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Document (Worsley Site): January 2020 
 

    This Fire Prevention and Mitigation Plan (FPMP) is relevant to the Rentokil Initial UK Ltd 
Waste Transfer Station at 28-30 Holloway Drive, Worsley, Manchester, M29 2LY. It 
follows the Environment Agency’s guidance and is made up of three 3 sections: 

 

1. The site 

2. Preventing fires 

3. Reducing the impact of fires 

 

    This FPMP is easily accessible and understood by anyone on site who may be carrying 
out an activity that presents a fire risk – it forms part of the facility’s Management System 
and a copy is kept at the site office. Some of the information used in this plan comes 
from the Fire Risk Assessment that has been in place for a number of years and which is 
subject to review by enforcement agencies such as HSE/Fire Service and reviewed by 
central RI H&S team.  

 
 
 

Section 1 – The site 
 

This section details: 
 

- Site activities 

- Site layout 

- Site infrastructure 

- The local community 
 
 
 
      Section 1a: Activities  
 
    The (waste management) activities on the site encompass the transfer of both hazardous 

and non-hazardous waste and the facility operates as a waste transfer facility for wastes 
generated by the various business divisions of the company, including healthcare 
wastes, hygiene wastes, pest control wastes, specialist hygiene waste and building 
maintenance waste. It is the inclusion of wood waste (EWC) that necessitates this 
FPMP. 

 
 
 Section 1b: Location plan: 
 
 
 A site location plan is included in Figure 1, below.  
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Figure 1: Site Location Plan  
(image courtesy of Landmark/Envirocheck) 
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 There are industrial business premises adjacent to the site and residential areas 

within about 400m to the east of the site yard in which the wood waste will be 
stored. The M60 road passes around 600m to the west of the site and the A6 road 
is within about 350m to the north. As the facility is located on an industrial estate, 
there are no schools, hospitals, nursing and care homes within the immediate 
vicinity of the site, although there is a school approximately 600m to the south east 
and another about 600m to the south west. The closest potential sensitive 
receptors are the residential properties approximately 400m to the east of the site.  

 
    There is no plausible risk of harm to any of these receptors as a result of the site 

activities The only combustible waste on site (as per the EA’s FPMP guidance) is 
wood waste, to be stored in small quantities (likely to be less than 500kg at any 
one time) and restricted to 6.5 tonnes as combined waste of construction and 
demolition origin (EWC 170904) of which the majority will be inert waste – which is 
inherently non-flammable. The risk of fire caused by the waste streams stored on 
site is, therefore, very low.  

 
    This (already) low risk is further mitigated by confining this wood waste to a metal 

skip, which is stored externally and over 6m from any sources of ignition. 
Furthermore, the total allowance of this type of (mixed construction and 
demolition) waste is limited to 6.5 tonnes at any one time and the wood waste will 
typically amount to less than 500kg at any one time.  

 
        Figure 2: Map of the site showing the immediate locality  

 
 
  

Figure 3: Site Layout Plan  
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Section 2 - Preventing fires 
 
 

    This FPP is required due to the allowance, in the permit, for storing wood waste which is 
classed, within the Environment Agency’s FPP guidance, as being combustible and hence 
requiring a FPMP. The following details therefore relate to this (wood) waste stream only.  

 
    2.1 Pile sizes, volumes and dimensions: 
 
    The wood waste, which is considered to be combustible, can be included within EWC code 

170904 (“Mixed Construction and Demolition Waste”). The maximum waste that can be 
stored under this EWC is 6.5 tonnes as this is the limit of the single 8 cubic yard skip that 
is stored on site and this limit is also set within the permit conditions. In reality, only a small 
percentage of this (perhaps 10% by weight) will be wood waste – meaning that wood 
waste stored on site will seldom exceed 650 kg.   

 
    The total volume of the (combustible) wood waste to be stored on site at any one time will 

be limited to a maximum of 2.07 tonnes at any one time – given the capacity of the skip (8 
cubic yards) and the WRAP guidance on tonnes /cubic metres conversion 
(http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/Reporting%20Guidance.pdf).    

 
    Of this wood waste, 100% will be unprocessed, simply arriving on site for storage/bulking 

and transfer.  
 
    The dimensions of storage for this waste are well within the limits suggested by the EA 

guidance (4m height by 20m width/length), being limited by the dimensions of the single 8 
cubic yard skip to be stored on site (i.e. 1.2m in height, 2.6m in length and 1.52 metres in 
width). The wood waste will be stored alongside predominantly inert wastes in the steel 
skip stored externally. Any fire risk is very limited and any fire within this (single) stockpile 
would be likely to burn for less than the 4 hours maximum stipulated in the EA guidance. 
This skip is situated more than 6 metres from any source of ignition or any flammable 
material.  

