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Homers Farm inert landfill: Non-Technical Summary 
This report has been prepared by Stantec UK Ltd (Stantec) in its professional capacity as 
environmental specialists, with reasonable skill, care and diligence within the agreed scope and 
terms of contract and taking account of the manpower and resources devoted to it by agreement 
with its client and is provided by Stantec solely for the internal use of its client. 

The advice and opinions in this report should be read and relied on only in the context of the report 
as a whole, taking account of the terms of reference agreed with the client.  The findings are based 
on the information made available to Stantec at the date of the report (and will have been assumed 
to be correct) and on current UK standards, codes, technology and practices as at that time.  They 
do not purport to include any manner of legal advice or opinion.  New information or changes in 
conditions and regulatory requirements may occur in future, which will change the conclusions 
presented here. 

This report is confidential to the client.  The client may submit the report to regulatory bodies, where 
appropriate.  Should the client wish to release this report to any other third party for that party’s 
reliance, Stantec may, by prior written agreement, agree to such release, provided that it is 
acknowledged that Stantec accepts no responsibility of any nature to any third party to whom this 
report or any part thereof is made known.  Stantec accepts no responsibility for any loss or damage 
incurred as a result, and the third party does not acquire any rights whatsoever, contractual or 
otherwise, against Stantec except as expressly agreed with Stantec in writing. 
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1 Introduction 
This section of the Environmental Permit application corresponds to Question 5c of Part B2 (Version 
10, April 2018) of the application forms, which requires the provision of a Non-Technical Summary 
for a proposed inert landfill. 

A Non-Technical Summary seeks to provide a concise summary of the application in non-technical 
language. 

Harleyford Aggregates Ltd (Harleyford) is seeking appropriate permission from the Environment 
Agency to restore a quarry void by landfilling with inert materials at Homers Farm, which is located 
off Short Lane, Staines-on-Thames, TW19 7BQ (the Site). 

The Site occupies an area of approximately 10.5 hectares and is located c. 1 km to the south of 
Heathrow Airport in the west of London (see Drawing ESSD1).  

1.1 Site history and proposed development 
The Site itself is located on agricultural land, although the surrounding area is largely developed with 
the A30 located along the southern boundary; with the settlements of Ashford to the south; Stanwell 
to the west and Feltham to the east (see Drawings ESSD1, ESSD2 and ESSD11). 

Planning permission (ref: SP/13/00141/SCC) allows for the extraction of sand and gravel and 
subsequent restoration to agriculture land using inert materials. The total amount of mineral planned 
for extraction is 749,000 tonnes (or 470,000 m3).  

The Environmental Permit application seeks to allow infilling of the resulting quarry void by inert 
landfill (L05). The total rate of infilling will not exceed 240,000 tonnes (150,000 m3) per year which 
is equivalent to around 800 tonnes per working day. 

1.2 Waste acceptance and permitted activities 
Access to the Site will be via a dedicated entrance from Short Lane (immediately to the west of the 
Site). 

All incoming loads will be checked as they arrive at Site.  A waste acceptance check will be 
undertaken with additional visual checks being undertaken at the point of off-loading at the Site. 

1.3 Staffing and general maintenance 
The Site will only be open for operation between the following times: 

 07:30 hours to 18:00 hours - Mondays to Fridays 

 08:30 hours to 13:00 hours - Saturdays 

The Site will be closed on Sundays and Public, Bank or National Holidays. 

Lockable gates will be present at the Site entrance which will be fully secured outside operational 
hours to prevent unauthorised access.  
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A noticeboard will be displayed near the Site entrance and will include: the Site name and Permit 
number; the name, address and emergency contact details for Harleyford; and details for how to 
contact the Environment Agency for general enquiries or in an emergency. 

All staff will have clearly defined roles and responsibilities; with a nominated Site manager having 
overall responsibility. Appropriate training will be provided, and written instructions will be given to 
all staff where necessary. 

All Site-based machinery and equipment will be serviced and maintained in accordance with the 
manufacturers’ recommended maintenance schedules. 

Prior to exiting the Site, vehicles will, if necessary, be stopped and inspected and cleaned of any 
material adhering to the wheels or chassis using the wheel and tyre cleaning facilities by the Site 
entrance to prevent mud being deposited on the local road network. 

Should it become apparent that mud has been tracked onto the public highway, sweeping of relevant 
areas, including the public highway, will be undertaken as soon as possible.  A road sweeper will be 
employed, if required. 

Due to the inert nature of the materials that will be received at the Site there will not be a significant 
odour, litter, pest, vermin or fire risk. 

Fuels will only be stored for the purpose of refuelling on-Site machinery. All fuels will be kept in 
suitable, secure and locked storage containers featuring adequate secondary containment.  
Maintenance and refuelling of will only be allowed in designated areas of the Site. Appropriate 
firefighting equipment will be available at the Site. 

1.4 Site operations 
The Site will be operated according to a detailed Site Operation Plan.  

Any complaints received regarding operations will be recorded and investigated by the Site manager 
and, if necessary, action will be taken to resolve them. 

1.5 Operator competence 
The Site will be operated by Harleyford who has a track record of landfill restoration and has not 
been convicted of any relevant offences or subject to insolvency or bankruptcy. 

Relevant staff within Harleyford who will be managing the restoration of the Site will be assessed to 
be technically competent for inert waste management operations under an Industry Standard 
Operator Competence Scheme. 

Harleyford operates a comprehensive Environmental Management System. 

1.6 Environmental and hydrogeological risk assessment 
Although various residential properties are positioned c. 50 m of the Site boundary, the proposed 
operational management controls are considered adequate to constrain any potential impacts 
relating to odour, noise, vibration, and dust, mud, litter, pests and vermin. 
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Risks to local waters have been assessed through a detailed Hydrogeological Risk Assessment 
(HRA).  The natural London Clay will form the base of the Site; an engineered geological barrier will 
be constructed from re-worked London Clay around the perimeter of the Site. The HRA does not 
predict any discernible impact to groundwater.  

Stability of the landfill has been assessed through the Stability Risk Assessment (SRA), which 
provides a preliminary assessment of the five principal components of the stability Site conceptual 
model. 

1.7 Environmental monitoring 
Regular environmental monitoring will be carried out at the Site as detailed in a Site Monitoring Plan. 
This will include regular monitoring of groundwater, gas and surface water. 

Limits have been defined for landfill gas concentrations; groundwater levels and for groundwater 
quality which will be used to demonstrate that the Site is performing as intended. 

In the event that the quarry void fills with water to the point where it may overtop, the excess water 
will be discharged via a recharge trench close to the Site’s southern boundary.  It is proposed this is 
monitored to confirm that this water does not pose a risk to receiving waters. 
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