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Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

1 Introduction 

1.1 Scope of Works 

1.1.1 RPS was commissioned to undertake an extended Phase 1 habitat survey of a 

previously developed industrial site in New Hythe, near Maidstone, Kent by Aylesford 

Metals Company.  The site is centred at Ordnance Survey central grid reference TQ 714 

595.  It is proposed to construct a metal recycling facility in this area, on the site of a 

former paper recycling facility, with the total site area covering approximately 3ha. 

1.1.2 The purpose of the ecology survey was to identify the habitats present within and around 

the site to provide baseline data on the ecological status of the land.  The site walkover 

survey also assessed the potential for the site and adjoining habitats to be used by 

species that receive legal protection (at a UK and/or European level) and species that 

are otherwise notable including Species of Principal Importance, UK BAP priority 

species, and Birds of Conservation Concern. 

1.1.3 Broad consideration has been given to potential ecological impacts that could arise as a 

result of the development proposals, including effects on designated sites in the area. 

1.2 Site Description 

1.2.1 The proposed metal recycling facility site is located on a brownfield development site 

situated at the eastern edge of an industrial complex in New Hythe, Kent. 

1.2.2 The site application boundary is shown on Drawing Number JER5206-001. 

1.2.3 The majority of the buildings and warehouses associated with the previous land-use 

have been demolished; therefore the site currently supports a large area of highly 

disturbed land supporting hard standing and gravel associated with the building 

clearance.  Sparsely vegetated ground and scattered scrub is present on the southern 

boundary of the site.  The site is surrounded by chain link fencing and heras fencing.  

1.2.4 The site is bounded immediately to the east by the River Medway; separated from the 

site by a high concrete retaining wall.  Further industrial premises surround the site to 

the north, south and west.   A railway line bounds the site immediately to the west.  An 

internal road within the industrial park bounds the site to the north. 
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2 Methodology 

2.1.1 The aim of the extended Phase 1 habitat survey is to provide an ecological assessment 

of the site.  The survey of the site has been carried out in three stages: 

 A desk study to collate records of designated sites, and protected species on the 

site and within the local area; 

 A walkover field survey to identify and map habitats on the site, to assess floristic 

composition and abundance of these habitats and to assess the potential for 

habitats within the site to support protected or otherwise notable flora and fauna 

species; and, 

 Collation and interpretation of the field survey results to assess the ecological 

condition of the site, taking into consideration habitat type and extent, floristic 

composition and the site’s potential to support protected and otherwise notable 

species.  The desk study data and the ecological context of the site within the 

surrounding area and wider landscape help to inform this assessment. 

2.1.2 The Phase 1 Habitat survey information has also been used to determine whether there 

is a need for additional supporting survey information with regards to species or species 

groups. 

2.2 Desk Study 

2.2.1 Information on statutory designated nature conservation sites within 2km of the site, and 

details of international designated sites within 10km of the site was sought from the Multi 

Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside (http://www.magic.gov.uk) and the 

Joint Nature Conservation Committee (http://www.jncc.gov.uk). 

2.2.2 A request was submitted to the Kent and Medway Biological Records Centre 

(http://www.kmbrc.org.uk) for records of the following: 

 Non-statutory designated nature conservation sites within 2km of the survey site; 

and, 

 Records of legally protected species and other species of conservation concern 

within 2km of the site.  

http://www.magic.gov.uk/
http://www.jncc.gov.uk/
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2.3 Field Survey 

Site Walkover Survey 

2.3.1 The walkover survey was conducted in accordance with The Handbook for Phase 1 

Habitat Survey (JNCC 1990), and included searches for signs of protected species, as 

described in Guidelines for Baseline Ecological Assessment (Institute of Environmental 

Assessment 1995). 

2.3.2 The walkover of the site was undertaken on 2nd March 2011, during which the habitats 

within the site were classified, mapped and described with respect to their structure and 

floristic composition.  Botanical species lists were compiled for each of the habitats in 

the survey area. 

2.3.3 The weather on the day of the survey was dry, with a moderate to gusty wind speed, 

100% reducing to 75% cloud cover and a maximum temperature of 6° Celsius. 

