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RSK Environment Limited (RSK) has prepared this report for the sole use of the client, showing reasonable skill and care, for 
the intended purposes as stated in the agreement under which this work was completed. The report may not be relied upon 
by any other party without the express agreement of the client and RSK. No other warranty, expressed or implied, is made as 
to the professional advice included in this report. 

Where any data supplied by the client or from other sources have been used, it has been assumed that the information is 
correct. No responsibility can be accepted by RSK for inaccuracies in the data supplied by any other party. The conclusions 
and recommendations in this report are based on the assumption that all relevant information has been supplied by those 
bodies from whom it was requested. 

No part of this report may be copied or duplicated without the express permission of RSK and the party for whom it was 
prepared. 

Where field investigations have been carried out, these have been restricted to a level of detail required to achieve the stated 
objectives of the work. 

This work has been undertaken in accordance with the quality management system of RSK Environment Ltd. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Report Context 

RSK Environment Limited (RSK) was commissioned by Little Groves Leisure Park Limited 

(‘Little Groves’) to prepare a Non-Technical Summary as part of supporting documentation 

for an application to obtain a Bespoke Environmental Permit for their Holiday Park (Little 

Groves Leisure Park) in Leysdown-On-Sea, Sheerness. 

A scheme to improve coastline flood defence protection at the site and enable expansion 

of the holiday park business, by land improvement has been granted planning 

permission by Swale Borough Council. The EA has granted a Bespoke Flood Risk 

Activity Permit (FRAP) to allow the flood improvement works to commence.  

The proposed works will require the importation and reuse of locally sourced Inert waste 

materials to develop a parcel of undulating land to the northeast of the existing holiday 

park whilst also changing the use of an adjacent parcel of recreational land to the south. 

Following review and assessment of a Waste Recovery Plan (WRP) produced for the 

scheme, the EA also agree that the activity is considered a recovery operation. 

The proposed activities include: 

 The provision of a sea defence wall and bund in the field to the northeast of the 

existing caravan park for added protection to this area; 

 Raising, levelling and improvement of rough, uneven ground in the northern field 

(between the existing sea wall and the new sea defence mentioned above) to form 

a new recreational area for use by the caravan park; and 

 Raising and improvement of the existing sea defence bund to the south of the 

caravan park for additional protection (taking into consideration effects of climate 

change) to allow seasonal use of the site by tourer caravans.  

1.1.1 Non-Technical Summary 

To support the permit application (Form Part B2), a Non-Technical Summary is required 

that explains the application, in a concise, non‐technical language.  

The summary includes an overview of the proposed scheme and a summary of the key 

technical standards and control measures arising from associated risk assessment of the 

site.  

1.2 Operator and Agent 

The Environmental Permit application and this summary have been prepared by RSK 

Environment Ltd (RSK) which is acting as an ‘Agent’ on behalf of the proposed ‘Operator’, 

Little Groves Leisure Parks Limited, which is registered in England and Wales as 

Company Number 03513849. 
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2 NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY 

2.1 Introduction 

Little Grove Leisure Park is a holiday park based in Leysdown-On-Sea, Sheerness.  

The caravan and touring site comprises around 400 units of accommodation with 

associated facilities, adjacent private fields and private beach area. Little Groves Holiday 

accessed from Leysdown Road (B2231). 

The subject areas of private land adjacent to the northeast and south of the existing main 

caravan park account for approximately 8.2ha (combined) of both rough, uneven ground 

(to the northeast) and levelled recreation land (to the south). A public footpath follows the 

western boundary (earth bund) of the ‘northern’ and ‘southern’ land parcels, whilst a 

private track crosses the southern field allowing vehicular access to the beach from within 

the holiday park. The location of the site with the northern and southern field boundaries 

highlighted is presented in Figure 1. 

The site is centred at National Grid Reference 602781E, 171288N, which lies on the current 

sea defence wall between the two land parcels. 

Leysdown Road is located to the south of the site, Warden Bay Road to the west, with the 

Swale Estuary / coastline forming the eastern boundary.  

The area surrounding the site comprises a village setting with surrounding agricultural 

land and coast to the east. 

2.1.1 Proposed Scheme 

The requirement of the work is primarily for coastline flood defence protection and safe 

land development/improvement for the expansion of the Little Groves Holiday Park to 

meet the following objectives:  

 to prevent material currently being washed away by tidal forces;  

 to serve as an improved flood risk feature in the area;  

 to provide additional protection in the event of a tidal surge; 

 to improve the land to provide a safe recreational area, a touring / motorhome site 

and easy pedestrian and cycle connections to encourage walking and cycling and 

the provision of safe and accessible green infrastructure;  

 to improve safety across the current land area for public and patrons of our clients 

business; and 

 to offer protection of land in our clients ownership so the immediately adjacent 

land may be utilised as a better resource to serve the needs of the applicants 

business offering benefits to their patrons and local residents. 

