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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Terms of Reference 
 
This report considers the likely impacts on nature conservation of the planning 
application for a new access road for Branton Hill Quarry to the A452 (SP069998 to 
SP074996).  
 
The route of the proposed access road is shown on Map E1.  
 
Brief details of the proposed road are as follows: 
• the application footprint is approximately 10m wide but the completed road will be a 

single track, approximately 4m wide with passing bays; 
• there will be a fully engineered entrance at its eastern end with  tarmac for 30m into 

the field;  
• it will be constructed using road planings; 
• where it passes over the watercourse, a box culvert design will be used which will not 

obstruct the flow even after a flood event. 
  
Eco Tech Ecological Consultancy was commissioned to compile this report utilising 
existing records and information derived from a range of habitat and species surveys.  
 
Species and habitats are evaluated on an international, national, regional (Birmingham 
and the Black Country) and site basis. Potential sources of impact on features of nature 
conservation importance are outlined and predicted effects of the development are 
described. The significance of these effects is evaluated and mitigation measures 
discussed. Any residual effects following mitigation are identified.    
 
1.2 Sources of Information 
 
Information used in the production of this chapter was derived from the following surveys: 

• phase 1 habitat survey (JNCC, 1993) and search for any notable vascular plant 
species; 

• great crested newt habitat suitability index (HSI) assessment (as per http://www.arg-
uk.org.uk/Downloads/ARGUKAdviceNote5%20HSI%20May%202010.pdf ) and egg search 
at Branton Pool, some 200m east and north of the proposed access road;  

• incidental bird records; 
• bat survey comprising search for potential roost sites and visual inspection of any 

such potential sites; 
• badger survey comprising a search for signs of activity and setts within the 

application area and within some 30m of its boundary (where access was 
possible); 

• water vole survey comprising search for suitable habitat and signs of activity in 
any such habitat. 

 
Existing ecological information was obtained from EcoRecord (the biological record 
centre for Birmingham and the Black Country) with regard to statutory and non-statutory 
sites and notable species records within 500m of the application area.  
 
Survey was undertaken in May 2011.  

http://www.arg-uk.org.uk/Downloads/ARGUKAdviceNote5%20HSI%20May%202010.pdf�
http://www.arg-uk.org.uk/Downloads/ARGUKAdviceNote5%20HSI%20May%202010.pdf�
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2 BASELINE ECOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION 
 
2.1 General ecological context 
 
Map E1 shows the route of the proposed access and the habitats and features along it. 
In brief, from north-west to south-east, the route passes through two fields (F1 and F2) 
before crossing a small watercourse, the corner of a third field (F3) and a tree-lined dry 
ditch. It then passes along the edge two more fields (F4 and F5) before joining the A452 
(Chester Road) at an existing gateway.  
 
The immediate surrounding landuse comprises primarily agricultural land with woodland 
and amenity grassland (a sports field). 
 
2.2 Habitats 
 
Map E1 show the location and extent of habitats within the application area. Map E1a 
shows the habitats around the open running water at a larger scale. 
 
Table E1 gives a list of Phase 1 habitats.  Each is subsequently described. 
  
Table E1  Inventory of habitats present  
 
Habitat (approx. area or length) 
Scattered broadleaved trees (n/a) 
Improved grassland (corridor is c. 0.14ha) 
Open running water – stream (up to c. 10m) 
Dry ditch (c. 5m) 
Species-poor hedges (c. 40m) 

 
Scattered broadleaved trees and dry ditch 
The dry ditch is lined by trees. The trees that are likely to be affected by the proposals 
are a few (around 3, depending on the exact alignment) semi-mature silver birch and a 
semi-mature pedunculate oak. Below these there is much bare ground (with scattered 
branches and leaf litter) and patchy cleavers, bramble and occasional common nettle 
and male fern. The dry ditch does not appear to support any aquatic vascular plant 
species. See photo 1. In addition, just to the north-west of the watercourse is a patch of 
young alder with much common nettle below. See photos 2 and 7. 
 
Improved grassland 
All fields along the proposed route support improved grassland but the species 
composition varies as follows: 
Field F1: Locally abundant species include perennial rye-grass, soft brome, dandelion, 
Yorkshire-fog and cock’s-foot. See photo 3. 
Fields F2 and F3: Abundant species include meadow foxtail. Yorkshire-fog and white 
clover. There are locally frequent meadow buttercup, dandelion, rough meadow-grass 
and cock’s-foot. See photos 2 and 4. 
Fields F4 and F5: Both fields have abundant/dominant Italian rye-grass. In F4 there is 
also abundant rough meadow-grass. In F5 there is patchy shepherd’s purse and hedge 
mustard. Note that through F5 the proposed route would partly follow an existing farm 
track where the sward is as above but rather sparse but with frequent soft brome, cock’s-
foot, dandelion and white clover. See photos 5, 6 and 8. 
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Open running water (stream) 
At the point where the proposed road would cross, the stream has relatively shallow 
angled banks with (rather sparse) Himalayan balsam, great willowherb, cleavers, rough 
meadow-grass, brooklime and ground elder. See photo 7.   
 
Species-poor hedges 
The very short lengths of hedge that fall within the application area at its eastern end 
comprise primarily hawthorn with much bramble and occasional sycamore. They are 
trimmed to some 1.5m tall and are some 1.5m wide. Below the hedge the vegetation 
comprises abundant/locally abundant cleavers, false-oat grass, cock’s-foot, common 
nettle and cow parsley. See photos 6 and 8. 
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Map E1: Location and extent of habitats within the application area  
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Map E1a: Habitats around the open running water at a larger scale 
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Photographs 1-6 

  

Photo 1 – Dry ditch lined with scattered broadleaved trees 
(pedunculate oak and silver birch) 

2 – Field F3 (foreground) with scattered trees - young alder 
(at back) 

  

Photo 3 - Field F1 from the edge of F2 Photo 4 – Field F2 from the western end 

  

Photo 5 – Field F4 from its south-west corner, looking east Photo 6 – Field F5 from its south-east corner, looking west 
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Photographs 7 and 8 
 

  

Photo 7 – Open running water (stream) bordered by 
marginal vegetation (scattered trees in background) 

Photo 8 – Hedges at entrance/exit to A452 (eastern end) 

 

 



Branton Hill Quarry, Aldridge, Walsall 
New Access Road 

Outline Ecological Impact Assessment 

 

9 

2.3 Species 
 
Vascular plants 
No notable vascular plants were recorded. 
 
