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Introduction 

Beyond Waste has been appointed by Laci Land Restoration Ltd to prepare and submit 

an application for a Bespoke Environmental Permit to authorise a deposit for recovery 

operation involving the importation of 24,500m3 for the improvement of agricultural land 

at Sweethayes Farm, London Road, Hurst Green, TN19 7PS.The proposal would be 

eligible for a Standard Rules permit save for the site's proximity to an ancient woodland 

and deciduous woodland (less than 50m from the edge of the application boundary). 

Therefore, this application relates to a bespoke permit and requires a site-specific risk 

assessment. 

Environment Agency guidance on risk assessments for environmental permits 1  states 

that "If you’re applying for a bespoke permit but most of your activities are covered by 

standard rules, you only need to do a risk assessment for the activities or risks that are not 

covered by the generic risk assessment for those standard rules." That is to say, only the 

activities or risks not covered by the applicable generic risk assessment need to be 

separately addressed.  

Given the nature of the proposed waste operation corresponds to that of SR2015 No 39: 

use of waste in a deposit for recovery operations it is considered appropriate to rely on 

the SR2015 No 39 generic risk assessment as the basis of the risk assessment supporting 

this bespoke permit application. All of the parameters identified within the scope of the 

generic risk assessment are met aside from parameter 4, as shown in the parameter 

alignment checklist overleaf (Table 1). This risk assessment addresses the key concern 

not met in the standard rules risk assessment (parameter 4) and provides a 

comprehensive risk assessment of other potential risks that may be posed by the 

proposed operations at the site.

 
1 Risk assessment for your environmental permit, 01.02.2016 
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Table 1 Standard Rules Parameter Alignment Checklist 

Parameter 

Number 
Parameter Met (Y/N) Comment 

1 Permitted activities - The storage and recovery of waste (R5, R10, R13) Y  

2 
Permitted wastes - Inert wastes and specified non-hazardous wastes as listed in the table 

of wastes 
Y  

3 Maximum quantity of waste shall be limited to 60,000 cubic metres or less Y  

4 

The activities shall not be carried out within 500m of a European Site (candidate or 

Special Area of Conservation,  proposed or Special Protection Area or Ramsar site) or a 

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI); 50 metres of a site that has species or habitats 

protected under the Biodiversity Action Plan that the Environment Agency considers at 

risk to this activity, 250m of the presence of the great crested newts where it is linked to 

the breeding ponds of the newts by good habitat or  50 metres of a National Nature 

Reserve (NNR), Local Nature Reserves(LNR), Local Wildlife  Site (LWS), Ancient woodland 

or Scheduled Ancient Monument. 

N 

• Ancient Woodland – Unnamed – within 50m 

• Deciduous Woodland (habitat protected under the 

Biodiversity Action Plan) – within 50m  

 

 

5 

The activities must not be carried out within groundwater Source Protection Zones 1 and 

2 or if a source protection zone has not been defined then not within 250 metres of any 

well, spring or borehole used for the supply of water for human consumption. This 

includes private water supplies. 

Y  

6 No point source discharges to controlled waters or groundwater Y  

7 The activities must not be carried out within 10 metres of any watercourse Y  

8 No waste may be deposited into a water body or sub-water table Y  

9 The activities shall not be carried out on historic, closed or operational landfills Y  

10 Activities must not be carried out in an air quality management area for PM10 Y  
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Receptors 

Nature and Heritage conservation site – Ancient Woodland – 2 unnamed Woodlands 

Environment Agency pre application screening identified 2 swathes of ancient woodland 

within 50m of the application site boundary (shown in Appendix 1) and a deciduous 

woodland (shown in Appendix 2).  

For the purpose of this risk assessment these receptors have been assigned a number 

(shown in Appendix 1).  

1. Ancient woodland – to the north west 

2. Ancient woodland – to the south 

3. Deciduous woodland – closest part of the woodland to the site’s boundary is to 

the south.  

Site Characteristics 

The site slopes to the south west. At the base of the slope is the area of ancient 

woodland and deciduous woodland (2 &3)  

The prevailing wind at the site is from the south west as shown in the wind rose in Figure 

1.  

 

Figure 1 Hurst Green Windrose (willyweather.co.uk)
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Hazard Pathway Receptor 

Hazard Receptor Pathway Risk Management techniques Probability of exposure Consequence Overall risk 

Emissions to air: 
Dust from the 

operation. 

