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Dear Daniel 

 

The Environmental Permitting Regulations 2007 & 2010 

An Application for an Environment Agency Permit: 

Standard Rules Permit SR 2015 No. 39  
The Use of Waste for the Reclamation, Restoration or Improvement of Land 

PICK UP SKIPS  

Warmfield Fishing Grounds Development  
Warmfield Lane - Kirkthorpe - WF1 5TL – SE 370 210 

 

Background  

 

(1) Pick Up Skips & Co has acquired a section of disused railway cutting 

that traverses Warmfield Lane, Kirkthorpe. Wakefield MC has granted 

planning consent (Ref: 13/03500/FUL) to re-profile the stretch by infill 

to create two fishing ponds.  

[The consent was granted to the site’s previous owner, Mr Gary Asprey.]  

 

(2) Pick Up Skips has retained:  

 Ramsden Architects / Den Architecture of Leeds (Mr Alan Powell) 

 Simply Ecology of Lancaster (Mr Jason Reynolds)  

 Altofts Tree Services (Ms Katherine Stephenson) 

 Black Rock (Mr Hywel Wilcox) 

to provide assistance in securing all necessary statutory authorisation 

and infrastructure requirements for the development. 



 

Environment Agency Authorisation 

 

(3) Pick Up Skips initially obtained a U1 Exemption to authorise the 

construction of an internal access road and upgraded site entrance 

(both completed).  

 

In May 2017, the company submitted an Application for a Standard 

Rules Permit SR 2015 No. 39 to cover the infill and construction 

programme.  

 

(4) The Permit Application package has been rejected and returned by 

the EA Permitting Centre.  

The reason for refusal is the presence of a claimed “protected 

habitat” within 50m of the site. A copy of the refusal letter is 

herewith attached. 

 

The Permitting Centre’s refusal letter advises that the developer 

should: 

 resubmit an Application for a Bespoke Site Permit 

 contact the local Environment Agency Inspectorate to discuss 

the issue prior to submission. 

 

Black Rock has duly contacted the EA office at Leeds and is grateful 

for the opportunity to explain the issue in more detail. 

 

The Development Site 

 

(5) The section of disused railway cutting that traverses Warmfield 

Lane, Kirkthorpe is steep-sided and poses three historic risks: - 

 A risk of someone falling into the cutting 

 A pollution risk from fly-tipping. 

 Basal ponded water that water that can occasionally exhibit a 

surface film of oil. It has developed a coarse wildlife eco-

system but does not support fish.  

 

(6) The redevelopment operation will inter alia incorporate: - 

 

(6.1) The laying of a new access road across the land, displacing 

reworked natural soil with a suitable medium to act as a running-

surface for delivery vehicles. 

 



 

 

This has already commenced under the provisions of: 

 An existing Environment Agency U1 Exemption Certificate 

(Ref:  EPR/VE5040/EN/A001) that authorises the 

acceptance of road building materials. 

 Bespoke site access drawings produced by Ramsden 

Architects Ltd (Design & Access Statement inc drawings of 

December 2013; Drawing Ref: 1513701 of December 2015) 

 

(6.2) The clearance of undergrowth and scrub trees along the base of the 

cutting to facilitate the land improvement exercise. 

In order to maintain / enhance the existing ecosystem before the 

fishing grounds are constructed:  

 A new wildlife pond will be constructed to the north of the 

projected fishing ponds. The wildlife pond is to be drainable to 

ensure that the development of semi-aquatic fauna and flora 

can be promoted. 

 Woodpiles will be constructed to encourage and protect the 

development of any hibernating species, e.g. snakes, lizards 

etc. 

These provisions are incorporated in the Simply Ecology Ltd report 

of February 2016. 

 

(6.3) The partial infill of the cutting with the displaced soil plus suitable 

natural and made ground excavations. 

This is proposed to be completed under the provisions of: 

 An SR 2015 No. 39 Standard Rules Environmental Permit 

issued by the Environment Agency. This will define and 

restrict the waste materials that will be accepted for the infill 

exercise. 

 Soils meeting Site Specific Remediation Criteria may be 

accepted if granted certificated sanction by a CL:AIRE-

registered consultant. 

 

Infill soils will be laid in ~500m-1m deep layers that will be 

progressively inset with vertical drainage columns progressively 

filled with free-draining rubble to allow surplus surface water to 

drain into the original trackbed drainage system.  

 

 

 



 

The Existing Habitat 

 

(7) Much of the northern area of the cutting-base has been colonised by 

self-seeded immature willow trees. These are being progressively 

felled to create the wildlife pond and to facilitate safe clearance / 

access to the overhead electricity cables that traverse the site. 

 

There is a restricted period of felling to protect the nests of any 

birds in standing trees. 

 

(8) The background research obtained to support the Planning Consent 

and EA Permit Applications included the commissioning of 

GeoInsight and EnviroInsight reports from Groundsure Ltd.  

 

The EnviroInsight report identifies that there are none of the 

following within 500m of the development site: 

 

 Records of Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)  

 Records of National Nature Reserves (NNR)  

 Records of Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)  

 Records of Special Protection Areas (SPA)  

 Records of Ramsar sites  

 Records of Ancient Woodlands  

 Records of Local Nature Reserves (LNR)  

 Records of World Heritage Sites  

 Records of Environmentally Sensitive Areas  

 Records of Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)  

 Records of National Parks  

 

It can thus be assumed that no sensitive cultural or ecological sites 

would be affected by the proposed development. 

