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From: John Metcalfe <JohnM@ruralfutures.co.uk>
Sent: 05 June 2020 23:19
To: Palmer, Clara
Subject: RE: Permit Application - EPR/FP3730QR/A001 - not duly made request for further 

information
Attachments: EAMP.pdf; Raw Material Inventory.pdf; DBMP.pdf; REF PF.pdf; REF PFPARSONS 

FIELD.docx; REF TS.pdf; NTS.pdf; Screening Report.pdf

Hello Clara 

I’ve answered your queries below under each if the bulleted points. I apologise if some of the reference numbers did 
not tally. An application was submitted and subsequently returned as the owner of the business did not pay the fee. 
By the time the second application was made some changes were made and document references got altered. I’m 
not sure why you have received documents with no data attached.  

If there are any areas which still need to be addressed please let me know and I’ll hopefully be able to deal with 
them quickly.  

To avoid blocking your inbox I’ll attach the remaining docs in a further email. 

Regards 

John 

John Metcalfe 

ruralfutures 
T. 01524 736845 
M. 07791 488410 
Rural Futures (North West) Ltd, 78a Main St, Warton, Nr Carnforth, LA5 9PG 
e. johnm@ruralfutures.co.uk

From: Palmer, Clara [mailto:Clara.Palmer@environment-agency.gov.uk]  
Sent: 07 May 2020 12:25 
To: John Metcalfe 
Subject: Permit Application - EPR/FP3730QR/A001 - not duly made request for further information 

Dear Mr Metcalfe, 

I am emailing regarding your application below: 

Site Name: Restarigg Farm & Parsons Field 
Application Reference: EPR/FP3730QR/A001 
Operator: Restarigg Farm Limited 

Many thanks for your time on the phone. 

As we discussed, there are some additional pieces of information we need in order to duly make your application. 
These are as follows: 
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1) Meeting Best Available Techniques (BAT) – deep litter 31b0
• As we discussed, the installation will have to meet Best Available Techniques (BAT): http://eur-

lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32017D0302&from=EN in full from the first day of 
operation. 

• Even though this is an existing farm, it is considered to be new in terms of BAT, as, if the permit is issued
successfully, the site will be newly permitted. 

• According to the information submitted with your Pre-application for this site (in May 2018), part of the
proposed application, Laying Shed 1, is described as being a free range ‘perchery with deep litter’ with 
manure accumulation over 15 months. This does not meet BAT 31B0 for Ammonia unless there is an air 
cleaning device, which does not appear to be mentioned in the permit application. Please see the extract 
below, taken from page 28 of the document linked above: 

• Please note that we are working from the document submitted with the Pre-Application where 11,500 of the
bird places requested were categorised as “barn and free range layers, perchery, with deep litter”. As 
there were a few details missing from your application (listed below), this may have now changed, if so, 
please let us know in your response.  

 Confirm:
a) If ‘deep litter with a manure pit’ (as per the extract above) is an accurate description of the proposed

system, or provide an alternative explanation/summary of the BAT-compliant system the Operator wishes 
to use instead.* 

b) If this is an accurate description, explain how the Operator will meet BAT. E.g: are planning to use an air
cleaning system etc? As above. 

*Since our phone conversation, I understand that it will no longer be a deep litter system, so please
summarise the new proposed system.  

Please see the description of operations in the TS & NTS documents attached which I think will provide an accurate 
overview of the operations 

2) BAT Summary
 Provide a summary of how you will meet other applicable BAT measures.
• The current emission factor for the housing types you have proposed, stated in your Pre-application form is

0.21. However, because the farm will be ‘new’ in terms of BAT (as explained above), you will need to 
demonstrate how the Operator will reduce the emission factor down to 0.13, to demonstrate that they can 
meet the new BAT Associated Emission Level for newly permitted housing. For example: feed protein 
reduction, etc. (If you search by ‘protein’ in the document linked above, you will find further information on 
this).  

• Let me know if there are any issues with this and I can provide further guidance.

The figure of 0.21 is incorrect as you’ll see the system is a flat deck system with a perforated floor and drained 
system. This figure should be in the box stating “litter system with perforated floor and forced drying”.  

3) Non-technical summary
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 Provide a non-technical summary of your application.
• This should include a basic summary of the activities at the farm, a breakdown of the numbers and types of

livestock (including details of housing and ventilation types) and a summary of the control measures 
arising from your risk assessment. 

• I note this was referenced as supporting documentation in your application form as ‘NTS’ and ‘NTS1’, but it
did not appear to be attached to the application email. 

• At the moment we do not know the full scope of the proposed operations and may have further queries
following the receipt of your non-technical summary. 

Attached 

4) Dust and bio-aerosol management plan
• If there is a sensitive receptor within 100 metres of the proposed installation boundary for new bespoke or

substantial variations, a dust and bio-aerosol management plan must be submitted with your application. 
Please note that this is measures from the nearest part of their property including their garden / grounds, 
and is relevant even if the receptor is a farmhouse or farm worker’s house. Further guidance available 
here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/intensive-farming-risk-assessment-for-your-environmental-permit#air-
emissions-dust-and-bioaerosols 

 Submit a dust and bio-aerosol management plan.