 
    2.2 Location: 
 
    The (combustible) wood waste will be stored only within a steel (8 cubic yard) skip located 

externally as indicated in the site layout plan (Figure 3).  
 
 
    2.3 Storage duration:  
 
    Each skip containing the wood waste/170904 waste will be uplifted on a weekly basis 

meaning that storage duration will be limited to 7 days. Given the nature of this waste 
operation – whereby there will be a single container of the (combustible) waste that will be 
subject to weekly uplifts, prior to a new stockpile the following week – the “first in, first out” 
principle, as quoted in the EA guidance, is not relevant in this case. The ongoing weekly 
transfer frequency of this waste type will be recorded through the waste transfer notes, 
quarterly returns and duty of care obligations.  
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          2.4 Seasonality:  

 
    Given the nature of the business activities giving rise to this waste type (i.e. building 

maintenance work), there is considered to be no seasonality in levels of incoming (or 
outgoing) waste.   

 
 
    2.5 Monitoring: 
 
    Given that storage quantities are a fraction of those permissible in the EA’s FPMP 

guidance and storage durations (of one week) are well below the maximum permissible 
limit of 3 months (as stipulated in the EA’s FPP guidance), it is considered that there is no 
requirement to have additional measures to monitor the waste stockpiles.   

 
 
     2.6 Actions to limit self-heating of waste: 
 
    The wood waste to be stored on site will not have been subject to shredding or size 

reduction and, as such, is very unlikely to result in self-heating. The contents of the skip 
will be visually checked on a daily basis to ensure there are no signs of self-heating. In 
the unlikely event that there is any indication of this, the contents of the skip will be 
dowsed with water.   

 
 
 
     2.7 Arson or vandalism: 
 
    To minimise the risk of arson, the site will be locked shut outside of operating hours and 

the integrity of the site fencing is maintained in good order.  
 
 
 
     2.8 Plant and Equipment: 
 
     All site plant (both fixed and mobile) will be subject to routine maintenance to ensure that 

it continues to function correctly and to minimise its potential to create a fire risk/ignition 
source.  

 
 
     2.9 Infrastructure and site inspections: 
 
    Regular site inspections and maintenance will be carried out across the site and a record 

of these will be made in the site diary. Any incidents that may constitute a fire risk (for 
example the accumulation of loose combustible waste, dust, fluff and litter) will be 
recorded and actions will be taken to immediately rectify such conditions.  

 
 
     
 2.10 Electrical faults: 
 
    To minimise fire risk from electrical sources, electrics on site will be routinely checked by 

a qualified electrician. This will include “PAT” testing of electrical appliances. The hard 
wiring is also subject to routine testing.  
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2.11 Ignition Sources:  
 
    Sources of ignition include:  
 
 Boiler  
 Electrical equipment 
 Computer equipment 
 Kettle and other kitchen appliances 
 Electric fork lift truck 
 Gas heating system 
 Diesel vans occasionally parked adjacent to warehouse shutters 
 Smoking materials  
 
 
 
    Sources of ignition will be kept at least 6m away from any combustible or flammable 

waste. Any hot working (such as with the use of welders and cutters) will require safe 
working practices with permit to work systems where appropriate. 

 
    The Fire Risk Assessment for the site is subject to review by enforcement agencies such 

as HSE and the Fire Service and reviewed by the central Rentokil Initial Health and 
Safety team. It stipulates that smoking will only be allowed in the designated area outside 
the building - signposted and maintained. 

 
 
 
      Sources of fuel include: 
 
  ·      Aerosols in fire cabinets  
  ·      Diesel in vehicles - occasionally parked adjacent to warehouse shutters, and left in  

        warehouse overnight. 
  ·      Cardboard packaging 
  ·      Wooden pallets 
  ·      Plastic stock 
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   Section 3 - Reducing the impact of a fire 
 
    Whilst the risk of a fire occurring on site is very low (given the small quantities of 

combustible waste stored on site and the large separation distances from sources of 
ignition), this section details the procedures that would be followed if a fire did occur, and 
how it would be extinguished within 4 hours, in line with the EA’s guidance.  