 

The “Protected Habitat” 

 

(9) The Groundsure  EnviroInsight report confirms that there are no 

official protected habitats within 500 metres of the development 

site. 

 

The report does confirm the presence of water within 50 metres of 

the development site and the fact that the site lies in a nitrogen 

sensitive zone.  



 

(10) The Water Within 50 Metres of the Development Site relates to the 

standing trapped water that is only present because the original 

track drainage has become partially clogged.   

The water retains a degree of contamination and, though it supports 

plant life, it does not support fish.   

 

The new development would involve:  

 restoring the direct passage of free water to the historical 

drainage system beneath the residual railtrack 

plus  

 creating clean water resources for fish and invertebrate 

wildlife to flourish 

plus  

 create an additional basal barrier between incident rainfall and 

the residual railbed that can be expected to retain potential 

contaminants   

  plus  

 construct aquatic and terrestrial wildlife zones to improve and 

enhance the ecology of the area in advance of constructing 

the fishing ponds.  

 

(11) The fact that the site lies in a Nitrogen Sensitive Zone has little 

relevance to the proposed development.  The proposed operation 

does not incorporate the acceptance of sewage sludge, agricultural 

fertiliser, pig/cow slurry etc.   

 

The completed site will have an enhanced area of grassland, 

treeforms and micro-organism ecology that would enhance the 

degradation of incident nitrate/ammonia compounds than is 

currently in place.   

 

(12) It is thus apparent that the proposed operation will beneficially 

address environmental concerns with regard to the presence of 

standing water and the nitrate sensitivity of the wider area. 

 

(13) The Planning process has taken two years to be progressed.  At no 

time did the Environment Agency, which is a Statutory Consultee: 

 object to the proposal or modus operandus of the proposed 

scheme.   

 object to the proposed scheme being authorised by a 

Standard Rules Permit.    



 

The Requirement for a Bespoke Environmental Permit 

 

(14) Black Rock understands that Environment Agency has contingency 

to issue Bespoke Permits for The Use of Waste for the Reclamation, 

Restoration or Improvement of Land.  However, this is reportedly a 

relevantly new procedure and Pick Up Skips is anxious to commence 

activities without undue delay.   

 

Black Rock has been advised that the Bespoke Permits might 

require a more comprehensive background research programme 

than would be the case for a Standard Rules Permit.   

In this instance, the developer has provided extensive background 

research and has consulted closely with the Wakefield MC 

departments responsible for Planning, Environmental Health, Trees 

and Highways.  

 

(15) Black Rock would expect that there is sufficient information in the 

EA Application Package to satisfy appraisal under both Bespoke and 

Standard Rules formats.   

Electronic and paper copies of the Application Package are herewith 

provided for information and examination by the local Environment 

Management Team at Leeds.   

 

(16) Pick Up Skips would hope that the local office of the Environment 

Agency can confirm to the EA Permitting Centre that the proposed 

development is not taking place within 50 metres of a protected 

habitat and that the issue of a Standard Rules Permit would be 

appropriate to facilitate the land improvement exercise that has 

been approved by the Wakefield MC Planning Authority.  

 

Liaison with the Environmental Management Team at Leeds 

 

(17) Black Rock and Pick Up Skips would be happy to arrange a site 

meeting with officers of the Environmental Management Team to 

confirm the current status and proposed remediation programme for 

the land at Kirkthorpe.   

 

Please find the accompanying the accompanying copies of 

documents/information to assist in your appraisal of the situation. 

 

 



 

Pick Up Skips and Black Rock trust that the provisions detailed in this 

document and its supporting information are sufficient for the purposes of 

the Environment Agency. Its contents remain the intellectual property of 

Black Rock. 

 

Should any points be identified for further clarification or discussion, I 

would be grateful if you could contact me directly at the above address. 

 

 

Hywel Wilcox 
Director 

Black Rock Environmental Asstes Ltd 
 

On behalf of Pick Up Skips & Co.  
 

Circulation 

 

Mr Jim Pickup    Pick Up Skips & Co 

Mr Daniel Addison   Pick Up Skips & Co 

 

Mr Alan Powell    Den Architects Ltd 
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        Mr Daniel Butterworth 

 

The Environment Agency 
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FAO: Mr Oliver Forman 

 

robert.atkin@environment-agency.gov.uk 
daniel.butterworth@environment-agency.gov.uk 

psc@environment-agency.gov.uk  

 

Dear Sirs 

 

The Environmental Permitting Regulations 2007 & 2010 

A Re-Application for an Environment Agency Permit: 

Standard Rules Permit SR 2015 No. 39  

The Use of Waste for the Reclamation, Restoration or Improvement of Land 

PICK UP SKIPS  

Warmfield Fishing Grounds Development  
Warmfield Lane - Kirkthorpe - WF1 5TL – SE 370 210 

 

BACKGROUND  

 

(1) Pick Up Skips & Co has acquired a section of disused railway cutting 

that traverses Warmfield Lane, Kirkthorpe. Wakefield MC has granted 

planning consent (Ref: 13/03500/FUL) to re-profile the stretch by infill 

to create two fishing ponds.  

[The consent was granted to the site’s previous owner, Mr Gary Asprey.]  

 



 

(2) The section of disused railway cutting that traverses Warmfield 

Lane, Kirkthorpe is steep-sided and poses three historic risks: - 

 A risk of someone falling into the cutting 

 A pollution risk from fly-tipping. 