Great crested newt 
Branton Pool (some 200m from the proposed route) has a Habitat Suitability Index of 0.32. 
This places it well into in the poor category (as per http://www.arg-
uk.org.uk/Downloads/ARGUKAdviceNote5%20HSI%20May%202010.pdf ), mostly due to the 
presence of large numbers of fish and waterfowl. No newt eggs (of any species) were seen. 
Thus, it is considered reasonable to conclude that it is unlikely that great crested newt is 
present in the pool. 
 
Birds 
No bird species were recorded as potentially breeding within the application area. 
 
Bats 
The scattered trees present had essentially no features that might present opportunities 
for bat roosting (eg: holes, cracks/splits in major limbs or loose bark etc. – after Bat 
Conservation Trust, 2007) and no obvious signs of bat roosts were observed. Thus, the 
trees to be affected are considered to be of negligible value as potential roost sites and 
the presence of a roost is considered highly unlikely. 
 
Badger 
No setts or other signs of badger activity were recorded. 
 
Water vole 
No signs of water vole activity were recorded. Moreover, the watercourse present within 
the proposed route was considered very poorly suited for this species given the relatively 
gently sloping banks and lack of dense emergent/marginal vegetation. See photo 7. 
 
2.4 Statutory, non-statutory and other sites of nature conservation value in the 
locality 
 
The application area does not form part of any statutory site of nature conservation value 
and no such sites occur within 0.5km of the application boundary. 
 
The following non-statutory sites occur within some 0.5km of application at the nearest 
point.  
 
Site of Importance for Nature Conservation – SINC (Non-statutory designation for sites of 
Birmingham and the Black Country importance): 
• Branton Hill Quarry (geological), some 300m distant. 
 
Site of Local Importance for Nature Conservation – SLINC (Non-statutory designation for 
sites of Borough importance): 
• Osier Bed, some 20m distant; 
• Corporation Wood and Towers Cover, the latter virtually adjacent at one point; 
• Bourne Pool, some 200m distant. 
 
 

http://www.arg-uk.org.uk/Downloads/ARGUKAdviceNote5%20HSI%20May%202010.pdf�
http://www.arg-uk.org.uk/Downloads/ARGUKAdviceNote5%20HSI%20May%202010.pdf�
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2.5  Existing species records for the locality 
 
There are a reasonably large number of existing species records from the locality but 
none appear to be from within the application area. It is considered that, if present 
within the application area, the majority of these species would have been recorded by 
the surveys undertaken for this report. Moreover, many of the species recorded in the 
locality are unlikely to occur within the application site due to a lack of suitable habitat. 
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3 EVALUATION  
 
3.1 Method for evaluation of features 
 
Habitat and species evaluation essentially follows the Institute of Ecology and 
Environmental Management (IEEM) guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment (IEEM, 
2006).  
 
In order to assess impacts arising from a particular development, it is necessary to 
establish the nature conservation value of each feature/receptor likely to be affected by 
the proposals, both within and adjacent to the development area. 
 
The value or potential value of each feature identified is evaluated according to its 
importance in a geographical context, as follows: 

• International; 
• National; 
• County/Region (Birmingham and the Black Country); 
• Site (the site or a larger area if impacts extend further for certain features);  

or 
• Of negligible value/importance. 

 
The IEEM guidelines suggest that value assigned to a feature should be a matter of 
professional judgement based on of available guidance and information, which can 
include the following:  

• existing designations; 
• biodiversity value (including rare species, the habitats that support rare species, 

notably large or diverse species populations, habitat extent and diversity, priority 
habitats and ancient woodlands). 

(see IEEM, 2006 for more detail). 
 
Note that the IEEM guidelines state: ”The purpose of HAPs is to guide conservation 
action for the habitats concerned. That a HAP has been prepared should simply reflect 
the fact that the habitat concerned is in a sub-optimal state (and hence that action is 
required). It does not imply - and was never intended to imply - any specific level of value 
for the habitat. The value of any area of habitat covered by a HAP should therefore be 
determined on the basis of its intrinsic characteristics using the same approach as with 
other habitats.” 
 
Individual species that are protected under European or National legislation are 
evaluated as above, but with the additional consideration of legal obligations. 
 
3.2 Habitats within the application area 
 
General 
 
None of the application area is designated SAC, SSSI, SINC or SLINC. 
 
None of the survey area appears to be shown on the map of UK Biodiversity Action Plan 
(UKBAP) priority habitats (http://www.natureonthemap.org.uk, accessed May 2011).  
However, hedgerows are a  UKBAP priority habitat. There appear to be no additional 
Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) priority habitats 
(http://bbcbap.org.uk/index.php/bioactionplan, accessed June 2011). 

http://www.natureonthemap.org.uk/�
http://bbcbap.org.uk/index.php/bioactionplan�
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Hedgerows 
Hedgerows are a UKBAP habitat. However, all the hedgerows at this site are  species-
poor and given the short lengths within the proposal area (c. 40m), they are considered 
to be of negligible nature conservation value. 
 
Other habitats  
Other habitats present are considered to be of negligible nature conservation value since 
they are not UKBAP habitats or are very small in extent and are generally common and 
widespread, of recent origin, could be easily re-created and are not known to support 
notable species. 
 
3.3 Species 
 
Vascular plants 
No notable species were recorded and the diversity of vascular plants recorded is not 
considered to be of note. 
 
Thus, the application area is considered to be of negligible value for vascular plant 
species, 
 
Great crested newt 
As this species is considered unlikely to occur in Branton Pool some 200m distant, great 
crested newt is considered highly unlikely to be present within the application area..   
 