2.3.4 Consideration was given to habitats outside the site in order to understand the 

ecological context of the application site within the wider landscape.  Adjacent habitats 

were considered with respect to their own ecological value and their potential to 

enhance the ecological value of habitats within the site or influence the likelihood of use 

of the site by faunal species. 

2.3.5 Features within the site were assessed for their potential to support legally protected or 

otherwise notable flora and fauna. Where suitable habitat was identified on site, a 

search was conducted for signs indicating the presence of protected species such as 

droppings, burrows, tracks and evidence of feeding.  Where species are not specifically 

mentioned in the report, this indicates that no habitat of potential value for these species 

was identified during the survey. 

2.3.6 Consideration was also given to habitats outside the site, in order to understand the 

wider ecological context of the site including the ecological value of adjoining features 

and their potential to enhance the ecological value of the habitats within the site. 

2.3.7 Searches were made for invasive non-native plant species focussing on those species 

currently listed in Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), 

including those species included in the revised Schedule 9 which was adopted in April 

2010.  Species include Japanese knotweed Fallopia japonica, giant hogweed Heracleum 

mantegazzianum and Indian balsam Impatiens glandulifera.  Where species are not 
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specifically mentioned in the report, this indicates that no signs of these species were 

found during the site survey. 

2.3.8 Botanical nomenclature in this report follows that laid out by Stace (1997).  
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3 Results 

3.1 Desk Study 

Statutory Designated Sites 

3.1.1 There are two international designated sites within 10km of the survey site, and one 

nationally designated site for nature conservation within 2km of the site.  These are 

listed in Table 3-1

Table 3-1 Statutory Designated Sites within 10km (International Sites) and 2km 

(National Sites) of proposed metal recycling facility 

, with descriptions of the designated sites below. 

Site Status Designation Approximate Location  (at closest 

point to the site) 

North Downs Woodland SAC 4,200m northwest 

Peters Pit SAC 2,460m north 

Holborough to Burnham Marshes SSSI 760m north 

Ditton Quarry LNR 2,000m south 

SAC – Special Area of Conservation; SSSI – Sites of Special Scientific Interest; LNR - Local Nature Reserve 
 

International Sites 

3.1.2 North Downs Woodlands SAC is supports two Annex I habitats that are the primary 

reason for selection; Asperulo-Fagatum beech forests on steep slopes; the most 

easterly of beech Fagus sylvaticum woodland selected, and Taxus Baccata woods of 

the British Isles, associated with beech woods, scrub and small areas of unimproved 

grassland on thin chalk soils.  The site also supports Semi-natural dry grassland and 

scrubland facies: on calcareous substrates (Festuco-Brometalia), an Annex I habitat 

present as a qualifying feature. 

3.1.3 Peters Pit SAC is an old chalk quarry with large wetland areas including ponds, fens, 

marshes and bogs, surrounded by grassland, scrub and broadleaved deciduous 

woodland.  The ponds have widely fluctuating water levels and its primary reason for 
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designation is the large breeding population of great crested newts Triturus cristatus that 

have been recorded here.  It is situated beyond the River Medway. 

National Sites 

3.1.4 Holborough to Burnham Marshes SSSI lies along the floodplain of the River Medway, 

which at this point is still tidal.  Part of it is a Kent Wildlife Trust reserve known as 

Burham Marshes.  The SSSI supports a variety of habitats including extensive reedbeds, 

open water, fen, grassland, scrub and woodland.  The habitats support a variety of 

breeding bird species and are important for wintering wildfowl and waders.  The habitats 

also support a number of scarce invertebrate species. 

3.1.5 Aylesford Pit SSSI is designated for its geological interest.  This small pit, 1.8ha in size, 

dates back over a century and provides excellent exposures of fossiliferous Medway 

Terrace deposits overlying (Cretaceous) Folkestone Beds.  The site has yielded 

numerous mammalian bones and Paleolithic artifacts. 