 Basal ponded water that water that can occasionally exhibit a 

surface film of oil. It has developed a coarse wildlife eco-

system but does not support fish.  

 

(3) The redevelopment operation will inter alia incorporate: - 

 

(3.1) The laying of a new access road across the land, displacing 

reworked natural soil with a suitable medium to act as a running-

surface for delivery vehicles. 

 

(3.2) The clearance of undergrowth and scrub trees along the base of the 

cutting to facilitate the land improvement exercise. 

In order to maintain / enhance the existing ecosystem before the 

fishing grounds are constructed:  

 A new wildlife pond will be constructed to the north of the 

projected fishing ponds. The wildlife pond is to be drainable to 

ensure that the development of semi-aquatic fauna and flora 

can be promoted. 

 Woodpiles will be constructed to encourage and protect the 

development of any hibernating species, e.g. snakes, lizards etc. 

 

These provisions are incorporated in the Simply Ecology Ltd report 

of February 2016. 

 

(3.3) The creation of the ponds by partial infill of the cutting with 

displaced site-soil plus suitable natural and made ground 

excavations. 

 

Infill soils will be laid in ~500m-1m deep layers that will be 

progressively inset with vertical drainage columns progressively 

filled with free-draining rubble to allow surplus surface water to 

drain into the original trackbed drainage system.  

 

The operation will not fill the culvert and the majority of mature 

trees are retained. New trees are to be planted on a one-for-one 

basis, focussing on deciduous species. 

 



ENVIRONMENT AGENCY AUTHORISATION 

 

(4) Pick Up Skips initially obtained a U1 Exemption to authorise the 

construction of an internal access road and upgraded site entrance 

(both completed).  

 

In May 2017, the company submitted an Application for a Standard 

Rules Permit SR 2015 No. 39 to cover the infill and construction 

programme.  

 

(5) The Permit Application package has been rejected and returned by 

the EA Permitting Centre.  

The reason for refusal was the presence of a reocrded “protected 

habitat” within 50m of the site. A copy of the refusal letter is 

herewith attached. 

 

The Permitting Centre’s refusal letter advised that the developer 

should: 

 resubmit an Application for a Bespoke Site Permit 

 contact the local Environment Agency Inspectorate to discuss 

the issue prior to submission. 

 

(6) Black Rock duly contacted the EA office at Leeds and was informed 

that the development site had been delineated by Natural England 

as: 

‘a broadleaved deciduous woodland protected under the Natural 

Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006) Section 41 habitats 

of principal importance. 

The standard rules permit SR2015 No39 does not allow the 

operation to take place in such a protected area, see permit 

condition 2.4.2 c)’ 

 

Copies of the EA correspondence are herewith attached. 

 

LIAISON WITH NATURAL ENGLAND 

 

(7) Black Rock / Pick Up Skips have been in liaison with Natural England 

at Worcester, confirming the arboreal and environmental benefits of 

the proposed operation.  

 

 

 



 

(8) The Sustainable Development Team at Natural England responded 

to Black Rock, saying: 

  

‘Dear Mr. Wilcox, 

 

Thank you for contacting Natural England regarding this matter. 

 

I have read through your email and attachments and I can 

confirm Natural England has no remit in this matter, all 

correspondence should be submitted to the Environment 

Agency.  

 

Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 

(2006) states that ‘Every public authority must, in exercising its 

functions, have regard, so far as is consistent with the proper 

exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving 

biodiversity’. Section 40(3) of the same Act also states that 

‘conserving biodiversity includes, in relation to a living organism or 

type of habitat, restoring or enhancing a population or habitat’. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

Liam O'Reilly 

Lead Adviser 

 

Copies of the Natural England correspondence are herewith 

attached 

 

A STANDARD RULES PERMIT REF: SR 2015 NO. 39 

 

(9) It would appear that Natural England has no objection to the 

current proposals and that it can appreciate the overall benefits of 

the scheme.  

 

Black Rock will therefore re-submit the original application file, 

together with the more recent correspondence, to the EA Permitting 

Centre at Sheffield.  

 Pick Up Skips continues to seek the issue of a formal Standard 

Rules Permit Ref: SR 2015 No. 39 for the Warmfield 

operation.  

 Natural England has no objection to the proposal. 



 

The local EA Environment Team at Leeds is already in possession of 

a duplicate Permit Application File.  

 

 

Pick Up Skips and Black Rock trust that the provisions detailed in this 

document and its supporting information are sufficient for the purposes of 

the Environment Agency. Its contents remain the intellectual property of 

Black Rock. 

 

Should any points be identified for further clarification or discussion, I 

would be grateful if you could contact me directly at the above address. 

 

 

Hywel Wilcox 

Director 

Black Rock Environmental Asstes Ltd 
 

On behalf of Pick Up Skips & Co.  
 

Circulation 

 

Mr Jim Pickup    Pick Up Skips & Co 

Mr Daniel Addison   Pick Up Skips & Co 

 

Mr Alan Powell    Den Architects Ltd 
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Dear Sirs 

 

The Environmental Permitting Regulations 2007 & 2010 

An Application for an Environment Agency Permit: 

Standard Rules Permit SR 2015 No. 39  
The Use of Waste for the Reclamation, Restoration or Improvement of Land 

PICK UP SKIPS  

Warmfield Fishing Grounds Development  
Warmfield Lane - Kirkthorpe - WF1 5TL – SE 370 210 

 

Background  

 

(1) Pick Up Skips & Co has acquired a section of disused railway cutting 

that traverses Warmfield Lane, Kirkthorpe. Wakefield MC has granted 

planning consent (Ref: 13/03500/FUL) to re-profile the stretch by infill 

to create two fishing ponds.  

