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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 OVERVIEW 

This Site Condition Report (SCR) has been prepared on behalf of ARL 020 Ltd (hereby referred to as the 

‘Operator’) in support of a bespoke permit application for a gas-fired large combustion plant, to be located 

on land east of the A5, near Oswestry in Shropshire. 

The proposed plant (hereby referred to as Oswestry STOR Facility) will consist of No.12 x 2.5MWe 

reciprocating engines, with an aggregated capacity of 30.42MWe output (70.98MWth input). 

1.2 SCOPE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE REPORT 

This SCR has been prepared in answer to Question 5b within Part B2 of the Environment Agency’s 

application forms and describes and records the condition of the land at the time of application.  

An SCR comprising a baseline assessment is required under Article 22(2) of the Industrial Emissions 

Directive where the activity involves the use of relevant hazardous substances, as defined in the directive, 

having regard to the possibility of soil and groundwater pollution. 

The objectives of a SCR are to: 

• Describe and record the condition of land, water and groundwater at the point at which an 

application is submitted;  

• Identify the environmental setting and land pollution history of the site;   

• Identify the stage of soil and groundwater contamination by relevant hazardous substances; and 

• Identify any activities that will be undertaken at the facility that may lead to pollution. 

This SCR will provide a baseline point of reference at the start of operations so that in the event of the 

Permit being surrendered, a decision can be made as to whether there has been any additional site 

contamination caused by the operation of the Facility.  This aims to satisfy the requirements of Article 22 

(2) of the Industrial Emissions Directive.  It also ensures that the condition of the land and groundwater 

are in a “satisfactory state” when an application to surrender the Permit is made. 

This report provides the environmental setting and history of the site. The Operator shall implement 

management procedures to ensure that the operational phase of the SCR template can be completed, 

and that necessary data is collected and recorded following the ‘lifetime approach’. 

In accordance with EA Guidance H5: Site Condition Report – Guidance and Templates, April 2013, Section 

3 of this report contains the completed EA SCR template parts 1-3 with further detail and supporting 

information on the condition of the land and activities on the site included in sections 4 and 5. 
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1.3 SITE LOCATION 

The proposed Facility is located on land to the east of the A5, east of Oswestry. The site currently 

comprises greenfield land on the western boundary of a larger agricultural field.  

The nearest non-roadside residential properties to the Facility are located approximately 180m to the 

west of the Proposed Permit Boundary on Cabin Lane and Henley Drive. The A5, with a strip of trees and 

open space on either side, lie between the Facility and these residential properties, which extend 

westwards away from the site towards Oswestry.  

Several commercial properties and closest roadside human receptors lie approximately 500m to the north 

of the Facility on the other side of the A495. A small sewage treatment plant is located on land to the east. 

Land to the south, south-east and immediately north is used for agricultural purposes. 

The full site address is: 

Oswestry STOR Facility 
ARL 020 Ltd  

Land East of A5 
Oswestry  

Ball  
Shropshire  
SY11 2YU 

Site Grid Reference:  SJ 30828 30275 

Figure 1.3.1 Proposed Site Location 

 
Image Sourced from Emapsite © 2020  
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1.4 RELEVANT LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE 

New Environmental Permit Installation Applications are subject to a number of European, domestic, 

statutory and non-statutory legislation and guidance. In relation to the activities proposed at the Oswestry 

STOR Facility, the following pieces of legislation and guidance are considered relevant for this report:  

• Industrial Emissions Directive 2010/75/EU; 

• Waste Framework Directive 2008/98/EC; 

• The Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) (Amendment) Regulations 2016; 

• Horizontal Guidance Note H5: Site Condition Report Guidance, Environment Agency 2013; 

• Regulatory Guidance Note, RGN 9: Surrender, Version 3.0, May 2013. 

