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BASIS OF REPORT 

This document has been prepared by SLR Consulting Limited with reasonable skill, care and diligence, and taking account of th e 
manpower, timescales and resources devoted to it by agreement with Saint-Gobain Construction Products UK Limited (the Client) as 
part or all of the services it has been appointed by the Client to carry out. It is subject to the terms and conditions of that appointment. 

SLR shall not be liable for the use of or reliance on any information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document for any 
purpose by any person other than the Client. Reliance may be granted to a third party only in the event that SLR and the third party 
have executed a reliance agreement or collateral warranty. 

Information reported herein may be based on the interpretation of public domain data collected by SLR, and/or information supplied 
by the Client and/or its other advisors and associates. These data have been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid.   

The copyright and intellectual property in all drawings, reports, specifications, bills of quantities, calculations and other information set 
out in this report remain vested in SLR unless the terms of appointment state otherwise.   

This document may contain information of a specialised and/or highly technical nature and the Client is advised to seek clari fication on 
any elements which may be unclear to it.  

Information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document should only be relied upon in the context of the whole document 
and any documents referenced explicitly herein and should then only be used within the context of the appointment.  
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 INTRODUCTION 

Saint-Gobain Construction Products UK Limited (SG) has instructed SLR Consulting Limited (SLR) to prepare an 
Environmental Permit (EP) variation application for Old Tip Mountfield Landfill at Robertsbridge, East Sussex, 
TN32 5LA, under the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016 (as amended). This 
variation application seeks to add a passive leachate treatment system to Old Tip Mountfield Landfill (hereafter 
referred to as ‘the Site’), to treat sulphate rich leachate being generated by the two Mountfield landfill sites. 

The Site Location Plan is shown on Drawing 001 and EP boundary illustrated on Drawing 002. 

The EP was originally issued in August 1977 under a waste disposal licence. Due to the nature of the site and the 
age of the EP, it is likely an original Site Condition Report (SCR) was not prepared.  SCR’s are not required for 
areas subject to the permanent deposit of waste.  This variation has been prepared to support only the area of 
proposed boundary extension to the east of the site. 

This SCR has been prepared in accordance with the Environment Agency’s (EA) H5 Guidance Note on SCR1. The 
objective of the SCR is to record and describe the condition of the land at the site prior to operation of a facility. 
The SCR provides a point of reference and baseline environmental data so that when the EP is surrendered it can 
be demonstrated that there has been no deterioration in the condition of the land as a result of the operations, 
and ensure that the condition of the land is in a ‘satisfactory state’ on surrender of the EP.  

Sections 1 to 3 of the EA’s SCR template have been completed in the preparation of this document, which 
comprises the following: 

• Site details; 

• Condition of the land at permit issue; 

o Geology; 

o Hydrogeology; 

o Hydrology; 

• Pollution History; 

• Evidence of historic contamination; and 

• Permitted activities. 

It is considered that the remaining sections, 4 to 10 which should be completed during the lifetime of the permit 
and at surrender are not required at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________ 
1 Environment Agency – H5 Site Condition Report – guidance and templates, Version 3.0, April 2013 
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 SITE CONDITION REPORT H5 TEMPLATE 
 

1.0 SITE DETAILS  

Name of the applicant 

 

Saint-Gobain Construction Products UK Limited 

Activity address 

 

Robertsbridge, 

East Sussex, 

TN32 5LA 

National grid reference 

 

 

TQ 72834 19731 

 

Document reference and dates for Site Condition 
Report at permit application and surrender 

 

N/A 

 

 

Document references for site plans (including location 
and boundaries) 

 

• Drawing 001  Site Location Plan 

• Drawing 002 Proposed Layout 

• Drawing 003  Environmental Site 
Setting and Receptors  

• Drawing 004  Cultural and Natural 
Heritage 

• 01288.00029.19.002    Pipework Layout 

 

Note: 

In Part A of the application form you must give us details of the site’s location and provide us with a site plan. 
We need a detailed site plan (or plans) showing: 

• Site location, the area covered by the site condition report, and the location and nature of the activities 
and/or waste facilities on the site. 

• Locations of receptors, sources of emissions/releases, and monitoring points. 

• Site drainage. 

• Site surfacing. 

If this information is not shown on the site plan required by Part B2 of the application form, then you should 
submit the additional plan or plans with this site condition report.  
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2.0 CONDITION OF THE LAND AT PERMIT ISSUE 

Environmental setting including: 

 

• geology 

• hydrogeology 

• surface waters 
 

Geology 

A review of the British Geological Survey (BGS)2 map 
reveals that the Site is underlain by a bedrock of 
Ashdown Formation – Sandstone, Siltstone and 
Mudstone indicative of an environment previously 
dominated by swamps, estuaries and deltas.   