[The consent was granted to the site’s previous owner, Mr Gary Asprey.]  

 

(2) Pick Up Skips has retained:  

 Ramsden Architects / Den Architecture of Leeds (Mr Alan Powell) 

 Simply Ecology of Lancaster (Mr Jason Reynolds)  

 Altofts Tree Services (Ms Katherine Stephenson) 

 Black Rock (Mr Hywel Wilcox) 

to provide assistance in securing all necessary statutory authorisation 

and infrastructure requirements for the development. 

mailto:consultations@naturalengland.org.uk


 

(3) Pick Up Skips initially obtained a U1 Exemption to authorise the 

construction of an internal access road and upgraded site entrance 

(both completed).  

In May 2017, the company submitted an Application for a Standard 

Rules Permit SR 2015 No. 39 to cover the infill and construction 

programme.  

 

(4) The Permit Application package has been rejected and returned by 

the EA Permitting Centre. The reason for refusal is the presence of a 

“protected habitat” within 50m of the site.  

 

The local EA office has confirmed that the site is ‘a broadleaved 

deciduous woodland protected under the Natural Environment and 

Rural Communities Act (2006) Section 41 habitats of principal 

importance.’ 

 

Copies of the of the refusal correspondence are herewith attached. 

 

(5) The Environment Agency Permitting Centre’s refusal letter advises 

that the developer should resubmit an Application for a Bespoke 

Site Permit 

 

Black Rock understands that Environment Agency has contingency 

to issue Bespoke Permits for The Use of Waste for the Reclamation, 

Restoration or Improvement of Land.  However, this is reportedly a 

relevantly new procedure and Pick Up Skips is anxious to commence 

activities without undue delay.   

 

(6) Pick Up Skips / Black Rock have been advised that the Bespoke 

Permits might require a more comprehensive background research 

programme than would be the case for a Standard Rules Permit.   

 

However, in this instance, the developer has provided extensive 

background research and has consulted closely with the Wakefield 

MC departments responsible for Planning, Environmental Health, 

Trees and Highways.  

 

Black Rock would expect that there is sufficient information in the 

EA Application Package to satisfy appraisal under both Bespoke and 

Standard Rules formats 

 



 

The Development Site 

 

(7) The section of disused railway cutting that traverses Warmfield 

Lane, Kirkthorpe is steep-sided and poses three historic risks: - 

 A risk of someone falling into the cutting 

 A pollution risk from fly-tipping. 

 Basal ponded water that water that can occasionally exhibit a 

surface film of oil. It has developed a coarse wildlife eco-

system but does not support fish.  

 

(8) The redevelopment operation will inter alia incorporate: - 

 

(9.1) The laying of a new access road across the land, displacing 

reworked natural soil with a suitable medium to act as a running-

surface for delivery vehicles. 

 

This has already commenced under the provisions of: 

 An existing Environment Agency U1 Exemption Certificate 

(Ref:  EPR/VE5040/EN/A001) that authorises the 

acceptance of road building materials. 

 Bespoke site access drawings produced by Ramsden 

Architects Ltd (Design & Access Statement inc drawings of 

December 2013; Drawing Ref: 1513701 of December 2015) 

 

(9.2) The clearance of undergrowth and scrub trees along the base of the 

cutting to facilitate the land improvement exercise. 

In order to maintain / enhance the existing ecosystem before the 

fishing grounds are constructed:  

 A new wildlife pond will be constructed to the north of the 

projected fishing ponds. The wildlife pond is to be drainable to 

ensure that the development of semi-aquatic fauna and flora 

can be promoted. 

 Woodpiles will be constructed to encourage and protect the 

development of any hibernating species, e.g. snakes, lizards etc. 

 

These provisions are incorporated in the Simply Ecology Ltd report 

of February 2016. 

 

(9.3) The partial infill of the cutting with the displaced soil plus suitable 

natural and made ground excavations. 

This is proposed to be completed under the provisions of: 



 An SR 2015 No. 39 Standard Rules Environmental Permit 

issued by the Environment Agency. This will define and 

restrict the waste materials that will be accepted for the infill 

exercise. 

 Soils meeting Site Specific Remediation Criteria may be 

accepted if granted certificated sanction by a CL:AIRE-

registered consultant. 

 

Infill soils will be laid in ~500m-1m deep layers that will be 

progressively inset with vertical drainage columns progressively 

filled with free-draining rubble to allow surplus surface water to 

drain into the original trackbed drainage system.  

 

The operation will not fill the culvert and the majority of mature 

trees are retained. New trees are to be planted on a one-for-one 

basis, focussing on deciduous species. 

 

The Existing Habitat 

 

(9) A northern section of the cutting-base has been colonised by self-

seeded immature willow trees. These are being progressively felled 

to create the wildlife pond and to facilitate safe clearance / access 

to the overhead electricity cables that traverse the site. 

 

There is a restricted period of felling to protect the nests of any 

birds in standing trees. 

 

(10) The background research obtained to support the Planning Consent 

and EA Permit Applications included the commissioning of 

GeoInsight and EnviroInsight reports from Groundsure Ltd.  

