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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 This document was compiled in order to report upon an ecological scoping survey 

of land north of Little Groves caravan park, Leysdown – on – sea, Isle of Sheppey, 

Kent1. The site is being promoted as part of an expansion plan within the overall 

Leisure Park of which it forms part, so as to provide additional recreational facilities 

for existing holidaymakers and day trippers. Inert clay, subsoils and stones will be 

used in the formation of the proposed works. 

 

1.2 The site is located north – west of Leysdown and south – east of Warden. It is an 

area of broadly level ground2 with extensive foreign materials comprising the soil, 

at an altitude of approximately 0 - 5m OD. The habitat currently consists of an area 

of rough grassland which is regularly cut, albeit that there are one or two quite 

extensive areas were dredgings from the adjacent dyke had been dumped and 

which were barely colonised by vegetation. The survey site is bordered by the top 

of the beach to the east, by a brackish fleet to the west, beyond which is a caravan 

park, dominated by mown grassland, that also extends to the south - east. It is 

separated from the caravan park and Warden by a high seawall, inside which at 

the northern half of the site, and outside the survey area the fleet is connected to 

the sea by a sluice so that the water is brackish.  The survey area is separated 

from the sea by a high shingle bank which grades down into a shingle beach; the 

bank is within the survey area but the beach is not. The site is composed of 

grassland and is currently heavily used by local residents as means of a short cut 

from Warden Bay to Leysdown as well as by dog walkers. 

 

1.3 The site immediately adjoins the Sheppey Cliffs and Foreshore Site of Special 

Scientific Interest3 which is located c. 10 metres north, but no part of it is in the 

SSSI. About 1.5 kms to the south is part of the edge of the Swale SSSI which is 

also a Special Protection Area4 and a RAMSAR site5. The Swale National Nature 

Reserve6, which is also part of the Swale SSSI, is located approximately three 

kilometres south of the survey site. 

                                           
1 OS / TR025715 - approximate location). 
2 It appears to have originally been saltmarsh (http://webapps.kent.gov.uk/KCC. 
KLIS.Web.Sites.Public/ViewMap.aspx) buthas been extensively altered over the years, particularly following the 
1953 floods when it was damaged by the seawall works (Anon, verb. comm.). 
3 Hereafter referred to as ‘SSSI’. SSSIs are protected by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 to conserve their 
wildlife or geology. 
4 Hereafter ‘SPA’. SPAs are strictly protected sites classified in accordance with the European Union’s Birds 
Directive and protect rare and vulnerable birds and regularly - occurring migratory species. 
5 A Ramsar Site is a wetland site designated as being of international importance under the Ramsar Convention 
which came into force in 1975 under the auspices of UNESCO. 
6 Hereafter ‘NNR’. 

http://webapps.kent.gov.uk/KCC.%20KLIS.Web.Sites.Public/ViewMap.aspx
http://webapps.kent.gov.uk/KCC.%20KLIS.Web.Sites.Public/ViewMap.aspx
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2.0 METHODS 

 

2.1 A single visit totalling approximately 2 hours’ duration was made to the site on 

Tuesday 10th April 2018, during which the whole site was visited. The survey area 

consisted of the land shown outlined in red in Figure 2.  The purpose of this visit 

was to carry out an ecological scoping survey as follows:   

 

2.1.1 A Phase 1 habitat survey of the type described by Nature Conservancy Council 

(1990) was carried out for the survey site and its immediate surroundings. 

 

2.1.2 The plant and animal species of the site were listed by using the variety of 

inventory methods described by Sutherland (2000) and Beattie and Oliver (1994). 

Obviously – introduced species of plants were not included in this list. 

 

2.1.3 A search was made for any species, or habitat suitable for any species that are 

specifically protected for conservation purposes by wildlife legislation7  such as 

badgers, bats and common reptiles, using appropriate established techniques e.g. 

assessment of potential habitat for reptiles by comparison of the habitat on site 

with descriptions of potential reptile habitat given by Gent and Gibson (2003) as 

augmented by previous personal experience.  

 

2.1.4 A search was also made for species8 that are included within the short list of the 

national Biodiversity Action Plans9, and, for birds, a search was made for species 

which are included within the red part of the national bird ‘Red List’10 as well as 

any species that were recorded within the Kent Red Data Book11, Kent Rare Plant 

Register12 and other similar publications. All results were recorded in Appendix 1. 

