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BASIS OF REPORT 

This document has been prepared by SLR Consulting Limited with reasonable skill, care and diligence, and taking account of the 
manpower, timescales and resources devoted to it by agreement with SAICA Natur UK Limited (the Client) as part or all of the services 
it has been appointed by the Client to carry out. It is subject to the terms and conditions of that appointment. 

SLR shall not be liable for the use of or reliance on any information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document for any 
purpose by any person other than the Client. Reliance may be granted to a third party only in the event that SLR and the third party 
have executed a reliance agreement or collateral warranty. 

Information reported herein may be based on the interpretation of public domain data collected by SLR, and/or information supplied 
by the Client and/or its other advisors and associates. These data have been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid. 

The copyright and intellectual property in all drawings, reports, specifications, bills of quantities, calculations and other information set 
out in this report remain vested in SLR unless the terms of appointment state otherwise. 

This document may contain information of a specialised and/or highly technical nature and the Client is advised to seek clarification on 
any elements which may be unclear to it.  

Information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document should only be relied upon in the context of the whole document 
and any documents referenced explicitly herein and should then only be used within the context of the appointment.  
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 Introduction 

SAICA Natur UK Limited (SAICA) has instructed SLR Consulting Limited (SLR) to prepare a bespoke Environmental 
Permit (EP) application for the proposed paper recycling depot to be located at Carrington near Manchester, 
under the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016 (as amended).  

This document provides a Non-Technical Summary (NTS) of the proposed facility, including:  

• an explanation of what is being applied for; 

• a summary of the regulated facilities; and 

• a summary of the key technical standards and control measures relating to the proposed changes. 

1.1 The Site 

The proposed paper recycling depot will be situated at Carrington, Manchester, M31 4QN at National Grid 
Reference (NGR) SJ 724923. The Site is accessed via an unnamed road to the north which leads from Manchester 
Road to the east of the site. The surrounding area is predominately occupied by commercial and industrial 
premises with pockets of open ground, agricultural land and woodland.  

The location of the site is shown on Drawing 001 and the permit boundary and detailed site layout is shown in 
Drawing 002. The surrounding land uses and local receptors within 500m and 1km are shown on Drawing 003 
and cultural and natural heritage receptors within 1km are illustrated on Drawing 004. 

A summary of the Site’s immediate surrounding land uses is provided in Table 1 below. 

Table 1 
Surrounding Land Uses 

Boundary Description 

North Adjacent to the north of the site is agricultural/open ground with derelict ground beyond.  

East Adjacent to the east is a small pocket of open ground with commercial/industrial premises. The 
majority of the land beyond to the east of the site is derelict land.   

South  The south of the site is predominately commercial/industrial premises with residential properties 
of Partington beyond.  

West Adjacent to the west of the site are commercial/industrial premises (SAICA Paper Mill) and beyond 
that, the Manchester Ship Canal.   

 

1.2 Pre-Application Discussions 

Pre-application meeting was sought from the Environment Agency (EA) comprising basic application advice and 
noise screening to confirm if a noise management plan would be required. The EA’s initial conclusion was that 
the noise submissions were required. However, following subsequent discussion it was advised that a detailed 
justification of why there is not a need for a Noise Impact Assessment and Management plan could be 
submitted. This detailed justification is provided as part of the Environmental Risk Assessment in Section 4 of 
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this Application.  

The EA’s pre-application advice is provided in Appendix A of this NTS, consisting of the advice letter and 
subsequent email correspondence.  

 Proposed Development 

The proposed Carrington paper recycling depot will process loose paper and card at a capacity of up to 120,000 
tonnes per annum. The Site will physically and mechanically sort or separate paper and card into different grades 
by quality.  It is intended that the depot will supply the neighbouring SAICA Paper Mill and some material will be 
transferred elsewhere for recovery.  

The proposed plant is designed to operate continuously 24 hours a day and 7 days a week.   

2.1 Process Overview 

The facility is designed to receive and process 600 tonnes per day of waste paper and cardboard. The material 
will be supplied loose in enclosed articulated lorries with all loading and unloading carried out within the process 
building. 

Incoming waste paper and card is stored in internal feed bays before being placed into the feed hopper for 
sorting. An initial mechanical sortation will remove any oversize material from the conveyor system. 
Subsequently, the material will pass through an optical sortation process which will separate the material into 
different streams according to quality. Each stream will then undergo a final manual picking process to maximise 
the product quality. 

The separated fractions are stored in autobunkers, which when full, transfer the material to a baling machine. 
Bales of sorted material are either immediately dispatched or stored temporarily pending transfer off-site for 
recovery.  

Waste will be stored within the process building and outside bays. The maximum loose waste stored at any one 
time will be 900 tonnes and the maximum baled waste stored at any one time will be 1,000 tonnes inside and 
1,200 tonnes outside.   

The site benefits from concrete surfacing and sealed drainage. There is no process effluent discharge. Surface 
water is collected and transferred to the neighbouring SAICA Paper Mill drainage and effluent treatment plant, 
as a shared facility, before final discharge into the Manchester Ship Canal. 

There are no point source emissions to air or land associated with the activities. 
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 What Is Being Applied For 

3.1 Regulated Facilities 

The proposed Site will accept up to 120,000 tonnes per annum (tpa) of non-hazardous paper and carboard waste 
for treatment and storage. The maximum storage capacity of waste is anticipated to be up to 2000 tonnes at any 
one time.   

