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Washington Sandpit Inert Waste Landfill 

Non- Technical Summary  
 

Introduction 

The application relates to restoration of a part of existing sand quarries located north of Washington 
Road (A283), Storrington, West Sussex. It is specific to the part of the quarry complex that is 
operated by Britaniacrest Recycling Limited (not the Cemex part) and to date has involved the re-use 
of clean natural occurring soil and mineral material used in accordance with the Definition of Waste: 
Development Industry Code of Practice (DoWCoP) (CL:AIRE v2) imported from elsewhere to create a 
development platform above the current and anticipated future groundwater level on which the 
intention was to construct an inert landfill. However, following case law the Environment Agency 
guidance on how to differentiate between waste disposal and waste recovery activities changed. A 
Waste Recovery Plan was submitted to the Agency and it was agreed that the proposed activity was 
a waste recovery operation for the creation of a country park as opposed to a disposal operation. 

Sand quarrying has occurred at the same time. With a screener used to sort the quarried sand into 
different size fractions. 

Under the bespoke waste recovery permit inert waste will be deposited at the site. In addition, some 
of that waste will be screened, again into different size fractions and to create different material that 
will be used at the site e.g. soils for the final restoration layer, brick and broken concrete to create 
haul roads.  

Moving from the placement of soil and mineral material to placement of inert waste and the move 
from screening sand to screening inert waste will have a minimal, if any impact, going forward. From 
outside looking in the operations will look the same. 

The site will have a gentle slope from the restored areas of the southern and eastern parts of the site 
down to the pond in the northwest of the site in accordance with the agreed planning permission 
(reference WSCC/104/13/SR).  

The sandstone has been quarried to form a sandpit approximately 30m deep. This adjoins a larger 
sandstone quarry (operated by Cemex UK) to the west. A former sandpit and historic landfill is 
located to the east. In between the entrance haul road off Hampers Way and the current sandpit is 
former deposited waste, believed to be domestic type waste. This waste will not be removed in fact 
the planning condition actual prohibits disturbance of this waste. 



The restoration plan for the site involves the partial infill of the sandpit to create gentle slopes from 
the restored area down to the pond in the north west of the site. The activities at the site have, and 
are to be: 

• Excavation, screening and export of sand. The sand will be excavated from above the current 
water table. 

• Re-use of material (sand and overburden) from the site to infill the base of the sandpit from 
the edge of the pond. 

• Importation and use of clean naturally occurring soil and mineral material from 
development sites brought in under the CL:AIRE Definition of Waste: Development Industry Code of 
Practice. which is recognised as industry best practice, as a non-waste.  

• Import of inert waste material under a bespoke Recovery Environmental Permit issued by 
the Environment Agency. 

• Screening of some of that waste to improve its reuse e.g. screened soil for the final 
restoration layer, bricks, broken concrete for haul roads 

• Creation of a final cover layer. This will be seeded and planted to integrate with the 
surrounding area.  

The final restoration levels will be in accordance with the planning approval application 
WSCC/104/13/SR. 

Activities 

The activities that will occur at the site are: 

• Weighing of vehicles 
• Screening to sort waste so that it can be used for a particular purpose  
• Wheel wash, to prevent any mud being carried out of the site 
• Direct placement of waste and levelling of it 
• Storage of equipment to facilitate the operation 

Track record 

Britaniacrest has a proven track record of carrying out waste operations without affecting the 
environment or people living or working in close proximity to its operations. 

Britaniacrest employs a number of specialists that are highly qualified and experienced in carrying 
out the operations and is committed to a high level of compliance with regulatory standards and 
good practice guidance for its industry. 
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