The superficial geology recorded at the site, 
identifies Alluvium deposits to the east of the Site, 
indicative of an environment previously dominated 
by rivers.  

Hydrogeology 

The bedrock geology is classified as a Secondary (A) 
Aquifer on the Multi-Agency Information for the 
Countryside (MAGIC)3 website. These are described 
by the EA as “permeable layers capable of supporting 
water supplies at a local rather than strategic scale, 
and in some cases forming an important source of 
base flow to rivers.”. 

The superficial geology beneath the majority of the 
site is classified by the EA as Unproductive Strata, 
however the Site’s eastern boundary is intersected 
by secondary A superficial deposit described by the 
EA as “permeable layers capable of supporting water 
supplies at a local rather than strategic scale, and in 
some cases forming an important source of base flow 
to rivers”. 

The site is not situated within a groundwater source 
protection zone (SPZ).  

The Groundwater Vulnerability layer on the MAGIC2 
map reveals the majority of the site lies within an 
area known for groundwater vulnerability classified 
as high. Limited areas to the east of the site is 
situated within a medium – high ground vulnerability 
area. 

Hydrology  

River Line lies adjacent to the Site’s western and 
eastern boundary. Several ponds are identified 
within 500m of the EP boundary, the closest of which 
lies approximately 270m to the north. Two further 

______________________ 
2 British Geological Survey – Available at: http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html, accessed June 2020 
3 Multi-Agency Information for the Countryside – Available at: http://magic.gov.uk, accessed June 2020 

http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html
http://magic.gov.uk/
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ponds are situated approximately 300m southeast 
and 380m south of the EP boundary. 

Flooding 

EA mapping4 indicates the site is situated in Flood 
Zone 1 and therefore has a low probability of 
flooding.   

Pollution history including: 

 

• pollution incidents that may have affected land 

• historical land-uses and associated contaminants  

• any visual/olfactory evidence of existing 
contamination 

• evidence of damage to pollution prevention 
measures  

 

Onsite Pollution History 

There are no known onsite pollution incidents 
according to data taken from the EA website5. 

The proposed location for the installation is on a 
closed landfill site (Old Tip Mountfield Landfill).  

Offsite Pollution History  

There are no known pollution incidents in the 
immediate surrounding land. According to data 
taken from the EA website5 the closest pollution 
incident from 2000-2020 to the Site was 
approximately 2.7km to the south-east at NGR TQ 
75674 18339 on 19/08/2010. The incident involved 
Crude Sewage and was classified as having the 
following impact on the environment: Category 4 
(No Impact) on Air, Category 4 (No Impact) on Land 
and Category 1 (Major Impact) on Water. 

Potential contamination sources in the wider area 
surrounding the site include: 

• Mountfield Tip landfill, a closed landfill site 
adjacent to the Site boundary on the 
southern edge;  

• Mountfield Gypsum Mines, located 
approximately 850m south-west of the Site; 

• British Gypsum site, formally a Plaster Mill, 
approximately 100m north of the Site; 

• An area of earthworks, marked 300m north 
of the Site; 

• A railway line situated approximately 450m 
east of the Site; 

• Electricity Distribution Station (El Dist Sta) 
240m south-west of the Site; and 

______________________ 

4 Flood Map for Planning – Available at: https://flood-map-for-planning.service.gov.uk/, accessed November 2020 
5 https://environment.data.gov.uk/portalstg/home/item.html?id=025c69dc15784a2186c3f089c776be5c, accessed November 2020 

https://flood-map-for-planning.service.gov.uk/
https://environment.data.gov.uk/portalstg/home/item.html?id=025c69dc15784a2186c3f089c776be5c
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• Historic limekiln (no longer present) located 
300m north of the Site. 

All of the above represent potentially contaminative 
former or current land uses in the locality of the Site. 

Historic Mapping 

Site history has been reviewed using old-maps.co.uk 
and is detailed below. Previous uses of the site and 
its surrounding area include: 

• 1873 and 1880: The Site was situated on an 
area of woodland. Much of the surrounding 
land in all directions comprises also of 
woodland or open/agricultural land. A 
limekiln is situated 300m north of the Site. 
The River Line flows through where the 
existing EP boundary now lies. The South 
Eastern Railway is situated approximately 
450m east of the Site. 

The closest residential dwellings are around 
560m north-east from the Site which include 
some individual dwellings, All Saints’ Church, 
graveyard and Church House. 