1.5 PROPOSED ACTIVITIES 

The proposed facility will participate in National Grid’s Short-Term Operating Reserve (STOR) programme, 

providing electricity to the grid during peak demand periods. The STOR facility at the Oswestry site will 

comprise twelve (No.12) natural gas fired 2.5 MWe generating units with a total electricity generating 

capacity of 30.42MWe. It is proposed that the generating units would be used for up to 2,500 hours per 

annum. Operating hours will primarily be during periods of peak demand (07:00 to 23:00); It is unlikely to 

operate during the night (23:00 to 07:00) however, the facility could operate at any time of the day.  

In cases where the waste gases of two or more combustion plants are, or could be, discharged through a 

common stack, the aggregation rules of Article 29 of the IED define whether and when such a combination 

of plant shall be considered as a single combustion plant. For the purpose of this application the 

aggregation rule applies and the site falls within the definition of Large Combustion Plant (LCP).  

1.6 OTHER ASSOCIATED ACTIVITIES 

The Operator is not proposing to undertake any other associated activities at the proposed site, other 

than those Directly Associated Activities (DAAs) to be included within the Environmental Permit. 
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2 LAND CONDITION AT PERMIT APPLICATION 

2.1 APPLICATION SITE CONDITION REPORT (SECTIONS 1-3) 

The following tables provide information to support Sections 1 to 3 of the Environment Agency’s H5 SCR 

Template for establishing baseline conditions of the footprint of land to be surrendered. 

Table 2.1a Site Details 

Site Details 

Name of the Applicant ARL 020 Limited 

Activity Address 

Oswestry STOR Facility 
ARL 020 Ltd  
Land East of A5 
Oswestry  
Ball  
Shropshire  
SY11 2YU 

National Grid Reference SJ 30828 30275 

Document reference and dates for 
Site Condition Report at permit 
application and surrender 

ECCS 129 002 R 001 A SCR Final 

Document references for site plans 
(including location and boundaries) 

21331A-0205 P1 - Permit Plan 

Table 2.1b Condition of land at Permit Application 

Condition of the land at Permit Application 

Environmental setting including: 
• geology 
• hydrogeology 
• surface waters 

Details on the geology, hydrogeology and hydrology are 
provided in section 4.4, 4.5 and 4.6 of this SCR. 

Pollution history including: 
• pollution incidents that may 

have affected land 
• historical land-uses and 

associated contaminants  
• any visual/olfactory evidence of 

existing contamination 
• evidence of damage to pollution 

prevention measures 

Details of the Pollution History and previous site 
investigations are provided within Section 5.3 and 5.4 of 
this SCR. 
 

Evidence of historic contamination, 
for example, historical site 
investigation, assessment, 
remediation and verification reports 
(where available) 

Details are in section 5.3 and 5.4 of this SCR. 
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Condition of the land at Permit Application 

Baseline soil and groundwater 
reference data 

N/a – Greenfield Site 

Supporting information 

Magic Search Report; Nature & Heritage Conservation 
Screening Report; Groundsure Report January 2020 
(Enviro & Geo Insight); Enzygo Ltd Phase I Preliminary 
Risk Assessment 

Table 2.1c Permitted & Non-Permitted Activities 

Permitted Activities 

Permitted Activities 
Details regarding proposed activities for the site are 
provided in section 1.5 of this SCR. 

Non-permitted activities 
undertaken 

Details regarding non-permitted activities for the site 
are provided in section 1.6 of this SCR. 

Document references for site layout 
plan 

21331A-0205 P1 - Permit Plan 
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3 IDENTIFICATION OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES 

3.1 HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES TO BE USED AT THE PROPOSED INSTALLATION 

The substances in Table 3.1 below are to be used at the installation.  The table also identifies which of the substances are ‘relevant’ within the 

meaning of Article 22 of the Industrial Emissions Directive: 

‘Where the activity involves the use, production or release of relevant hazardous substances and having regard to the possibility 

of soil and groundwater contamination at the site of the installation, the operator shall prepare and submit to the competent 

authority a baseline report before starting operation of an installation…’.  

There will be no requirement to routinely store hazardous liquids on site, however in the event they are, these will be provided with robust primary 

and secondary containment appropriate for each substance identified.  

