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Non-Technical Summary 

 

Stonegate Agriculture Ltd is a leading nationwide producer of eggs and egg products. This application 

is required due to the expansion of the Bleak House Farm egg laying facility. 

The Bleak House Farm egg laying facility is situated in a rural area approximately 1 kilometre North 

East of the village of South Kyme in Lincolnshire. The installation is approximately centred on National 

Grid Reference TF 519000, 350980. There are multiple sensitive receptor locations, one of which is an 

enclave within the site boundaries (Long Lane Farm). There is also a sensitive receptor within 100 

metres of the installation boundary; Terry Booth Farm, which consists of two Grade II listed buildings 

to the east of the poultry units. 

As part of the Applicant’s plans to improve production and expand operations to meet consumer 

demand, the Applicant is proposing to improve and expand various owned Sites within the area. The 

Proposed Development would increase the capacity of birds that are able to be kept on the farm to 

192,000 birds (an increase from 72,000). The farm currently contains 18 mobile poultry units that will 

be demolished and replaced by 6 permanent free-range poultry units. Hens approximately 15-16 

weeks old will be brought on to the farm and will remain until approximately 76 weeks old. The 

proposed units will be single storey, and two new access roads will be constructed within the site to 

serve some of the new units.  

The design draws on the characteristics of the local area regarding agricultural buildings. Additionally, 

using landscape planting and positioning units away from existing buildings, the golf course and 

boundary edge; the Proposed Development aims to reduce any setting and visual impacts on nearby 

receptors. Landscaping planting would use local native species and also provide shelter for the 

chickens.  

Regarding manure removal, the proposed units would contain belts, scrapers, cross conveyors and 

elevators that remove manure at least weekly into trailers for off-site disposal.  

Also, an improved operational waste management and pollution control system will be put in place, 
with more frequent removal of waste arisings for off-site disposal and use of a concrete pad with a 
drainage channel and underground slurry tank.  

All units would be equipped with guttering and downpipes for collection of clean roof water. Ground 

conditions at the site are unsuitable for the use of soakways or other forms of infiltration, all surface 

water generated would continue to discharge to the local drainage network at present.  

Clean run-off would be isolated from any areas used for waste management or other potential 

contaminants.  

Milled feed will be delivered to the site and stored in 2 grain silos at each unit (total of 12 silos).  

Mortalities are removed daily and stored in a freezer for removal under the Fallen Stock Scheme. 

At the end of the production period the houses are depopulated, the litter and manure is removed, 

the houses and equipment washed and disinfected before being restocked. The underground 

washwater storage tanks will be purpose built and meet current legal and best practice requirements 

with a certified life of at least 20 years. 

The new poultry houses will meet Best Available Techniques for housing design and management. 
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A dust assessment has taken place to outline risks and potential impacts of the construction and 

operational phases. Mitigation, enhancement and monitoring processes have also been prepared.  

Odour and Noise assessments have indicated that the Proposed Development will have a negligible 

adverse and low impact effect on the area respectively. The applicant has in place noise, odour and 

dust & bioaerosol management plans. 

The development has already secured planning consent from North Kesteven District Council 

(17/0524/FUL). An Environmental Impact Assessment was provided with the planning application in 

accordance with the Town & Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2011. 

This Environmental Impact Assessment included reviewing likely impacts of odour on the surrounding 

area which were determined to be insignificant. Noise mitigation measures were required for 

electrically powered fans in the east of the site. 

 


