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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
A risk assessment has been undertaken to determine if the fugitive emissions anticipated from 
the operation activities at Moorswater Depot may have an effect on any sensitive receptors 
located close to the site.  
 
Table 1 includes a list of sensitive receptors that have been identifies through a desk top 
assessment of the area.  
 
Table 1: Sensitive Receptors within 500m of the Site Boundary  

Receptor Name Receptor Type Distance/Direction 
from site 

Brief Description 

Commercial 
businesses in 
Moorswater 
Industrial Estate 

Commercial / 
Industrial 

Adjacent / N Commercial / industrial 
estate covering land 
between the A38 and the 
railway line 

Railway line viaduct Transport 30m / S Mainline track  

Properties located 
along Old Station 
Road 

Residential  50m / E Detached properties along 
Old Station Road 

A38 Highway 200m / NE Dual carriageway 

Properties located 
between A38 and 
B3254 

Residential  250m / NE Mostly terraced properties 
along streets including 
Gipsy Lane, Allen Vale and 
Woodgate Road 

Farm buildings Commercial / 
Industrial 

290m / W Farm buildings 

Coombe Junction 
Halt 

Transport 500m / S Railway Station 

 
In accordance with Environment Agency guidance, this report assesses the risks posed by 
the following hazards from the proposed activities: 
 

 Odour; 

 Noise;  

 Fugitive Emissions to Air, Water and Land;  and 

 Accidents.  
 
There are no point source emissions to air, water or land resulting from the proposed 
operations. 
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2. SITE SETTING  
 
2.1. Location  
 
The Site is located on Old Station Road in Liskeard, Cornwall. The Site is on the Western side 
of the town in an area of industry. The National Grid Reference for the Site is SX 23698 63999. 
The Site is bound immediately to the South by a railway line, beyond this the site is bound to 
the South and East by agricultural land. To the North, the Site is bound by Moorswater 
Industrial Estate. The A38 Dobwalls Bypass is ~150m to the north east of the Site and beyond 
this is the western edge of the residential area of Liskeard. The Site’s location is illustrated on 
Drawing MW030100.  
 
Site Address is: Old Station Road, Liskeard, Cornwall, PL14 4LB.  
 
Vehicular access to the site is via Old Station Road.  
 
2.2. Receptors  
The site location and environmental site setting are shown below, please note the site is 
identified by the red marker on the map. The red line indicates the receptors located within a 
500m radius of the site.  
 

 

The facility sits within the Moorswater Industrial Estate and is surrounded to the north by 
commercial/industrial properties that include Nationwide Platforms, Bradford Building supplies 
and A2Z Sign & Print.  
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The nearest residential area to the facility is located along Old Station Road, approximately 
50m from the site boundary. Further residential areas are located approximately 250m to the 
north-east of the site. In addition to this, farm buildings that may be used for residential use as 
well as industrial and commercial use are located 290m to the west of the site boundary. 

The A38 runs north-south 200m to the north-east of the site’s eastern boundary. A main 
railway line viaduct is located approximately 30m south of the site boundary. 500m to the south 
lies the Coombe Junction Halt railway station.  

The site does not lie within 500m of a European Site, Ramsar Site or Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI).  

There is a protected deciduous woodland within 500m of the site. Also multiple protected 
species of fish are present in watercourses with 500m of the site.  

Wind rose indicate that the predominant wind direction is from between south, south-west and 
west which accounts for c. 40% of the total wind. However the East also accounts for 13.5% 
of the total wind direction. Therefore, any receptors situated to the north, north-east and east 
of the site would be potentially most likely to be at risk of any environmental hazards. 

No watercourses are shown within 500m of the site boundary, the nearest watercourse is 
shown approximately 1.9km south-west of the site boundary. 

Beneath site, bedrock is shown to be Slate and Siltstone of the Saltash Formation. This 
formation is indicative of a local environment previously dominated by open seas with pelagite 
deposits. No superficial deposits are shown to underlie the site. 

The site lies between a Flood Zone 1 and Flood Zone 3 therefore some parts of the Site have 
a low probability of flooding, but the southern part of the site has a high probability of flooding. 
The site does not lie within a groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ).  
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3. RISK ASSESSMENT  
 
The following tables in this section assess the site in terms of potential hazards posed, 
receptors and pathways, along with management and assessment of the identified risks.  
 
