
SECTION 7 NON TECHNICAL SUMMARY 
 
7.1 This Non-Technical Summary is provided in support of the application by Goldstar 

Metal Traders Limited for the operations at Lodge Farm near March.  This should 
be read in conjunction with the rest of the documents submitted with this 
application. 

 
 The Site 
 
7.2 Goldstar Metal Traders owns and operates the materials recycling facility at Lodge 

Farm, near March, Cambridgeshire (“the site”). The site extends over circa 1.5 
hectares and is centred on Grid Ref TL 38180 94064. 

 
7.3 The site is located approximately 2 km south west of March, Cambridgeshire and is 

accessed via Knights End Road which in turn leads to the A141.  The site is located 
in a primarily rural area with surrounding land use predominantly agriculturally 
based (see figure 1 below). 

 
 

 Figure 1 - Site Location 
 
7.4 The site is bounded by arable land to the north, and to the east by an unclassified 

public highway. The southern perimeter is secured via drains which form part of 
the larger network draining this lowland area, maintained by the local IDB, beyond 
which is a wind farm.  The western perimeter is bounded by scrubland and an 
existing approved landscaping bund erected under the provisions of the current 
planning consent. 

 
 Summary of Operations and Proposals 
 
7.5 The site specialises in bespoke recycling operations accommodating a range of 

waste types, including: 
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 ferrous metals; 
 non ferrous metals; 
 End of Life Vehicles or ELV; 
 Electrical waste or WEEE; and 
 mixed industrial materials. 

 
7.6 The site has evolved and expanded over time to encompass the full range of 

recovery activities and is designed in such a way that east-west the reception, 
treatment, storage and distribution activities are clearly zoned across the site.  A 
summary of the overall process is set out as follows: - 

1. HGVs deliver materials via the site access in the north-east corner of the 
site, using the weighbridge where loads are inspected and appropriate 
checks undertaken; 

2. imported materials are unloaded in dedicated bays accordingly to type and 
waste code; 

3. End of Life Vehicle carcasses are segregated and stored in Unit 3 for de-
pollution; 

4. waste electrical materials are segregated and stored in Unit 1 for separation 
and treatment; 

5. scrap metal is stored and bailing is undertaken in the west of the site; and 
6. loading and distribution of sorted and bailed material is also in the west of 

the site, using two container inverters to load materials. 
 
A full description of the activities on site from reception through to export of 
processed materials off site is provided in Sections 2 - 4 inclusive of Volume 2 of 
the application. 
 

7.7 To date, the site has been operated under a range of Exemptions from Waste 
Management Licensing as registered under reference WEX071658.   In addition to 
the above, the site benefits from a Standard Rules Permit (Ref EPR/LB733DN) for 
the treatment of up to 75,000 tonnes per annum of End of Life Vehicles.  Full 
details on the site and its setting are provided in the Site Condition Report 
provided at Volume 1 of this application. 

 
7.8 Liaison with the Environment Agency has identified that by virtue of the capacity of 

the operations, and the mechanical nature of treatment, a bespoke permit is 
required to effectively regulate the activities.  This application therefore seeks to 
vary/supersede/replace the current Standard Rules Permit and the T9 Exemption in 
place at the site. 

 
7.9 This application is to vary the current standard rules permit in place at the site to 

provide for the following: - 
 

(i) increase in permit area; 
(ii) change in activity description; and 
(iii) regulating the mechanical (rather than by hand) means of metals handling 

and recovery. 
 
7.10 The site typically operates below 75,000 tonnes per annum for the handling of 

metal materials which is the main subject of this application.  
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7.11  The proposed list of permitted waste types, including EWC codes and their full 

descriptions, is included at Section 3 of Volume 2.  
 
7.12 The maximum quantity of hazardous waste that will be treated for disposal or 

recovery on site is 10 tonnes per day, not including the manual depollution and 
dismantling of waste motor vehicles.  No more than 50 tonnes of hazardous waste 
will be stored on site at any one time, including no more than 10 tonnes for 
disposal, but not including ELVs awaiting manual depollution. 

 
7.13 Notwithstanding the above, in order to avoid unnecessary restrictions on 

operational flexibility and to allow the site to respond to changes in market demand 
for different waste types within the permitted waste list, within the overall 
maximum permitted tonnage per year, it is not proposed that there will any 
individual limits on the permitted annual tonnages for individual waste types, other 
than under stockpile capacity and management restrictions. 

  
7.14 In order to prevent the acceptance of unsuitable wastes which may lead to adverse 

reactions or uncontrolled emissions, systems and procedures must be in place to 
ensure that wastes are subject to appropriate technical appraisal. This ensures their 
suitability for the proposed treatment route. These checks are therefore carried 
out before any decision is made to accept a waste at the site. 

 
7.15 It is intended that the bespoke permit will allow for the importation and recycling 

of scrap metal material (including WEEE and ELV) using mechanical means of 
processing and handling.  These operations comprise the following activity codes 
under the EU Waste Framework Directive 2009/98: 

 
 R4 - recycling/reclamation of metals and meal compounds; 
 R8 - recovery of compounds from catalysts; 
 R13 - storage of waste pending any operations numbered R1 to R12. R13;  
 D15 - storage pending any of the operations numbered D1 to D14 (excluding 

temporary storage, pending collection, on the site where it is produced). 
 

