
From: Hannah Beeby
To: Lidgett, James
Cc: Simon Reed; Claire Giribaldi; Billy McHallum (Billy.McHallum@eu.equinix.com)
Subject: RE: Environmental Permit Application - Equinix (UK) Limited - EPR/CP3409BH/A001
Date: 07 July 2020 09:37:54
Attachments: image007.png

image008.png
image009.gif
image010.gif
image011.gif
image012.gif
image013.gif

Hi James
 
We have discussed this with Equinix and are happy to confirm that your understanding and
details provided are correct.
 
Many thanks,
Hannah
 
 
___________________________________________________
 

Hannah Beeby MChem, MCIWM, PIEMA
Principal Consultant
 
ERM
3rd Floor, Capital Tower, Greyfriars Road, Cardiff CF10 3AZ
One Castle Park, Tower Hill, Bristol, BS2 0JA
M: +44 (0)7768 099842
E: hannah.beeby@erm.com ¦ W: www.erm.com            
                                                        

 
 
 

From: Lidgett, James <james.lidgett@environment-agency.gov.uk> 
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 1:03 PM
To: Hannah Beeby <Hannah.Beeby@erm.com>
Subject: Environmental Permit Application - Equinix (UK) Limited - EPR/CP3409BH/A001
 
Hannah
 
I have spoken to the individuals involved in the enhanced pre-application meeting to understand the
reasoning for why this is considered a technically distinct unit to the adjacent permitted site
(EPR/LP3303PR) and why a bespoke application is considered acceptable. Our understanding is
outlined below. Could you please review this and amend/add further detail so that it accurately
reflects operations at this site.
 
It is considered that there is no technical connection with the Slough Campus (EPR/LP3303PR) on
the basis that:
 

-        Although LDx11 and the Slough Campus have the same operator, they are managed
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independently.
-        The infrastructure on LDx11 is not shared with the Slough Campus. It has its own Fuel

Storage, Grid Connection and localised staff structure. It exists as a single technical unit
independent of the adjacent Slough Campus.

 
Other Consdierations:
 

-        LDx11 will not be excluded from regulation by being treated as a separate site, a bespoke
permit is required due to the total MWth of the site. Therefore, from a regulatory perspective it
makes no difference if this is treated as a bespoke or as part of a variation.

-        Full consideration of Environmental Impacts will be made as part of a variation or a bespoke.
The air quality impact assessment includes the emissions from the Slough Campus as part of
an in-combination assessment with LDx11 in the bespoke application.

-        LDx11 is part of a joint venture with Equinix UK Limited being the operator. Treating LDx11
his as a bespoke permit makes the distinction between this site and the Slough Campus,
where the sites are wholly owned by Equinix UK Limited.

 
Regards
 
James Lidgett
Senior Permitting Officer - Installations
National Permitting Service ¨¨¨¨ Part of National Services E&B
 
* Trentside, Scarrington Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 5FA
( External 02030 253 269
( Internal 33269
8  james.lidgett@environment-agency.gov.uk  
 
Help us to improve our service and complete our customer survey – click NPS
Survey.
 
Operations, Regulation, Monitoring Customer – National Permitting Service
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From: Lidgett, James [mailto:james.lidgett@environment-agency.gov.uk] 
Sent: 04 July 2020 20:56
To: Hannah Beeby <Hannah.Beeby@erm.com>
Subject: Re: Environmental Permit Application - Equinix (UK) Limited - EPR/CP3409BH/A001
 
Hannah
 
Thank you for your email.
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-          With regards to question 1.

 
Ownership is not a criteria used to define the installation boundary. We would define the
installation boundary based upon RGN2 (appendix 1 primarily) and the advice included in
Data Centres FAQ document. The purpose being to assess the operation and determine
the technical unit. In this instance we would determine if there is a technical link
between LD11x and with the other sites covered under permit EPR/LP3303PR. If there is
a link then EPR/LP3303PR should be varied if there is no link then a bespoke is
appropriate.