3.1.6 Ditton Quarry LNR is a restored ragstone quarry with limestone grassland and scrub.  

The site is good for a range of wildlife including wildflowers, butterflies, mammals, frogs, 

toads and newts. 

Non-statutory Designated Sites 

3.1.7 There are four non-statutory designated nature conservation sites within 2km of the site 

boundary. These are listed in Table 3-2

Table 3-2 Non-statutory designated nature conservation sites 

 below.  

Site Name Site 

Status 

Approximate Location  

(at closest point to the 

site) 

Site Description 

Burnham Marsh KWT 930m north Extensive reedbeds, open water, fen, grassland, scrub 

and woodland supporting wildfowl and wading birds and 

a number of scarce invertebrates 

Leybourne 

Lakes etc., 

Snodland 

LWS 600m northwest Leybourne Lakes have been formed from a series of 

disused and flooded chalk mines, surrounded by areas 

of scrub and woodland.  The lakes provide habitat for a 

range of breeding birds and other wildlife 

Aylesford Old 

Pit 

LWS 2,000m to the southeast Disused sand pit 
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Site Name Site 

Status 

Approximate Location  

(at closest point to the 

site) 

Site Description 

Eccles Old Pits LWS 400m north No information available 

 
KWT – Kent Widllife Trust Reserve; LWS – Local Wildlife Site 

Species Records 

3.1.8 For each species an abbreviated reference is given to their legal and conservation 

status.  The key to the abbreviations is given at the end of this section. 

Mammals 

3.1.9 There are records of five different species of bat in the local area, the most recent of 

each from 2002; daubenton’s Myotis daubentoni, natterer’s Myotis nattereri, noctule 

Nyctalus noctula (UKBAP), common pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus and soprano 

pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus (UKBAP) (all EPS, WCA5 full).  All records lie over 1km 

from the site, with the exception of the common and soprano pipistrelle records that are 

500m east of the site, associated with the sewage treatment works. 

3.1.10 There are three known records of badger Meles meles within the local area, the closest 

being approximately 1000m to the south of the site from the M20.  The nature of the 

records (i.e. a sett, live animals, road death etc) is not stated. 

3.1.11 Otter Iutra lutra (WCA5, UKBAP) have been recorded in grid square TQ 7061 in 1998; 

the closest point to the site of that square is 1.7km.  Extensive water vole Arvicola 

terrestris (WCA5, UKBAP) records exist within the local area of the site most associated 

with Leybourne Lakes Country Park and Burnham Marshes.  There are also two records 

for water vole from 2003 approximately 700m to the north of the site.   

3.1.12 A record of dormouse Muscardinus avellanarius (WCA5, UKBAP) in 2004 is from a 

location 2km east of the site.  Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus, harvest mouse 

Micromys minutus and brown hare Lepus europaeus (all UKBAP) have also been 

recorded within 2km of the site. 

Birds 

3.1.13 RSPB UK red listed birds of High Conservation Concern recorded breeding within 2km 

of the site are grey partridge Perdix perdix, lapwing Vanellus vanellus, herring gull Larus 

argentatus, cuckoo Cuculus canorus, lesser spotted woodpecker Dendrocopus minor, 
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skylark Alauda arvensis, yellow wagtail Motacilla flava, song thrush Turdus philomelos, 

grasshopper warbler Locustella naevia, spotted flycatcher Muscicapa striata, starling 

Sturnus vulgaris, tree sparrow Passer montanus, linnet Carduelis cannabina, lesser 

redpoll Carduelis cabaret, yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella and corn bunting Miliaria 

calandra. 

Amphibians and Reptiles 

3.1.14 Great crested newt (WCA5 full, EPS), smooth newt Triturus vulgaris (WCA5), common 

toad Bufo bufo (WCA5, UKBAP) and common frog Rana temporaria (WCA5) have been 

recorded within 2km of the site.  The closest great crested newt record to the site is 

1.3km northeast.   

3.1.15 Slow worm Anguis fragilis, common lizard Zootoca vivipara (WCA5, UKBAP), grass 

snake Natrix natrix and adder Vipera berus (all WCA5 and UKBAP) have all been 

recorded within 2km of the site.  The closest of these are slow worm and common lizard 

records, 200m south of the site. 