Relevant Guidance 
 
7.16 The documents submitted with the application will examine in detail each element 

of the process and stipulate the control and mitigation measures available to ensure 
full compliance with the relevant sector guidance comprising the following:- 

 Sector Guidance S5.06: recovery and disposal of hazardous and non-hazardous 
waste; 

 HSE Guidance on scrap and metal recycling; 
 HSE Guidance on End of Life Vehicles; 
 EA technical guidance on Fire Prevention Plans; and 
 EA technical guidance on Development of Management Systems. 

 
7.17 The documents submitted with the application forms part of the EMS for the site, 

setting out the operational context consistent with the above guidance.  The 
baseline for the site (including the identification of vulnerable locations) is provided 
at Volume 1 of the application (Site Condition Report), Description of Site 
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Activities at Volume 2, whilst Volume 3 provides and Environmental Risk 
Assessment.  The documents should be viewed as a whole EMS. 

 Control Measures and Risk Assessment 

7.18 The site will be operated in accordance with the content of Volume 2 which has 
been prepared to satisfy the requirements of Environment Agency Guidance,  

7.19 The operational management procedures defined in Volume 2 will ensure that: 

• the risks that the activities pose to the environment are identified; 
• the measures that are required to minimise the risks are identified; 
• the activities are managed in accordance with the management system and 

operating techniques document; 
• performance against the management system is audited at regular intervals; and 
• compliance with the environmental permit. 

 

7.20 In summary, the rules and operating procedures employed at the site will ensure 
the following with respect to waste management activities: 

•  all vehicle depollution will take place within the designated building which will 
prevent the ingress of rain and surface water, and will be provided with 
impermeable pavement with drainage to a sealed sump; 

•  all metals handling, reception and treatment will be undertake on the same 
impermeable paving with suitable drainage; 

• all other waste treatment and storage will take place on concrete impermeable 
pavement provided with sealed drainage system which includes for silt traps 
and interceptors; 

•  concrete impermeable surfacing throughout the external areas of the means 
that no potentially contaminated runoff from the site can enter nearby IDB 
assets;  

•  lead acid batteries will be stored in containers with an impermeable, acid 
resistant base and unless stored under a weatherproof covering, a lid to 
prevent ingress of water;  

•  all potentially polluting liquid wastes, such as oils or other fuels, will be stored 
in above ground tanks on an impervious base and surrounded by impervious 
bund walls; 

•  clean surface runoff from roofs, or areas not used in connection with storing 
and treating waste will be separately managed; 

•  strict waste acceptance procedures will be adhered to, to ensure only 
permitted wastes are accepted on site; 

•  the storage of all potentially combustible waste will be in accordance with the 
site specific Fire Prevention Plan; 

•  the storage and treatment of wastes will be in accordance with the specific 
stockpile rules, and materials handling procedures and also subject to site 
specific Noise and Vibration protocols; and 

 
Overarching control will be in place by the Site Manager who will ensure that 
regular inspections are made of the site. If necessary, remedial measures will be 
arranged as soon as possible.  
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7.21 Section 5 of Volume 2 of the submitted documents sets out the key control 
measures that apply under the following broad headings, which are the identified 
area of increased risk:- 

 Control of Mud and Debris; 
 Potentially Polluting Leaks and Spillages; 
 Fires on Site; and 
 Storage of batteries. 

Each section has detailed procedures and where appropriate (for example “fires on 
site”, a detailed management plan has been provided) prepared in accordance with 
the relevant EA guidance. 

7.22 An Environmental Risk Assessment (ERA) has been carried out to assess the 
environmental risk posed by the proposed activities, and this is provided at Volume 
3 of the submitted documents. 

 
7.23 There will be no point source emissions to land, air, surface or groundwater from 

the proposed facility. The processes either used fixed plant powered by electrical 
means, or mobile plant that use internal combustion engines (such as the case with 
the proposed fragmerntiser).   All potentially contaminated site drainage is managed 
via a sealed system, consisting of concrete impermeable pavement across the site 
with drainage into silt traps and interceptors that are subject to a regular routing of 
inspection and maintenance.  

 
7.24 Operational procedures at the site will monitor and manage amenity and accident 

risks from the proposed activities and includes provision for the monitoring of 
noise, and fugitive emissions. The impact of the proposed development on 
surrounding human and environmental receptors has been assessed in the ERA at 
Volume 3. 

 
7.25 Subject to the implementation of appropriate management measures detailed in 

Volumes 2 and 3, the conclusion has been reached that the proposed activities are 
unlikely to result in a significant accident risk or risk to the local environment, 
including from dust and noise.  This also includes suitable consideration of vibration 
related matters. 

 
7.26 During the initial Duly Made checks carried out on the original submission of the 

application, the EA National Permitting Service have confirmed that Noise and 
Vibration Management Plans are required in order for the application to be Duly 
Made, which has been provided in the application. 

 
7.27  The overall conclusion of the studies undertaken in support of this bespoke 

Environmental Permit application for a metal recycling, vehicle storage, depollution 
and dismantling facility at Lodge Farm, March is that there is unlikely to be a 
significant environmental impact. 

7.28 The Operator Goldstar Metal Traders are committed to ensuring the highest 
standards are met and will undertake their activities in a manner consistent with 
best industrial practices and in accordance with the company’s Environmental 
Management System. 