 

The EnviroInsight report identifies that there are none of the 

following within 500m of the development site: 

 

 Records of Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)  

 Records of National Nature Reserves (NNR)  

 Records of Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)  

 Records of Special Protection Areas (SPA)  

 Records of Ramsar sites  

 Records of Ancient Woodlands  

 Records of Local Nature Reserves (LNR)  

 Records of World Heritage Sites  



 Records of Environmentally Sensitive Areas  

 Records of Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)  

 Records of National Parks  

 

It can thus be assumed that no sensitive cultural or ecological sites 

would be affected by the proposed development. 

 

The “Protected Habitat” 

 

(11) The Groundsure  EnviroInsight report recorded that there are no official 

protected habitats within 500 metres of the development site. 

 

The report does confirm the presence of water within 50 metres of 

the development site and the fact that the site lies in a nitrogen 

sensitive zone.  

 

(12) The Water Within 50 Metres of the Development Site relates 

to the standing trapped water that is only present because the 

original track drainage has become partially clogged. The water 

retains a degree of contamination and, though it supports plant life, 

it does not support fish.   

 

The new development would involve:  

 restoring the direct passage of free water to the historical 

drainage system beneath the residual railtrack           plus  

 creating clean water resources for fish and invertebrate 

wildlife to flourish                                                    plus  

 create an additional basal barrier between incident rainfall and 

the residual railbed that can be expected to retain potential 

contaminants                                                           plus  

 construct aquatic and terrestrial wildlife zones to improve and 

enhance the ecology of the area in advance of constructing 

the fishing ponds.  

 

(13) The fact that the site lies in a Nitrogen Sensitive Zone has little 

relevance to the proposed development.  The proposed operation 

does not incorporate the acceptance of sewage sludge, agricultural 

fertiliser, pig/cow slurry etc.   

The completed site will have an enhanced area of grassland, 

treeforms and micro-organism ecology that would enhance the 

degradation of incident nitrate/ammonia compounds than is 

currently in place.   



 

(14) It is thus apparent that the proposed operation will beneficially 

address environmental concerns with regard to the presence of 

standing water and the nitrate sensitivity of the wider area. 

 

(15) The Planning process has taken two years to be progressed.  At no 

time did the Environment Agency, which is a Statutory Consultee: 

 object to the proposal or modus operandus of the proposed 

scheme.   

 object to the proposed scheme being authorised by a 

Standard Rules Permit.    

 

Requested Liaison with Natural England 

 

(16) Pick Up Skips would hope that the local Natural England officer 

covering West Yorkshire can confirm to the EA Permitting Centre the 

issue of a Standard Rules Permit would be appropriate to facilitate 

the land improvement exercise that has been approved by the 

Wakefield MC Planning Authority.  

 

(17) Black Rock and Pick Up Skips would be happy to arrange a site 

meeting with officers of the Natural England Consultations Team to 

confirm the current status and proposed remediation programme for 

the land at Kirkthorpe.   

Please find the accompanying the accompanying copies of 

documents/information to assist in your appraisal of the situation. 

 

Pick Up Skips and Black Rock trust that the provisions detailed in this 

document and its supporting information are sufficient for the purposes of  

Natural England and associated parties. 

 

Should any points be identified for further clarification or discussion, I 

would be grateful if you could contact me directly at the above address. 

 

 

Hywel Wilcox 
Director 

Black Rock Environmental Asstes Ltd 
 

On behalf of Pick Up Skips & Co.  
 



Circulation 

 

Mr Jim Pickup    Pick Up Skips & Co 

Mr Daniel Addison   Pick Up Skips & Co 

 

Mr Alan Powell    Den Architects Ltd 

 

 



 

 
Subject: Warmfield Lane, Kirkthorpe 

Date: 07/06/2017 11:20:47 GMT Daylight Time 

From: Stuart.Harley@naturalengland.org.uk  

To: 

hfwilcox@aol.com  

 

 

Good Morning Mr Wilcox, 

  

Further o our telephone conversation the email address for our consultations team is 

consultations@naturalengland.org.uk 
  
  

Kind regards, 
  

Stuart Harley 

Support Adviser 

Natural England Enquiries Team – Technical Services  

Natural England 

County Hall, Spetchley Road 

WORCESTER, WR5 2NP 

Tel (Direct Dial):  020822 56329 

Fax: 0208 026 9372 

  
  

www.gov.uk/natural-england 
  
We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where 

wildlife is protected and England's traditional landscapes are safeguarded for 

future generations. 

  

In an effort to reduce Natural England's carbon footprint, I will, wherever 

possible, avoid travellingto meetings and attend via audio, video or web 

conferencing. 
  
  
  

This email and any attachments is intended for the named recipient only. If 
you have received it in error you have no authority to use, disclose, store or copy any of its contents 
and you should destroy it and inform the sender. Whilst this email and associated attachments will 
have been checked for known viruses whilst within the Natural England systems, we can accept no 
responsibility once it has left our systems. Communications on Natural England systems may be 
monitored and/or recorded to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful 
purposes. 

 

 

 

mailto:Stuart.Harley@naturalengland.org.uk
mailto:consultations@naturalengland.org.uk
http://www.gov.uk/natural-england


Subject: Pickup skips permit area - protected habitat 

Date: 07/06/2017 10:57:12 GMT Daylight Time 

From: robert.atkin@environment-agency.gov.uk 

To: 

hfwilcox@aol.com 

CC: yorkshire-landfill@environment-agency.gov.uk 

 

 

Sent from the Internet (Details)  
 

 
Mr Wilcox, 
 
Please see attached for the details of the protected area at the same location where you are 
applying for the Standard Rules permit on behalf of Pickup Skips. As you can see the protected area 
covers the whole cutting for quite a distance. 
 
