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Downton Manor Farm Quarry is being restored to a predominantly agricultural after use through waste 

recovery, using imported inert waste, under bespoke Environmental Permit No. EPR/AP3523KT/V002. 

Planning permission for an extension to the quarry was granted in 2018, which will also be restored to 

agriculture using imported inert waste.  

The operator, H.H. & D.E. Drew Ltd, seeks to vary its permit to include the quarry extension. A Waste 

Recovery Plan for the extension area (Ref: EPR/GB3701FM/A001) was submitted to the Environment 

Agency for assessment in September 2018. It confirmed that the activity would be a recovery operation. 

Fig 1 Phases 3-8 Western Extension 
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It has been estimated that the total amount of imported inert waste materials required for restoration of 

the extension area is approximately 780,000 tonnes. The Permit currently restricts the site to 277,401 

therefore one element for the variation sought is an increase in Table S1.1 of the Permit to the total 

imported to 1.1 million tonnes   The amount of material needed to restore quarries cannot be precisely 

calculated until all mineral has been extract as that dictates the void remaining and the amount of material 

to be extracted can only be predicted by geological information at the outset, such as boreholes and is 

therefore subject to change.  

An additional change is the removal of the restriction of spreading waste not exceeding 2m in  thickness 

which was a  historic restriction relating to the transition from a Para 9 exemption to a Recovery Permit.  

As well as the extension of the area permitted and correlated increase in material, the addition a of waste 

code 19 02 06 is sought to cover the silt which is generated in the process of creating recycled aggregates.  

The EMS for the extension which accompanies this application for variation has an addendum WAP to 

cover acceptance of this silt and it has been fully considered in the HRA for the western extension.  

It seems likely that by the time this variation is granted all of the mineral in the existing quarry will have 

been removed and the sequence of working and restoration will see the current area completed before 

the western extension is commenced. The operations under the variation sought will be in relation to 

Phases 3-8 as noted above. 

 

There are a number of potentially sensitive receptors in proximity to the site, including residential 

properties, a variety of woodland habitats, watercourses and the adjacent Shorefield Country Park. 

However, with strict waste acceptance criteria to ensure only suitable inert material is accepted on site, 

the risk to these receptors will be negligible.  

The site is not located within a groundwater Source Protection Zone, although it is underlain by a 

productive aquifer. The site is in flood zone 1.  

The Recovery Operation in the Western Extension is to be constructed upon the basis of engineered 

containment, and thus requires a geological barrier (Engineered Barrier System, EBS) with an attenuating 

effect equivalent to 1x10-7 m/s at 1m thickness (with liner thickness being determined by the permeability 

of the available lining materials, The Design Standard) upon the base and sidewalls of the landfill. 
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Numerical Risk Assessment undertaken within the HRA for the site demonstrated that the recovery of 

inert waste at the Site will not introduce significant risk to the groundwater quality at the Site. 

Model predictions additionally show that the recovery operation will operate without generation of a 

head of leachate in excess of the available freeboard within the liner. 

The HRA concluded that there is no requirement for any additional control or management measures 

beyond the waste acceptance control procedures in the Environmental Management System for the site. 

The installation of In-Waste gas monitoring is deemed not to be necessary due to the presence of an 

engineered liner and strict waste acceptance procedures. 

The site will be operated under a comprehensive environmental management system which, in addition 

to incorporating the waste acceptance procedures, will identify and minimise the risk of pollution from 

the site operations including any accidents, or non-conformances.   

 

 