• The risk assessment should be qualitative rather than quantitative and take a form similar to an odour or
noise a management plan. It should be a standalone document.  

• Please note that there is an additional fee required for the assessment of this document, detailed in point 6
below. 

Attached 

5) Summary of management system
 Provide a summary of your environmental management system.
Guidance on what information should be included in your management system is available here: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/develop-a-management-system-environmental-permits 
I note this document was referenced as supporting information in your application form as ‘MS’ and ‘MS1’, but 
it did not appear to be attached to the application email. 

Attached 

6) Additional fees
a) Habitats fee

As advised in the Pre-application advice, you are required to pay a habitats assessment fee. This is 
because the proposed installation is within the 5 km screening distance of European Habitats. Therefore 
you are required to pay a £779 assessment fee, reference 1.19.2 of our charging scheme: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permitting-charging-scheme-2019 

b) Bioaerosol fee
As the installation is within 100 metres of sensitive receptors to dust and bioaerosols, you are required to 
pay an assessment fee of £620, reference 1.19.9 of our charging scheme (as linked above).  

 To make this payment, either follow the instructions attached to complete an electronic transfer by BACS.
Or alternatively, email our Permitting Support Centre: PSC@environment-agency.gov.uk, quoting your 
application reference: EPR/FP3730QR/A001, and request them to give you a call back to make a card 
payment if you prefer.  

The applicant is under the impression that he has made payment for this. Could you check and let us know please? 

7) Environmental risk assessment (ERA)
• There was an environmental risk assessment submitted with the application, reference ‘H1 ERA’, however,

the tables in this document appear (from our end) to be blank. It looks to be in the correct format of 
source, pathway receptor when populated.  

 Populate your ERA according to our instructions: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/risk-assessments-for-your-
environmental-permit 
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I am certain this document was completed and I’ll try and gain access to our office which has been closed since 
coronoviris lockdown as the office is part of a house with vulnerable residents (85 years old and very nervous about 
things).  
 

8) Technical standards 
• Your application form references a Technical Standards document, ‘TS’, in response to question 8.a. It does 

not appear to be attached to your application email. 
 Provide a Technical Standards document describing full Operating Techniques.  
• This should to ensure compliance with our guidance: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/297084/geho0110brsb-e-
e.pdf 

 
Attached 

 
9) Other missing supporting information 

Your application form references additional documentation which appears to be missing from your application 
email, for example: 
• Raw Materials Inventory, reference ‘RMI’, 
• ‘PF1’ referenced in section 2.C. of your application form, 
• ‘SP/REST’, ‘SP/PF’ and ‘EMMISSPLAN’ referenced in Section 5 of your application form. 
 Provide the missing information above with your response, to aid understanding of the operation. 

 
RMI should have been attached as Appendix 4 of the Environmental Accident Plan Both attached now.  
The referenced docs SP are Site Plans for Restarigg Farm and Parsons Field. I’ve attached but I think they have been 
sent probably with a different reference number (sorry!) The Emissions Plan is also attached. 
 
 

10) Information to update ammonia screening 
Ammonia screenings are required to be in date (within 6 months), as yours is dated June 2018, we will re-do 
it when I have received a reply to this email in terms of ammonia. To do this, we require clarification on the 
following points:  
 
a) Manure quantity  
In your Pre-application request (May 2018), you specified the manure storage quantities as follows: 

 
We require the figure for the maximum storage at any one time. 
 Confirm if this is e.g. 405 tonnes or an alternative figure. 

 
The applicant has confirmed that the figure is 10 tonnes per week from the manure belts which is removed three 
times Monday, Wednesday & Friday  
 

b) Ventilation 
 Confirm the speed of the ventilation in metres per second (m/s).  
E.g. i) high velocity = 7-14 m/s with a height of 5.5 metres or above, 

ii) low velocity = 2-7 m/s with a height of 3.5 metres or above, 
iii) other, e.g. natural ventilation. 

 
Ventilation in Laying shed 3 is high velocity 
In Laying shed 1 it is medium velocity 
 
Further points to note 
 
We may also require some minor amendments to the drainage plan and site plan, but this can be done during 
determination in this case (as the BAT issue is the key issue to resolve at this stage). 
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Until we receive the NTS we do not know how / if the sheds will be heated. There may be further queries raised in 
relation to this upon receipt of the NTS, for example: if there are any biomass boilers, I note from the site plan this 
does not appear to be the case.  

Provide the information above to us by Monday 8th June. (We have allowed extra time due to the challenges of the 
current Coronavirus outbreak and remote working). 

Please feel free to email or call with any queries. 

Many thanks, 

Clara 

Clara Palmer 
Permitting Officer | National Permitting Service 
Environment Agency  

Clara.Palmer@environment-agency.gov.uk 
External: 020 847 48946 | Internal: 48946 | Mobile: 07769 362233 

Information in this message may be confidential and may be legally privileged. If you have received this 
message by mistake, please notify the sender immediately, delete it and do not copy it to anyone else. We 
have checked this email and its attachments for viruses. But you should still check any attachment before 
opening it. We may have to make this message and any reply to it public if asked to under the Freedom of 
Information Act, Data Protection Act or for litigation. Email messages and attachments sent to or from any 
Environment Agency address may also be accessed by someone other than the sender or recipient, for 
business purposes.  


