




parts of the CC test. We have made an exceptional decision that in this one
instance, if you provide evidence that they are registered to sit the soonest test
date available to gain TMNH and provide evidence of this registration within 10
working days, we can continue with duly making. They will then need to provide
evidence that they have passed during determination, before any permit could be
issued.
 
Further details about technical competence are available on the WAMITAB website in
their scheme document WAMITAB Assessor and IQA Handbook (ciwmquals.co.uk).
This details that there are no grace periods for CC. The grace period only relates to
obtaining the primary qualification not CC. The relevant sections are below. I hope this
may be useful for you.

"3.6 How does the 12-month grace period work?

For new permit applications, the relevant Primary Competence must be gained within
4 weeks of the site becoming operational. If the application is for a low-risk activity,
applicants must provide evidence of booking or registration for one of the following and
complete it within 4 weeks of permit issue or the commencement of the activity: • The
EPOC • The relevant low risk 4-unit qualification If the application is for a medium or
high-risk activity (except landfill), applicants can: • Complete the EPOC to gain a 12-
month grace period during which they can undertake the relevant 6- or 12-unit
qualification. • Complete the 4 specified units of the relevant 6- or 12-unit qualification
(shown in the table below) in 4 weeks to gain a 12-month grace period to achieve the
remaining units based on the table below:"

Also in relation to the relevant CC test:

"5.6 If I want to do a different type of activity can I just take a different Continuing
Competence test?

It depends. The Continuing Competence certificate is only valid alongside a relevant
Primary Competence certificate (or previous status as Deemed Competent, EA
Assessed, Previous Exempt etc.) i.e. a relevant qualification or EPOC covering the
same type of facility. Therefore, if your Primary Competence is not relevant for the new
process, permit variation or you were Deemed Competent etc. then you will need to
achieve an appropriate Primary Competence (e.g. qualification) to comply with the
Operator Competence Scheme requirements. You will then need to do the additional
Continuing Competence test within two years. However, if your Primary Competence is
relevant for more than one type of facility then you will need to check if an additional test
is required. For example, you have a relevant qualification for Managing Treatment of
Hazardous Waste and have passed the activity specific test - Treatment Hazardous
Waste (TMH). You then apply to vary your permit to include the treatment of WEEE.
You will not need to do another qualification as your Managing Treatment Hazardous
Waste qualification is listed as relevant for WEEE treatment in the hierarchy. However,
you will need to ensure that you have passed the WEEE Continuing Competence test to
demonstrate understanding of the activity specific requirements. This is in addition to
the activity specific test for Treating Hazardous Waste (TMH). This additional test
should be completed no later than the expiry date of the existing Continuing
Competence test. Please note: you will need to pass the Continuing Competence tests
for both activities to maintain your competence."
 
Additionally, please could you clarify about where surface water discharges to and if it is
only uncontaminated run-off. In the Bespoke Environmental Permitting Application and








