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PHL CP 03 Non-technical Summary 

Pluto Holdings Logistics Limited (PHL) is a logistics company providing services to, amongst others, 

the hospitality sector. In so doing they generate a small amount of waste that is returned to a depot 

for bulking up and onward transfer. Beyond baling and washing of certain items, no treatment is 

undertaken. 

The waste operation involves the collection of food waste (scrapings from sandwiches and pastries) 

used coffee grounds, Coffee Cups (cardboard) and small quantities of coffee pods. Daily storage 

limits are unlikely to exceed 20 tonnes per day. 

The waste is returned in Plastic Totes which are lidded. The waste inside the tote is contained in a 

sealed bag so that any spillages and odours are contained within the packaging. The waste cups are 

placed on a rack inside the store to ensure no fluids are left in the cups. There is no risk of leakage 

from the totes. 

Upon receipt at the transfer station activities are as follows:- 

1. Waste in bags are removed from totes and the totes are washed for re-use, with the waste 

water discharged to foul sewer; 

2. Bagged wastes are either stored in sealed containers pending removal from site or are baled 

prior to storage, according to the nature of the waste. Baled wastes are stored in separate 

containers pending removal from site; 

3. Once waste containers are full they are removed from site by registered waste carriers; 

4. The Coffee grounds and food waste are used to produce bio-fuels at audited waste 

management facilities, whilst the coffee waste undergoes a process to extract flavours prior 

to anaerobic digestion, in line with principles of sustainable waste management. 

The waste area will be controlled under a bespoke waste permit for the transfer of household, 

commercial and industrial waste (Activity 1.16.6 under Environment Agency Charging Guidance of 

April 2019). No permitted waste operation will take place outside of this area. 

Were it not for the fact that the above activities are not undertaken under cover, the environmental 

risk is sufficiently low that they could be undertaken under waste exemptions T1 and T13. Because 

all waste storage is undertaken in sealed containers immediately upon receipt at site means that 

exposure to the external environment is extremely low and equivalent to activities within a building; 

on this basis, the environmental risk is deemed to be extremely low, especially recognising the low 

hazard nature of the wastes and the low tonnages managed. 


