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Briefing 1 

Hinkley Point C 

Nr Bridgwater, Somerset, TA5 1UD 

Permit Number: EPR/WP3200PJ/A001   19 May 2020 

 

Introduction 

We have received an application for a permit, under the Environmental Permitting 
(England and Wales) (Amendment) Regulations 2018 SI 110, from NNB Generation 
Company (HPC) Limited, a subsidiary of EDF Energy.  

The Company has applied to us because it needs to operate a number of diesel 
generators at the Hinkley Point C (HPC) nuclear power station construction site which is 
located on the north Somerset coast, near Bridgwater. The permit application number is 
given above. 

The Company already has a number of environmental permits in place for the future 
operation of the nuclear power station. This briefing note will tell you more about why the 
Company has applied for this permit, how you can find out more and how you can send 
your comments to us. 

Background 

There is limited availability to connect to mains electricity at the HPC construction site. The 
generators are required to provide electrical energy to power tools and equipment needed 
for the construction of the power station.  

There are approximately 200 mobile diesel generators on site. These can be moved to 
different locations within the boundary of the permitted site, as required by the workforce.  

Why does the Company need another permit? 

The Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) (Amendment) Regulations 2018 SI 
110 (EPR) were published in January 2018. We administer and regulate the scheme for 
England.  

The combined rated thermal input of the diesel generators at the HPC construction site 
means that it now meets the criteria set out in Section 1.1 Part A(1)(a) of the 
Environmental Permitting Regulations (EPR) for the burning of fuel in an appliance with a 
rated thermal input of 50 or more megawatts (MW).  

The EPR requires us to control certain activities which could harm the environment or 
human health. The Company is required to apply for a permit from us to allow it to 
continue to operate the generators on site. If the permit is granted we may need to include 
standard conditions to control the emissions to air from the diesel generators to protect the 
environment. 
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How can I comment? 

You can view the permit application, together with the supporting documents, and submit 
your comments at: https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/psc/ta5-1ud-nnb-
generation-company-hpc-limited, or via email to: pscpublicresponse@environment-
agency.gov.uk, please quote the application number in any correspondence. 

We must receive your comments by 17 June 2020 

We will then review all the comments received before making our final decision on whether 
or not to grant a permit.  

A copy of this briefing note is being circulated to local people and we have placed an 
advertisement in the Bridgwater Mercury and the Burnham and Highbridge Weekly News. 
We are also consulting a number of professional bodies and organisations including 
County, District and Parish Councils, environmental groups and local MPs. 

Where can I find more information?  

If you have any further questions please call 0203 025 3898.  

For general information about our permitting process please see: 
www.gov.uk/topic/environmental-management/environmental-permits  

For information about when and how we consult, please see: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permits-when-and-how-we-
consult 

For further information about our role in regulating Hinkley Point please see: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/hinkley-point 

For enquiries about our work on other issues, please email: 
wessexenquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk   

You can continue to report any environmental incidents at the site via our free 24 hour 
incident hotline on 0800 80 70 60. 

 

Our approach to regulation and enforcement during the coronavirus outbreak 

We are working hard with the government and other partners to protect the public and 
environment from the effects of coronavirus (COVID-19). Read about our response on 
GOV.UK 

We have published an approach to regulation and enforcement during the coronavirus 
outbreak. 
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