1) Ancient 
Woodland 

to the 
north-
west. 

2) Ancient 
Woodland to 

the south 
3) Deciduous 

woodland to 
the south. 

Wind-blown 

Visual dust monitoring. 
 

Dampening down of the site if 
required. 

 
Site speed limits 

 

Dust could potentially reach the receptors when the 
wind is strong and blows in the direction of the 

receptors. 

Dust coating tree/ shrub 
leaves inhibiting 

photosynthesis/respiration. 

Low when 
management 

techniques are utilised. 

Physical damage 
from Vehicles 

and Plant 

Physical 
Contact 

A minimum of a 5m buffer 
zone between the site 

workings and the crown 
spread of any trees. 

Trees/ shrubs may be damaged by contact with plant/ 
equipment at the site during the construction. 

Damage to trees/shrubs 
Low when 

management 
techniques are utilised. 

Pollution from 

hazardous 

materials 

Runoff 

across the 

site surface 

Potentially hazardous 

materials such as fuels, oils 

and chemicals will be stored at 

least 20m from any tree/stem, 

or in a bunded storage vessel. 

Leaks or spills ages may cause the release of potentially 

harmful hazardous materials into the identified 

receptors. 
Pollution to trees/shrub roots 

Low when 

management 

techniques are used 

Pollution from 

hazardous waste 

Stringent waste acceptance 

procedures will be 

implemented 

Hazardous waste entering the site may cause the 

release of potentially harmful hazardous materials into 

the identified receptors. 

Low when 

management 

techniques are used. 

Pollution from 

sediments and 

particulate 

matter 

Works to cease during periods 
of extreme rain. 

 
Strict waste acceptance 
procedures to prevent 

contaminated/hazardous 
waste entering the site. 

 
Visual monitoring and 

recording water run-off rates. 
Stopping working when water 

run-off is high. 
 

Sediments and particulate matter can be transported 

by rainwater run off to the woodland 

Blanketing of tree/ shrub 

roots 

Low when 

management 

techniques used 
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Other mitigating factors 

The following section of the risk assessment presents site specific characteristics that 

reduce the risk to the identified receptors. 

1) Prevailing Wind  

The prevailing wind (shown in Figure 1 windrose & superimposed on Figure 2) is from the 

south west to the north east. All sensitive environmental receptors are either to the 

south or the north west. Hence the prevailing wind is in the opposite direction of these 

habitats so even though the site may produce dust if dried out, the potential pathway to 

the receptors is minimal. 

2) Buffer Zone 

There is a minimum of 5m between the ancient woodland and deciduous woodland 

(shown in Figure 2). 

 

Figure 2 Proposed site in relation to woodland receptors and the buffer zone. 

This buffer will be maintained between the site boundary and the identified woodlands. 

This buffer zone will ensure that no physical damage will be caused to the woodland 

during construction and the fill will not intrude into the root zone (as defined by the 

crown spread).  

 

 



Beyond Waste for Laci Land Restoration Ltd 

Project: Bespoke Environmental Permit Sweethayes Farm  
Document: Risk Assessment     
Version: v1.0 15.10.2020 

6 

3) The levelling out of the slope towards the woodland 

As previously mentioned, the site slopes towards the ancient woodland. There is 

potential for surface rainwater run off to transport pollutants, such as particulate matter 

towards the ancient woodland. The land improvement works will reduce the slope of the 

land, thereby reducing this risk of impact upon the ancient woodland.   

4) The Code of Construction Practice 

The works will be conducted in accordance with a Code of Construction practice. This will 

detail good practice measures for working to mitigate potential impacts from 

construction. The key measures recommended within the Code of Construction Practice 

are as follows: 

• Works to cease during periods of extreme rain to prevent the disturbance of the 

soil resulting in its suspension in the flowing waters across the site. 

• Visual monitoring and recording water run-off rates and also monitoring of the 

extent of suspended particles. 

• Application of design control for construction vehicles, vehicles routing wheel 

washing facilities and sheeting of lorries during transportation of construction 

materials. 

• Maximum speed at any time on site will not exceed 5mph.  

Ground Water Risk Assessment  

The Standard Rules Permit for this type of activity (SR2015 No39) requires that the 

activities must not be carried out within a groundwater source protection zones 1 and 2 

or if a source protection zone has not been defined then not within 250 metres of any 

well, spring or borehole used for the supply of water for human consumption. This 

includes private water supplies. 