The probability of exposure is the likelihood of the receptors being exposed to the hazard, and 
is defined as low, medium or high. These terms are quantified as follows: 
 
Low  - exposure is unlikely, barriers in place to mitigate against exposure;  
Medium - exposure is fairly probable, barriers to exposure less controllable; or 
High  - exposure is probable, direct exposure likely with few barriers. 
 
The overall risk is the balance of probability and consequence and is defined here as not 
significant to significant, as set out in the EA guidance.  
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Table 2: Odour Risk Assessment and Management Plan 

What do you do that can harm and what could be harmed Managing the Risk Assessing the Risk 

Hazard Receptor Pathway Risk management  Probability of 
exposure 

Consequence What is the overall 
risk 

What has the potential to 
cause harm? 

What is at risk what do I 
wish to protect? 

How can the hazard 
get to the receptor? 

What measures will you take to reduce the risk? 
– Who is responsible for what? 

How likely is this 
contact? 

What is the harm 
that can be 
caused? 

What is the risk that 
still remains? The 
balance of 
probability and 
consequence  

Odour from accepted 
wastes  

Potentially sensitive 
receptors as listed in 
Table 1. 
  

Air The site will be operated in accordance with a site 
specific Odour Management Plan. 
 
Strict waste acceptance procedures will be 
adhered to, to ensure only permitted wastes are 
accepted on site.  
 
The nature of the wastes accepted on the site 
have little potential to give rise to odour.  
 
In accordance with the site Odour Management 
Plan, the site will be monitored for odours by site 
personnel throughout the working day. 
 
In the event that odours are detected, 
investigations will be undertaken to determine the 
cause and appropriate remedial action taken.    
 
The Site Manager is responsible for implementing 
risk management measures in accordance with 
the site’s operational procedures. 

Low 
 
 

Odour nuisance 
and loss of 
amenity 

Not significant  
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Table 3: Noise Risk Assessment and Management Plan 

 
What do you do that can harm and what could be harmed Managing the Risk Assessing the Risk 

Hazard Receptor Pathway Risk management  Probability of 
exposure 

Consequence What is the 
overall risk 

What has the potential to 
cause harm? 

What is at risk what do I 
wish to protect? 

How can the 
hazard get to 
the receptor? 

What measures will you take to reduce the 
risk? – Who is responsible for what? 

How likely is this 
contact? 

What is the harm 
that can be 
caused? 

What is the risk that 
still remains? The 
balance of 
probability and 
consequence  

Noise from vehicular 
movements (site access 
road and internal roads) 
 
Noise from daily 
operations 

Potentially sensitive 
receptors as listed in 
Table 1. 
  

Air Site operations are restricted to the hours 
specified in the planning consent. 

Speed limits are implemented for vehicles 
using the site. 

Site access & internal roads and operational 
areas are maintained and repaired to 
minimise emissions of noise due to uneven 
and poor surfacing. 

Plant is selected & operated to minimise 
noise.  All site plant and machinery is 
operated and maintained in accordance with 
manufacturer’s specifications.  

Auditory inspections are carried out in 
response to complaints.  

A record of the inspection findings are made 
in the site daily inspection. 

Mobile. Intermittent 
throughout the day. 

Low 
 
 
 

Noise nuisance 
and loss of 
amenity 

Not significant 
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What do you do that can harm and what could be harmed Managing the Risk Assessing the Risk 

Hazard Receptor Pathway Risk management  Probability of 
exposure 

Consequence What is the 
overall risk 

What has the potential to 
cause harm? 

What is at risk what do I 
wish to protect? 

How can the 
hazard get to 
the receptor? 

What measures will you take to reduce the 
risk? – Who is responsible for what? 

How likely is this 
contact? 

What is the harm 
that can be 
caused? 

What is the risk that 
still remains? The 
balance of 
probability and 
consequence  

The TCM is responsible for implementing risk 
management measures in accordance with 
the site’s operational procedures. 
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Table 4: Fugitive Emissions Risk Assessment and Management Plan 

What do you do that can harm and what could be harmed Managing the Risk Assessing the Risk 

Hazard Receptor Pathway Risk management  Probability of 
exposure 

Consequence What is the 
overall risk 

What has the potential to 
cause harm? 

What is at risk what do I 
wish to protect? 

How can the 
hazard get to the 
receptor? 

What measures will you take to reduce the 
risk? – Who is responsible for what? 

How likely is this 
contact? 

What is the harm 
that can be caused? 

What is the risk 
that still remains? 
The balance of 
probability and 
consequence  

To Air: 

Dust from: 
Vehicle movements 
 

Potentially sensitive 
receptors as listed in 
Table 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Air The site does not accept wastes that are 
significantly dusty in nature.  
 