• 1898: There is no notable changes to the Site 
area. 

The limekiln to the north of the Site is now 
marked as ‘Old Limekiln’. There is now a 
Tramway line running just above where the 
existing EP boundary now is. The tramway 
line is where the Robertsbridge Gypsum 
Mine Access Road now exists. 

The Sub-Wealden Gypsum Works have been 
constructed approximately 850m south-
west of the Site, with an Air Shaft annotated 
around the works area. 

• 1909: There is no notable changes to the Site 
area. 

Tanks, Gasometer and Shafts (disused) are 
all no marked around the Sub-Wealden 
Gypsum Works. 

Additional dwellings have been built north-
east of the Site. 

• 1930: There is no notable changes to the Site 
area. 
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The Sub-Wealden Gypsum Works are now 
named as Gypsum Mines. Additional 
infrastructure has been built around the 
Mines some of which include additional 
tanks and a shaft. Of the original marked 
infrastructure, only the tanks remain 
annotated.  

Additional tramway line has been 
constructed which extends through and past 
the Mine, approximately 750m south-west 
of the Site.           

• 1960: There is no notable changes to the Site 
area or the surrounding land use. 

• 1972: An area adjacent to where the Site 
now lies appears to have been felled of 
woodland and there is now a large Playing 
Field located there. 

The tramway line adjacent to the Site is now 
marked as a Mineral Railway line. A small 
additional section of railway line has been 
constructed across where the now existing 
EP boundary is. 

Approximately 100m north of the Site, 
Hemihydrate Plaster Mill has been 
constructed. The mill comprises of 
significant infrastructure including features 
marked as filter bed, hoppers, tank and 
conveyor. There has also been a conveyor 
constructed between the plaster mill and the 
gypsum mines.  

There has been more development at the 
Gypsum Mine (now annotated as Mountfield 
Mine (gypsum)). 

Additional dwellings have been built in the 
previously mentioned north-east area of the 
Site. 

An electricity sub station (marked as El Sub 
Sta) is located 240m south-west of the Site. 

• 1976: There is no notable changes to the Site 
area. 

There is an area of Earthworks marked 
approximately 300m north of the Site. 
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• 2020: The area where the EP boundary lies 
has been felled of woodland and now is open 
ground. 

The plaster mill is now marked as British 
Gypsum and additional infrastructure has 
been built. 

Many of the buildings associated with the 
Gypsum Mine appear to have been replaced 
with an area of open ground and some dirt 
roads.  

Evidence of historic contamination, for example, 
historical site investigation, assessment, remediation 
and verification reports (where available) 

 

N/A 

Baseline soil and groundwater reference data 

 

N/A 

Supporting 
information 

https://environment.data.gov.uk/portalstg/home/item.html?id=025c69dc15784a2186c3f089c776be5c, accessed 
November 2020 
 

 

3.0 PERMITTED ACTIVITIES 

Permitted activities  

 

The Old Tip is permitted to operate under an EP (Ref: 
EPR/DP3190VV) transferred to Saint-Gobain 
Construction Products UK Limited by the EA on 27th 
November 2009.  

The current EP for the Site is for a definitively closed 
landfill. 

This proposed EP variation application for the Site 
proposes the following activities to be undertaken:  

• D8: Biological treatment resulting in final 
compounds or mixtures which are discarded 
by any of the operations numbered D1 to 
D12 

Non-permitted activities undertaken 

 

N/A 

Document references for: 

• Plan showing activity layout; and 

• Environmental risk assessment. 

• Drawing 001  Site Location Plan 

• Drawing 002 Proposed Layout 

• Drawing 003  Environmental Site 
Setting and Receptors  

https://environment.data.gov.uk/portalstg/home/item.html?id=025c69dc15784a2186c3f089c776be5c
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• Drawing 004  Cultural and Natural 
Heritage 

• 01288.00029.19.002    Pipework Layout 

 

Note: 

In Part B of the application form you must tell us about the activities that you will undertake at the site. You must 
also give us an environmental risk assessment.  This risk assessment must be based on our guidance 
(Environmental Risk Assessment) or use an equivalent approach. 

It is essential that you identify in your environmental risk assessment all the substances used and produced that 
could pollute the soil or groundwater if there were an accident, or if measures to protect land fail.  

These include substances that would be classified as ‘dangerous’ under the Control of Major Accident Hazards 
(COMAH) regulations and also raw materials, fuels, intermediates, products, wastes and effluents.  

If your submitted environmental risk assessment does not adequately address the risks to soil and groundwater 
we may need to request further information from you or even refuse your permit application. 
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