The information on the protected area is provided to us by Natural England. 
 
If you want to discuss the application for a bespoke permit please contact yorkshire-
landfill@environment-agency.gov.uk in the first instance. I understand you have been given Louise 
Gorman as a possible contact for this sort of application. 
 
Regards, 
 

Robert Atkin MCIWM 
Environment Officer - Yorkshire 
_____________________________________________ 
Environment Agency, Lateral, 8 City Walk, Leeds LS11 9AT 
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Subject: Pickup skips permit area - protected habitat 

Date: 07/06/2017 10:57:12 GMT Daylight Time 

From: robert.atkin@environment-agency.gov.uk 

To: 

hfwilcox@aol.com 

CC: yorkshire-landfill@environment-agency.gov.uk 

 

 

Sent from the Internet (Details)  
 

 

 

 

Mr Wilcox, 
 
Please see attached for the details of the protected area at the same location where you are 
applying for the Standard Rules permit on behalf of Pickup Skips. As you can see the protected area 
covers the whole cutting for quite a distance. 
 
The information on the protected area is provided to us by Natural England. 
 
If you want to discuss the application for a bespoke permit please contact yorkshire-
landfill@environment-agency.gov.uk in the first instance. I understand you have been given Louise 
Gorman as a possible contact for this sort of application. 
 
Regards, 
 

Robert Atkin MCIWM 
Environment Officer - Yorkshire 
_____________________________________________ 
Environment Agency, Lateral, 8 City Walk, Leeds LS11 9AT 
 
 
 
 
 

Information in this message may be confidential and may be legally 

privileged. If you have received this message by mistake, please notify the 

sender immediately, delete it and do not copy it to anyone else. 

 

We have checked this email and its attachments for viruses. But you should 

still check any attachment before opening it. 

We may have to make this message and any reply to it public if asked to 

under the Freedom of Information Act, Data Protection Act or for 

litigation.  Email messages and attachments sent to or from any Environment 

Agency address may also be accessed by someone other than the sender or 

recipient, for business purposes. 

Click here to report this email as spam 
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Subject: Pickup skips permit area - protected habitat 

Date: 07/06/2017 10:57:12 GMT Daylight Time 

From: robert.atkin@environment-agency.gov.uk 

To: 

hfwilcox@aol.com 

CC: yorkshire-landfill@environment-agency.gov.uk 

 

 

Sent from the Internet (Details)  
 

 

 

 

Mr Wilcox, 
 
Please see attached for the details of the protected area at the same location where you are 
applying for the Standard Rules permit on behalf of Pickup Skips. As you can see the protected area 
covers the whole cutting for quite a distance. 
 
The information on the protected area is provided to us by Natural England. 
 
If you want to discuss the application for a bespoke permit please contact yorkshire-
landfill@environment-agency.gov.uk in the first instance. I understand you have been given Louise 
Gorman as a possible contact for this sort of application. 
 
Regards, 
 

Robert Atkin MCIWM 
Environment Officer - Yorkshire 
_____________________________________________ 
Environment Agency, Lateral, 8 City Walk, Leeds LS11 9AT 
 
 
 
 
 

Information in this message may be confidential and may be legally 

privileged. If you have received this message by mistake, please notify the 

sender immediately, delete it and do not copy it to anyone else. 

 

We have checked this email and its attachments for viruses. But you should 

still check any attachment before opening it. 

We may have to make this message and any reply to it public if asked to 

under the Freedom of Information Act, Data Protection Act or for 

litigation.  Email messages and attachments sent to or from any Environment 

Agency address may also be accessed by someone other than the sender or 

recipient, for business purposes. 

Click here to report this email as spam 
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Subject: RE: 2017-07-07 219247 MOP Query about EA Permits (Wakefield DC) 

Date: 29/06/2017 09:21:02 GMT Daylight Time 

From: Liam.OReilly@naturalengland.org.uk 

To: 

HFWilcox@aol.com  

 

 

Sent from the Internet (Details)  
 

 

 

 
Dear Mr. Wilcox, 
 
Thank you for contacting Natural England regarding this matter. 
 
I have read through your email and attachments and I can confirm Natural England has no remit in 
this matter, all correspondence should be submitted to the Environment Agency.  
 
Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006) states that ‘Every public 
authority must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is consistent with the proper 
exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity’. Section 40(3) of the same Act 
also states that ‘conserving biodiversity includes, in relation to a living organism or type of habitat, 
restoring or enhancing a population or habitat’. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Liam 
 
Liam O'Reilly 
Lead Adviser 
Sustainable Development Team 
Natural England 
Lateral  
8 City Walk  
Leeds, LS11 9AT 
 
Tel – 020 802 68668 
Mob - 07881 766 631 
 
www.gov.uk/natural-england 
 
We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where 
wildlife is protected and England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future 
generations. 
 
