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1. INTRODUCTION 
Biffa Municipal Limited (Biffa) have prepared an Environmental Permit (EP) application for the 

proposed new activities at the existing Windwhistle Depot Site in Bodmin, Cornwall. These 

new activities are being undertaken to fulfil the requirements of the recently acquired municipal 

council contract which Biffa will be responsible for from 3rd October 2020. This application has 

been prepared under the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016 

(as amended). Herein the facility will be referred to as ‘the Site’.  

This document provides a Non-Technical Summary (NTS) of the application, including: 

 An explanation of what is being applied for; 

 A summary of the regulated facilities; and 

 A summary of the key technical standards and control measures relating to the 

proposed changes.  

To support this application for an EP, the following documentation is submitted in addition to 

this NTS: 

 Application Forms (A, B2, B4 and F1) and associated appendices, including a 

summary of the Environmental Management System (EMS), List of Directors and 

WAMITAB/Certificates of Continuing Competence.  

 Associated Drawings; 

 An Environmental Risk Assessment; 

 A Fire Prevention Plan; 

 A Dust Emissions Management Plan; 

 An Odour Management Plan; 

 A Site Management Plan; and 

 A Site Condition Report.  

 

1.1. Pre-Application Discussions 
Biffa Municipal Limited requested basic pre-application advice from the Environment Agency 

(EA). This confirmed the application approach, required documents and associated 

application fee.  

 

1.2. The Site  
The Site is situated in Bodmin, Cornwall  

The National Grid Reference for the Site is SX 08512 67144.  

The Site is bound immediately to the east by the A30 dual carriageway and immediately to the 

west by the A38 single carriageway. Beyond this the site is bound to the east by agricultural 

land, and industrial buildings to the west. To the North and South, the Site is bound by a 

mixture of industrial buildings and agricultural land. The Site’s location is illustrated on Drawing 

WWA030100.  

The nature and heritage conservation screening which was undertaken as part of the basic 

pre-application service identified that within 200m of the Site there is a local wildlife site; 

Cardinham Wood.  
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2. PROPOSED ACTIVITIES  
The Site is already an operational Biffa depot, however we are now applying for an EP as we 
are proposing to store street cleansing residues on Site for bulking prior to disposal or recovery 
elsewhere.  
 
There will be up to 3 x 20 cubic yard/15.3m3 containers at the site, with a maximum 15t capacity 
per container. The materials collected will be Street Sweepings, Litter bin sacks and small fly-
tips. At least twice per week, or sooner if required, the containers will be removed and taken 
to a disposal facility by hook lift, and exchanged for empty containers. 
 
It is also proposed that WEEE, textiles and batteries may be stored on site under the relevant 
S1 and S2 exemptions. These wastes will be stored in accordance with the conditions of these 
exemptions outside of the permitted area.  
 

2.1. Specified Waste Management Activities  
The activities that will be carried out at the Site as defined under Annex II of the Waste 

Framework Directive can be summarised as follows: 

 R13 – Storage of wastes pending any of the operations numbered R1 to R12 

(excluding temporary storage, pending collection, on the site where it is produced) 

 D15 – Storage pending any of the operations numbered D1 to D14 (excluding 

temporary storage, pending collection, on the site where it is produced) 

 

2.2. Waste Types and Storage 
The Site will accept up to 5,000 tonnes per annum (tpa) of street-cleansing residues. It is 

proposed that up to 15 tonnes of this waste can be stored on the Site at any one time.  

The waste will be removed off site for recovery or to a disposal facility at least twice per week, 

or sooner if required.  

The proposed waste list is shown in Table 1 below.  

Table 1 – Proposed Waste List 

EWC Code Description 

20 03 03 Street cleaning residues  
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3. APPLCATION CONTENTS 

3.1. Application Forms  
Parts A, B2, B4 and F1 of the EA’s EP application forms have been completed in support of 

this application. The application forms also required the following additional information, which 

has been included: 

 List of Directors 

 Relevant Convictions 

 WAMITAB and Certificates of Continuing Competence 

 Summary of Environmental Management System (ISO14001) 

3.1.1. Application Fee 
Under the EA’s Environmental Permitting (England) Charging Scheme 2019, and confirmed 

in the basic pre-application response, the fee for a bespoke application for transferring street 

cleansing residues is as follows; 

 Household, commercial and industrial waste transfer station; includes assessment of 

fire prevention plan and odour management plan (Table 1.16.6 of the Charging 

Scheme): £9,176 

 Emissions (Dust) Management Plan: £1,241 (ref 1.19.5) 

Therefore, the total application fee will be £10,417.  

 

3.2. Site Condition Report  
A Site Condition Report (SCR) has been prepared as part of this application to establish the 

baseline environmental conditions within the Site permit boundary. The SCR has been 

prepared in accordance with EA guidance H5 (version 3), April 2013.  

The facility will operate with due regard to the conditions of the EP and all relevant 

environmental legislation to ensure that the Site does not pose a significant risk to the 

surrounding human and natural environment.  

The SCR is enclosed within this EP application.  

 

3.3. Environmental Risk Assessment  
The Environmental Risk Assessment (ERA) has been produced to assess the environmental 

risk posed by the proposed activities on Site.  

Strict operational procedures will be implemented at the Site to monitor and manage amenity 

risks from the activities and include provision for the monitoring of odour and dust. The impact 

of the proposed activities is assessed in the ERA.  