Invertebrates 

3.1.16 Invertebrate species recorded within 2km of the site include stag beetle Lucanus cervus 

(UKBAP, WCA5), red-tailed carder-bee Bombus ruderarius (UKBAP), and cinnabar moth 

Tyria jacobaeae (UKBAP).  Butterflies recorded within 2km are large tortoiseshell 

Nymphalis polychloros (WCA5), dingy Erynnis tages and grizzled skipper Pyrgus malvae 

(UKBAP), and small heath Coenonympha pamphilus (UKBAP). 

Plants 

3.1.17 Flora species recorded in the local area include bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta 

(WCA8), triangular club-rush Schoenoplectus triqueter (UKBAP, WCA8), man orchid 

Aceras anthropophorum, fly orchid Ophrys insectifera and basil thyme Clinopodium 

acinos (all UKBAP). 

 

Key to species legal and conservation status 

EPS = European Protected Species. 
WCA1 = Wildlife & Countryside Act Schedule 1 species. 
WCA5 full = Wildlife & Countryside Act Schedule 5 species – fully protected 
UK BAP = UK Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Species. 
UKBR = RSPB UK Red List - Birds of High Conservation Concern. 
UKBA = RSPB UK Amber List - Birds of Moderate Conservation Concern. 
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3.2 Field Survey 

3.2.1 The results of the field survey are shown in Drawing Number JER5206-001 Phase 1 

Habitat Map.  The habitats present on the site are described below, broadly in order of 

extent. 

Ecological Context 

3.2.2 The proposed metal recycling facility site is located on brownfield land within an area 

that previously accommodated a paper stack yard.  The site is situated on the edge of 

an extensive industrial estate with the River Medway situated immediately to the east. 

3.2.3 The land within the survey area broadly comprises a large area of concrete hard 

standing.  A series of industrial buildings were previously associated with the northern 

boundary of the site, however the majority have been demolished and therefore this 

area is now primarily hard standing.  At the time of the site visit piles of the demolition 

material had been piled across the areas of hardstanding (Plate 3-1

Plate 

3-1

) at the northern end 

of the site, with demolition materials being moved across the site.  There is a fringe of 

regenerating ephemeral/short perennial vegetation, with scattered scrub on the southern 

boundary which extends along the railway line to the west of the site.  Beyond a security 

fence at the southern boundary, two emergency water storage tanks (one within the site 

boundary) are present, surrounded by a fringe of ephemeral and scattered scrub 

vegetation.  

On-site Habitats 

Hard Standing 

3.2.4 The majority of the site comprises hard standing with a hard concrete surface (

).  The hard standing areas are currently being used as material handling areas in 

connection with the demolition activities to the north west of the site, with rubble piles 

and demolition material being moved around the site.  The site access road leading from 

the north of the site alongside the River Medway is a tarmac surface.   

3.2.5 The hard standing areas are largely devoid of vegetation; with only scattered plants 

occurring towards the edges of the concrete.  Species recorded include butterfly-bush 

Buddleja davidii, teasel Dipsacus fullonum, common nettle Urtica dioica, dandelion 

Taraxacum agg., annual meadow-grass Poa annua and groundsel Senecio vulgaris. 

3.2.6 The hard standing is completely enclosed by chain link and heras fencing. 
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Plate 3-1 Hard standing concrete surface, with demolition rubble pile in the distance  

Bare Ground with Ephemeral / Short Perennial and Scattered Scrub 

3.2.7 Bare ground with scattered ephemeral vegetation is present on the southern boundary, 

surrounding a large emergency water storage tank (Plate 3-2) and along the railway line 

(off-site).  Vegetation cover is very patchy, with bryophyte cover colonising up to 60% in 

some areas over a mixture of compacted gravel and hard standing substrate (Plate 3-3). 