Natural England is committed to providing excellent customer service. We are really interested in your 
feedback on our service to you; please click on this link to complete a short survey 

 
From: HFWilcox@aol.com [mailto:HFWilcox@aol.com]  

Sent: 23 June 2017 12:01 
To: Consultations (NE) 

Cc: hfwilcox@aol.com 

Subject: PICK UP SKIPS Warmfield Fishing Grounds Development Wakefield 
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Via E-Mail 
Natural England 
County Hall                                       HFW/jrw/GA/PUS/39 
Spetchley Road                                         16th June 2017 
Worcester 
WR5 2NP 
 

FAO: The Consultations Team  
        consultations@naturalengland.org.uk 
 

Dear Sirs 
 

The Environmental Permitting Regulations 2007 & 2010 

An Application for an Environment Agency Permit: 
Standard Rules Permit SR 2015 No. 39  

The Use of Waste for the Reclamation, Restoration or Improvement of Land 

PICK UP SKIPS  
Warmfield Fishing Grounds Development  

Warmfield Lane - Kirkthorpe - WF1 5TL – SE 370 210 
 
Background  

 
(1)       Pick Up Skips & Co has acquired a section of disused railway cutting 

that traverses Warmfield Lane, Kirkthorpe. Wakefield MC has 

granted planning consent (Ref: 13/03500/FUL) to re-profile the 
stretch by infill to create two fishing ponds.  

[The consent was granted to the site’s previous owner, Mr Gary 
Asprey.]  

 
(2)       Pick Up Skips has retained:  

       Ramsden Architects / Den Architecture of Leeds (Mr Alan 

Powell) 

       Simply Ecology of Lancaster (Mr Jason Reynolds)  

       Altofts Tree Services (Ms Katherine Stephenson) 

       Black Rock (Mr Hywel Wilcox) 

to provide assistance in securing all necessary statutory 

authorisation and infrastructure requirements for the development. 
 

(3)       Pick Up Skips initially obtained a U1 Exemption to authorise the 
construction of an internal access road and upgraded site entrance 

(both completed).  
In May 2017, the company submitted an Application for a Standard 

Rules Permit SR 2015 No. 39 to cover the infill and construction 

programme.  
 

mailto:consultations@naturalengland.org.uk


(4)       The Permit Application package has been rejected and returned by 

the EA Permitting Centre. The reason for refusal is the presence of a 
“protected habitat” within 50m of the site.  

 
The local EA office has confirmed that the site is ‘a broadleaved 

deciduous woodland protected under the Natural Environment and 
Rural Communities Act (2006) Section 41 habitats of principal 

importance.’ 
 

Copies of the of the refusal correspondence are herewith attached. 
 

(5)        The Environment Agency Permitting Centre’s refusal letter 
advises that the developer should resubmit an Application for a 

Bespoke Site Permit 
 

Black Rock understands that Environment Agency has contingency 

to issue Bespoke Permits for The Use of Waste for the Reclamation, 
Restoration or Improvement of Land.  However, this is reportedly a 

relevantly new procedure and Pick Up Skips is anxious to commence 
activities without undue delay.   

 
(6)        Pick Up Skips / Black Rock have been advised that the 

Bespoke Permits might require a more comprehensive background 
research programme than would be the case for a Standard Rules 

Permit.   
 

However, in this instance, the developer has provided extensive 
background research and has consulted closely with the Wakefield 

MC departments responsible for Planning, Environmental Health, 
Trees and Highways.  

 

Black Rock would expect that there is sufficient information in the 
EA Application Package to satisfy appraisal under both Bespoke and 

Standard Rules formats 
 

 
The Development Site 

 
(7)       The section of disused railway cutting that traverses Warmfield Lane, 

Kirkthorpe is steep-sided and poses three historic risks: - 
       A risk of someone falling into the cutting 

       A pollution risk from fly-tipping. 

     Basal ponded water that water that can occasionally exhibit a 

surface film of oil. It has developed a coarse wildlife eco-
system but does not support fish.  

 
(8)       The redevelopment operation will inter alia incorporate: - 



 

(9.1) The laying of a new access road across the land, displacing 
reworked natural soil with a suitable medium to act as a running-

surface for delivery vehicles. 
 

This has already commenced under the provisions of: 
       An existing Environment Agency U1 Exemption Certificate 

(Ref:        EPR/VE5040/EN/A001) that authorises the 
acceptance of road building materials. 

       Bespoke site access drawings produced by Ramsden 

Architects Ltd (Design & Access Statement inc drawings of 

December 2013; Drawing Ref: 1513701 of December 2015) 
 

(9.2)  The clearance of undergrowth and scrub trees along the base of the 
cutting to facilitate the land improvement exercise. 

In order to maintain / enhance the existing ecosystem before the 
fishing grounds are constructed:  

       A new wildlife pond will be constructed to the north of the 

projected fishing ponds. The wildlife pond is to be drainable to 
ensure that the development of semi-aquatic fauna and flora 

can be promoted. 
       Woodpiles will be constructed to encourage and protect the 

development of any hibernating species, e.g. snakes, lizards 
etc. 

 
These provisions are incorporated in the Simply Ecology Ltd report 

of February 2016. 
 

(9.3)  The partial infill of the cutting with the displaced soil plus suitable 
natural and made ground excavations. 

This is proposed to be completed under the provisions of: 
       An SR 2015 No. 39 Standard Rules Environmental Permit 

issued by the Environment Agency. This will define and 
restrict the waste materials that will be accepted for the infill 

exercise. 

       Soils meeting Site Specific Remediation Criteria may be 

accepted if granted certificated sanction by a CL:AIRE-

registered consultant. 
 