The Site will physically and mechanically sort or separate paper and card into different grades by quality. Once 
sorted, the paper and card will be baled ready for onward transfer off-site for recovery at an authorised facility.  

The Environmental Permitting (England & Wales) (Amendment) Regulations (EPR) 2016 (as amended) require 
waste operations to be operated in accordance with an EP. Accordingly SAICA Natur are applying for a bespoke 
waste operations permit. 

3.2 Specified Waste Management Activities 

The waste management operations carried out at the Site as specified in Annex I and Annex II of the Waste 
Framework Directive 2008 are detailed below: 

• R3: Recycling/reclamation of organic substances which are not used as solvents; and 

• R13: Storage of wastes pending any of the operations numbered R1 to R12 (excluding temporary storage, 
pending collection, on the site where it is produced). 

3.3 Waste Types 

The site will accept up to a maximum of 120,000 tonnes per annum of waste paper and cardboard. The waste 
will mainly consist of mixed papers from segregated household collections with a maximum non-paper content 
of up to 15%.   

A full list of waste types categorised according to the European Waste Catalogue (EWC) codes is provided as 
Appendix B4_1 to the Application Forms in Section 2 of this application. 

 

 Application Contents 

To support this application, the following documentation is submitted in addition to this NTS: 

• Section 2: Application Forms; 

• Section 3: Drawings; 

• Section 4: Environmental Risk Assessment; 

• Section 5: Site Condition Report;  

• Section 6: Operating Techniques; and 

• Section 7: Fire Prevention Plan. 
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4.1 Application Forms 

Parts A, B2, B4 and F1 of the EA’s EP application forms have been completed in support of this application and 
are enclosed as Section 2 of this EP application. The application forms also include the following additional 
information required by the forms: 

• Appendix A_1: List of Directors;  

• Appendix B2_1: EMS Summary; and  

• Appendix B4_1: List of Wastes.  

4.1.1 Application Fee 

Under the EA’s Environmental Permitting (England) Charging Scheme 2019, the fee for a permit application for 
the site is as follows: (reference 1.16.2 Physical treatment of non-hazardous waste) is £9,171 comprising the 
following: 

• 1.16.2 Physical treatment of non-hazardous waste - £7,930; and 

• Fire Prevention Plan - £1,241.  

4.2 Drawings 

A suite of drawings has been produced to detail all characteristics of the site relevant to the application and are 
enclosed as Section 3 of this EP application. The full list of drawings produced is as follows: 

• 001 Site Location Plan  

• 002 Site Layout 

• 003 Sources, Pathways and Receptors 

• 004 Cultural and natural Heritage Receptors 

4.3 Environmental Risk Assessment 

An Environmental Risk Assessment (ERA) has been carried out to assess the potential impacts of the proposed 
new paper recycling depot to the environment and their significance, in accordance with the EA’s risk assessment 
methodology. The proposed activity does not release any process effluent, point source emissions to air, 
groundwater or land. Accordingly, the ERA considers the risks from clean surface water discharge, fugitive 
emissions, dust, odour, noise and vibration, litter, mud, pests and potential accidents and incidents.  

The ERA is enclosed as Section 4 of this EP application. 

Subject to the implementation of the stated management measures, the conclusion has been reached that the 
proposed activities are unlikely to result in a significant risk to people or the local environment.  

4.4 Site Condition Report 

The Site Condition Report (SCR) provides details of the baseline soil and groundwater conditions within the 
proposed EP boundary, so that a comparison can be undertaken at ultimate cessation of the activities.  

The SCR is enclosed as Section 5 of this EP Application. 
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4.5 Operating Techniques 

The Operating Techniques (OT) document provides descriptions of the appropriate technical, operational and 
management measures that will be implemented on Site to prevent harm to the environment and to ensure that 
the facility will operate in compliance with the conditions of the permit.  

The OT is enclosed as Section 6 of this EP application. 

4.6 Fire Prevention Plan  

A site-specific Fire Prevention Plan (FPP) has been prepared in accordance with EA’s guidance to establish the 
required mitigation and management methods to prevent a fire of materials stored on site.  

The FPP is enclosed as Section 7 of this EP Application.  

 Technical Standards and Control Measures 

The key technical standards laid out in the following documents govern the design and operation of the site: 

The key technical standards that will be followed for the site are: 

• Environment Agency - Legal operator and competence requirements: environmental permits (June 2019); 

• Environment Agency - Develop a management system: environmental permits (December 2019); 

• Environment Agency - Risk assessments for your environmental permit (February 2020); 

• Environment Agency – Fire Prevention Plans: Environmental Permit (May 2018); and 

• Environment Agency - Sector Guidance Note S5.06: recovery and disposal of hazardous and non-hazardous 
waste (October 2918). 

The control measures relevant to the proposed activities are described in the OT and ERA submitted with this 
application.  

The proposals have been assessed against these standards and are all considered to meet the relevant technical 
standards. 

The overall conclusion is that there is unlikely to be a significant environmental impact as a result of the proposed 
activities on site.  

SAICA is fully committed to ensuring the highest standards are met and will undertake its activities in a manner 
consistent with best industrial practices and in accordance with the site’s EMS.  
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APPENDIX A 

Pre-application advice 

See attachments: 

Pre-application advice letter 

Pre-application response additional advice 
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