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Hi Ellie

3a. No
3b. Slurry always exported
3c. Installation has adequate slurry storage capacity to ensure that slurry will be applied
to land in compliance with Farming Rules for Water and the NVZ Regulations.
Please see attached documents for the other points raised.

Regards

Steve

On Fri, 26 Aug 2022 at 12:07, Caves, Ellie 
wrote:

Dear Stephen Raasch                                                

 

We need more information about your application

 

Application reference: EPR/RP3933EU/V003

Operator: Mercer Farming Limited

Facility: Gulham Fields Farm Poultry Unit, Gulham Road, North Owersby,
Lincolnshire, LN8 3PS

 

Thank you for your application received on 27/05/22.

 

I need to ask you for some missing information before I can do any more work on your
application. Please provide us with the following:

 

1. Missing documents: The following documents are missing from the application
a. accident risk assessment
b. site closure plan
c. site plan showing the permit boundary in the context of the local area

 

2. Slurry and manure storage: confirm if there is any slurry or manure stored on site?



Update the technical standards document as appropriate.

 

3. Requirements for slurry storage in a NVZ:
a. Your farm falls within a Nitrate Vulnerable Zone (NVZ), please confirm

that you have 6 months’ slurry* storage capacity**.

* For the purposes of NVZ and SSAFO compliance the definition of slurry
includes dirty water, wash water from livestock housing and run off from
contaminated yards.

** Where a farm’s slurry store falls within an NVZ, the NVZ Regulations require
6 months’ storage capacity for slurry. Where a slurry store falls outside of an
NVZ, and it is intended to spread the slurry stored, under the Silage, Slurry
and Agricultural Fuel Oil (SSAFO) Regulations it must be able to hold the
maximum quantity of slurry produced in any 4 month period. A longer period of
storage may be required to comply with NVZ (if the slurry is applied within an
NVZ) and FRFW spreading rules.

b. If you do not have 6 months storage capacity, confirm whether you
always export slurry from the slurry storage site during the closed
period*.

*Operators may deduct from the 6 months storage capacity requirement
calculation any slurry that can always be exported from site during the storage
period.

c. Confirm whether you have adequate slurry storage capacity to
ensure that slurry will be applied to land in compliance with Farming
Rules for Water and the NVZ Regulations*.

*Where dirty water/lightly fouled water slurry is stored and spread separately to
other slurry on the holding, the volume of storage provided must be sufficient
to comply with SSAFO  and to ensure the application is planned so that it does
not exceed the needs of the soil and crop, or give rise to a significant risk of
agricultural diffuse pollution (i.e. in line with rule 1 of Farming Rules for Water)
and to be compliant with the NVZ closed period rule for organic manures with
a high readily available nitrogen.

 
4. Dirty water tank: How long is dirty water stored on site for? How is it disposed of?

Update the technical standards document as appropriate.

 

5. Ventilation: Confirm the ventilation type, height and efflux velocity on new and existing
houses as per the pre-application advice provided (see attached) which should have been
submitted as part of the application.

 

6. Attenuation pond: Is the attenuation pond lined or unlined?

 

7. Site changes: Confirm the changes on site which are not reflected in the original permit
issued in 2014 or the variation to include IED in 2020.



There has been no variation to the permit to remove the biomass boilers or add the ground
source heat system, wheelwash, carcass building, and any other changes there may have been.
These changes were noted in the 2018 compliance report and again in 2019. Please outline
these changes so they can be considered as part of this variation.

 

8. In relation to the above question please answer the following:

a. Ground source heat system –

i. confirm the system is a closed loop
ii. outline the system clean out procedures and waste water containment

procedures to ensure there is no contamination of surface water/ground.
iii. Detail any chemicals used and their storage arrangements
iv. Confirm your understanding of the good practice guidance related to

ground source heating systems (attached) and that the system meets the
requirements.

a. Explain how the water from the wheelwash is controlled and contained. Also
outline controls on any chemicals used by the wheelwash.

c. Confirm the location of the dedicated carcass building noted in the 2018
compliance report (if it exists) and confirm the drainage arrangements for this
area.

 

9. Site Condition Report – As you are increasing the permitted area; explain/confirm the
site surfacing and drainage controls on the new permitted area. You should also mention
the removal of biomass boilers and addition of wheelwash, ground source heat system,
and carcass storage building (plus any other changes), outlining the controls in place to
prevent emissions from them.

 

10. Document Consistency – Please also ensure any other relevant documents have been
updated (where required) to include any changes to the application you make as a result
of the above questions/points.

 

 

Please send the information, quoting the above application reference, to:

Email address: 

Postal address:

Regulated Industry Team, Permitting Support, NPS Sheffield

Quadrant 2

99 Parkway Avenue

Parkway Business Park

Sheffield



S9 4WF

 

Please send the information within 10 working days of this letter (by 12/09/2022).

 

If we do not receive the information within 10 working days we will return your application.

 

If we do receive the requested information within 10 working days, we’ll continue to check
your application. We’ll check to see if there’s enough information for the application to be
‘duly made’. Duly made means that we have all the information we need to begin
determination. Determination is where we assess your application and decide if we can allow
what you’ve asked for.

 

We’ll let you know by letter whether your application can be duly made. If it can’t be duly
made, we’ll return your application to you.

 

If we do have to return your application we’ll send you a partial refund of your application
payment. We’ll retain 20% of the application charge to cover our costs in reviewing your
application and requesting information. This maximum amount we’ll retain is capped at
£1,500. Further information on charging can be found at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permitting-ep-charges-scheme

 

If you have any questions please contact me using the details below.

 

Yours sincerely

 

Ellie Caves
Installations Permitting Officer, National Permitting Service ¨¨¨¨ Part of National Services E&B

Environment Agency | Trentside, Scarrington Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 5BR

Working Days: Please note I do not work on Wednesdays. Thank you for your patience.
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