Birds 
As no bird species were recorded as potentially breeding within the application area, the 
area is considered to be of negligible value for this species group as a whole.   
 
Nevertheless, some habitats present are considered to provide potential bird nesting 
habitat. Since active nests of most wild birds are protected from damage and destruction 
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) there may be legal 
implications if an active bird nest is present at the time of construction.   
 
Bats 
No roosts appear to be present and habitats used for foraging and commuting appear to 
be absent or only present in very small areas/lengths (eg: hedges). Hence, the 
application area is considered highly likely to be of negligible value to this species group. 
 
Badger 
Given the lack of any evidence for the presence of this species, badger is not considered 
likely to be present.   
 
Water vole 
Given the lack of appropriate habitat within the application site and lack of any evidence 
of activity for this species, water vole is not considered likely to be present.  
 
Other notable species 
No other notable species were recorded and, given the survey methods used and 
habitats present, it is considered highly unlikely that any such species are present within 
the application area. 
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3.4 Statutory, non-statutory and other sites of nature conservation value in the 
locality 
 
The non-statutory SINCs (regional value) and SLINCs (local value) present in the locality 
are listed in section 2.4 above.  
 
3.5 Evaluation summary 
 
Within application area all habitats and species are considered to be of negligible nature 
conservation value. 
 
However, there are legal obligations with regard to nesting wild birds (active nests). 
 
Four non-statutory sites of nature conservation value are present within 0.5km, two of 
which (of local significance) occur within 30m.
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4 POTENTIAL IMPACTS 
 
4.1 General 
 
This sub-section considers the potential and predicted impacts which might arise from 
the currently permitted development (and restoration) in the absence of mitigation.  
These are divided firstly into direct impacts arising from the proposed development itself 
and then indirect impacts arising from other possible associated effects.   
 
4.2 Method of impact assessment and prediction 
 
The method essentially follows a simplified form of the guidance set out in the Institute of 
Ecology and Environmental Management (IEEM) guidelines for Ecological Impact 
Assessment (IEEM, 2006).  
 
For each feature of greater than negligible value, any significant impact is assessed in 
the absence of mitigation.  The IEEM Guidelines (2006) define an ecologically significant 
impact as ‘an impact (negative or positive) on the integrity of a defined site or ecosystem 
and/or the conservation status of habitats or species within a given geographical area’. 
Typically, this can involve; 
• Characterisation of unmitigated impact on the feature (often including extent (area), 

duration and reversibility, as well as the size and/or severity of the impact in 
quantitative terms); 

• Significance without mitigation and confidence level (often including if the impact is 
positive or negative, the likelihood that any impacts will occur as predicted). 

 
Potential effects off-site on habitats and species in the vicinity of the proposed 
development are considered. 
 
4.3 Potential Direct Impacts on Habitats and species 
 
All habitats and species present are considered to be of negligible significance. 
Therefore it is considered highly likely that any direct impacts will be negligible. 
  
4.4 Potential Indirect Impacts  
 
Statutory, non-statutory and other sites of nature conservation value in the locality 
 
Given the distance to Branton Hill Quarry (SINC) and Bourne Pool (SLINC) (300m and 
200m respectively), 
key features for which these sites are designated and the nature of the of the proposed 
development, no significant indirect impacts on these sites are predicted with a high level 
of confidence.     
 
Osier Bed (SLINC) and Corporation Wood and Towers Cover (SLINC) are within 30m of 
the proposed route. However, given: 
• the key features for which these sites are designated (primarily woodland habitat); 
• the nature of the of the proposed development (a single track access road);  
• that the proposed route only borders Osier bed for 5m and Towers Cover for 35m 

(see Map1 and 1a); 
no significant indirect impacts on these sites are predicted with a high level of 
confidence.
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5 PROPOSED MITIGATION, COMPENSATION AND ENHANCEMENT 
 
Although no significant impacts are predicted, the following measures will help ensure 
this is even more likely to be the case. Enhancement measures are also outlined.  
 
The likelihood of residual impacts and their significance are also noted.  
 
Habitats 
 
In order to further ensure that there are no indirect impacts on Corporation Wood and 
Towers Cover (SLINC) it is proposed to create a small (ca. 1m) bund at the edge of the  
proposed road where it borders Towers Cover (extending 2m beyond the woodland at 
each end). This bund and the area between the bund and the woodland will be planted 
with site-native trees and shrubs (eg: silver birch, blackthorn, hawthorn and pedunculate 
oak). In addition the road at this point will be slightly angled away from the woodland. 
Both of these measures should ensure that any runoff will not enter the woodland. Note 
that it is not considered feasible to carry out similar measures for Osier Bed (SLINC) as 
the route at this point appears to be in the flood zone of the watercourse. 
 
As few of the scattered broadleaved trees as feasible will be felled in order to construct 
the road. The majority of the cut wood from any unavoidable felling will be stacked 
adjacent to the road as deadwood ‘habitat piles’ 
 
Potential pollution to the watercourse should be minimised by following best practice 
guidelines such as the Environment Agency Pollution Prevention Guidelines No. 5. 
(http://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/PDF/PMHO1107BNKG-E-E.pdf , 
accessed June 2011). 
 
Species 
 
Removal of vegetation which might act as nesting sites for birds will be undertaken 
outside the bird breeding season to avoid any offence under existing legislation (ie: 
removal of vegetation between September and February inclusive). 
 
5.2 RESIDUAL IMPACTS 
 
No significant adverse residual impacts are predicted with a high level of certainty.  

http://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/PDF/PMHO1107BNKG-E-E.pdf�
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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Terms of Reference 
This report considers the likely impacts on nature conservation of the proposed scheme 
for the continued extraction of sand, backfilling using inert materials and restoration 
(hereafter referred to as the proposed extension area). It also considers the proposed 
relocation the CLUED area (hereafter referred to as the CLEUD area).  
 
