
REF: NTS NON TECHNICAL SUMMARY 

Restarigg Farm Ltd is owned by Niamh Martin. The operation involves free range laying hens and is 

managed by the site manager Anita Sharma. Following the development of new buildings the farm 

will have the capacity for 59,500 laying birds at two sites.  

Current operations are centred at Restarigg Farm.  Layer Shed 1  houses a 11,370 bird  flock as a flat 

deck system. The building is constructed of insulated steel profile sheets and roof on a concrete 

base. Ventilation is a natural system with air entering the buildings at the eaves with roof vents and 

a ventilation fan on one gable. The building was constructed in 2008 and is in good condition. An 

automatic egg conveyor transfers eggs to a packing and grading room on the southern end of the 

building.  

Depletion involves the transfer of birds off the farm to be disposed at a licenced abattoir.  

Planning permission was granted for a second building (Lancaster Planning Authority –Application 

16/01413/FUL) with a capacity of 32,000 birds in an aviary system. The building currently houses two 

flocks of 14,280 birds per flock. The building has been built to the Best Available Techniques as 

detailed in How to Comply (EPR 6.09 Sector Guidance Note). The ventilation system is side inlets and 

ridge ventilation fans. Ventilation rates can be adjusted to control temperatures.  

A further building for 16,000 birds in an aviary system has recently received planning permission at 

Parsons Field . This unit is expected to be constructed and come into operation in 2020. The unit will 

be built to the Best Available Techniques as detailed in How to Comply (EPR 6.09 Sector Guidance 

Note). 

Point of lay pullets are introduced to the farm at 16 weeks of age where they stay until depletion 15 

months later. The sheds are then cleaned out in preparation for the following crop of birds.   

Following depletion the of litter is removed from the building by skid steer and loaded directly to 

spreaders  to be transported from the holding by contractor. The litter is not spread within 4 miles of 

the unit. The building is power-washed and disinfected. Washings are collected in an underground 

tank and removed by contractor to be spread off the farm.  

Laying House 1 is bedded with straw prior to a new crop of birds being introduced.  

Feed is purchased from an independent feed supplier and stored in bulk bins. Diets are formulated 

according to the age and stage of development through the laying period. Minerals and vitamins are 

adjusted to meet needs. Birds have access to range outside the building in a fenced compound with 

natural and artificial shade.  

Bird mortalities are recorded daily and deadstock stored in a deep freeze. A licenced deadstock 

collector removes the birds when notified by the manager.  

Restarigg Farm is an assured egg producer supplying Stonegate Eggs. The farm is operated in  

compliance with the Lion Egg Code, RSPCA Freedom Foods Standards and Defra animal Welfare 

Codes. A comprehensive recording system is in place to monitor feed and water intake and bird 

weights. This ensures high standards of animal health and reduces the risk of environmental impacts 



through careful monitoring of all aspects of management, building maintenance and equipment 

failure.  