Secondary containment will be built to CIRIA 736 standards where appropriate and will comprise of individual bunds which will be sized to 110% 
of the capacity of the tank or 25% of the total capacity (whichever is the greatest) for all chemicals to be stored.   

The proposed Oswestry STOR Facility is to be situated within an area that is not currently serviced with a mains sewage system. Any foul water 

generated from on-site welfare facilities will be stored in an underground cesspit prior to removal off-site via tanker. Drainage for the proposed 

Facility has been designed in accordance with SUDS Manual. There will thus be no point source emissions to surface waters from the proposed 

Oswestry STOR Facility. The proposed Facility will be formed in permeable material through which the bases bear onto the underlying soil. This 

will allow water to be stored in the granular material and then infiltrate into the underlying soil in common with permeable construction. There 

will be some impermeable areas across the site (bases of the units). 

The site drainage system is detailed in within the Operational Techniques, Monitoring Plan and BAT assessment Report (ECCS 129 002 R 004 A 
OTMP Final).  
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Table 3.1 Relevant Hazardous Substances 

Substance Hazardous Properties Quantity 
stored on-

site 

Potential 
Pathways  

Pollution prevention measures 

Transformer Oil 

R40: Carcinogenic 
R10: Flammable 

Harmful to aquatic life 
Slight to moderate irritant 

Affects central nervous system 
Harmful or fatal if swallowed 

Produces vapours 

10,000ltr 

Direct transfer 
via contact 

through 
handling 

Transportation 
across land due 

to loss of 
containment 

Bunded to 110% capacity of tanks. Oil storage located inside 
containerised unit.  

The oil is transferred via a day tank within the generator 
containers and then through the engine. 

Storage area serviced with sealed drainage. 

Engine Lubrication 
Oil 

R40: Carcinogenic 
R10: Flammable 

Harmful to aquatic life 
Slight to moderate irritant 

Affects central nervous system 
Harmful or fatal if swallowed 

Produces vapours 

1,600ltr 
(each Gen-

set) 

Bunded to 110% capacity of tanks. Oil storage located inside 
containerised unit.  

The oil is transferred via a day tank within the generator 
containers and then through the engine. 

Storage area serviced with sealed drainage. 

Radiator Coolant 

R40: Carcinogenic 
R10: Flammable 

Harmful to aquatic life 
Slight to moderate skin / eye irritant 

Affects central nervous system 
Toxic if swallowed 

1,600ltr 
(each Gen-

set) 

Bunded to 110% capacity of tanks. Coolant contained within 
sealed radiator system.  

It is not anticipated that coolant will need to be replaced, other 
than during full service. 

Propylene Glycol 

Toxicity Category 3,  
Slight to moderate irritant to skin and eyes 

May cause drowsiness or dizziness from exposure 
Toxic to animals 

N/a 

Stored in COSHH cabinet within maintenance vans. Vans will have 
built in secondary containment providing 25% of total volume of 

materials stored within the COSHH Cabinet. 
Any residual material & containers will be removed by Site 

Technicians and will dispose of all wastes appropriately. Staff will 
follow COSHH risk assessments & wear appropriate PPE when 

handling substance 

Lubricant Oils used 
in small quantities 
for maintenance 

R40: Carcinogenic 
R10: Flammable 

Harmful to aquatic life 
Slight to moderate irritant 

Affects central nervous system 
Harmful or fatal if swallowed 

Produces vapours 

N/a 

Stored in COSHH cabinet within maintenance vans. Vans will have 
built in secondary containment providing 25% of total volume of 

materials stored within the COSHH Cabinet. 
Any residual material & containers will be removed by Site 

Technicians and will dispose of all wastes appropriately. Staff will 
follow COSHH risk assessments & wear appropriate PPE when 

handling substance 
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4 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

4.1 SITE SETTING AND SOURCES OF DESK STUDY INFORMATION 

A detailed search was undertaken using the following sources of desk study information to establish the 

site setting:  

• Appendix A - Environment Agency’s Nature and Heritage Conservation Screening Report;  

• Appendix B - Groundsure Report January 2020 (Enviro & Geo Insight);  

• Appendix C - Information from the online Defra mapping website ‘www.magic.gov.uk’; and 

• Appendix D – Phase I Preliminary Risk Assessment, Enzygo Ltd 2017. 