The approx. centre of the proposal is NGR: SK068000. The proposed extension area is 
some 11.4ha in extent and CLUED area some 2.3ha.  Both are shown on Map 1 and 
together comprise what is referred to as the report area.   
 
Eco Tech Ecological Consultancy compiled this report utilising existing records and 
information derived from a range of habitat and species surveys.  
 
Species and habitats are evaluated on an international, national, regional (Walsall 
Borough) and site basis. Potential sources of impact on features of nature conservation 
importance are outlined and predicted effects of the proposals are described. The 
significance of these effects is evaluated and mitigation measures discussed.   
 
1.2 Sources of information and scope of survey 
Information used in the production of this report was derived from the following surveys: 
 Phase 1 habitat survey (JNCC, 1993) with target notes; 
 Incidental vascular plant species list;  
 Incidental invertebrate/butterfly records and assessment for likely valuable habitat; 
 Amphibian and Reptile survey comprising assessment of habitat suitability and checking 

under on site refuges.  
 Incidental bird records; 
 Bat survey comprising assessment for potential roost sites (essentially as per Collins, 

J. (ed.), 2016); 
 Badger survey comprising a search for signs of activity and setts within the report 

area and within some 30m of its boundary (where access was possible). 
 

Existing ecological information was obtained from eCountabilty with regard to statutory 
and non-statutory sites and notable species records within some 1km of the centre of the 
report area.  
 
Reference is also made to surveys of this area and nearby land also recently undertaken 
by Eco Tech and Betts Ecology– namely: 
a) Baseline walkover survey, hedgerow, badger and great crested newt report: Betts 
Ecology, Betts Ecology, June 2008 
b) Branton Hill Quarry, Aldridge, Walsall - New Access Road, Outline Ecological Impact 
Assessment: Eco Tech, June 2011. 
c) Branton Hill Quarry, Aldridge. Ecology & Nature Conservation 
An outline update of the review of existing ecological survey work and records and 
recommendations for further work. Eco Tech, January 2016 
 
Survey was undertaken in August 2017.  
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2 BASELINE ECOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION 
 
2.1 General ecological context 
Map 1 shows the location of the report area which extends to around 13.8ha. It 
essentially comprises two parts: 
a) The proposed extension area at the south that comprises three improved grassland 
fields separated by tall hawthorn dominated hedges. This is some 11.4ha in extent.  
b) The CLEUD area at the north that comprises largely bare ground being part of the 
working quarry. This is some 2.4ha in extent.  
 
To the north is the rest of the quarry, which is part restored. To the west, south and east 
are largely more improved grass fields.  
 
2.2 Habitats 
Map 1 shows the location and extent of habitats within the report area at the time of 
survey.  
 
Table 1 gives a list of Phase 1 habitats.  Each is subsequently described. Photos 1 to 3 
are various views of the report area.  
  
Table 1 Inventory of habitats present 
 
Habitat Approx. extent  (ha or km) 
Dense scrub 0.3 
Scattered scrub n/a 
Improved grassland 10.2 
Ruderal tall herb 0.24 + 0.14 in habitat mosaic 
Open standing water - ponds 0.13 + 0.035 in habitat mosaic 
Ephemeral/short perennial vegetation 0.26 + 0.42 in habitat mosaic 
Hedges all defunct and some with trees 567 (no trees) + 983 (with 

trees) = 1550 total 
Primarily bare ground 2.1 + 0.1 in habitat mosaic 

 
Dense scrub 
A narrow strip occurs on a low cliff on the boundary between the CLEUD and the 
proposed extension areas (target note 8). The most abundant species are goat willow 
and silver birch. 
 
Scattered scrub 
There is a little scattered scrub throughout parts the CLEUD area and along the line of a 
bund in the proposed extension area. Much of it is bramble along with young willows and 
birch. 
 
Improved grassland 
Essentially all of the three fields that make up most of the proposed extension area 
comprise improved grassland. The sward is species poor and dominated by Yorkshire-
fog and perennial rye-grass along with frequent to locally abundant crested dog’s-tail and 
common bent. Broadleaved species are few and include occasional to frequent 
dandelion, cat’s-ear, common mouse-ear, creeping and meadow buttercup, red and 
white clover. They were cattle or horse grazed at the time of survey.  
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Ruderal tall herb 
This occurs as part of a habitat mosaic in the CLEUD area and as a strip along what 
appears to be a landscaping bund at the north-east of the potential extension area. In the 
former, each of creeping thistle, creeping cinquefoil, common knapweed, broadleaved 
dock is very locally dominant or occurs in a mix with one or more of these species, along 
with occasional other ruderal species. In the latter broad-leaved dock and coarse grasses 
appear to have been recently treated with herbicides and were mostly brown and 
withered.  
 
Open standing water – ponds 
There is a shallow and almost certainly temporary pool in the CLUED area. At the time of 
survey it did not support any aquatic vegetation and signs of use/trampling by geese 
were very evident. Within the habitat mosaic there was also what essentially comprised a 
few large puddles.  
 
Ephemeral/short perennial vegetation 
This occurs as part of a habitat mosaic in the CLEUD area and on a strip disturbed 
ground at the north-east of the potential extension area. Throughout, it had no clear 
dominant or abundant species, with red fescue, black medick, ribwort plantain, creeping 
bent, scentless mayweed, colt’s-foot and broadleaved willowherb all occasional or locally 
frequent, along with much bare ground.  
 
Hedges all defunct and some with trees 
The proposed extension area is largely bounded by, and the fields separated by, hedges. 
All the hedges are defunct, some have trees and those on the western and southern 
boundaries appear species-rich. See Map 1 and target notes 1 to 6 for details. 
 
Primarily bare ground 
The majority of the CLUED area comprises bare or sparsely vegetated sand and soil, in a 
mosaic or separately. There is also a strip of bare ground at the north-east of the 
potential extension area. In addition, an area of manure and used animal bedding in the 
corner of one of the proposed extension area fields that is also best categorised as bare 
ground.  
 