 

Plate 3-2 Water tank surrounded by ephemeral and scattered scrub vegetation 

3.2.8 Species recorded include abundant teasel, frequent to locally abundant butterfly-bush, 

perennial rye-grass Lolium perenne, willowherb sp. Epilobium sp., creeping cinquefoil 

Potentilla reptans and common nettle Urtica dioica, and occasional daisy Bellis perennis, 

a St. John’s-wort Hypericum sp., great mullein Verbascum thapsus, creeping bent 

Agrostis stolonifera, prickly sow-thistle Sonchus asper, common mouse-ear Cerastium 

fontanum, common ragwort Senecio jacobaea, speedwell sp. Veronica sp., ground-ivy 

Glechoma hederacea and rarely recorded evening primrose Oenothera biennis and 

greater plantain Plantago major. 
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3.2.9 Butterfly-bush saplings are also colonising the gravel surface (Plate 3-3). 

  

Plate 3-3 Bare ground being colonised by ephemeral vegetation and scattered 

butterfly-bush 

3.2.10 A small gas station is also housed within the site, situated on bare gravel ground, 

enclosed by chain link fencing. 

Scattered Scrub 

3.2.11 Scattered butterfly-bush scrub is present at the southern edge of the site, and alongside 

the railway line.  The bushes reach a maximum height of 2m, and supports ephemeral / 

short perennial vegetation below.  Small piles of old brush cuttings are present alongside 

the gas sub-station. 

Spoil Pile 

3.2.12 A small pile of soil and building rubble including concrete blocks, gravel piles and 

rubbish is present at the southern corner of the site (Plate 3-4).  The rubble pile remains 

devoid of vegetation, aside from a few plants of common nettle. 
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Plate 3-4 Spoil pile 

Amenity Grassland 

3.2.13 A small area of amenity grassland road verge is present, adjacent to the access road at 

the north of the site.  This comprises a dense, regularly mown sward dominated by 

grassland species such as perennial rye-grass, creeping bent Agrostis stolonifera and 

annual meadow-grass Poa annua.  Additional forb species characteristic of amenity 

grassland that were additionally recorded includes common mouse-ear, ribwort plantain 

Plantago lanceolata, dandelion Taraxacum agg., yarrow Achillea millefolium and red 

dead-nettle Lamium purpureum. 

Buildings 

3.2.14 A brief description of the remaining building on site is provided below.  The site also 

supports a number of large storage tanks. 

 Building 1 (part offsite) 

3.2.15 A part-demolished industrial unit built with metal panels affixed to large girders (Plate 

3-5).  The building was open on two sides.  It is connected to a metal bridge over the 

railway line. 
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Plate 3-5 Building 1 Off-site Habitats 

River Medway 

3.2.16 The western bank of the River Medway adjoining the site is a concrete engineered 

vertical wall with walkway and railings (Plate 3-6).  A further concrete retaining wall 

separates the site from the riverside walkway.  The river at this section is still tidal, and a 

mud bank is exposed beneath the concrete retaining wall at low tides. 

3.2.17 The opposite bank of the river is natural with emergent vegetation at the waters edge, 

including common reed Phragmites australis, and dense willow Salix sp. scrub.  The 

river at this point is approximately 40m wide with a slow flow towards the north. 

 

Plate 3-6 River Medway adjacent to the site, showing concrete wall along riverside

13
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Fauna 

3.2.18 No signs of legally protected species were found during the site walkover. 

3.2.19 Evidence of rabbit activity was found at the southern end of the site adjacent to the 

railway track with burrows and droppings both noted. 
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4 Discussion 

4.1 Designated Sites 

4.1.1 The internationally designated sites and nationally designated sites identified during the 

desk study are all located a significant distance from the proposed development site.   

4.1.2 Given the industrial context of the existing site and the type of the proposed 

development, there are unlikely to be any direct impact pathways between the proposed 

development and the international and national designated sites in the local area.  

However, appropriate mitigation measures (i.e. implementation of a Surface Water 

Management Plan) may be needed to prevent risk of indirect impacts to nearly 

watercourses, particularly the River Medway. 