4.2 EXISTING SITE INFRASTRUCTURE 

The proposed site will occupy 0.5 hectares. The site is currently an undeveloped green field site with no 

allocated postcode (nearest postcode is SY11 2YU).  

Agricultural fields and farmland surround the site to the north, east and southern boundaries, with the A5 

running parallel of the western boundary of the proposed site, 70m west. The proposed site was 

previously used for the grazing of cattle and consists of improved grassland with localised patches 

vegetation, a species-poor defunct hedge, and an existing access track with a wooden fence and dense 

scrub running parallel to the A5 west of the proposed site.  A small watercourse (Common Brook) is 

situated just beyond the proposed sites south-eastern boundary and flows into a network of water 

features to the north-east. 

The proposed site is situated in close proximity to existing infrastructure including pylons, overhead 

electrical lines and underground gas and water pipes. These existing utility features have restricted the 

choice of site location, thus the propose site boundary is considered the most suitable in order to 

circumvent existing infrastructure. A sewage treatment works is situated approximately 400m to the 

north-east of the proposed site. Access to the site will be off the southern bound carriageway of the A5, 

via an existing access point in the south-western corner. 
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Figure 4.2.1 Aerial Photograph of Site Location 

 
Source: GridReferenceFinder.com © 2020 

A review of historical maps dating back to 1874 show the site to have remained part of open fields and 

agricultural land up to the present day. Maps show no infrastructure within the footprint of land between 

1856 to 2020.  

Artillery Business Park situated 500 North of this site first appears on historical maps dating back to 1954. 

Prior to the development of the Industrial Estate the land formed part of the Park Hall Estate. The Sewage 

Treatment Works situated 400 North-east of the proposed site, first appears on historical maps dated 

around 1924. The A5 trunk road first appears around 1984 with the development of residential housing 

to the west of the A5 (Cabin Lane / Henley Drive) first shown around 1985. The first pylons and overhead 

electrical lines first appear between 1968 – 1976. 

4.3 LAND USE IN THE SURROUNDING AREA 

As detailed within Section 1.5 above, the proposed site is to be located within a rural setting. The site is 

bound to the north, east and south by arable farmland.  
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Search results have confirmed there are no historical mining areas including historical railway or tunnelling 

features within the proposed site boundary, and only one record of historical coal mining within 1,000m 

of the proposed site (800m west of the site). 

4.4 GEOLOGY 

Geology for the proposed site is considered to be relatively consistent with geology across the wider 

arable farmland. Groundsure data indicates that the site generally comprises superficial deposits of glacial 

Till, Devensian – Diamicton, with these deposits having been formed up to 2 million years ago in the 

Quaternary Period. BGS borehole records available close to the site show soils to comprise firm becoming 

stiff with depth gravelly clay. 

The bedrock formation is split into two classifications: to the south east is a Principal Aquifer (Kinnerton 

Sandstone Formation), with the north-western area defined as a Secondary (A) Aquifer (Salop Formation 

– Mudstone, Standsone and Conglomerate). The bedrock formation is illustrated within Figure 4.4 below. 

The Kinnerton Sandstone Formation is considered to be of high intergranular and/or fracture 

permeability, usually providing a high level of water storage and may also support water supply/river base 

flow on a strategic level, with the Salop Formation offering moderate to low permeability.  

Figure 4.4 Aquifer within Bedrock Geology 

  
©Crown copyright and database rights 2020 

4.5 HYDROGEOLOGY 

Search results have identified the site is split into two classifications:   
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• A secondary aquifer (undifferentiated layers) within the superficial deposits lying beneath the 

proposed site. These permeable layers are capable of supporting water supplies at a local rather 

than strategic scale, and in some cases forming an important source of base flow to rivers; 

• A principal aquifer. These layers are of high intergranular and/or fracture permeability, usually 

providing a high level of water storage at a strategy level. Principal aquifers were previously 

referred to as major aquifers. 

