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NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY: 

Biffa Waste Services Limited (‘Biffa’) operate a landfill site and soil treatment facility located off 
Pontefract Lane, Newsam Green, Leeds LS15 9AD (National Grid Reference: SE 36256 
30454). The site is surrounded primarily by agricultural land, with a few residences sparsely 
dispersed within 500m of the site boundary. The Environmental Permit (EPR/BJ9339IF) for the 
site was issued in July 2001 and authorised a fully engineered landfill site accepting Household, 
Commercial and Industrial wastes (this also encompassed special and difficult wastes). 
Subsequently, there have been numerous variations made to the site’s permit. During August 
2014, the permit was varied to add a Soil Treatment Facility (STF) which sanctioned biological 
treatment of hazardous and non-hazardous contaminated soils for use in restoration of the 
landfill or for disposal. During 2019, an Environmental Permit Variation Application (EPVA) was 
prepared and submitted to the EA for the site, which is still in the process of being determined 
and seeks to make a variation to the final phase landfilling and minor variations to permit 
conditions relating to the STF operations. 
 
Biffa now propose further variations to the STF to increase the annual throughput of the Soil 
Treatment Facility by 20,000 tonnes per annum; making the total annual throughput for the site 
50,000 tonnes. Within this total, up to 50,000 tpa hazardous wastes and up to 30,000 tpa of 
non-hazardous wastes will be accepted (of which biodegradable wastes shall not exceed 
25,000 tpa), which includes an increase in the quantity of degradable waste additives to be 
mixed with the contaminated soils (hazardous and non-hazardous) up to 5,000 tpa (which 
equates to an increase from up to 5% of the total soil inputs to up to 10% of the soil inputs). 
Note, due to the variable biodegradable content of street cleaning residues, this waste will be 
counted against the 25,000 tpa limit for degradable non-hazardous wastes, as is the case at 
similar permitted STFs operated by Biffa. 
 
Whilst the annual throughput at the facility will increase there will be no increase in the daily 
treatment capacity of the facility as the capacity of the existing infrastructure will not be 
increased, nor will the residence times associated with the biological treatment processes i.e. 
8-12 weeks. The increase in annual throughput is sought following improved understanding of 
the local market conditions and the treatment process. For clarity, the increase will therefore 
result in more batches being treated each year rather than more waste being treated at any 
one time.  
 
The existing capacity of the biofilter is also assessed as being suitable to support emissions 
management at the facility, even accounting for increased waste throughput per year. There is 
no increase to peak flows or peak processing capacity as a result of this variation.  The risk 
assessments that supported the original application to add the STF to the permit therefore 
remain valid for the site. 