 
The habitat mosaic referred to above is some 0.7ha in extent and comprises approx:  
Ruderal tall herb    20% (0.14ha) 
Open standing water (large puddles)  5% (0.035ha) 
Ephemeral short perennial   60% (0.42ha) 
Primarily bare ground    15% (0.1ha) 
Scattered scrub    <1% (n/a)
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Map 1: Location and extent of habitats within the report area 
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Photo 1: Panorama of the report area from the south-east corner of the proposed extension area, looking north-west 

 
 
Photo 2: Panorama of the report area from the centre of the northern boundary of the proposed extension area, looking south 
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Photo 3: View from the centre-western end of the CLEUD area, looking east across 
it 
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Target notes (Map 1) 
 
1).Defunct species-poor hedge, some 4m tall and 2m wide. It is overwhelmingly 
dominated by hawthorn. The vegetation below is improved grassland as per the 
description in section 2.2 above. 
 
2) Defunct species-poor hedge, some 3m tall and 3m wide. It has abundant hawthorn 
towards the east which is partly replaced by blackthorn to the west. Throughout there is 
occasional wych elm and sycamore. The vegetation below is improved grassland as per 
the description in section 2.2 above along with locally frequent common nettle. 
 
3) Defunct species-poor hedge (with trees). Much as per 1) above, but with occasional 
crab apple and a few young to semi-mature trees of ash and wych elm.   
 
4) Defunct relatively species-rich hedge with trees, some 6m tall and 2m wide. Frequent 
shrubs include hawthorn, hazel, crab apple, field maple and holly. There are occasional 
young and semi-mature trees of ash and sycamore.  
 
5) Defunct relatively species-rich hedge with trees. Much as per 4) above, but with large 
gaps in the hedgeline present. 
 
6) Defunct species-poor hedge (with young & semi-mature trees), some 4m tall and 2m 
wide. Much as per 1) above, but with large gaps in the hedgeline present. 
 
7) One ash tree very near the southern boundary with a low potential to support a bat 
roost (as per Table 4.1 of Collins, 2016).  
 
8) Location of dense scrub (marked since it is difficult to see against the base map 
contours).
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2.3 Species (including a summary of the existing records received from 
eCountability) 
 
Vascular plants 
71 vascular plant species were recorded incidentally within the report area (see Appendix 
1 for details).  
 
Existing records for three plant species were received from within 1km of the report area 
centre.  
 
Invertebrates 
Three butterfly species were recorded within the report area (see Appendix 1 for details).   
 
Existing records for nine invertebrate species were received from within 1km of the report 
area centre.  
 
Amphibians (great crested newts - gcn) 
No amphibians were recorded under refuges within the report area. The pool present 
within the report area is considered unused/unsuitable for use as a breeding pond 
(especially for gcn) for the following reasons: 

 Its relatively small surface area; 
 Its likely regular drying during the season when larvae would be present; 
 The severe impact or waterfowl (geese); 
 The lack of plants as egg-laying sites for newts; 
 The paucity of suitable high quality terrestrial in the immediate locality; 
 Very shall clear water in which amphibian larvae would have been seen if 

present. 
 
The only other potential breeding pond within some 250m of the report boundary appears 
to be ‘Branton Pool’, within the existing quarry and some 25m north of the report area 
boundary at its nearest point. This pool is considered unused/unsuitable for use as a 
breeding pond (especially for gcn) for the following reasons: 

 It has a high population of fish (fish seen and photographed during survey in 
2017); 

 No gcn were found by the 2008, 2011 and 2016 surveys. 
 
Existing records for two amphibian species (common frog and smooth newt) were 
received from within 1km of the report area centre.  
 
Reptiles 
No reptiles were recorded under refuges within the report area. The habitats present are 
considered to be very poorly suited to reptile use since they largely lack the structural 
diversity and density of vegetation required.  
 
No existing records for reptile species were received from within 1km of the report area 
centre.  
 
Birds 
Within or over the report area, 19 species of bird were recorded, of which 10 were 
confirmed, or are considered possibly breeding (see Appendix 1 for details).   
 
Existing records for 35 bird species were received from within 1km of the report area 
centre.  
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Bats 
The only features that may be directly affected that had some potential to support a bat 
roost were the hedgerow trees. Of these, all but one lacked any potential roost features 
(PRFs). One ash tree very near the southern boundary was considered to have a low 
potential to support a bat roost (as per Table 4.1 of Collins, 2016). See Map 1 and target 
note 7. The boundary hedges of the proposed extension area are probably the most 
valuable for foraging and commuting.  
 
Existing records for one bat species (common pipistrelle) were received from within 1km 
of the report area centre.  
  
Badger 
No setts or other signs of badger activity were recorded.  
 
No existing records for badger were received from within 1km of the report area centre.  
 
2.4 Statutory, non-statutory and other sites of nature conservation value in the 
locality 
In summary, according to the data from eCountability: 
The report area does not form part of any statutory site of nature conservation value and 
no such sites occur within 1km of the report area centre. 
 
The following non-statutory sites occur within 1km of the report area centre. 
 
Site of Importance for Nature Conservation – SINC (Non-statutory designation for sites of 
Birmingham and the Black Country importance): 
 Branton Hill Quarry (geological), within the existing quarry/landfill. 
 
Site of Local Importance for Nature Conservation – SLINC (Non-statutory designation for 
sites of Borough importance): 
 Osier Bed, some 20m from the proposed new access/haul road; 
 Corporation Wood and Towers Cover, the latter virtually adjacent to the proposed 

new access/haul road at one point; 
 Bourne Pool, some 100m from the enabling housing development. 
 
2.5 Existing protected/notable species records for the locality 
In addition to the records noted in section 2.3 above, an existing record for the lichen 
(Cladonia chlorophaea) was received from within 1km of the report area centre.  
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3 EVALUATION  
 
3.1 Method for evaluation of features 
Habitat and species evaluation essentially follows the Chartered Institute of Ecology and 
Environmental Management (CIEEM) guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment 
(http://www.cieem.net/ecia-guidelines-terrestrial-, accessed 2016).  
 