The South-eastern half of the proposed site lies within a Source Protection Zone 3 – Total Catchment Area, 

as illustrated within Figure 4.5 below. The site is not located within an area designated as a Nitrate 

Vulnerable Zone (NVZ). 

Figure 4.5 Hydrogeology Map 

 
©Crown copyright and database rights 2020  

4.6 HYDROLOGY 

There are very few surface-water features within 500m of the proposed site. The closest is a small 

watercourse (Common Brook) the source of which is situated approximately 136m east of the proposed 

site boundary. It is understood this watercourse contains water all year round (in normal conditions) and 

falls within the catchment area of the River Severn. 

Table 4.6a Surface Water Features within 500m of site 

Distance Direction Details 
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The proposed site and surrounding area are designated as being Flood Zone 1, with low probability of 

flooding. 

Figure 4.6b Surface Water Features Map 

 
© Crown copyright and database rights 2020. 

4.7 STATUTORY DESIGNATED SITES 

A search was carried out using the government website ‘www.magic.gov.uk’ as well as a nature and 

heritage conservation screen assessment obtained from the Environment Agency. The results are 

summarised within Table 4.7 below.  

Table 4.7 Statutory Designated Sites 

Distance Direction Name Details Designation(s) 

1 km WSW Shelf Bank 
Acid grassland, woodland and scrub.  The site is of 

Local value 
Local Nature 

Reserve (LNR) 

1.2 km NW 
Old 

Oswestry 
Hillfort 

Selected for its 400 species of flora and fauna 
Old Oswestry is protected as both a heritage and 

wildlife site 

Local Wildlife 
Site (LWS) 

2.8 km NE 
Fernhill 

Pastures  

Pastures consists of a series of traditionally 
managed fen-meadows situated on gently sloping 

ground alongside the River Perry in north west 
Shropshire. Fernhill Pastures is of special interest as 

the largest remaining example of these types of 
habitats which are now scarce in Shropshire. 

 The site is of national value 

Site of Special 
Scientific 

Interest (SSSI) 
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4.8 km SSE 

Montgomery 
Canal, Aston 

Locks - 
Keeper's 
Bridge  

A disused length of canal which is among the best 
localities for aquatic plants in Shropshire. The site is 
also of importance in demonstrating aspects of the 

succession from open water to reed swamp and fen. 
The site is of national value 

Site of Special 
Scientific 

Interest (SSSI) 

7.1 km N 
River Dee 
and Bala 

Lake 

Annex I habitats that are a primary reason for 
selection of this site. Annex II species that are a 

primary reason for selection of this site.  
The site is of international value 

Special Areas 
of 

Conservation 
(cSAC or SAC) 

10.5 km E 

Midland 
Meres & 
Mosses 
Phase 1 

Geographically discrete series of lowland open 
water and peatland sites in the north-west Midlands 
of England. Ramsar criterion1 and Ramsar criterion2  

The site is of international value 

Ramsar 

12.8 km E 

Midland 
Meres & 
Mosses 
Phase 2 

Geographically discrete series of lowland open 
water and peatland sites in the north-west Midlands 
of England. Ramsar criterion1 and Ramsar criterion2  

The site is of international value 

Ramsar 

13.1 km E 
Midland 
Mosses 

Annex I habitats that are a primary reason for 
selection of this site. 

The site is of international value 

Special Areas 
of 

Conservation 
(cSAC or SAC) 

Plans illustrating the location of each designated site in proximity to the proposed site is provided within 

Appendix A and Appendix C to this report. 

4.8 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSENTS, LICENCES, PERMITS, AUTHORISATIONS, FOR THE SITE AND 

SURROUNDING AREA 

There are eight recorded existing and historical water discharge consents within 500m of the site 

boundary. These are summarised within Table 4.8 below.  