 
The email and slide you sent are in relation to defining who the legal operator is, which is
a separate issue. I have the information you provided and a record of our conclusions on
this and agree that equinix is the legal operator.
 
There is no information on record regarding how the proposed installation boundary was
defined. This needs to form part of the application. Therefore, I will need written
justification for the proposed boundary based upon the criteria set out in RGN2 and the
Data Centres FAQ.

 
I will discuss this with the individuals involved in the preapp. However, I will still need the
above information as there is nothing on record regarding this.  

 
-          The drawing that you sent over in relation to point 2 is exactly what we need.

 
-          With regards to the 3, 4 and 5 I will go through the referenced sections on Monday and

get in touch if anything further is required.

Regards
 
James Lidgett

Senior Permitting Officer - Installations
National Permitting Service 
Part of National Services E&B
 
-Trentside, Scarrington Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 5FA
-External 02030 253 269
-Internal 53269
-james.lidgett@environment-agency.gov.uk  
 
Help us to improve our service and complete our customer survey – clickNPS Survey.
 
Operations, Regulation, MonitoringCustomer – National Permitting Service
 
Sent from my iPhone
 

On 3 Jul 2020, at 13:49, Hannah Beeby <Hannah.Beeby@erm.com> wrote:
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Good afternoon James
 
Thank you for the below email and the phone discussion.  As discussed, some
further information from the pre-app conversation and some additional
signposting, hopefully this clarifies most of the points?  We’ll get the drawing
mentioned in point 2 amended for you.
 

1.       As discussed on the phone, the basis for the request for a separate permit
for LD11x is not distance but ownership.  Fiona Devine, John Henderson,
Howard Tee, Guy Elliot, Equinix and ERM discussed this point in some detail
both in a face to face meeting and in follow up email communication.
Please see the attached pre-application advice (also included in the
application pack) and a slide that was shared with Fiona as part of our pre-
app discussions. 

2.       We will provide an amended drawing as requested. 
3.       The BAT assessment can be found in Section 5 of the supporting

information document in the application pack.  This steps through both the
LCP BREF (as appropriate) and the Data Centre FAQ document
requirements.

4.       The maintenance and testing schedule can be found in Section 3.3 of the
supporting information document in the application pack.

5.       Thermal input has been calculated from generator power ratings given in
the manufacturers’ datasheets (thermal input is not a parameter that the
manufacturer provides).  The approach to thermal input estimation is
discussed in Section 3.2 of the supporting information document in the
application pack.

 
Do let us know if you need any more detail?  We’ll be in touch with the drawing
asap next week.
 
Many thanks and have a good weekend,
Hannah
 
 
___________________________________________________
 

Hannah Beeby MChem, MCIWM, PIEMA
Principal Consultant
 
ERM
3rd Floor, Capital Tower, Greyfriars Road, Cardiff CF10 3AZ
One Castle Park, Tower Hill, Bristol, BS2 0JA
M: +44 (0)7768 099842
E: hannah.beeby@erm.com ¦ W: www.erm.com            
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From: Lidgett, James <james.lidgett@environment-agency.gov.uk> 
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Sent: Friday, July 3, 2020 12:29 PM
To: Simon.reed@eu.equinix.com
Cc: Hannah Beeby <Hannah.Beeby@erm.com>
Subject: Environmental Permit Application - Equinix (UK) Limited -
EPR/CP3409BH/A001
 
Simon
 
I have picked up your application for determination, my apologies that it has taken so
long for it to be picked up for determination.
 
Before I am able to proceed the questions as below need to be addressed. Could you
please provide a response within the next 10 days (by 17/07/20) or your application
may need to be returned. If you need to discuss any of the questions please get in
touch.
 
I have copied in Hannah Beeby from ERM as was requested in the application. Simon,
going forward would you like me to continue to discuss this application directly with
yourself or do you wish me to liaise with your consultants? Finally could I please have
your phone number as it is not include on the application forms.
 