The value or potential value of each feature identified is evaluated according to its 
importance in a geographical context, as follows: 

 International; 
 National; 
 Region (Birmingham and the Black Country) 
 Local (Walsall borough); 
 Site (the site or a larger area if impacts extend further for certain features);  

or 
 Of negligible value/importance. 

 
The CIEEM guidelines suggest that value assigned to a feature should be a matter of 
professional judgement based on of available guidance and information, which can 
include the following:  

 existing designations; 
 biodiversity value (including rare species, the habitats that support rare species, 

notably large or diverse species populations, habitat extent and diversity, priority 
habitats and ancient woodlands). 

(see CIEEM, 2016 for more detail). 
 
Note that the CIEEM guidelines state: ”The purpose of HAPs is to guide conservation 
action for the habitats concerned. That a HAP has been prepared should simply reflect 
the fact that the habitat concerned is in a sub-optimal state (and hence that action is 
required). It does not imply - and was never intended to imply - any specific level of value 
for the habitat. The value of any area of habitat covered by a HAP should therefore be 
determined on the basis of its intrinsic characteristics using the same approach as with 
other habitats.” 
 
Individual species that are protected under European or National legislation are 
evaluated as above, but with the additional consideration of legal obligations. 
 
3.2 Habitats 
Only a small area of broadleaved woodland is mistakenly shown as present in the 
CLEUD area on the map of “priority habitat” (http://www.magic.gov.uk, accessed August 
2017). However, some habitats are considered likely to be examples of habitats of 
principal importance for the conservation of biodiversity in England under Section 41 of 
the NERC Act 2006 
(http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http://www.naturalengland.o
rg.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.a
spx, accessed July 2017)., as detailed below.  
 
Pond (open standing water)  
Given; 

 all the open water habitat within the report area appears to be recent in origin; 
 the habitat appears very poor in aquatic life; 
 the habitat appears to be temporary and much is regularly disturbed; 

this habitat within the report area are considered to be of negligible value in this instance. 
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Hedgerows 
The hedges on the western and southern boundaries of the proposed extension area are 
relatively species-rich and as such are considered to be of value in a site context. The 
species-poor defunct hedges elsewhere within the report area are considered to be of 
negligible value in this instance. 
 
Given the low biodiversity value (as described in section 2 above), all the other habitats 
present are considered to be of negligible nature conservation value. 
 
3.3 Species 
 
Vascular plants 
The diversity of vascular plants recorded (or considered likely to be present) is not 
considered to be of note. 
 
No species recorded are notable in a national context (Cheffings & Farrell (eds), 2005 - 
excluding the ‘least concern’ category) or are considered particularly rare/scarce in 
county context. The three notable vascular plant species known to occur in the locality 
were not recorded within the report area. 
 
Thus, the report area is considered to be of negligible value for vascular plant species. 
 
Invertebrates 
No invertebrate species are known to or considered likely to occur that are notable in a 
national or county context (based on survey and existing records). Bare ground can be 
valuable for burrowing bees and wasps, However, the bare ground was within the report 
area was mostly disturbed by quarrying activity and virtually no invertebrates were noted. 
Given this, and the nature and extent of the other habitats present, the report area is 
considered likely to be of negligible value for invertebrates. 
 
Amphibians 
Given the lack of records and suitable breeding sites, the report area is considered to be 
of negligible value for this species group. Gcn is considered highly unlikely to be present.  
 
Reptiles 
No reptiles were recorded by the survey and there are no records from the locality. Given 
this, reptiles are considered highly unlikely to be present.  
 
Birds 
No ‘red list’ (Eaton et al., 2015) or ‘principle importance’ bird species 
(http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http://www.naturalengland.o
rg.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.a
spx, accessed July 2017) were recorded, or considered likely to regularly occur, within 
the report area.  
 
The diversity and numbers of birds recorded within the report area (or considered likely to 
be present) are not considered to be of note.  
 
Hence, the report area is considered highly likely to be of negligible value for this species 
group as a whole.   
 
However, active nests of most wild birds are protected from damage and destruction 
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).   
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Bats 
One hedgerow tree is considered to have low potential to support a bat roost.   
 
In terms of bat foraging and commuting, it is considered highly likely that this would be 
focused along hedges on the periphery of the report area. Foraging habitat value and 
connectivity within the report area are considered to be minimal.  
 
Hence, overall, the report area is considered likely to be of negligible value to this 
species group. However, the potential for a roost within the hedgerow tree is accounted 
for in the proposed working/extraction area. 
 
Badger 
Given the lack of any signs of badger, it is considered highly unlikely that this species is 
present within the report area. 
 
Other species 
Given the habitats present and the surveys undertaken, no other protected or notable 
species is considered likely to occur.  
 
3.4 Statutory, non-statutory site in the locality 
The non-statutory SINCs (regional value) and SLINCs (local value) present in the locality 
are listed in section 2.4 above.  
 
A number of protected and notable species have been recorded previously in the vicinity 
of the report area. However, given the habitats present and the species surveys 
undertaken, it is considered highly unlikely that these species occur within the report 
area, or that the report area is of significant value for any of these species. 
 
3.5 Evaluation summary 
Within the report area the following feature is considered to be of value in a site context: 

 the relatively species-rich hedgerows (including for bat foraging and commuting) 
 
There are also legal obligations with regard to nesting wild birds (active nests) and bats 
(if a roost is present in the tree identified as having a low potential as a roost site).  
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4 POTENTIAL IMPACTS  
 
4.1 General 
This section considers the potential and predicted impacts which might arise from the 
scheme (and restoration) in the absence of mitigation.  These are divided firstly into 
direct impacts arising from the proposed development itself and then indirect impacts 
arising from other possible associated effects.   
 
4.2 Method of impact assessment and prediction 
The method essentially follows a simplified form of the guidance set out in the Chartered 
Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM) guidelines for Ecological 
Impact Assessment (http://www.cieem.net/ecia-guidelines-terrestrial-, accessed June 
2016).  
 
