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1. Introduction 

1.1 MJCA is commissioned by GRS (Roadstone) Limited (GRS) to prepare an application 

for a bespoke Environmental Permit for the treatment of up to 100,000 tonnes of 

waste per year to produce aggregate at Northampton Railhead, Segro Logistics Park, 

Northampton, Northamptonshire (the site). 

1.2 The waste activity which will be carried out at the site will comprise the operation of 

an Incinerator Bottom Ash Aggregate (IBAA) blending facility.  The IBAA activities 

which will be carried out at site will comprise the acceptance, under List of Waste 

Code (LoW) 19 12 12, of IBAA that has been processed elsewhere to meet the 

BS13242 specification.  The IBAA will be stored on site before being blended with 

primary aggregates or aggregates produced in accordance with the Aggregates 

Quality Protocol1.  The IBAA will be blended to form an aggregate output to meet a 

required specification which will be sent off site for use.  The processed IBAA will be 

imported to the site by road and the aggregate product will predominantly be exported 

from the site by road.  It is possible that aggregate product may also be exported by 

rail.  Primary aggregates or aggregates produced in accordance with the Aggregates 

Quality Protocol will predominantly be imported to the site by rail although they may 

also be imported to the site by road.  

1.3 Only LoW Code 19 12 12 will be accepted at the site and the LoW Coded 19 12 12 

will comprise ‘treated bottom ash including IBA/IBAA and slag other than that 

containing dangerous substances only’.  There will be no other wastes accepted at 

the site or permitted activities carried out at the site. 

1.4 The site is centred approximately at National Grid Reference (NGR) SP 74428 54732 

approximately 5.5km south of the centre of Northampton and 1km west of Junction 

15 of the M1 Motorway.  The site boundary the subject of the permit application is 

shown on Figure 1 of the application report and covers an area of approximately 2.2 

hectares.  The permit application boundary covers the whole of the GRS 

Northampton Railhead.  The operations the subject of the permit will be limited only 

to the waste related operations and not the wider railhead operations. 

 
1 WRAP (Waste & Resources Action Programme) Quality Protocol for Aggregates from inert waste, end of waste criteria for the 
production of aggregates from inert waste published on 22 October 2013 
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1.5 The layout of the site the subject of the permit application is shown on Figure 2 of the 

application report.  The site, including the IBAA storage and blending area will be 

located in the open air.  The surface of the site including the IBAA storage and 

blending area will comprise an impermeable surface with a sealed drainage system.  

The IBAA storage and blending areas will be delineated on three sides by concrete 

block walls up to 4m high.  In summary the IBAA blending operations will be carried 

out by loading shovels and the placement in bays of alternative layers of IBAA and 

aggregate.  Effective dust suppression will be provided.   

1.6 This document comprises a nuisance and amenity environmental risk assessment 

(ERA) prepared generally in accordance with Environment Agency guidance entitled 

‘Risk assessments for your environmental permit’ published on GOV.UK2.  The ERA 

considers potential receptors and pathways for impacts based on the understanding 

of the environment surrounding the site.  A risk screening matrix is provided in Table 

ERA 1 and the assessment is presented in Table ERA 2. 

1.7 The selection of potential receptors has been informed by information presented on 

the Defra MAGIC website, Google Earth and the Environment Agency Nature and 

Heritage Conservation Screening Report provided during basic pre-application 

advice provided at Appendix ERA A.  The risk assessment takes into consideration 

receptors within 500m of the site with the exception of statutorily designated nature 

conservation sites for which a distance of up to 2km has been specified. 

1.8 Based on information on the DEFRA MAGIC website there are no Special Protection 

Areas (SPA), Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), National Nature Reserves 

(NNRs), Local Nature Reserves (LNR) or Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) located within 

2km of the site. There is one Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) within 2km of 

the site boundary.  Roade Cutting SSSI is a geological SSSI located approximately 

1.3km south of the site in a railway cutting.  Based on the information available on 

MAGIC no World Heritage Sites, Scheduled Monuments or Listed Buildings are 

located within 500m of the site. 

