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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background Information 

1.1.1 Simply Ecology Limited was commissioned by Pickup Skips in February 2016 to provide advice 

to fulfil planning condition 2 of a granted planning application (13/03500/FUL) with Wakefield 

Council. Condition 2 is regarding new habitat creation at the proposed Kirkthorpe site. The site 

consists of a railway cutting site on Warmfield Lane, Kirkthorpe, WF1 5TL (O/S Grid SE370210).  

1.2 Aims 

1.2.1 The aims of this report include: 

 To highlight the existing habitat located to the north of the railway cutting. 

 To provide information regarding the dimensions and location of new pond, grassland, 
nesting and hibernacula habitat to be introduced on site predominantly for grass 
snakes and amphibians. 

 Detailing of how the new wildlife pond will be safe-guarded from: negative human 
interaction, accelerated successional processes and potential fish introduction in the 
future. 

1.2.2 In addressing all above aims, this document satisfies the need to provide detailed plans to the 
Local Planning Authority, as stated in Condition 2 of the granted planning permission. In 
addition, this document also acts as suitable advice for the client to enhance the site for local 
wildlife as per previously received advice. 

1.3 Current Site Status  

1.3.1 New habitat creation is set to take place at the northern section of the site which is currently 
comprised of early stage natural tree regeneration (see Plate 1). This area is to be felled during 
the winter and prior to habitat creation taking place.  

 
Plate 1: A typical view of the 
regeneration woodland 
towards the north of the site. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2.0  PLANS 

2.0.1 Below are a collection of Plans that address the above aims directly. Plan 1 provides details 
regarding the wildlife pond creation and maintenance. Plan 2 depicts the overall layout of the 
new habitats to be created within the northern wildlife area. Plate 2 and 3 illustrate example 
egg laying heaps and hibernacula that should be introduced into the site, (as shown on Plan 2). 
Finally, Plan 3 provides details of the fence to installed surrounding the new wildlife pond.  
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Plate 2: The egg laying heaps on site should consist of a typical compost heap as illustrated above 
continually fed with grass clippings. 

 

Plate 3: Hibernacula sites will consist largely of a heterogeneous woody base material salvaged from the 
initial woodland clearance. 
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Plan 3: Four Rail Timber Fence Specifications 
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Plan 3: Four Rail Timber Fence Specifications (cont…) 

 

Posts:  

 Pointed 1675 x 127 x 64 sawn posts at 1800 centres are recommended. Pointed 1675 x 127 x 75 
posts are also suitable and, whilst they are more substantial and give a better result, they are 
more expensive and, in many situations, this size of timber is probably unnecessary. Pointed 
1675 x 100 x 75 posts can also be used (c.f. 5.2 & 5.4) but they provide less overlap on the posts 
where the roils are butt jointed, making the rail ends more likely to split when they are nailed. 

 Round timber is unsuitable for the posts because rails cannot be satisfactorily fixed.  

 Post centres need to be exact to ensure that the top rails can be butt jointed correctly. 

 The use of pointed posts makes it easy to ensure that all posts are installed to exactly the same 
height. By excavating a post hole to slightly less than the required depth and tapping the post 
in the last few centimetres with a mell, the desired final height can be accurately achieved. This 
is more difficult with unpointed posts. 

Rails:  

 3600 x 88 x 38 sown roils are recommended. Butt joint at every second post. Metric versions of 
old imperial 12' 0" long rails include lengths of 3660mm, 3650mm and 3600mm. Since rail 
length determines post separation, ensure that all the roils used on a single run of fencing ore 
the same length. 

 Rails are also available in other sections including 75 x 25, 88 x 31, and 100 x 38. For most 
situations the recommended section of 88 x 38 is adequate but other sizes can be used to give 
different 'weights' of fence, which may be preferable depending upon the available budget, the 
purpose of the fence and its location. 

 Half round rails (usually machine rounded) con also be used. 

 At significant changes in direction, use two posts and mitre the rails ends rather than nailing all 
roils onto a single post. 

 

3.0  CONCLUSION 
3.0.1 The implementation of the above plans will ensure that the new habitat creation will be in line 

with previous ecological advice and the conditions lay out by Wakefield Council Planning 
Department. In addition, in providing these plans to Wakefield Council it is can be concluded 
that Condition 2 of the granted planning permission will be fully satisfied. In light of this, the 
above planned habitat enhancement measures can begin to take place on site. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This report has been prepared by Simply Ecology Limited with all reasonable skill, care and diligence, 
within the terms of the Contract with the Client. The actions of the surveyor on site and during the 
production of the report were undertaken in accordance with the Code of Professional Conduct for the 
Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management. (www.cieem.org.uk).  
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