 

 

 

                                           
7 Mostly, this included species listed by Christopher Betts Environmental Biology (2000) and subsequent revisions 
including http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/Files/Taxon_designations_20140822.zip as being protected by the Wildlife 
and Countryside Act 1981, as amended or related legislation.  
8Or habitat suitable for species.   
9 Biodiversity Steering Group, 1995 as amended. Hereafter known as the ‘BAP’. Also, the species subject of 
Biodiversity 2020 (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/biodiversity-2020-a-strategy-for-england-s-
wildlife-and-ecosystem-services). 
10 Hayhoe et al, 2017. 
11 Waite, 2001. Hereafter referred to as ‘KRDB’. 
12 http://bsbi.org/kent. 
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3.0 RESULTS 

 

3.1 The results of the phase 1 habitat survey are shown in Figure 3. 

 

3.2 A total of 67 species of plants and animals were recorded on the site. 

 

3.3 The plant list consisted of 53 species, all typical of the prevailing habitat of the 

site, although some of the plants, particularly the grasses, were unidentifiable due 

to the time of year.  The plant list is given in Appendix 1. There were no botanically 

– interesting areas or plant species in the whole site.  The grassland probably had 

the greatest affinity with one of the variants of Rodwell’s (1998) MG1 

Arrhenatheretum elatioris grassland, although in places it resembled the same 

author’s MG7 Lolio – Plantaginion leys and in other areas it was unidentifiable due 

to a combination of the ‘soil’ type and damage which made some areas difficult to 

identify.   

 

3.4 Seven bird species were recorded at the site but there was only any potential 

nesting habitat in the few stunted hawthorn bushes; the grassland could largely be 

discounted as nesting habitat for ground – nesting birds because of continuing 

disturbance by mowing and dog walkers.  No notable bird species were recorded 

except the following: 

 

• Starling was seen flying over the site. Starling is a red list bird. 

 

3.5 No habitat for species which are specifically protected under wildlife legislation 

was found on the site.  

 

3.6 No evidence of the presence of other BAP, KRDB or other notable species was 

found on site. 
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4.0 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 

 

4.1 Short surveys such as this one are good at giving a sample of the ecological value 

of a given site and showing which species, if any, require more detailed survey13.  

 

4.2 The methods of the survey have been used extensively elsewhere with consistent 

results and accord with good practice guidelines14.  Signs of protected species and 

their habitat parameters are reasonably obvious to an experienced surveyor and 

ecological surveys of this type are valuable in terms of helping to determine 

whether protected or notable animals or plants are likely to be present, are present, 

or have been present in or around a site and whether further, more detailed Phase 

2 survey is required for certain species. However, the results of a survey are 

partially determined by the time of year at which the survey takes place, the stages 

in an organism’s life cycle, and the accessibility of the site. At this site, access was 

complete where required for the purposes of the survey.  

 

4.3 The plant list was typical of the flora which is found in similar such disturbed areas.  

There were no unusual or uncommon or protected plant species at the site and the 

habitat type was a common one which is widespread throughout the local area. 

 

4.4 Apart from starling, no notable species of birds were recorded at the site. However, 

a few additional species15 might be expected to occur on or over the site at other 

times of year. Nesting birds would be uncommon due to the absence of suitable 

nesting sites.  However, no site clearance should take place between March to July 

inclusive when birds are nesting, unless a contemporary survey reveals that no 

breeding birds are present, because breeding birds are protected by the Wildlife 

and Countryside Act 1981. 

 

• Starling is a fairly synanthropic bird16 which nests in a wide variety of 

often man – made habitats throughout Europe, but it is also widespread 

throughout the British Isles although it is supplemented in numbers by 

Continental birds in winter. It has been declining since the 1960s17 and it 

is still declining nationally18. The cause is still largely unknown. However, 

                                           
13 Stork and Samways, 1995.  
14 E.g. Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management, 2013: British Standards Institute, 2013, 
Collins, 2016.  
15 E.g. House sparrow (Passer domesticus) and greenfinch (Carduelis chloris). 
16 Cramp et al, 1994. 
17Marchant et al, 1990. 
18 Brown and Grice, 2005; Hayhow et al, 2017. 
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the impact of any proposed development on this site on starlings is likely 

to be negligible since although they might feed on site from time to time, 

there is currently no suitable nesting habitat.  

 

4.5 Reptiles such as slow – worm19 frequently occur in uncultivated land and rough 

grassland sites of the type found in one or two separate small parts of the site 

might be good habitat for this species or for common lizard20. However, the grass 

is regularly cut throughout the summer, and sometimes in winter the site is 

waterlogged with the only potential reptile habitat therefore being the top of the 

beach, which is outside the survey area. A reptile survey is therefore not required 

for these reasons.  

 

4.6 Other habitat for protected species was very limited because of the use and 

management of the site and its surroundings. For example, there were no hedges 

or scrub, so there was no suitable habitat for dormice21, which anyway are not 

known from the Isle of Sheppey22. Suitable badger23 habitat was not present, and 

water vole24 was also absent from the adjacent dyke. Suitable habitat for great 

crested newt25 was also not available due to the brackish nature of the adjacent 

dyke which made it unfit as habitat for amphibians, and the impossibility of 

reaching the site over the seawall and through the caravan park from the nearest 

pond26.  

 

4.7 No part of the adjoining SSSIs and other protected sites will be affected by the 

proposed development, which is wholly confined within its existing area. The 

caravan park nearby already exerts pressure on the local protected environments, 

but the proposed development is not going to lead to an increase in visitor 

numbers. 

