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B3.3b.2 Odour  

B3.3b.2.1. Introduction 
This section provides a summary of the controls in place in relation to odour. It provides 
details on how the controls meet the criteria set out in the relevant Environment Agency 
guidance and references how the Applicant’s operations constitute Best Available Technique 
(BAT). 

B3.3b.2.2. Sources of Odour  
Odour is a subjective issue and depends on individual perception of offensive or annoying 
smells.  Thus it is difficult to quantitatively characterise an odour and define whether the 
odour would be likely to cause pollution outside the site, as defined by the Environment 
Agency H4 Guidance on Odour Management.       

The potential for odour to arise as a result of the installation activities is limited and primarily 
associated with emissions from air handling and extraction systems.   All storage and use of 
raw materials is well controlled and do not produce perceivable external odours. 

On the basis of the above, the Applicant is of the opinion that there is no evidence to 
suggest that odour from the installation would be considered serious pollution.     

B3.3b.2.3. Odour Sensitive Locations  
The installation is located in an area of primarily agricultural land use with industrial, 
commercial and residential properties in the vicinity. The identified odour-sensitive receptors 
are detailed as follows:  

• To the north and east of the installation is a residential area; this extends to 
approximately 130m north and west of the installation. The residential area is 
composed primarily of semi-detached two-storey residential houses with gardens. 
These are separated from the installation by roadways and wooded areas. 

B3.3b.2.4. History of Odour Complaints  
The installation maintains a record of all complaints regarding its operations, including odour 
complaints. The Applicant has no records of odour complaints relating to operations at the 
installation since records have been kept (documentation available for past 10 years) 

B3.3b.2.5. Odour Control  
The installation applies a number of control measures to minimise the odour generated as a 
result of its operations. These are applied in a systematic fashion including managing 
inventory, controlling transfer to air, containment, dispersion and reducing impacts.  

Managing Inventory  
The Applicant is committed to maintaining a high standard of housekeeping and minimising 
storage of waste materials on-site. Any wastes which have the potential to omit odours are 
suitably covered / contained.  
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Odour Containment and Abatement 
The majority of the installation’s activities take place within the production area, i.e. inside 
the factory buildings. All raw materials are stored within buildings and in appropriate sealed 
containers (e.g. plastic drums, IBCs), with where possible automated pumping of substances 
to reduce emissions when decanting. 

All waste liquids are stored in sealed IBCs or plastic containers awaiting disposal by licensed 
contractor. 

B3.3b.2.6. Improvement Actions  
The Applicant is of the opinion that there is no evidence to suggest that emissions from the 
facility will result in odour at levels likely to cause pollution within or beyond the site 
boundary.  

B3.3b.2.7. BAT Conclusions 
Based on the information included in this document, the Applicant is considered to comply 
with the relevant Technical Guidance and indicative BAT.  

• How to Comply with your Environmental Permit. Additional Guidance: H4 Odour 
Management Horizontal Guidance, Environment Agency, March 2011. 

• How to Comply with your Environmental Permit. Additional Guidance for the Inorganic 
Chemicals Sector (EPR 4.03), Environment Agency, March 2009. 

• Reference Document on Best Available Techniques in the Production of Specialty 
Inorganic Chemicals sector, European Commission, August 2007 (referred to as the 
BREF). 

It is noted that the BREF provides strategic and system-based techniques whereas the 
techniques set out in the How to Comply Series are generally operational and process 
control requirements; as such all the above are considered relevant to the installation.  
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