Table 4.8 Discharge Consents / Permits to Discharge 

Distance Direction NGR Permit Type Details 

118 NE 
330950 
330310 

Address: Oswestry Drenewydd STW SY11 
4ND 

Process: Sewage Discharges – 
STW/Storm Overflow / Storm Tank Water 

Permit Number: S/03/56061/R 
Permit Version: 1 

Receiving Water: Common Brook 
Status: Consents without application 

(WRA91, Sched 10) 
Original Issue: 14/02/2005 
Effective Date: 14/02/2005 

Status: Revoked 

118 NE 
330950 
330310 

Address: Oswestry Drenewydd STW SY11 
4ND 

Process: Sewage Discharges – 
STW/Storm Overflow / Storm Tank Water 

Permit Number: S/03/56061/R 
Permit Version: 2 

Receiving Water: Common Brook 
Status: Consents without application 

(WRA91, Sched 10) 
Original Issue: 14/10/2008 
Effective Date: 01/01/2010 

Status: Revoked 

118 NE 
330950 
330310 

Address: Oswestry Drenewydd STW SY11 
4ND 

Process: Sewage Discharges – 
STW/Storm Overflow / Storm Tank Water 

Permit Number: S/03/56061/R 
Permit Version: 3 

Receiving Water: Common Brook 
Status: Consents without application 

(WRA91, Sched 10) 
Original Issue: 26/03/2010 
Effective Date: 22/11/2012 

Status: Revoked 
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Distance Direction NGR Permit Type Details 

128 E 
330979 
330239 

Address: Gobowen Rd CSO, SY11 1BX 
Process: Sewage Discharges – Sewer 

Storm Overflow 
Permit Number: S/03/21272/O 

Permit Version: 3 

Receiving Water: A Tributary of Common 
Brook 

Status: Varied under EPR2010 
Original Issue: 26/03/2010 
Effective Date: 31/03/2018 

Status: Active 

128 E 
330979 
330239 

Address: Gobowen Rd CSO, SY11 1BX 
Process: Sewage Discharges – Sewer 

Storm Overflow 
Permit Number: S/03/21272/O 

Permit Version: 3 

Receiving Water: A Tributary of Common 
Brook 

Status: Varied under EPR2010 
Original Issue: 17/01/2018 
Effective Date: 17/01/2018 

Status: Revoked 

129 E 
330980 
330240 

Address: Beatrice Street, Gobowen Rd, 
Oswestry 

Process: Sewage Discharges – Sewer 
Storm Overflow 

Permit Number: S/03/21273/O  
Permit Version: 1 

Receiving Water: Common Brook 
Status: Post NRA 

Original Issue: 27/03/1992 
Effective Date: 27/03/1992 

Status:  

129 E 
330980 
330240 

Address: Gobowen Rd CSO, SY11 1BX  
Process: Sewage Discharges – Sewer 

Storm Overflow 
Permit Number: S/03/21272/O 

Permit Version: 1 

Receiving Water: A Tributary of Common 
Brook 

Status: Post NRA 
Original Issue: 27/03/1992 
Effective Date: 27/03/1992 

Status: Revoked 

155 E 
331000 
330200 

Address: Drenewydd, Nr Oswestry 
Process: Sewage Discharges – Sewer 

Storm Overflow 
Permit Number: S/03/05466/O 

Permit Version: 1 

Receiving Water: Common Brook 
(Babbinswood) 

Status: Pre NRA-Legislation 
Original Issue: 25/04/1669 
Effective Date: 25/04/1969 

Status: Unknown 

There are no installations, waste activity or Part B permitted activities within 500m of the site boundary.  

There are two active groundwater abstraction licences sourcing water from the bedrock aquifer.  There 

are records of a further four historical abstraction licences within 2km of the site, however there are no 

known surface water abstraction points within 2km of the site. Details of the active abstraction licences 

are summarised within Table 4.9 below. 

