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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Report Context 

1.1.1 This section of the Environmental Permit Application corresponds Appendix 4, Question 7 of 

Part B4 of the application forms, specifically detailing the Closure and Aftercare Plan for the 

extension area of the Mayton Wood Quarry site. 

1.1.2 This Environmental Permit variation application has been prepared by WYG on behalf of Mick 

George Limited (Mick George). 

1.1.3 The aim of this report is to ensure that the site can be maintained to avoid any pollution risk 

up to the point of permit surrender, when the site no longer poses a pollution risk. 

1.1.4 This plan will be updated on a regular basis to take account of revisions to working practices 

and results of any monitoring undertaken. 
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2.0 Closure and Aftercare Plan 

2.0.1 The purpose of the closure and aftercare plan is to ensure that the regulated facility can be 

maintained to avoid any pollution risk up to the point of the Environment Agency (EA) 

accepting the surrender of the Permit, when the site is no longer likely to cause a hazard to 

the environment. This will include the monitoring requirements of the aftercare phase and the 

necessary measures required to fulfil landfill completion. 

2.0.2 The aftercare period extends from the time of final restoration to when pollution control 

measures are no longer required. The aftercare stage will include sampling and monitoring of 

groundwater and landfill gas in accordance with a reviewed Environmental Monitoring Plan. 

2.1 Restoration 

2.1.1 The site will be restored to a combination of woodland, heath/ acid grassland and agriculture 

as shown in the Restoration Scheme drawing (M35/F/19/04). 

2.1.1 A volume of 900,000m3 of imported material (or 1,440,000 tonnes using a conversion factor 

of 1.6m3/tonne) is required in order to restore the site. 

2.2 Aftercare 

2.2.1 The aftercare would primarily involve the management of the new habitat areas. Annual review 

meetings will be held with Norfolk County Council, when the previous year’s operations will be 

discussed and the proposals for the following year presented for approval. Nature conservation 

bodies such as the Wildlife Trust and the Environment Agency may also be consulted 

throughout the aftercare period in order to maximise the full bio-diversity gains that can be 

achieved. The aftercare listed below show however be flexible to enable the care to be altered 

if required. 

Grassland 

2.2.2 Acid grasslands/heath requires a management regime of cutting or grazing or a combination 

of both. The frequency and timing of these operations, in part, dictates the type of vegetation 

community that forms. The grasslands are managed by grazing this will require low intensity 

or no grazing until July to ensure that breeding birds are not affected by nest trampling, 

followed by more intensive grazing/cutting regimes in order to reach maximum sward heights 

for the next season. In year 1 aftercare management of the seeded/hay-strewn areas will 

include the following operations: 
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• Mowing of the developing sward: the first cut will be undertaken when the sward 

reaches 100 - 150mm height with the sward being cut back to 50 - 75mm. The arisings 

will be taken off-site or dispersed across the mown area; 

• Repeated mowing as required during the rest of the year following the above 

prescription; 

• No hay cropping will be undertaken during year 1; and  

• Patches of invasive species developing within the sward (creeping thistle, spear thistle, 

ragwort) will be treated via “weed-wipe” or similar applicator with an appropriate 

herbicide.  

2.2.3 In years 2 to 5 following establishment of the sward during year 1, aftercare management in 

subsequent years will adopt a traditional agricultural regime involving the following operations:  

• Hay crop taken in late July - early August following seed set: the precise timing of the 

cut will depend on seasonal weather; 

• Aftermath grazing by sheep (depending on availability): the stocking rate and duration 

of grazing will be closely monitored to ensure that over-grazing does not occur to 

produce a very short turf, and that adverse effects on the soil are avoided; 

• Patches of invasive species developing within the sward (creeping thistle, spear thistle, 

ragwort) will be treated with “weed-wipe” or similar applicator with an appropriate 

herbicide; and 

• Monitoring of the sward will be undertaken in each year to determine the establishment 

of species and their relative abundance to ensure that the aftercare management is 

maintaining the desired balance.  

Woodland 

2.2.4 Within the new woodland areas, a 500mm diameter weed free zone will be maintained around 

each plant; using an appropriate method of treatment as required enabling an 85% take to 

be achieved at the end of five years (such a limited failure rate is considered acceptable and 

will potentially provide a more naturalistic appearance to the woodland as it develops). A 

contact herbicide is suitable for this purpose. Chemical applications may only be made by a 

certificated operative and the application must be made under suitable weather conditions, at 

the appropriate rate, following the manufacturers recommended instructions for use. 

Application will be made using a suitable guard on the spray lance to avoid drift onto trees or 

shrubs. However, all plants failing to establish during the first two years will be replaced. All 

plants will be monitored and any species found to be failing in significant quantities will be 

reviewed and, if deemed necessary, replaced with another more tolerant species.  
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2.2.5 Weed-free circles around each plant will be maintained to reduce the competition from grasses 

for water and nutrients, by spraying a herbicide in early May, late June/mid-July and late 

August each year in the first 2 years and then in early May and late July in the following 3 

years. Hand clearance of any weedy vegetation growing around plants and within the plant 

guards will be removed and plants and shelters reattached as necessary during each 

maintenance visit. Grass and other ground vegetation in planted woodland areas will be cut to 

75mm in height in early October each year for the first 3 years of aftercare. Control of weeds 

injurious to agriculture will be undertaken using methods suitable for the species encountered, 

throughout the aftercare period.  

2.2.6 Regular inspections of the tree areas will be undertaken throughout the year to check on 

security of shelters and tree guards. Any noxious weeds present in the planting areas will be 

controlled by herbicide application or cutting to prevent seeding. In late summer following 

planting, and in subsequent seasons, an inspection will be carried out to identify and count 

any failed trees or shrubs. These will be replaced on a 'one for one' basis during the two 

seasons following planting with similar species.  

 

Agriculture 

2.2.7 Soil structure will be monitored throughout the five year aftercare period within the reinstated 

agricultural fields. Soils will be sampled and analysed periodically throughout the aftercare 

period with the results being used to determine the amounts and types of any nutrients that 

are deemed necessary to fulfil the long term aims of the soils rehabilitation. Care will be taken 

to ensure that no work, other than previously approved authorised cultivations, is allowed to 

take place during periods deemed to be outside the normal accepted cultivation window. 

Annual aftercare meetings will be arranged to review progress.  

2.2.8 Following replacement of soils, establishment of herb-rich grass swards for the first two years 

of the five year aftercare period for cutting/grazing along with pollen and nectar mixes and 

wild bird seed mixes will help to provide habitat for invertebrates and birds and help to restore 

soil condition in preparation for future arable cropping. Flowering plants within a sward provide 

benefit to insects and other invertebrates and have the potential to attract a range of farmland 

birds including lapwing skylark, linnet, tree sparrow, grey partridge and yellowhammer. Such 

areas will be established by broadcasting or drilling either in late summer/early autumn, before 

mid - September or alternatively sown in the spring. 
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3.0 Conclusion 

3.0.1 The Closure and Aftercare Plan demonstrates that the proposed activity at Mayton Wood 

Quarry site can be managed and maintained to avoid any pollution risk up to the point of 

surrender, when the site will no longer pose a pollution risk.  
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M35/F/19/04 - Restoration Scheme 

 

 