 

4.8 In summary, following the ecological survey, it is clear that there is no protected 

species at the site due to the absence of suitable habitat. However, it is 

recommended that, in order to provide some overall biodiversity mitigation in line 

with the National Planning Policy Framework27, and to comply with the biodiversity 

                                           
19 Anguis fragilis. 
20 Zootoca vivipara. 
21 Muscardinus avellanarius. 
22 Young et al, 2015. 
23 Meles meles. 
24Arvicola amphibious. 
25 Triturus cristatus. 
26 Which was located approximately 200 metres south – west. 
27 Department of Communities and Local Government, 2012. 
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provisions of the Swale Borough local plan28,  some of the wildlife conservation 

measures suggested by, for example, Gunnell, Murphy and Williams (2013) and 

others should be incorporated into any proposed Scheme by means of a biodiversity 

plan for any completed development. In addition, no potential breeding bird habitat 

should be cleared between late March to the end of July, including any in the 

buildings on site.   

 

4.9 As a result of the survey, it is recommended that, in order to make some gain for 

nature conservation, a suitable native – species – based planting plan is carried out 

for all vegetation on site and that areas of long grass are left for use by 

overwintering finches and starlings. It is suggested that a plan for the site’s 

restoration could include suitable ecological enhancements such as native – species 

seeding and other landscaping measures so that the present environment is 

improved upon. 

 

4.10 In summary therefore, the site is managed by regular mowing, and there is an 

overall need for general biodiversity improvement in association with any 

completed development.  

 

  

                                           
28 http://services.swale.gov.uk/media/files/localplan/adoptedlocalplanfinalwebversion.pdf 
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APPENDIX 1: LIST OF SPECIES RECORDED FROM THE SITE (All data approximate) (Notable species in red) 

 SCIENTIFIC NAME VERNACULAR NAME NOTES NO SPP 

LICHENES     

 Xanthoria parietina A lichen  1 

MOSSES     

 Bryum sp. A moss   

 Thuidium tamariscinum A moss Other species present. 2 

VASCULAR PLANTS     

 Achillea millefolium Yarrow   

 Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley A few scattered plants.  

 Arctium sp. Unidentified Burdock   

 Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat Grass   

 Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort   

 Bellis perennis Daisy   

 Beta vulgaris maritima Sea Beet   

 Cardamine hirsuta Hairy Bittercress   

 Cardaria draba Thanet Weed   

 Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse - ear   

 Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle   

 Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle   

 Conium maculatum Hemlock A few scattered plants.  

 Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn Scarce.  

 Dactylis glomerata Cocksfoot Grass   

 Dipsacus fullonum Fuller's Teazel   

 Elytrigia repens Common Couch   

 Festuca rubra Red Fescue Provisional identification.  

 Galium aparine Goosegrass   

 Geranium dissectum Cut - leaved Cranesbill   

 Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog   

 Hyacinthoides hispanica Spanish Bluebell   

 Iris sp. Unidentified Iris Garden escape. 
 

 Juncus inflexus Hard Rush 

  

 Lactuca virosa Wild Lettuce One or two plants.  
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 Lamium purpureum Red Dead - nettle   

 Lolium perenne Rye Grass Uncommon.  

 Lotus corniculatus Birdsfoot Trefoil   

 Malva sylvestris Common Mallow   

 Medicago arabica Spotted Medick   

 Narcissus sp. Unidentified Daffodil   

 Picris echoides Bristly Oxtongue   

 Picris hieracioides Hawkweed Oxtongue   

 Plantago coronopus Buck's horn Plantain On the shingle.  

 Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain   

 Plantago major Common Plantain   

 Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass   

 Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil   

 Rubus fruticosus Blackberry   

 Rumex conglomeratus Branched Dock   

 Rumex crispus Curled Dock   

 Rumex obtusifolius Broad Dock   

 Senecio jacobaea Ragwort   

 Silene latifolia White Campion   

 Sinapis arvensis Charlock   

 Smyrnium olusatrum Alexanders   

 Sonchus asper Prickly Sowthistle   

 Taraxacum officinale agg. Dandelion   

 Trifolium repens White Clover   

 Tripleurospermum inodorum Mayweed   

 Urtica dioica Stinging Nettle   

 Veronica chamaedrys Speedwell   

 Vicia sepium Bush Vetch  53 

INSECTA: HYMENOPTERA     

 Bombus lapidarius Red - tailed Bumble Bee Common; several workers seen.  

 Bombus terrestris Buff-tailed Bumble Bee One worker. 2 

MOLLUSCA     

 Helix aspersa A land snail  1 

BIRDS     

 Anthus pratensis Meadow Pipit Feeding on site.  
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 Carduelis carduelis Goldfinch   

 Columba palumbus Woodpigeon Flying over.  

 Corvus corone Carrion Crow   

 Motacilla alba Pied Wagtail Flying over.  

 Passer domesticus House Sparrow Feeding on site.  

 Sturnus vulgaris Starling Flying over. 7 

MAMMALS     

 Oryctolagus cuniculus Rabbit  1 

   Total number of species: 67 

 

 



 

 

 
FIGURE 1:  

A VIEW OF THE SITE IN WINTER.  
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FIGURE 2:  

A SKETCH  MAP OF THE SITE. 

The broken red line shows the approximate limits of the survey area.  
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FIGURE 3:  

PHASE 1 HABITAT SURVEY OF THE SITE. 

 

 


