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Introduction 
The restoration of the site has involved the re-use of clean naturally occurring soil and mineral 
material at the site imported from elsewhere with a view to create a development platform above 
the current and anticipated future groundwater level on which to construct an inert landfill. 

However, with a change in case law the EA guidance on how to differentiate between disposal and 
recovery activities changes. As a result a new Waste Recovery Plan for the proposed activities was 
prepared and submitted to the EA. The EA agreed that the proposed activities at the site are 
recovery and not disposal. Therefore, the Landfill Directive does not apply. The geological barrier 
required by the Landfill Directive is provided as an attenuation layer to prevent pollution of 
groundwater. However, a substantial amount of inert clean naturally occurring material has already 
been placed. This will act as a substantial attenuation layer below the placed waste imported under 
the bespoke Environmental Permit – Deposit for recovery and physical treatment. 

The site will have a gentle slope from the restored areas of the southern and eastern parts of the site 
down to a pond in the northwest of the site in accordance with that agreed in the planning 
permission reference WSCC/104/13/SR.  

The site is located on the Folkestone Formation sandstone which is classified as a Principal aquifer. 
The sandstone has been quarried to form a sandpit approximately 30m deep at the site. This adjoins 
a larger sandstone quarry (operated by Cemex UK) to the west. A former sandpit and historic landfill, 
now developed for residential housing, is located to the east. 

In between the entrance haul road off Hampers Way and the current sandpit is former deposited 
waste, believed to be domestic type waste. This waste will not be removed. It is considered that this 
waste will be generating landfill gas. 

This report has been produced having regard to the Environment Agency Environmental Permitting 
Regulations: Inert Waste Guidance Standards and Measures for the Deposit of Inert Waste on Land 
and the UK approach to Risk Assessments. 

This document relates to amenity issues that may arise associated with the Environmental 
Permitting activities at the site. 

Site Conceptual Model 
The UK approach to risk assessments is to use the source – pathway – receptor relationship. 

The term “pollutant linkage” means the relationship between a contaminant, a pathway and a 
receptor. All three elements of a pollutant linkage must exist for there to be a risk to the identified 
receptor. If one element is missing then there is no risk. 

Environmental Protection Act 1990 Part: 2a - Contaminated Land Statutory Guidance (Defra 2012) 
provides the following definitions:  

(a) A “contaminant” is a substance which is in, on or under the land and which has the potential to 
cause significant harm to a relevant receptor, or to cause significant pollution of controlled waters. 
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(b) A “receptor” is something that could be adversely affected by a contaminant, for example a 
person, an organism, an ecosystem, property, or controlled waters. 

(c) A “pathway” is a route by which a receptor is or might be affected by a contaminant. 

If any one element of a pollutant linkage is absence then there is no risk. 

The nearest residential property is located on the opposite side of the road from the site entrance. 

The activities are to predominantly take place below the level of the surrounding land to the South 
and East. To the north and south is surrounding agricultural land and the CEMEX quarry and 
operational plant. Therefore, operations are effectively screened by being at a low level and 
considerable distance to sensitive receptors. 

Sand extraction, screening and importation via lorries has been taking place for a number of years at 
the site. No complaints have been received. The proposed operations are very similar i.e. 
importation of inert waste using lorries, the screening of inert waste. The same procedures will apply 
as site operations move from those previously and currently to those authorised via the issued 
bespoke Environmental Permit. 

The following amenity issues have been identified: 

• Noise 
• Dust 
• Odours 
• Mud on the road 
• Scavengers and pests 

Assessment 
Given the inert nature of the waste the following have been screened out: 

• Odours – wastes are not odorous and no odorous activities are to take place at the site 
• Scavengers and pests – the waste types are such that scavengers and or pests will be within 

the wastes accepted or will be attracted to the site. There are no activities to take place at 
the site that would attract scavengers or pests 

Table 1 identifies the activities that could lead to amenity issues and the proposed control measures. 

Table 1 Amenity control measures 
Issue Activity Control Measure Residual risk 
Noise Vehicles delivering 

waste 
Not operated by the 
Permit Holder, but if 
found to be excessively 
noisy will be banned 
from the site 

Very low 

  100m haul road 
maintained in good 

Very low 
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condition to avoid 
excessive vibration e.g. 
pot holes repaired 

 Screening Located at a low level in 
the quarry near to site 
office. Therefore old 
area of in filling 
between the activity 
and residential 
properties. Distance to 
the northern and 
western boundary of 
the site 

Very low 

Dust Vehicles depositing 
waste 

Maintained haul road. 
Road sweeper. 
Water bowser. 
Stop operations if 
strong winds and dusty 
loads e.g. certain 
weather conditions in 
the summer months 

Very low 

 Screening Water sprays on the 
screening equipment. 
Stop operations if 
strong winds and dusty 
loads e.g. certain 
weather conditions in 
the summer months 

Very low 

Mud on the public 
highway 

Vehicles leaving the site Use of wheel wash. 
Length of haul road. 
Road sweeper if 
necessary 

Very low 

 

Conclusion 
Given the nature of the inert wastes to be accepted amenity issues are restricted to noise, dust and 
potentially mud on the public highway. Such issues are well recognised with simple control measures 
that are easily implemented such that the residue risks are very low. 

In the unlikely event that complaints are received the complaints procedure will be followed with 
the incident investigated and if warranted additional control measures will be employed to prevent 
a reoccurrence. 
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