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Non-Technical Summary 
 
This application is being made by PDE Consulting Limited (the ‘Agent’) on behalf of Fortis (South East) Limited 
(the ‘Operator’) for a new waste installation to be located at Ridham Dock in Kent (the ‘Site’). 
 
The proposed permit boundary covers some 3.15 hectares (Ha) in extent. The nearest residential receptor is 
located approximately 1.5km away from the proposed Site boundary. 
 
It is proposed that the Site is used for the recycling of incinerator bottom ash (IBA) only.  The proposed waste 
types are 19 01 12 (IBA) and 19 12 12 (for IBAA returned to site) only. 
 
This application is for a bespoke permit. The recovery of non-hazardous waste (with a capacity exceeding 75 
tonnes per day including slags and ashes) is a listed activity in Schedule 1 to the Environmental Permitting 
(England and Wales) Regulations 2016 (EPR). 
 
The principal aim of IBA treatment is to improve ash quality in order to generate an IBA Aggregate material that 
has the potential for recovery (e.g. for use as a secondary aggregate material in road construction) and 
mechanically separate and collect the ferrous and non-ferrous metal fractions for further recycling. 
 
The proposed installation will be a dry treatment process.  Currently, this is the most common type of treatment 
and generally involves the following mechanical processes: size reduction and screening, and ferrous/non-
ferrous metal separation (ferrous/non-ferrous).  
 
The proposed dry treatment system will be preceded by an ash ageing process, which utilises the pozzolanic 
(cement-like) properties of the ash and a range of chemical reactions (e.g. oxidation, carbonation, hydration, 
hydrolysis) to improve its physical and chemical properties (e.g. stabilising the material and reducing its leaching 
capacity).  

The most common method used is ‘natural ageing’, during which the ash is stored in outdoor stockpiles. The 
duration of the aging process varies between sites but typically takes between 6 to 8 weeks. Water is sprayed 
on to the stockpiled material to aid the ageing process and to help prevent dust formation.  
 
Annual waste throughputs will be limited to 400,000 tonnes per annum with a maximum of 150,000 tonnes of 
wastes being stored on Site at any one time. 
 
The Site is not considered to be in a sensitive setting.  The geology beneath the Site comprises superficial 
deposits of alluvium which is classed by the EA as a Secondary undifferentiated aquifer.  The bedrock comprises 
London Clay which is classed by the EA as unproductive strata.  The Site is not located within a groundwater 
source protection zone (SPZ). 
 
According to the Emapsite Groundsure report, the Risk of Flooding from Rivers and the Sea (RoFRaS) Flood 
Rating, the highest risk of flooding onsite is medium. 
 
The Site itself is not designated as  a habitat site, however The Swale which is directly adjacent to the Site is a 
SSSI, SPA and Ramsar.  The proposed site surfacing and sealed drainage system will ensure there is no 
pathway for emissions from the Site to The Swale.  
 
The Site is not located within an Air Quality Management Area. 
 
Technically competent management and good operational procedures ensure that emission of dust and noise 
will not cause nuisance off Site. 