4.2 Habitats and Flora 

4.2.1 Ephemeral and scrub species are scattered across areas of bare and recently disturbed 

ground.  The naturally regenerating ephemeral / short perennial habitats at the southern 

end of the site support a low diversity of native and naturalised wildflowers, principally 

common ruderal species that are typically found on disturbed ground.  The assemblage 

comprises opportunistic plant species, which take advantage of the open nature of the 

site and the absence of competitive species. 

4.2.2 The survey was carried out during a time of year when not all plant species would be 

evident; therefore a comprehensive botanical species list has not been compiled.  

However the vegetated habitats are very limited in extent, lack a structural diversity and 

have been subject to disturbance in the recent past.  They are transitional in nature, and 

in the absence of management will develop into scrub.   

4.2.3 No notable plant species were noted on site, and the majority of species recorded are 

widespread and typical of derelict and disturbed land. 

4.2.4 The River Medway is part of an extensive river catchment and an ecological resource 

likely to be of district value.  A tidal area of the River Medway (Holborough to Burnham 

Marshes) lying over 700m downstream from the development is designated as a SSSI.  

The section adjoining the site is not designated for its nature conservation value 

however rivers are a UK BAP Priority Habitat. 
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4.2.5 The River Medway provides connectivity within the landscape, and the more natural 

eastern bank opposite the site will be associated with an assemblage of species. 

4.3 Fauna 

Bats – Roosting 

4.3.1 All species of bats occurring in the UK receive full protection under The Conservation of 

Habitats and Species Regulations 2010, and the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended).  Seven of the sixteen native UK bat species are also UK Biodiversity Action 

Plan (BAP) priority species; barbastelle Barbastella barbastellus, Bechstein’s Myotis 

bechsteinii, noctule Nyctalus noctula, soprano pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus, brown 

long-eared Plecotus auritus, greater horseshoe Rhinolophus ferrumequinum and lesser 

horseshoe Rhinolophus hipposideros. 

4.3.2 The off-site industrial warehouse buildings to the north lack features that would have the 

potential to serve as bat roosts and were each considered to have negligible roost 

potential.  The exception is the off-site main office building, located adjacent to site 

entranceway at the northern boundary, which contained features such as a roof void and 

slipped and broken roof tiles.   

4.3.3 The trees within the scrub on site were too small to have developed suitable roosting 

features for bats, such as rot holes, dense ivy and cracks; and are therefore of negligible 

value for roosting bats.  

Bats – Foraging and Commuting 

4.3.4 The hardstanding ground is considered to have very limited value as foraging habitat for 

bats.  Only the small area of ephemeral and scrub vegetation is likely to be associated 

with airborne insects on which bats prey.  In addition, the whole site is floodlit, relatively 

exposed and there is a lack of linear features such as tree lines, and hedgerows.  These 

factors significantly limit the potential for bats to use the site for feeding or commuting. 

4.3.5 The River Medway corridor adjacent to the site is likely to be less well-lit, and will 

support a higher diversity of insect prey for bats.  It therefore has the potential to provide 

a more important foraging resource for bats compared to the site.  Overall the site is 

considered to have negligible importance for foraging bats. 
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Badger 

4.3.6 Under the Protection of Badgers Act 1992, badgers are protected from killing injuring or 

disturbance, while occupying a sett, and their setts are protected from obstruction, 

damage or destruction. 

4.3.7 The site is considered unsuitable for badgers being bounded on three sides by industrial 

operations and on the fourth by the river.  Security fencing surrounding the site would 

prevent badgers from accessing most of the site, and the compacted gravel and hard 

standing habitats are unsuitable for sett building. 

4.3.8 Rabbit activity was noted adjacent to the railway line, with the small size of the 

entranceways, absence of significant spoil piles and presence of droppings all 

confirming use by this species.  

Otter / Water Vole 

4.3.9 The dense scrub on the opposite bank of the River Medway provides cover in an 

undisturbed location and as such has the potential to be used by otter at least as a 

resting place or laying up site. 

4.3.10 Water vole is less frequently recorded on large watercourses due to predator pressure 

and habitat suitability.  The engineered bank and walkway alongside the entire length of 

the site is typically unsuitable for water vole unless there is damage to its structure. 