The scheme benefits from an extant planning consent from Swale Borough Council 

(19/500100/FULL) along with a granted EA Bespoke Flood Risk Activities Permit 

(FRAP - EPR/VB3950PC V01).  
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The documents which form this application seek to provide sufficient information for the 

Environment Agency to determine and issue a Bespoke Environmental Permit which 

allows the recovery of 50,434 m3 of inert waste material to the Site to be used for flood 

mitigation measures to ensure the approved scheme can be achieved as outlined in the 

sites Flood Risk Assessment and FRAP (Reference L of the permit application).  

Development of the site will be undertaken in accordance with the FRAP and approved 

planning permission (Reference A of the permit application). from Swale Borough 

Council, alongside the Waste Recovery Plan which has already been submitted to and 

accepted by the EA. 

The area of the subject site which relates to the Flood Risk Activities Permit (Part B10) 

where waste materials will be directly deposited, occupies an area of c.3.2ha as defined 

as the three separate phase areas on Figure 2. 

Detailed discussion and consultation (under pre application reference: 

EPR/GB3906GR/A001) have already been undertaken with the Environment Agency who 

agree, through approval of the sites Waste Recovery Plan (Reference G of the permit 

application) that the proposed importation of materials to achieve the approved scheme 

is regarded to be a waste recovery operation. 

2.1.2 Development Phases 

Phase 1 and Phase 3 are areas proposed for new sea defence and recreational land.  

Relating to the triangular field to the north of the caravan site which comprises rough, low-

lying ground and is currently informally used for recreational purposes by members of the 

public.  

A drainage ditch is present on the western boundary with a flood defence earth bund 

beyond (towards the northern extremity is a concrete wall). The north eastern boundary 

is defined in the most part by a pedestrian track which runs parallel to the coastline, and 

the south western boundary by the flood defence earth bund.  

It is intended to raise ground levels to form a flat platform in line with the height of the 

north-westerly footpath (predominately within the centre of the site). A clay bund/sea wall 

will be constructed along the north western boundary and continue along the edge of the 

10m ditch exclusion zone. This will form a continuous barrier towards (and at the same 

hight as) the existing earth bund to the north and the sea wall to the south. 

Phase 2 is proposed for improved flood defence and the current recreational land 

and is proposed for touring units to add to the business.  

Phase 2 relates to the rectangular southern field located centrally adjacent to the caravan 

park which is used more formally for recreational purposes by patrons of the caravan park 

and members of the public.  

This field is defined by a flood defence bund along the southwestern boundary and also 

an earth bund along the beach frontage to northeast. 

The bund is to be improved to provide a consistent crest level and also widened to make 

it more robust against wave action during storms. It will be linked at both ends to existing 

sea walls, thereby creating a continuous flood barrier along the beach front. 
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Details of the proposed development scheme detailing the three separate phase areas 

are presented on Figure 2 with a full set of design drawings available within Reference 

C of the permit application. 

2.1.3 Waste Acceptance 

Waste material (compliant to an ’Inert’ Waste Acceptance Classification) to be accepted 

at the site are expected to arise from local offsite sources. These are likely to only 

comprise soil, stone and clays, however materials as detailed in Table 1 below could be 

considered suitable, with road planings also given consideration to be used as surfacing 

material for unsurfaced transport roads across the two development areas 

Waste acceptance procedures (Reference H of the permit application) have been 

produced to support this application. 

Table 1 – Permitted Waste Types to be Imported 

Code Description 

01  WASTE RESULTING FROM EXPLORATION, MINING, QUARRYING AND 

PHYSICAL AND CHEMICAL TREATMENT OF MINERALS 

01 01 Wastes from mineral excavation 

01 01 02 Wastes from mineral non-metalliferous excavation 

01 04 Wastes from physical and chemical processing of non-metalliferous 

minerals 

01 04 08 Waste gravel and crushed rocks other than those mentioned in 01 04 07 

01 04 09 Waste sand and clays 

17 CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION WASTES 

17 03 Bituminous mixtures 

17 03 02 Bituminous mixtures other than those mentioned in 17 03 01 

17 05 04 Soil and stones other than those mentioned in 17 05 03 

There is no intention to accept any contaminated material from off-site and the waste acceptance 

procedure will be implemented in order to ensure this. Documentation will accompany all waste 

material accepted. 