For each feature of greater than negligible value, any significant impact is assessed in 
the absence of mitigation.  The CIEEM Guidelines (2016) define an ecologically 
significant impact as ‘an impact (negative or positive) on the integrity of a defined site or 
ecosystem and/or the conservation status of habitats or species within a given 
geographical area’. Typically, this can involve; 
 Characterisation of unmitigated impact on the feature (often including extent (area), 

duration and reversibility, as well as the size and/or severity of the impact in 
quantitative terms); 

 Significance without mitigation and confidence level (often including if the impact is 
positive or negative, the likelihood that any impacts will occur as predicted). 

 
The following predicted impacts are based on proposals submitted as part of the 
application and consider both direct impacts on habitats and species within the report 
area and potential effects off-site on habitats and species in the vicinity of the proposed 
development. 
 
4.3 Potential Direct Impacts on Habitats  
Habitats within the report area considered to be of greater than negligible significance are 
the relatively species-rich hedgerows.  
 
The proposed scheme has been specifically designed to retain these hedgerows and a 5 
to 10m buffer from them.  Hence, even in the absence of mitigation/compensation, no 
adverse impact is predicted with a very high level of confidence.  
 
4.4 Potential Direct Impacts on Species 
As section 4.3 above, the proposed scheme has been specifically designed to retain the 
relatively species-rich hedgerows on the boundaries of report area and a 5 to 10m buffer 
from them.  Hence, even in the absence of mitigation/compensation, no adverse impact 
is predicted their value for bat foraging and commuting and on the tree with a low 
potential for a roost (which occurs immediately adjacent to one of the spp-rich hedges – 
see Map 1) with a very high level of confidence.  
 
No other species within the report area are considered to be of greater than negligible 
significance and hence no adverse impact is predicted with a very high level of 
confidence.  
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4.5 Potential Indirect Impacts 
 
Non-statutory sites of nature conservation value in the locality 
With regard to the non-statutory sites of nature conservation value in the locality, given: 

 the key features for which the sites were designated; 
 its presence/designation while the existing quarry was being worked; 
 the nature of the proposals (especially working above the watertable); 
 the distance of the sites from the report area boundary; 

no significant indirect impacts on these sites is predicted with a high level of confidence.     
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5 PROPOSED MITIGATION, COMPENSATION AND ENHANCEMENT 
 
This section outlines measures to mitigate or compensate for any significant impacts 
identified in section 4 above. Enhancement measures (via habitat creation) are also 
proposed. 
 
A restoration masterplan has been submitted which provides further details regarding the 
compensation and enhancement works. It is understood that the restoration scheme is 
phased.  
 
Habitats 
The proposed concept restoration to agriculture also includes a significant nature 
conservation element. It seeks to ensure a positive net biodiversity gain, based on habitat 
retention and the creation of habitats of nature conservation value, as described below. 
 
The working and restoration schemes have been specifically designed to retain the 
species-rich boundary hedgerows on the western and southern boudaries, the tree with 
bat roosting potential (mitigation by avoidance). 
 
Whilst some of the restoration scheme is to agriculture (grazing pasture or cut for 
hay/silage), it also includes the following habitat creation measures (of nature 
conservation value): 
 
Broadleaved semi-natural woodland 
Strips of woodland will largely encircle the CLEUD area. The planted species will be site-
native and of local provenance wherever available. The aim will be to create new native 
woodland in line with the Forestry Commission guidance - 
https://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/FCBU112.pdf/$file/FCBU112.pdf (accessed, September 
2017) 
 
Ephemeral wetland 
An area for surface water soakaway will be created. This will be allowed to vegetate 
naturally.  
 
Hedgerows 
The shrubs and trees used will comprise site-native species of local provenance 
wherever possible. The majority of the length to be lost would be replaced and, given the 
loss is defunct with gaps and the replacement is intact, functionally, there would be no 
net loss in the medium to long term.  
 
Species 
The mitigation and compensation measures proposed under habitats above are also 
considered highly likely to result in a net positive impact on a number of species groups.  
 
In addition to this, the following measures are also proposed: 
 
Wild birds 
Removal of vegetation/features (including any cliffs where sand martin nest) which might 
act as nesting sites for birds will be undertaken outside the bird breeding season to avoid 
any offence under existing legislation. Where this is not possible, the vegetation/features 
to be removed should be checked for active nests by a suitably experienced individual 
immediately (no more than a few days) prior to removal.  
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Wild birds (cont.) 
 
Replacement nesting habitat for most species will be provided by the proposed 
restoration. However, current sand martin nest sites (cliff) loss will be replaced via a 
‘barrel’ or bank (eg: see 
http://www.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/advice/sandmartins/ accessed June 2017). 
 
Bats 
The tree considered to have a low potential to support a bat roost will be retained with a 
suitable buffer. 
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6 RESIDUAL IMPACTS  
 
The table below shows that all significant negative impacts will be fully mitigated (with a 
reasonable of confidence in this conclusion). 
 
Feature of 
significance 

Impact in the 
absence of 
mitigation etc. 
(including 
significance and 
confidence level) 

Proposed mitigation 
and/or enhancement 

Residual impact, 
significance and 
confidence level 

Hedgerows 
(and bats) 

None (near definite 
level of confidence)   

Re-creation on restoration A likely neutral is predicted  

Nearby 
statutory and 
non-statutory 
sites 

None None A definite negligible 
residual impact is predicted  

Habitat 
creation 
measures 

n/a New native woodland 
creation, Ephemeral 
wetland creation, sand 
martin nest sites 

A highly likely minor 
positive impact is predicted 
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APPENDIX 1 - Species Lists 
  