Table 4.9 Active Abstraction Licences 

Distance Direction NGR Status Details 

1112 NW 
329740 
330740 

Status: Active, Licence No: 18/54/03/0120 
Details: General Farming & Domestic 

Direct Source: Groundwaters 
Point: Old Port Farm 

Name: Messrs G E and G F Kempster 

Annual Volume (m³): 5,808 
Max Daily Volume (m³): 25 

Version Start Date: 01/04/2008 

1771 S 
330175 
328549 

Status: Active, Licence No: 18/54/01/0501 
Details: General Washing / Process Washing 

Direct Source: Groundwaters 
Point: Oswestry livestock Auctions Borehole 

Name: Oswestry Livestock Auctions 

Annual Volume (m³): 36,192 
Max Daily Volume (m³): 116 

Version Start Date: 26/05/2015 
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5 POLLUTION HISTORY 

5.1 HISTORICAL LANDFILL SITES 

Information obtained within the Groundsure Data Search shows that there are active or historical landfill 

sites within approximately 1.5km of the site.  

5.2 POLLUTION INCIDENTS 

Records show that there have been no pollution incidents recorded on the proposed site. Groundsure 

data records only one historical pollution incident recorded within 500m of the proposed site boundary. 

Further details are provided within Table 5.2 below.  

Table 5.2 Pollution Incidents 

Distance Direction NGR Incident Details Environmental Impact 

460 S 
330765 
329753 

Incident Date: 15/04/2002 
Incident Identification: 71765 

Pollutant: General biodegradable 
Materials and Wastes 

Pollutant Description: Vegetable Cuttings 
and Deposits  

Water Impact: Category 4 (No Impact) 
Land Impact: Category 3 (Minor) 

Air Impact: Category 4 (No Impact) 

5.3 HISTORICAL LAND USES 

The site comprises part of a large agricultural field previously used for the grazing of cattle and consists of 

improved grassland. The extended field is traversed by a range of existing utilities infrastructure (gas 

pipelines, pylons, electrical overhead powerlines, etc).  The proposed site contains localised patches of 

vegetation, a species-poor defunct hedge, and an existing access track with a wooden fence and dense 

scrub running parallel to the A5 west of the proposed site.   

A review of historical maps dating back to 1874 show the site to have remained part of open fields and 

agricultural land up to the present day. Records dating back to 146 years show that there has been no 

development recorded within the proposed site area during this time. 

No significant Industrial land uses were identified within 250m of the site, other than the pylons and an 

electricity substation, which are not considered a significant risk. There are no fuel filling stations within 

250m of the site, nor are there any high-pressure oil pipelines within 250m of the site.   

5.4 INTRUSIVE GROUND INVESTIGATIONS 

Enzygo Ltd undertook a Phase I Preliminary Risk Assessment on behalf of the previous developer (Enso 

Energy Ltd) back in 2018. A copy of the full report is provided within Appendix D to this report. 



EC Consultancy Services Ltd 
ECCS 129 002 R 001 A 

Page 16 of 25 

 

Given the absence of any significant risks identified as part of this study, it was considered unnecessary 

to pursue any further intrusive investigative works as the risk of encountering contaminated land or 

groundwaters beneath the site are considered to be extremely low. 

Figure 5.4 Borehole Locations 

  
© Crown copyright and database rights 2020  

5.5 SOIL PROFILE 

Data indicates that there is no made ground on or near to the proposed site. Although there are no records 

of background soil chemistry for the proposed site, data obtained from BGS boreholes (the locations of 

which are illustrated within Figure 5.4 above) show that soils within the area comprise of gravelly clay.  
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6 OPERATIONAL PHASE OF PERMIT 

6.1 LIFETIME APPROACH 

The following tables provide information to support Sections 4 to 7 of the Environment Agency’s H5 SCR 

Template. Applying the lifetime approach, these tables will be completed during the operational phase of 

the permit to provided details of waste and raw material management controls, pollution prevention 

measures and other control methods implemented during the operational phase of the permit.  

Table 6.1a Changes to the activity 

Changes to the activity 

Have there been any changes to the activity boundary? If yes, provide a plan showing the changes to the activity 
boundary. 