1.       This application has been submitted as a bespoke application. You currently
have a permit for diesel generators (EPR/LP3303PR) located in close proximity
to the diesel generators proposed as part of this application. Based upon
proximity and that both sites are operated by Equinix (UK) Limited there is a
case for all generators to be under the same permit.
 
Provide responses to all of the criteria set out under section 1.3.5 of the
guidance ‘Data Centre FAQ Headline Approach’ to allow us to if it is
appropriate for this to be dealt with as a separate installation.
 
To be clear if this site needs to be incorporated under the permit 
(EPR/LP3303PR) then this application will need to be returned and a variation
application to the permit (EPR/LP3303PR) applied for.

 
2.       The installation boundary plan in Figure 2.1 needs amending. This plan will be

include in the permit and so needs to meet specific requirements.  Please
update the plan so that it just includes the boundary of the site that is the
subject of this application. We do not need the boundaries of the sites in the
permit EPR/LP3303PR to be included.

 
3.       Provide a qualitative BAT assessment for the proposed diesel units. This

should include an explanation of the choice of engines, discuss the engine
emission standards (minimum is TA-Luft 2g or Tier II USEPA see 1.9 of Data
centres FAQ document), rational for the stack height and design, configuration
of the engines, how the plant has been sized to meet standby arrangements,
frequency and duration of operation and emissions minimisation measures.

 
4.       Provide full details of the maintenance and testing schedule. Ensure all criteria

outlined under point 1.5.1 in the document Data Centre FAQ Headline
Approach’ have been addressed.
 

5.       Are precise thermal inputs available if so please provide these. If they are not
available please provide face plate values. If neither are available please show
how you have estimated 8MWth for the engines.

 
I look forward to your response
 

mailto:Simon.reed@eu.equinix.com
mailto:Hannah.Beeby@erm.com


Regards
 

James Lidgett
Senior Permitting Officer - Installations
National Permitting Service ¨¨¨¨ Part of National Services E&B
 
* Trentside, Scarrington Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2
5FA
( External 02030 253 269
( Internal 33269
8  james.lidgett@environment-agency.gov.uk  
 
Help us to improve our service and complete our customer survey –
click NPS Survey.
 
Operations, Regulation, Monitoring Customer – National Permitting
Service
<image001.png>
<image002.gif>
<image003.gif>
<image004.gif>
<image005.gif>
<image006.gif>
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information in this message may be confidential and may be legally
privileged. If you have received this message by mistake, please notify the
sender immediately, delete it and do not copy it to anyone else. We have
checked this email and its attachments for viruses. But you should still check
any attachment before opening it. We may have to make this message and any
reply to it public if asked to under the Freedom of Information Act, Data
Protection Act or for litigation. Email messages and attachments sent to or
from any Environment Agency address may also be accessed by someone
other than the sender or recipient, for business purposes.
 

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential. It is for the intended recipient only. If you have
received the email in error please notify the author by replying to this email. If you are not the intended recipient,
you must not disclose, distribute, copy, print, or rely on this email. Any views expressed by an individual within this
email which do not constitute or record professional advice relating to the business of the ERM companies, do not
necessarily reflect the views of those companies. Environmental Resources Management Limited (company
number 01014622) and ERM Europe Limited (company number 02137137) are both incorporated in England, with
their registered address at 2nd Floor Exchequer Court, 33 St Mary Axe, London EC3A 8AA. 

Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review
our Privacy Policy

<Enhanced Pre-Application Equinix (UK) Limited - Slough Data Centre -
EA_EPR_CP3409BH_A001 .pdf>
<Equinix operational structure 16 Dec 2019.pptx>
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received this message by mistake, please notify the sender immediately, delete it and do
not copy it to anyone else. We have checked this email and its attachments for viruses. But
you should still check any attachment before opening it. We may have to make this
message and any reply to it public if asked to under the Freedom of Information Act, Data
Protection Act or for litigation. Email messages and attachments sent to or from any
Environment Agency address may also be accessed by someone other than the sender or
recipient, for business purposes.
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