All waste discharge and storage is within 
20 cubic yard containers. 
 
Site access roads and operational areas 
have impermeable pavement and will be 
maintained and repaired to minimise 
emissions of dust due to uneven and poor 
surfacing. 
 
All roads and operational areas will be 
swept where necessary to reduce dust 
emissions.  
 
Daily, visual inspections will be carried out 
by site personnel. 
 
In the event that significant visual dust is 
observed at the boundaries of the site 
areas, action will be taken to suppress the 
dust. 
 

Low 

 

Dust nuisance Not significant  
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What do you do that can harm and what could be harmed Managing the Risk Assessing the Risk 

Hazard Receptor Pathway Risk management  Probability of 
exposure 

Consequence What is the 
overall risk 

What has the potential to 
cause harm? 

What is at risk what do I 
wish to protect? 

How can the 
hazard get to the 
receptor? 

What measures will you take to reduce the 
risk? – Who is responsible for what? 

How likely is this 
contact? 

What is the harm 
that can be caused? 

What is the risk 
that still remains? 
The balance of 
probability and 
consequence  

A record of the inspection findings & 
remedial action taken will be made in the 
site daily inspection.  
 
The TCM is responsible for implementing 
risk management measures in accordance 
with the site’s operational procedures. 

To Water 

Run off from external 
waste storage areas 

 

 

Run off from external 
areas not subject to the 
storage of waste  

Groundwater 

 

Surface water and 
groundwater 

 

 

Surface water and 
groundwater 

 

Percolation 

 

 

 

Overland and 
percolation  

 

 

Only areas of the site where waste is not 
stored is hard surfaced and drains into the 
surface water system.  
 
Strict waste acceptance procedures 
ensure that only permitted waste types are 
accepted on site. 
 
In the event that non-conforming wastes 
are delivered to site, they will be isolated 
and removed from site at the earliest 
opportunity.  
 
The TCM is responsible for implementing 
risk management measures in accordance 
with the site’s operational procedures. 

Low  Contamination of 
surface water and 
groundwater 

Not significant 
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What do you do that can harm and what could be harmed Managing the Risk Assessing the Risk 

Hazard Receptor Pathway Risk management  Probability of 
exposure 

Consequence What is the 
overall risk 

What has the potential to 
cause harm? 

What is at risk what do I 
wish to protect? 

How can the 
hazard get to the 
receptor? 

What measures will you take to reduce the 
risk? – Who is responsible for what? 

How likely is this 
contact? 

What is the harm 
that can be caused? 

What is the risk 
that still remains? 
The balance of 
probability and 
consequence  

Pests 

Birds, vermin and insects Potentially sensitive 
receptors as listed in 
Table 1. 
 

Via air (flies) or 
over ground 
(vermin)  

All waste is stored in in designated 
containers that can be covered. 

 
In the event that birds, vermin & insects are 
identified at the site, a specialist pest 
control contractor will be employed to 
undertake remedial measures.  
 
The TCM is responsible for implementing 
risk management measures in accordance 
with the site’s operational procedures. 
 

Negligible  Nuisance, loss of 
amenity and harm 
to human health 

Not significant 
 
 
 

Mud/Litter 

Litter from wastes 
accepted   

Potentially sensitive 
receptors as listed in 
Table 1. 
 
 
 

Airborne litter, 
overland   All waste is stored in in designated 

containers that can be covered. 

The nature of the wastes are damp so it is 
unlikely that light fractions and litter will 
arise.  

 
Waste acceptance procedures will ensure 
that only authorised wastes are accepted.  
 

Low - medium 
 

Nuisance and loss 
of amenity 

Not significant 
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What do you do that can harm and what could be harmed Managing the Risk Assessing the Risk 

Hazard Receptor Pathway Risk management  Probability of 
exposure 

Consequence What is the 
overall risk 

What has the potential to 
cause harm? 

What is at risk what do I 
wish to protect? 

How can the 
hazard get to the 
receptor? 

What measures will you take to reduce the 
risk? – Who is responsible for what? 

How likely is this 
contact? 

What is the harm 
that can be caused? 

What is the risk 
that still remains? 
The balance of 
probability and 
consequence  

The site and its immediate surrounding will 
be inspected on a daily basis and action is 
taken as appropriate to maintain the area 
free of significant accumulations of litter. 
 