Have there been any changes to the permitted activities? If yes, provide a description of the changes to the permitted 
activities 

Have any ‘dangerous substances’ not identified in the 
Application Site Condition Report been used or produced as 
a result of the permitted activities? 

If yes, list of them 

Checklist of supporting information • Plan showing any changes to the boundary (where 
relevant) 

• Description of the changes to the permitted activities 
(where relevant) 

• List of ‘dangerous substances’ used/produced by the 
permitted activities that were not identified in the 
Application Site Condition Report (where relevant) 

Table 6.1b Measures taken to protect land 

Measures taken to protect land 

Use records that you collected during the life of the permit to summarise whether pollution prevention measures worked. If 
you can’t, you need to collect land and/or groundwater data to assess whether the land has deteriorated. 

Checklist of supporting information • Inspection records and summary of findings of inspections 
for all pollution prevention measures 

• Records of maintenance, repair and replacement of 
pollution prevention measures 
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Table 6.1c Pollution Records 

Pollution incidents that may have had an impact on land, and their remediation 

Summarise any pollution incidents that may have damaged the land. Describe how you investigated and remedied each one. 
If you can’t, you need to collect land and /or groundwater reference data to assess whether the land has deteriorated while 
you’ve been there. 

Checklist of supporting information • Records of pollution incidents that may have impacted on 
land 

• Records of their investigation and remediation 

Table 6.1d Soil gas and water quality monitoring 

Soil gas and water quality monitoring (where undertaken) 

Provide details of any soil gas and/or water monitoring you did. Include a summary of the findings. Say whether it shows that 
the land deteriorated as a result of the permitted activities. If it did, outline how you investigated and remedied this. 

Checklist of supporting information • Description of soil gas and/or water monitoring 
undertaken 

• Monitoring results (including graphs) 
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7 SURRENDER PHASE 

7.1 CONDITION OF LAND AT TIME OF PARTIAL SURRENDER 

The following tables represent Sections 8 to 10 of the Environment Agency’s H5 SCR Template. At the 

point where operations cease, these sections will be completed to confirm the condition of the footprint 

of land at time of permit surrender. 

Table 7.1a Decommissioning and removal of pollution risk 

Decommissioning and removal of pollution risk 

Describe how the site was decommissioned. Demonstrate that all sources of pollution risk have been removed. Describe 
whether the decommissioning had any impact on the land. Outline how you investigated and remedied this. 

Checklist of supporting information • Site closure plan 

• List of potential sources of pollution risk 

• Investigation and remediation reports (where relevant) 

Table 7.1b Reference data and remediation 

Reference data and remediation (where relevant) 

Say whether you had to collect land and/or groundwater data. Or say that you didn’t need to because the information 
from sections 3, 4, 5 and 6 of the Surrender Site Condition Report shows that the land has not deteriorated. 

If you did collect land and/or groundwater reference data, summarise what this entailed, and what your data found. 
Say whether the data shows that the condition of the land has deteriorated, or whether the land at the site is in a 
“satisfactory state”. If it isn’t, summarise what you did to remedy this. Confirm that the land is now in a “satisfactory 
state” at surrender. 

Checklist of supporting information • Land and/or groundwater data collected at application (if collected) 

• Land and/or groundwater data collected at surrender (where 
needed) 

• Assessment of satisfactory state 

• Remediation and verification reports (where undertaken) 

Table 7.1c Statement of Site Condition 

Statement of Site Condition 

 Using the information from sections 3 to 7, give a statement about the condition of the land at the site. This should 
confirm that: 

• the permitted activities have stopped 

• decommissioning is complete, and the pollution risk has been removed 

• the land is in a satisfactory condition. 
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DRAWINGS 
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APPENDICES 
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APPENDIX A – NATURE AND HERITAGE CONSERVATION SCREENING 

  



EC Consultancy Services Ltd 
ECCS 129 002 R 001 A 

Page 23 of 25 

 

APPENDIX B – GROUNDSURE REPORT 
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APPENDIX C – MAGIC.GOV.UK PLANS 
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APPENDIX D – PHASE I - PRELIMINARY RISK ASSESSMENT 

 