A. VASCULAR PLANTS  
Nomenclature follows Stace 1991    
  
English Name  Latin Name Abundance 
a willowherb Epilobium sp. R 
an evening-primrose Oenothera agg. R 
annual meadow-grass Poa annua VLF 
ash Fraxinus excelsior O 
black medick Medicago lupulina  VLF 
blackthorn Prunus spinosa VLD 
bramble Rubus sect. Glandulosus F 
broad-leaved dock Rumex obtusifolius VLA 
broad-leaved willowherb Epilobium montanum VLA 
Canadian fleabane Conyza canadensis R 
cat's-ear Hypochaeris radicata O 
cleavers Galium aparine R 
cock's-foot Dactylis glomerata R 
colt's-foot Tussilago farfara LF 
common bent Agrostis capillaris LA 
common centaury Centaurium erythraea R 
common knapweed Centaurea nigra VLA 
common mouse-ear Cerastium fontanum LF 
common nettle Urtica dioica LF 
common ragwort Senecio jacobaea R 
common sorrel Rumex acetosa R 
cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestris VR 
crab apple Malus sylvestris R 
creeping bent Agrostis stolonifera VLF 
creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens LF 
creeping cinquefoil Potentilla reptans VLA 
creeping thistle Cirsium arvense VLA 
crested dog's-tail Cynosurus cristatus LF 
daisy Bellis perennis VR 
dandelion Taraxacum sect. Ruderalia. LF 
elder Sambucus nigra R 
false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius R 
field horsetail Equisetum arvense VR 
field maple Acer campestre R 
goat willow Salix caprea R 
gorse Ulex europaeus VR 
greater plantain Plantago major R 
grey willow Salix cinerea R 
ground-ivy Glechoma hederacea R 
groundsel Senecio vulgaris R 
hawthorn Crataegus monogyna LD 
hazel Corylus avellana R 
hogweed Heracleum sphondylium O 
holly Ilex aquifolium VLF 
ivy Hedera helix VLF 
knotgrass Polygonum aviculare O 
lesser trefoil Trifolium dubium R 
meadow buttercup Ranunculus acris LF 
mugwort Artemisia vulgaris R 
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APPENDIX 1 - Species Lists (cont.) 
A. VASCULAR PLANTS (cont.) 
 
English Name  Latin Name Abundance 
pedunculate oak Quercus robur VR 
perennial rye-grass Lolium perenne LA 
procumbent pearlwort Sagina procumbens R 
red campion Silene dioica VR 
red clover Trifolium pratense LF 
red deadnettle Lamium purpureum VR 
red fescue Festuca rubra O 
redshank Persicaria maculosa R 
ribwort plantain Plantago lanceolata O 
rosebay willowherb Chamerion angustifolium R 
rough meadow-grass Poa trivialis R 
scentless mayweed Tripleurospermum inodorum O/VLF 
sheep’s-sorrel Rumex acetosella VR 
shepherd's-purse Capsella bursa-pastoris R 
silver birch Betula pendula R/VLF 
spear thistle Cirsium vulgare R 
sun spurge Euphorbia helioscopia R 
sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus VLF 
white clover Trifolium repens LF 
wych elm Ulmus glabra O/VLF 
yarrow Achillea millefolium R 
Yorkshire-fog Holcus lanatus LA/LD 

 
KEY TO ABUNDANCE: 
D = Dominant A = Abundant F = Frequent O = Occasional   R = Rare 
L = Locally V = Very 
 
B. BUTTERFLIES 
Meadow Brown 
Red Admiral 
Small White 
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APPENDIX 1 - Species Lists (cont.) 
 
C. BIRDS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Definitions: 
Absent – Not observed on or over the area 
Present - Observed on or over the area but suitable breeding habitat not considered 
present 
Possibly breeding – Observed on the area and suitable breeding habitat considered 
present 
Confirmed breeding – Evidence of an active nest confirmed 
 
D. MAMMALS 
Mole 
Rabbit 
 

Species Likely status within the 
report area 

Black-headed Gull Present 
Blackbird Possibly breeding 
Blue Tit Possibly breeding 
Buzzard Present 
Canada Goose Present 
Carrion Crow Possibly breeding 
Chaffinch Possibly breeding 
Feral Pigeon Present 
Goldfinch Possibly breeding 
Kestrel Present 
Jackdaw Present 
Magpie Possibly breeding 
Pied Wagtail Present 
Robin Possibly breeding 
Rook Present 
Sand Martin Confirmed breeding 
Swallow Present 
Wood Pigeon Confirmed breeding 
Wren Possibly breeding 
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 APPENDIX 2 – Summary of existing records 
 

                 
    

 

    

                 

   

THIS SUMMARY PAGE MAY BE PUBLISHED  
THE FULL REPORT AND MAPS MAY NOT BE PUBLISHED IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN 

   

                 

  

Ecological Data Search 11341 - Summary Page 
       

                 

  

A 1000m ecological data search was carried out for site Branton Hill Lane on behalf of Eco Tech on 
13/08/2017. 

 

                 

  

Results 
            

                 

   

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) 0 records found 
     

   

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 0 records found 
     

   

National Nature Reserve (NNR) 0 records found 
     

   

Local Nature Reserve (LNR) 0 records found 
     

   

Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) 1 records found 
     

   

Sites of Local Importance for Nature Conservation  3 records found 
     

   

Potential Sites of Importance (PSIs) 3 records found 
     

   

Protected, BAP and Conservation Concern Species  184 records found 
     

   

Species listed on Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 

15 records found 
     

   

Wildlife Corridors 1 records found 
     

   

Ancient Woodlands 2 records found 
     

                 

 

The report is compiled using data held by EcoRecord at the time of the request. Note that EcoRecord
does not currently hold comprehensive species data for all areas. Even where data is held, a lack of
records for a species in a defined geographical area does not necessarily mean that the species
does not occur there. 

  

                 

  

Permission 
           

                 

  

This data search report is valid until 13/08/2018 for the site named above. 
   

                 

  

Prepared by Alec Walker. 
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APPENDIX 2 – Summary of existing records (cont.) 
 

  

13/08/2017 
         

                 

  

Prepared by eCountability Ltd (enquiries@ecountability.co.uk) on behalf of: 
EcoRecord - the ecological database for Birmingham and the Black Country Registered Office: 16 Greenfield 

Crescent, Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 3AU  
T: (0121) 454 1808 E: enquiries@ecorecord.org.uk 

 

 
 




