5 articulated 

HGV  

57 114 

Slurry 

Removal  

Tractor and Tanker  0  312 

    

Totals per 

Annum  

 144 (288 

movements)  

600 (1200 

movements)  

Average 

Per Day  

 0.4 1.64 

Average 

Per Week  

 2.76 11.5 

    

 

10.6 The piglets will be delivered to the site in 16 loads, each of 500 animal, across 
the first four weeks of each cycle (4 loads per week).  

10.7 The development will require 42 feed deliveries for each batch of pigs (126 
per annum), averaging 2 – 3 per week.  

10.8 At the end of the cycle, pigs will be removed with 9 – 10 loads of 210 pigs per 
week, over a 4 week period.  

10.9 Slurry removal will be frequently removed using a tractor and tanker, and this 
will result in an average of 6 tractors and tankers per week (12 movements).  

 Pre Application Consultation  
 
10.10 Due to the increase in traffic associated with the proposed development, pre 

application advice was obtained from East Riding of Yorkshire Council 
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Highways (20/00909/STPREP). The pre application enquiry raises no 
objections to the proposed development, subject to the applicants undertaking 
a programme of improvement to the junction of Sheep Rake Lane and Kilham 
/ Langtoft Road. The application includes drawings showing the proposed 
widening and radii improvement of the Sheep Rake and Kilham / Langtoft 
Road junction (IP/SGS/04).  

 
 Summary  
 
10.11 The development proposals represent an increase in traffic to Raven Hill Farm 

of 456 visits (912 movements) per annum for commercial traffic. Subject to 
the mitigation measures proposed in the from of the improvement to the 
junction with Sheep Rake Lane and Langtoft / Kilham Road, the highways and 
transportation impacts of the development are not severe and the development 
is compliant with paragraph 109 of the NPPF.  
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 NON TECHNICAL SUMMARY   
 
1.1 This non technical summary has been produced to summarise the issues, 

mitigation measures and effects relating to the proposed extension of the   
livestock building for pig finishing at Raven Hill Farm, Kilham.  
 

1.2 The proposed development is an extension extending to 58.04m x 55.56m 
with an eaves height of 3.32m and a ridge height of 6.427m and will provide 
4000 additional pig finishing places.  

 
1.3 The extension will accommodate 4000 pigs from 35kg through to finished 

weight of 110kg.   
 
 Assessment of Significance of Environmental Effects  
 
1.4 In terms of the potential environmental effects, these have been assessed in 

accordance with the significance criterion outlined below.  
 
 None   The development will not produce any effects beyond those 

  which may be experienced within the current farming  
  regime.  

 
 Low  There will be an effect, however this will be localised and 

  will not impact on environmental and other features to  
  their detriment when relating to existing uses (e.g.  
  distance too far)  

 
 Medium  There will be an effect which will impact on environmental 

  features, but not significantly.  
 
 High  A significant effect.  
 
 Positive  Has a benefit.  
 
1.5 The scheme has been designed to take into account the potential 

environmental effects, with mitigation inherent in the project design. The 
scope of assessment included within the Environmental Impact Assessment 
includes the following:  

• Flood Risk, Drainage and Groundwater Protection  
• Landscape and Visual Impacts 
• Waste Management  
• Highways and Transportation Issues  
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1.5 The impact relating to these issues is summarised in the following sections.  
 
 Environmental Impact  
 
  

Issue  Mitigation Measures  Effect Assuming 
Mitigation 

Flood Risk, Drainage 
and Groundwater 
Protection.   

Use of a sustainable 
drainage system in the 
form of soakaways.  

Robust engineering of 
the development, and 
the proposed 
management of the 
operation it is 
anticipated that the 
proposed development 
will pose a very low 
residual threat to the 
water environment 

Low (not significant)  
The development is 
located in Flood Zone 1 
and is not at risk of 
flooding. Sustainable 
drainage is incorporated 
into the design in the 
form of soakaways.  

Landscape and Visual 
Impact.  

Native tree and 
hedgerow planting to 
the site boundaries.  

Management and 
maintenance of existing 
surrounding hedgerow 
and trees;   

The use of materials for 
the external envelope of 
the buildings which 
minimise potential 
visual intrusion and 
follow the local 
vernacular to aid visual 
blending, for example 
green sheeting.  

Low (not significant)  
The assessment level 
provided within the 
LVIA is based on the 
guidance within 
GLVIA 3 with a 
resulting minor impact 
on landscape character 
and minor effect on 
visual impact. This is a 
permanent effect as the 
assessment relates to 
the presence of the 
development within the 
landscape.  

Waste Management  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disposal of slurry will 
follow the mitigation 
measures set out with 
the DEFRAs 
‘Protecting our Soil, 
Water and Air – A 
Code of Good 

Low (not significant)  
Sufficient land is 
available to dispose of 
the slurry in accordance 
with the NVZ 
Regulations.  
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Agricultural Practice.  

Highways and 
Transportation   

Improvement to the 
junction of Sheep Rake 
Lane and Kilham / 
Langtoft Road.  
 
 
 

Low (not significant) 
The development has a 
low traffic generation, 
and in terms of 
paragraph 109 of the 
NPPF, the impact is not 
severe.  

 
1.6 In conclusion, the proposed pig unit extension at Raven Hill Farm will not 

produce any significant Environmental Impacts. From the information 
appraised through the Environmental Impact Assessment process, it is clear 
that the proposed redevelopment will have low impact on the environment 
taking into account the migration measures proposed.  

 
1.7 No technical difficulties were encountered in preparing this Environmental 

Statement or assessing the impacts of the proposed development. The 
preparation of the Environmental Assessment has taken into account the 
results of UK environmental assessments.  

 
Ian Pick BSc (Hons) MRICS,  
June 2020.    
 