Infill soils will be laid in ~500m-1m deep layers that will be 
progressively inset with vertical drainage columns progressively 

filled with free-draining rubble to allow surplus surface water to 
drain into the original trackbed drainage system.  

 
The operation will not fill the culvert and the majority of mature 

trees are retained. New trees are to be planted on a one-for-one 
basis, focussing on deciduous species. 



 

The Existing Habitat 
 

(9)       A northern section of the cutting-base has been colonised by self-
seeded immature willow trees. These are being progressively felled 

to create the wildlife pond and to facilitate safe clearance / access 
to the overhead electricity cables that traverse the site. 

 
There is a restricted period of felling to protect the nests of any 

birds in standing trees. 
 

(10)    The background research obtained to support the Planning Consent 
and EA Permit Applications included the commissioning of 

GeoInsight and EnviroInsight reports from Groundsure Ltd.  
 

The EnviroInsight report identifies that there are none of the 

following within 500m of the development site: 
 

         Records of Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)  

         Records of National Nature Reserves (NNR)  

         Records of Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)  

         Records of Special Protection Areas (SPA)  

         Records of Ramsar sites  

         Records of Ancient Woodlands  

         Records of Local Nature Reserves (LNR)  

         Records of World Heritage Sites  

         Records of Environmentally Sensitive Areas  

         Records of Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)  

         Records of National Parks  

 

It can thus be assumed that no sensitive cultural or ecological sites 
would be affected by the proposed development. 

 
The “Protected Habitat” 

 
(11)    The Groundsure  EnviroInsight report recorded that there are no 

official protected habitats within 500 metres of the development 
site. 

 

The report does confirm the presence of water within 50 metres of 
the development site and the fact that the site lies in a nitrogen 

sensitive zone.  
 

(12)    The Water Within 50 Metres of the Development Site relates to the 
standing trapped water that is only present because the original 

track drainage has become partially clogged. The water retains a 



degree of contamination and, though it supports plant life, it does 

not support fish.   
 

The new development would involve:  
                    restoring the direct passage of free water to the historical 

drainage system beneath the residual railtrack           plus  
                    creating clean water resources for fish and invertebrate 

wildlife to flourish                                                    plus  
                    create an additional basal barrier between incident rainfall 

and the residual railbed that can be expected to retain 
potential contaminants                                     

                      plus  
                    construct aquatic and terrestrial wildlife zones to improve and 

enhance the ecology of the area in advance of constructing 
the fishing ponds.  

 
(13)    The fact that the site lies in a Nitrogen Sensitive Zone has little 

relevance to the proposed development.  The proposed operation 

does not incorporate the acceptance of sewage sludge, agricultural 
fertiliser, pig/cow slurry etc.   

The completed site will have an enhanced area of grassland, 
treeforms and micro-organism ecology that would enhance the 

degradation of incident nitrate/ammonia compounds than is 
currently in place.   

 
(14)    It is thus apparent that the proposed operation will beneficially 

address environmental concerns with regard to the presence of 
standing water and the nitrate sensitivity of the wider area. 

 
(15)    The Planning process has taken two years to be progressed.  At no 

time did the Environment Agency, which is a Statutory Consultee: 
       object to the proposal or modus operandus of the proposed 

scheme.   
       object to the proposed scheme being authorised by a 

Standard Rules Permit.    

 
Requested Liaison with Natural England 

 
(16)    Pick Up Skips would hope that the local Natural England officer 

covering West Yorkshire can confirm to the EA Permitting Centre the 
issue of a Standard Rules Permit would be appropriate to facilitate 

the land improvement exercise that has been approved by the 
Wakefield MC Planning Authority.  

 
(17)    Black Rock and Pick Up Skips would be happy to arrange a site 

meeting with officers of the Natural England Consultations Team to 



confirm the current status and proposed remediation programme for 

the land at Kirkthorpe.   
Please find the accompanying the accompanying copies of 

documents/information to assist in your appraisal of the situation. 
 

Pick Up Skips and Black Rock trust that the provisions detailed in this 
document and its supporting information are sufficient for the purposes 

of  Natural England and associated parties. 
 

Should any points be identified for further clarification or discussion, I 
would be grateful if you could contact me directly at the above address. 

 
 

Hywel Wilcox 
Director 
Black Rock Environmental Asstes Ltd 
 

On behalf of Pick Up Skips & Co.  
 

 
  
Hywel Wilcox 
 
Black Rock Env Asstes Ltd, 
16 Buckingham Crescent 
Clayton 
Bradford 
W Yorkshire. BD14 6EJ 
 
Tel:       01274 814384 
Fax:      01274 413906 
Mobile:  07831 509131 
E-mail: hfwilcox@aol.com 

This email and any attachments is intended for the named recipient only. If 
you have received it in error you have no authority to use, disclose, store or copy any of its contents 
and you should destroy it and inform the sender. Whilst this email and associated attachments will 
have been checked for known viruses whilst within the Natural England systems, we can accept no 
responsibility once it has left our systems. Communications on Natural England systems may be 
monitored and/or recorded to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful 
purposes. 
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The proposed area for the Standard Rules permit applied for is covered by a protected habitat. It is a 

broadleaved deciduous woodland protected under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities 

Act (2006) Section 41 habitats of principal importance. 

The standard rules permit SR2015 No39 does not allow the operation to take place in such a 

protected area, see permit condition 2.4.2 c) 

The protected area is shown in shaded purple in the map below. 
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