2.1.4 General Site Operation 

No operations shall be undertaken at the Site except during the following hours:  

 0800 – 1700hrs Monday to Friday; and 

 0800 – 1300hrs Saturday.  

All incoming road vehicles carrying waste will need to pass through the main site entrance 

and directed by staff to an office within the southern field where loads will be checked in. 

Only pre-arranged incoming loads will be accepted at the site.  

Once checks have been completed, the vehicle will be directed across the site to either 

the ‘Check Point’ in the northern field or the ‘Check Point’ in the southern field and onto 

designated tipping/unloading areas (i.e. to a stockpile for immediate deposit).  

All tipping will be overseen by appropriately trained site staff with vigilant waste 

inspections to confirm it is compliant for acceptance. Relevant staff will be assessed to be 
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technically competent for inert waste management operations under an Industry Standard 

Operator Competence Scheme. 

Once the load has been tipped vehicles will be directed back across the site to the holiday 

park entrance and if necessary towards a wheel wash area before they leave site to 

prevent mud being deposited onto the public highway. 

Due to the inert nature of the materials that will be received at the Site there will not be a 

significant odour, litter, pest, vermin or fire risk.  

Fuels will only be stored for the purpose of refuelling on-Site plant. Fuel storage facilities 

will be contained within the secure receiving area in the main holiday park with storage 

tanks being of modern construction featuring adequate secondary containment. 

Appropriate firefighting equipment will be available at the Site. 

A vehicle waiting area will be available on site for any road vehicles that have to wait. 

The tipping/unloading/storage area will be relocated within the site as the overall site 

recovery process progresses but will wherever possible be located near to where waste 

is being deposited at that time.  

The location of the tipping/unloading/soil storage area will be continually assessed to 

ensure that the risk of impact to the environment and local amenities is minimised. 

Stockpiles of waste accepted at site will be present. These stockpiles will consist of: 

 Waste that is due to be deposited; 

 Waste that is being stored while the results of sampling and testing are pending;  

 Any waste that has been rejected and is to be returned to the producer. 

A flow diagram showing the proposed system for imported waste is outlined in Figure 3.  

The site will be managed and operated in accordance with both the Bespoke 

Environmental Permit, FRAP and the Environmental Management System which will 

outline the site’s operating techniques. These operating techniques will ensure that: 

 The risks that the activities pose to the environment are identified; 

 The measures that are required to minimise the risks are identified; 

 The activities are managed in accordance with the operating techniques; and 

 Performance against the operating techniques is audited at regular intervals. 

A summary of the site’s Management System is included with the application (Reference 

B of the Permit Application). 

The location of some infrastructure is well known on site, i.e. site entrance off the B223, 

access road through the ‘southern’ field for instance. The site plan will be updated whilst 

the site is operational and will include the location of any soil storage areas and stockpiles 

as the works progress.  

Figure 4  provides an indicative site layout during the operation, indicating staff parking 

and compound area, site office and wheel wash and access routes through the ‘Southern’ 

field into the ‘Northern’ field with ‘Check Points’ for waste materials to be deposited on site 

for recovery purposes. 
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SITE LOCATION 
PLAN 

Client: Little Groves Leisure Figure No: 1 

Site: Little Grove Holiday 
Park, Leysdown-On-Sea 

Job No: 11614 

Scale: Not to Scale Source: OS 

 

 

The existing Little 
Groves Holiday Park 

The ‘northern’ field comprising 
undeveloped undulating land  

The ‘southern’ field comprising 
existing recreation land  

Site access  



 

 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT / 
PHASING PLAN  

Client: Little Groves Leisure Park Ltd Figure: 2 

Site: Little Grove Holiday Park, Leysdown-On-Sea Job No: 116614 

Scale: NOT TO SCALE Source: from Client (also present in Reference C) 
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Figure 3 – Flow Diagram Outlining Process on Site for Imported Waste Material 
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A decision will have been made at the pre-acceptance/acceptance stage to determine which 

stockpile the waste will be deposited in next. This will depend upon the nature of the material and 

how much information has already been provided (i.e. testing data/ visual inspection etc). 

* 
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SITE OPERATION 
LAYOUT 

Client: Little Groves Leisure 
Park Ltd 

Figure No: 4 

Site: Little Grove Holiday 
Park, Leysdown-On-Sea 

Job No: 11614 

Scale: Not to Scale Source: OS 
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