Figure 3 below shows that the site does not overly a groundwater source protection 

zone 1 or 2.  
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Figure 3 Groundwater source protection screening 

As the site is not in a source protection zone and the limitation of input material to clean 

inert material (as controlled by waste acceptance procedures in the site EMS) the risk to 

groundwater posed by the proposed waste recovery operation is considered to be Low. 

As such, a further hydrogeological risk assessment is not required due to a low risk to 

groundwater.  

 

Amenity (Nuisance and Health Issues) Human Risk Assessment 

As the site itself forms part of a farm the activities associated with the recovery 

operation proposed would not be dissimilar to those conducted as part of the day to day 

workings of a farm. For example, the use of plant and machinery such as tractors and 

diggers for farming purposes. There are no additional impacts expected to any of the 

possible receptors identified within Figure 4 from noise or vibration. It is important to 

note that the waste recovery operation at the site will be temporary and after 

completion of the land improvement works, any elevated noise levels will return to 

normal. Further to these mitigating factors, a noise impact assessment was not required 

by the Agency pre application advice and therefore is not submitted Within the standard 

rules set for waste recovery operations it is assessed that local residents can be sensitive 

to noise and vibration. However, there is usually low potential for exposure. The residual 

risk of noise and vibration is therefore, considered to be low.  
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The uphill location of the identified receptors in relation to the site also reduces the risk 

of exposure from dust and noise.  

 

Figure 4 The location of possible human receptors in relation to the prevailing wind 

While it appears that the prevailing wind could carry dust generated from activities at the 

site in the direction of some of the identified receptors, the elevations (shown in Figure 

5) must be taken into consideration. Figure 5 shows that the site is located at a 

significantly lower level than the identified receptors which sit on higher ground.  
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Figure 5 Contours showing the elevations at the site 

This height difference will reduce the pathway for dust to the receptors and in doing so 

reduce the likelihood of any harm being caused to these receptors. Therefore, it has been 

considered that any risk to amenity is Low. 

Surface Water Risk Assessment 

Figure 6 shows the identified surface water features within 500m of the site. Surface 

water might run off towards these habitats due to the gradient at the site.  However, 

given the principal content of runoff might be clean inert particulate matter this action is 

unlikely to pose a risk to the woodland. 
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Figure 6 Surface Water Features 

Given the site slopes to the south any potential risks to the Tributary to Thisley Gill to the 

east of the site can be screened out of this risk assessment as there is no pathway for 

potentially damaging material to flow east via surface water. Between the site and the 

remaining receptors (a pond and tributary to River Rother) there is woodland and 

vegetation. This will provide natural protection from surface run-off containing 

sediments. These features act as a natural barrier slowing the flow of surface water and 

allowing time for any suspended sediments in the surface water to deposit before 

reaching the pond and the tributary. 

 

Below is the list of additional mitigation used to reduce any harm to the remaining two 

receptors. 

• Works to cease during periods of extreme rain to prevent the disturbance of the 

soil resulting in its suspension in the flowing waters across the infill site. 

• Visual monitoring and recording water run-off rates and monitoring of the extent 

of suspended particles and be responsible for stopping works during extreme rain 

events or at any time it is considered run off is excessive to mitigate 

contamination of the local ponds and lakes and ensure a record of hydrological 

conditions and action taken is maintained.  
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As well as this mitigation, waste coming into the site will be subject to strict waste 

acceptance procedures preventing potentially contaminated material entering the 

site. Therefore, the risk to surface water features from the waste recovery operation 

is considered to be Low. 

 

 Conclusion 

 

This application is for a bespoke permit solely because of proximity of the application site 

to ancient woodland. Otherwise it would be in accordance with SR2015 No39: use of 

waste in a deposit for recovery operations. 

 

As required by EA guidance2 this assessment has: 

• identified the potential receptors, and 

• assessed the possible pathways 

 

to determine the risk posed by the proposed recovery operation to the local 

environment in general and the receptors in particular. 

 

Through a combination of natural conditions that prevail onsite and management 

methods it is considered that any risk posed would be low, and hence a permit may be 

granted.

 
2 Risk assessments for your environmental permit, February 2016 
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Appendix 1 Pre-Application Screening – Ancient Woodland Location 
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Appendix 2 Pre-Application Screening – Protected Habitats – Deciduous Woodland 
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