 
    3.1 Waste acceptance: Incompatible/hot loads: 

 
    Given the nature of this waste facility (whereby all wastes entering the site are wastes 

originating through (Rentokil Initial UK Ltd) company activities, transported within company 
vehicles by company personnel, there is no plausible risk of any non-permitted, 
incompatible wastes or hot loads being received on the site. If this somehow did occur, the 
waste would be moved, without any undue delay, to a suitably authorised waste (disposal) 
facility. During any holding time on site, such waste would be stored in the designated 
quarantine area – away from any combustible wastes and at least 6m from any sources of 
ignition. The quarantine area is situated within the internal ground floor warehouse.  

 

    3.2 Waste acceptance: Permitted waste: 
 

     A maximum of 2.1 tonnes of wood waste can be stored on site at any one time. This limit 
is effectively set by the capacity of the (8 cubic metre) skip and the bulk density of wood 
waste, as based on WRAP guidance. The maximum amount that could be accepted on 
any given day is, therefore, 2.1 tonnes (although, realistically, daily inputs of (combustible) 
wood waste will be limited to around 700kg) – given the nature of the mixed construction 
and demolition waste that will be accepted under EWC 170904. In all instances, this waste 
originates from building maintenance work carried out by the Peter Cox division of Rentokil 
Initial UK Ltd. The waste is not subject to pre-treatment of any kind and will arrive (and 
leave) in a non-shredded form.  

 

 
    3.3 Waste treatment: 

 
    There will be no treatment of this waste type on site; it is subject only to storage and 

transfer.  

 

    3.4 Waste storage – separation distances: 
 

    The 170904 waste stream (containing the combustible wood waste) will be stored in a 
single (8 cubic yard) skip and, hence, separation distances between piles of such waste is 
not relevant. The skip is located with sufficient space around it to enable access by 
emergency vehicles and plant during any incident.  

 

    A minimum of 6m distance is maintained between the stockpile of the combustible waste 
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and the site perimeter, buildings, ignition sources and other combustible materials.  

 
    3.5 Quarantine Area: 
 

    As detailed above, the nature of the waste operations on site (whereby only waste 
generated by company business activities that is uplifted and transported by company 
employees within company vehicles is accepted on site) means that it is very unlikely that 
unpermitted/incompatible wastes will be accepted on site. However, if this were to occur, 
the waste would be kept separate in the designated quarantine area. The quarantine area 
is situated within the internal ground floor warehouse.  

 

 
    3.6 Storage within buildings and suppression systems: 

 
    There will be no combustible wastes stored within any buildings on site. The wood waste 

for which the Environment Agency requires this FPMP is stored externally in a skip.  

 

 Whilst there is no sprinkler suppression system in place, there is a zoned area fire alarm 
system/panel – maintained by accordance with BS5839-1. Fixed electrical installations are 
tested / inspected and records are maintained. 

 
 

    3.7 Active Firefighting: 
 

    Any fire that does occur on site should be fully extinguished in less than 4 hours.   
 

   “Active firefighting” does not mean that staff on site are necessarily to fight any fires – if 
there would be any significant risk in doing so, this should be avoided. Instead, it is 
directed towards having suitable resources in place, and at all times, to fight a fire and to 
assist the fire service.  

 
    In line with EA guidance, active firefighting on site focuses on the following: 
 

 The use of water or foam (via hoses or designed suppression system 

 

 Water and/or foam/CO2 extinguishers to suppress the fire will be utilised by site staff 
only where there is no immediate risk, where the staff member is sufficiently trained 
and only as an interim measure before the fire service arrives. A foam and CO2 fire 
extinguisher is adjacent to all fire exits. These are checked annually.  

    

 Each shift will have an adequately-trained fire marshal/first aider and induction training 
includes a site tour and fire safety training.       

 

 The fire fighting equipment should only be used by those who have been trained and 
only where it is safe to do so. The user must be aware of the different extinguishing 
agents and the correct circumstances in which to use them. 
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     3.8 Water supply:  

 
Water on site for firefighting is available through a hose connected to the mains supply. 

 

    In accordance with the EA’s guidance (which stipulates that a water supply of at least 
2,000 litres a minute for a minimum of 3 hours for a 300 cubic metre pile of combustible 
material will be required), it is expected that only about 42 litres a minute would be 
required for 3 hours for the maximum stockpile size of 6.2m3).  

 

     

     3.9 Firewater containment:  

 

    At such low levels of water required to extinguish a fire of a maximum stockpile of 6.2m3, 
firewater containment is of no significance.  

 

    

    3.10 Contingency during an incident: 

 

    During any such fire incident, incoming waste would be diverted to an alternative permitted 
Rentokil Initial UK facility – such as the Haydock facility - which is permitted for an 
equivalent list of waste types and activities.  

    Neighbouring premises will, where necessary, be notified of the incident by word of mouth.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 