1.9 The Nature and Heritage Conservation Screening Report provided at Appendix ERA 

A identified a Code 2 protected species within 250m of the site.  We understand that 

 
2 Available at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/risk-assessments-for-your-environmental-permit. Published 1 February 2016. Last 
updated 31 August 2022. Last accessed 31 July 2023. 
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the Code 2 species referred to in the screening report is reference to Great Crested 

Newts (GCNs).  The Screening Report does not include an assessment of the habitat 

in the vicinity of the GCNs and provides only factual information in relation to the 

potential GCN locations with reference to information provided by Natural England 

and the Appropriate Local Record Centre. 

1.10 FPCR Environment and Design Ltd undertook ecological survey work in 2014, 2016 

and 2017 in relation to the potential presence of GCNs and the habitat at and in the 

vicinity of the site.  The work undertaken by FPCR was in support of the application 

for the Northampton Gateway Rail Freight Interchange Development Consent Order 

20193 which was made on 9 October 2019 and came into force on 30 October 2019.  

The operations the subject of the permit will also be the subject of the Northampton 

Gateway Rail Freight Interchange Development Consent Order 2019.  The report 

identified two ponds (P1 and P2) within 250m of the site with the potential for the 

presence of GCNs.  The approximate locations of ponds P1 and P2 are shown on 

Figure 1 of the application report.  The survey identified pond P2 as having a ‘Below 

Average’ pond suitability and determined that pond P1 provided excellent habitat for 

GCNs.  The report identified that P2 was infilled prior to the 2016 surveys.  An Impact 

Assessment and Mitigation Strategy was provided in Section 5 of the report to 

‘provide details of mitigation/compensation proposed for GCNs for the proposed 

application sites along with an assessment of residual impacts as a result of the 

proposals’.  Section 5 of the report states ‘These measures and the proposed 

enhancements designed as part of the final site layout are considered sufficient to 

ensure that the Favourable Conservation Status (FCS) of GCN is not just maintained 

but also enhanced.’ 

1.11 The mitigation included in the FPCR report includes the installation of Temporary 

Amphibian Fencing (TAF) around all site areas within 250m of pond P1 and the 

translocation of any captured GCNs to the receptor area nearest the site of capture.  

The mitigation was implemented as part of the requirements of the Northampton 

Gateway Rail Freight Interchange Development Consent Order 2019.  Given that the 

GCNs and the GCN habitat has been mitigated as part of the development of the site 

pursuant to the Northampton Gateway Rail Freight Interchange Development 

Consent Order 2019 it is considered not necessary to give any further consideration 

 
3 https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR050006/TR050006-001344-
191009%20Northampton%20Gateway%20Rail%20Freight%20Interchange%20Order%20-%20PINS.pdf 
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to GCNs in this permit application.  An application for Standard Rules Environmental 

Permit SR2010 No12 was submitted to the EA in August 2023 (reference 

EPR/WE3197AC/A001) but it was concluded by the EA that due to the proximity of 

the GCNs to the site the proposals were inconsistent with the Standard Rules and it 

is necessary to apply for a bespoke Environmental Permit for the proposed IBAA 

blending operations. 

1.12 A Dust and Particulate Matter Emissions Management Plan (DEMP)4 has been 

prepared to support the permit application.  The DEMP provides further details of the 

receptors in the vicinity of the site. 

1.13 A Noise Impact Assessment (NIA)5 has been prepared to the support the permit 

application.  It is concluded in the NIA that there will be no significant or unacceptable 

adverse impact at noise sensitive premises in the vicinity of the site.  