The TCM is responsible for implementing 
risk management measures in accordance 
with the site’s operational procedures. 
 

Mud from vehicles  

 

Potentially sensitive 
receptors as listed in 
Table 1, including 
roads. 
 
 
 

Overland   The working areas of the site benefit from 
impermeable paving and will be 
maintained free of potholes. 
 
A road sweeper will be employed as 
necessary to keep the site free from mud 
which may be taken onto the public 
highway. 

 

The TCM is responsible for implementing 
risk management measures in accordance 
with the site’s operational procedures. 

Low  Mud on road, road 
traffic accidents 

Not significant 
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Table 5: Accidents Risk Assessment and Management Plan 

What do you do that can harm and what could be harmed Managing the Risk Assessing the Risk 

Hazard Receptor Pathway Risk management  Probability of 
exposure 

Consequence What is the 
overall risk 

What has the potential 
to cause harm? 

What is at risk what do I 
wish to protect? 

How can the 
hazard get to 
the 
receptor? 

What measures will you take to reduce 
the risk? – Who is responsible for what? 

How likely is this 
contact? 

What is the harm 
that can be 
caused? 

What is the risk 
that still remains? 
The balance of 
probability and 
consequence  

Unauthorised waste Potentially sensitive 
receptors as listed in Table 
1. 

Via air 
(odours) 
Overland (to 
sewers, 
surface and 
groundwater) 

Only waste authorised by the permit will be 
accepted at the site. 
 
In the event that unauthorised waste is 
delivered to the site, the waste will be 
segregated and stored in a designated 
quarantine area prior to export from site.  
 
The TCM is responsible for implementing risk 
management measures in accordance with 
the site’s operational procedures. 

Low  Odour nuisance 
 
Water 
contamination 

Not significant  
 
 
   

Fire Potentially sensitive 
receptors as listed in Table 
1.  

Air, water 
runoff   

No potentially combustible waste (including 
paper, cardboard and plastics) will be stored 
on the site. 
 
The site will be managed in accordance with 
the site procedures and risk assessment 
and/or a specific Fire Prevention Plan where 
required. 
  
The plant inspection schedule includes 
checks of electrical equipment within the site 
to ensure that any faults are identified and 
repaired.  
 

Low Nuisance (smoke 
and fumes) and 
harm to human 
health. 
Water 
contamination 
(runoff)   

Not significant 
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What do you do that can harm and what could be harmed Managing the Risk Assessing the Risk 

Hazard Receptor Pathway Risk management  Probability of 
exposure 

Consequence What is the 
overall risk 

What has the potential 
to cause harm? 

What is at risk what do I 
wish to protect? 

How can the 
hazard get to 
the 
receptor? 

What measures will you take to reduce 
the risk? – Who is responsible for what? 

How likely is this 
contact? 

What is the harm 
that can be 
caused? 

What is the risk 
that still remains? 
The balance of 
probability and 
consequence  

Smoking will only be permitted in the 
designated smoking area located in front of 
the offices.  This location is a considerable 
distance away from the waste storage areas. 
 
The operators working practices ensure 
assessment of fire hazards and training of 
employees in fire prevention, e.g. in the use 
of fire extinguishers and emergency 
procedures.  
 
No waste shall be burned on the site and any 
fire at the site will be treated as an 
emergency.  
 
Actions to be taken in the event of a fire: 

 Notify the fire brigade immediately and 
the EA as soon as practicable; 

 Isolate the burning area and attempt to 
extinguish the fire utilising the on-site fire 
extinguishers, if safe to do so; 

 Prevent, if possible, contaminated site 
drainage from entering any un-surfaced 
ground; and 

 Evacuate the site if the fire is not 
containable. 
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What do you do that can harm and what could be harmed Managing the Risk Assessing the Risk 

Hazard Receptor Pathway Risk management  Probability of 
exposure 

Consequence What is the 
overall risk 

What has the potential 
to cause harm? 

What is at risk what do I 
wish to protect? 

How can the 
hazard get to 
the 
receptor? 

What measures will you take to reduce 
the risk? – Who is responsible for what? 

How likely is this 
contact? 

What is the harm 
that can be 
caused? 

What is the risk 
that still remains? 
The balance of 
probability and 
consequence  

The TCM is responsible for implementing risk 
management measures in accordance with 
the site’s operational procedures. 
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4. CONCLUSION 

It is concluded after this review that the waste facilities activities and associated risks are 
unlikely to have any adverse effects on the receptors within the vicinity of the waste facility 
boundary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