Subject to the implementation of the stated management measures, the conclusion has been 

reached that the proposed activities are unlikely to result in a significant accident or risk to the 

amenity of the local environment.  

The ERA is enclosed within this EP application.  

 



Biffa Municipal Limited   EPR/JB3306HF 
Windwhistle Depot  Environmental Permit Application 
Non-Technical Summary  June 2020 
 

6 

 

3.4. Odour Management Plan 
An Odour Management Plan (OMP) has been prepared as part of this application to establish 

to address the risk of odour as a result of the proposed site activities. The OMP has been 

prepared in accordance with EA guidance H4 Odour Management.  

The facility will operate with due regard to the conditions of the EP and all relevant 

environmental legislation to minimise any potential odour at the Site.  

The OMP is enclosed within this EP application.  

 

3.5. Fire Prevention Plan 
The Fire Prevention Plan (FPP) follows EA guidance for FPPs and details the required 

mitigation and management methods to prevent a fire of combustible materials stored on Site.  

The FPP identifies measures to be employed to reduce the likelihood of fires  

The FPP is enclosed within this EP application.  

 

3.6. Emissions (Dust) Management Plan  
An Emissions (Dust) Management Plan (DEMP) has been submitted prepared as part of this 

application to address the risk of dust as a result of the proposed site operations. The DEMP 

has been prepared in accordance with EA guidance ‘Control and monitor emissions for you 

environmental permit’.  

The DEMP is enclosed within this EP application.  

 

3.7. Site Management Plan 
The Site will be managed in accordance with an Environmental Management System (EMS) 

accredited to ISO14001.  

In addition to this EMS, the Site Management Plan (SMP) details the management measures 

that will be implemented on Site to minimise the risk of accidents or emissions that could 

impact worker and local receptors.  

The document includes the detailed process description and relevant roles and responsibilities 

to ensure the safe and effective management of the Site to keep it in compliance with the EP.  

The document includes the following information; 

 Management; 

 Site operations; 

 Process Controls; 

 Emissions; and 

 Monitoring.  

Operational management procedures will ensure that: 

 The risks that the activities pose to the environment are identified; 

 The measures that are required to minimise the risks are identified;  



Biffa Municipal Limited   EPR/JB3306HF 
Windwhistle Depot  Environmental Permit Application 
Non-Technical Summary  June 2020 
 

7 

 

 The activities ae managed in accordance with the management system and the 

Operating Techniques; 

 Performance against the management system is audited at regular intervals; and 

 The EP is complied with.  

The SMP is enclosed within this EP application.  

 

3.8. Drawings  
Drawings have been produced to detail all characteristics of the Site relevant to the application 

and are enclosed within this EP application. The full list of Drawings is as follows:  

Site Location/Layout Plan: WWA030100 

Fire Prevention Plan Environmental Setting: FPP/01 

Fire Prevention Plan Site Layout: FPP/02 (WWA030200) 
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4. TECHNICAL STANDARDS AND CONTROL MEASURES 
The key technical standards laid out in the following documents govern the design and 

operation of the Site: 

 The Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016 (as amended); 

 Developing a management system: environmental permits; 

 Controlling and monitor your emissions for an environmental permit; 

 Sector Guidance Note S5.06; Guidance for the Recovery and Disposal of Hazardous 

and Non-Hazardous Waste; and  

 Relevant EA Guidance e.g. Environmental Risk Assessments, Site Condition 

Reports, FPPs, Odour Management.  

The control measure relevant to the proposed activities are described in the SMP submitted 

with this application.  

The proposals have been assessed against these standards and are all considered to meet 

the relevant technical standards.  

The overall conclusion is that there is unlikely to be a significant environmental impact as a 

results of the proposed activities on Site.  

Biffa is fully committed to ensuring the highest standards are met and will undertake its 

activities in a manner consistent with best industrial practices and in accordance with the 

Company’s accredited EMS.  
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5. COVID-19 STATEMENT 
The information and documents submitted within this application have been compiled 

following the Environment Agency basic pre-application letter dated 15.05.2020 reference 

EPR/JB3306HF/A001.    

 

Additional site information incorporating site surveys that may be produced as part of the 

development of these sites will become available over the coming months with some of 

this information potentially assisting the determination of the permit.    

 

Please note that gathering some of this information not only involves the appointment of 

contractors and consultant engineers but site visits, involving walkover surveys and 

inspections but due to the lockdown restrictions these works have been severely delayed 

during the COVID-19 pandemic.   

 

We would therefore request that the Environment Agency takes the above into 

consideration when carrying out the duly made assessment of this application and also 

when sending out requests for further information, which may take longer than the usual 

10 working days to respond to due to the continuing Government restrictions and guidance 

in place regarding COVID-19. 
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6. CONCLUSION 
The application is being made by Biffa Municipal Limited.  

 

A set of application forms has been submitted for the application, as well as appropriate 

supporting documentation in relation to company directors, relevant convictions, 

Environmental Management System and Technically Competent Management. Payment 

is being made by BACS in respect of the application fee required by the Agency as 

summarised on the Part F1 application form. 

 

The overall conclusion of the studies undertaken in support of this permit application for 

Windwhistle Depot is that there is unlikely to be a significant environmental impact.  

 

Biffa are fully committed to ensuring the highest standards are met and will undertake their 

activities in a manner consistent with best industrial practices and in accordance with the 

company’s integrated management system.  

 

 


