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2.0 NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY 

2.1.1 Campions Wood Quarry occupies an area of 27 hectares and is located on the south-
western edge of Cheslyn Hay. The site is situated approximately 3.8 km south west of 
Cannock and 8.9km from Wolverhampton to the south west of Cheslyn Hay.  The Site 
is located at National Grid Reference (NGR) SJ 97260 06318. The site is on the 
southern side of the B4156 Wolverhampton Road, which leads to the A462 and 
junction 11 of the M6 motorway. Access is from the B4156 Wolverhampton Road. 

2.1.2 The northern area of the site is bounded by the B4156, and to the northwest of the road 
is land associated with Hollybush Garden Centre. The land is reported incorporates a 
composting facility, producing compost from green waste. The eastern and north-
eastern side of the site is bounded by a raised embankment and mature planting to 
screen the site from residential properties that are located to the east of a footpath that 
follows the eastern boundary of the site. 

2.1.3 Immediately northeast of the quarry is a former opencast coal mine which has been 
backfilled using comprising non-coal strata from the Middle Coal Measures, entirely 
derived on site in the course of recovering coal. Part of the Site is underlain by 
opencast backfill from the Streets Lane and Campions’s Clay Company opencast coal 
sites. 

2.1.4 The current owners and operators at Campions Wood Quarry (Booth Ventures Ltd) 
require a bespoke permit for the recovery of inert waste to construct buttress supports 
on the southeast end of the northeast face of the quarry. This is due to instabilities and 
failures being identified within the southeast face of the quarry. 

2.1.5 The Site has experienced historically a number of slips along the south eastern and 
southern part of the north eastern boundary which are both at their final consented 
limits of excavation at surface. A landslip in 2017 occurred along this end of the quarry 
which resulted in damage to newt fencing. This slope was remediated and a significant 
buttress placed along the toe of the slope. The slope failed in early 2018 resulting in a 
geotechnical survey being undertaken in August 2018. The slips at the Site have 
generally taken the form of shallow face rotational-type failures with the majority of the 
failure occurring in the upper section of the faces.   

2.1.6 Further slips occurred at the Site in July 2019 resulting in a geotechnical assessment 
being undertaken in August 2019. The results of the assessment were used to inform a 
buttress design as part of slope remediation scheme which are detailed below. A 
permanent solution to the stability problems along this section of the Site is required 
which will remain stable during on-going clay extraction and following restoration. The 
stabilisation works are designed to be permanent and remain intact during continuing 
quarrying operations and restoration completion. 

2.1.7 The development proposes to use approximately 69,500m3 of imported inert material 
that meet the acceptance criteria identified in Council Decision (2003/33/EC), Section 
2.1. (I.e. Landfill Directive inert acceptance criteria). The scheme proposes to use 
suitably engineered material to buttress against the unstable slopes to a conservative 
gradient of 1v:3h. As the slopes are approximately 32 m high, a 5 m wide safety bench 
will be installed at 140 mAOD which is the approximate mid-point of the slope. The 
slopes will have FoS of between 1.3 and 1.5.  

2.1.8 The Operator will require a bespoke environmental permit application to carry out the 
waste recovery activity due to the proximity of the protected species which results in 
the application not meeting the location criteria of Standard Rules SR2015 No.39 and 
also the minimum volume of material required to be imported to achieve the buttress 