4.3.11 There is no bankside habitat available for water vole and the absence of vegetated 

margins confers negligible potential for this species to be present in close proximity to 

the proposed development. 

Nesting Birds 

4.3.12 Nesting birds are protected by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, (as amended).  

Under this legislation it is an offence to intentionally kill, injure or take the birds or their 

eggs, or to intentionally destroy or disturb a nest, when it is in use or being built. 

4.3.13 The small areas of scattered scrub on site provide suitable nesting opportunities for a 

range of common nesting bird species.  An expanse of bare ground can support ground 

nesting birds but the high levels of activity on the site will probably preclude this 

possibility at the site. 
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4.3.14 There are no local records of bird species of higher conservation value associated with 

industrial sites, such as black redstart Phoenicurus ochruros.  The lack of records and 

the levels of disturbance mean that breeding populations of these species are 

considered to be absent. 

4.3.15 The scrub and ephemeral habitats will also provide a foraging resource for common 

nesting birds in the wider area. 

Reptiles 

4.3.16 The four widespread reptile species (grass snake Natrix natrix, adder Vipera berus, 

viviparous lizard Lacerta vivipara and slow worm Anguis fragilis) are protected under the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), from killing and injury.  These four 

species are also UK BAP Priority species. 

4.3.17 The small spoil / rubble pile will have features that could be used by reptiles but the site 

as a whole is considered to be unsuitable for reptiles due to the highly disturbed nature 

of the ground and absence of feeding areas and cover.  The lack of cover across the site 

and along the site boundaries including the railway line creates isolation between the 

main site and any potential reptile habitats further offsite to the south.  There is 

considered to be a very low likelihood of reptile presence due to the immediate context 

of the site. 
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5 Conclusion 

5.1.1 There are two internationally designated nature conservation sites within 10km of the 

site; plus one nationally designated site and four county / locally designated wildlife sites 

within 2km of the site. 

5.1.2 Holborough to Burnham Marshes SSSI (part of the River Medway) lies over 750m 

downstream to the north of the site.  The closest local wildlife site lies 400m from the site 

boundary. 

5.1.3 The site is largely devoid of vegetation, comprising heavily disturbed hard standing 

habitats.  A small area of ephemeral and scattered scrub colonizing bare ground is 

present that supports a low range of forb and lower plant species.  The site and 

surrounding area is already subject to industrial use.  This area is likely to be of 

ecological value only at the level of the site. 

5.1.4 No evidence of any protected species was noted on site.  Badgers, amphibians and 

reptiles are considered to be absent from the site.  No impacts to any other protected 

species are anticipated from the proposed works. 

5.1.5 There is a very low potential for bats to be present in the office building (offsite but 

adjacent to the site access road), due to the features noted during the survey.  The site 

is unlikely to be a regularly used foraging resource for bats, but the River Medway and 

vegetation on the opposite bank (off-site) may support foraging bat species. 
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6 Recommendations  

6.1 Designated Sites 

6.1.1 The internationally designated sites and nationally designated sites identified during the 

desk study are all located a significant distance from the proposed development site. 

6.1.2 Sections of the River Medway downstream of the site are designated for their nature 

conservation value.  There should be no impacts on the River Medway via groundwater 

contamination if an appropriate Surface Water Management Plan is integrated into 

existing infrastructure on site. 

6.2 Protected Species 

Bats 

6.2.1 Given the exposed nature of the site and the immediate surrounds, and the absence of 

features more typically associated with significant levels of bat foraging activity it is 

considered that further survey with regard to bat foraging are not required. 

Birds 

6.2.2 The initiation of site development including scrub vegetation clearance, would ideally be 

undertaken outside of the nesting bird season (March to August inclusive).  If this is not 

possible, the site should be checked for nesting birds in advance of works to confirm the 

absence of nests. 

6.2.3 All active nest sites should be cordoned off to a distance of 5-10m and clearance 

delayed until after a qualified ecologist has confirmed that the nest is no longer active. 
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