 
4 Report reference GRS/NOR/PF/5737/01/DEMP dated November 2023 
5 Complete NIA reference/date when available 
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2. Conclusion 

2.1 The ERA presented in Table ERA 2 that has been completed to support the permit 

application demonstrates that the operation of the facility with the implemented 

controls will have a low or very low risk of adverse impact on amenity or the 

surrounding environment including sites of heritage or nature conservation interest. 
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Table ERA 1 Risk screening matrix (waste treatment activity) 
 

RISK TYPE ODOUR 
NOISE AND 
VIBRATION 

FUGITIVE EMISSIONS 

PARTICULATE 
MATTER 

LITTER 

BIRDS, 
VERMIN 
AND 
INSECTS 

MUD ON 
THE 
ROAD 

GENERIC HAZARDS 
 
 
 
 
 
GENERIC RECEPTORS1 
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nd 
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aste delivery 
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aste storage a
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R
estored surface
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A
ccess routes 
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aste delivery 
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handling 
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aste delivery 

W
aste deposition 

V
ehicle M
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ents 

DOMESTIC DWELLING   x x x x x x      
SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES              
HOSPITALS              
OFFICES/COMMERCIALPREMISES   x x x x x x      
INDUSTRIAL PREMISES   x x x x   x x      
PUBLIC FOOTPATH OR BRIDLEWAY   x  x x x x x      
HIGHWAYS OR ROADS     x x x x     x 
PARKS AND PUBLIC OPEN SPACES     x x x x      
FARMLAND WITH LIVESTOCK     x x x x      
FARMLAND ARABLE     x x x x      
PRIORITY HABITAT   x  x x x x x      
NATURE SITE OF LOCAL IMPORTANCE 
(e.g. LNR, CWS)               
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RISK TYPE ODOUR 
NOISE AND 
VIBRATION 

FUGITIVE EMISSIONS 

PARTICULATE 
MATTER 

LITTER 

BIRDS, 
VERMIN 
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INSECTS 
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THE 
ROAD 

GENERIC HAZARDS 
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nd 
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W
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W
aste deposition 
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SITE OF SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST 
(within 2km)2              
SPECIAL AREA OF CONSERVATION 
(within 2km)              
SPECIAL PROTECTION AREA OR OTHER 
RELEVANT SSSI (within 2km)              
LISTED BUILDINGS (within 500m)               
SCHEDULED MONUMENT (within 500m)              
AIRPORT              
RAILWAY     x x x x      
SURFACE WATER     x x x x      

 x = generic receptor type present and generic hazard considered as part of this assessment set out in Table ERA 2 
1 All generic receptors within 500m have been identified unless an alternative distance has been identified. 
2 Although Roade Cutting SSSI is located approximately 1.3km south of the site, given that the SSSI comprises a geological SSSI it is considered unnecessary to consider the SSSI further. 
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APPENDIX A  
 

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY NATURE AND HERITAGE CONSERVATION SCREENING 
REPORT 



 

Nature and Heritage Conservation   
Screening Report: SR2010 No 12 
 

Reference EPR/XP3825SS/P001   

NGR SP 74428 54732 

Buffer (m) 45 

Date report produced 07/07/2023 

Number of maps enclosed 1 

 

The nature conservation sites and/or protected species and habitats 
identified in the table below must be considered in your application. 

As you have not met the criteria for a standard rules permit, you will need to contact us for 
further advice on the type of permit you should apply for. Please submit a request through this 
link: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permit-pre-application-advice-form  

Protected 
Species 

Screening 
distance (m) 

Further Information 

Code 2 within 250m Natural England 

Appropriate Local Record Centre (LRC) 

Environment Agency. Dial 03708 506 506 for your 
local Fisheries and Biodiversity team 

 

Unfortunately, we cannot provide you with the details of all protected species. This is because we 
either have not been given permission by the owner of the species data, or they have asked us not to 
identify the species as they are vulnerable. In these instances, you must contact the relevant 
organisation listed above. A small administration charge may be incurred for this service. 

Where protected species are present, a licence may be required from Natural England to handle the 
species or undertake the proposed works. 

You are advised to obtain the necessary licences, or agree mitigation with the relevant bodies, for 
example Natural England or wildlife trusts before submitting your application. 
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