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Stones, Trudy Anne

From: Raymond, Sarah
Sent: 03 February 2023 14:52
To: Mark.McAree@jacobs.com; Karen Fuller
Subject: Application Variation - Hogsmill STC - Further clarification
Attachments: Draft IC for covering tanks.pdf

 
Hello Mark/Karen 
 
Thankyou for your submission in response to the request for further information dated 13/1/2023. On 
review on the information provided I have the below clarification points. In order for us to duly make your 
application please provide a response by the 10/02/2023.  
 

1) Payment of outstanding fees 
 
We identified in our request for further information (RFI) an outstanding balance of £5,206. We cannot 
locate this payment.  
 
Provide the payment date and reference. (Please note question 2 below which requires the 
additional payment of £793.) 
 

2) Diesel Generators 
 
You currently have permitted under EPR/LP3138LP/V006 emission points A8, A9, A10 and A11.  
 
Confirm if these will provide power, or heat to the installation activity.(i.e. be a directly associated 
activity of the installation) 
 

3) Head of works – Waste Activity 
 

Your initial application advises that Hogsmill STC does not have an offloading point for imported wastes at 
the works inlet, and that this aspect is included within the variation application for future operational 
flexibility and resiliency of Hogsmill STW within the wider TWUL area. In response to this our RFI dated 
13/1/2023 advised that we would not be progressing with the activity relating to ‘Table C3-1b(ii): Waste 
accepted at the head of the works import point’ as we do not permit to future proof permits. Applications 
submitted must clearly show how you will comply with the relevant appropriate measure/guidance.  In 
response to the RFI you have advised that you do wish to proceed with this activity, providing form B4 and 
a non-technical summary, however you have not provided payment for this activity, and not provided clarity 
on any updates you have made, or propose to make which would change the position provided in your 
initial application.  
 

a) Provide a written document, describing how you have updated or propose to update 
your site to implement an offloading point to allow for the acceptance of waste 

b) Provide an assessment of how your activities comply with the relevant appropriate 
measures Biological waste treatment: appropriate measures for permitted facilities - 
1. When appropriate measures apply - Guidance - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) and Non-
hazardous and inert waste: appropriate measures for permitted facilities, or clearly 
identify within your application the relevant section which identify how you will 
comply with the relevant appropriate measures Biological waste treatment: 
appropriate measures for permitted facilities - 1. When appropriate measures apply - 
Guidance - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). 
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c) Provide payment for the bespoke waste activity identified as the physical treatment 
of non-hazardous waste relating to ‘Table C3-1b(ii): Waste accepted at the head of 
the works import point’, or remove this activity from your application. 

 
4) Covering of open tanks. 

 
You have advised as part of your response that “Thames Water commits to covering permitted open top 
tanks at the facility in accordance with the IED and BAT 14. Thames Water will take a risk-based approach, 
including use of PAS110, to determine our approach to abatement if required for individual tanks at 
Hogsmill. Engineering design assessment may result in replacement of tanks or reduction in number of 
applicable tanks. Our programme of delivery will need to be phased so that for each location a minimum 
number of existing AD tanks are always in continued operation to ensure process requirements are met. 
Thames Water will use PAS110 to determine whether individual tanks are biologically active. Non-
biologically active tanks will be considered in accordance with the guidance Covering Slurry Lagoons 
(publishing.service.gov.” 
 
Following our review of your response we would like to clarify that the improvement conditions (IC) will 
require evidence to demonstrate the stability of stored digestate in open tanks (in other words, its potential 
to emit biogas). Should such evidence demonstrate that digestate is unstable we will require as part of the 
IC, a plan containing the final designs, and an implementation schedule for the installation of covers for 
vessels undertaking anaerobic digestion and storing or treatment of unstable digestate. The plan must also 
contain a detailed description of the proposed gas utilisation plant, gas storage infrastructure for the biogas 
produced during anaerobic digestion, pressure relief valves and gas pipework. 
 
Where digestate is identified as stable we will require as part of an improvement condition a ‘waste water 
and digestate storage enclosure plan’ which must contain the final designs and implementation schedule. 
The report shall include evidence that the tank and lagoon enclosures/covers will be designed and installed 
in line with guidance, Biological waste treatment: appropriate measures for permitted facilities.  
 
To confirm our requirements please see attached the proposed improvement condition.  
 
Confirm that you understand the requirements of this IC. Should you wish to deviate from this 
requirement, your application would need detailed and evidence based alternative measures. 
Provide a written statement that you will seek to cover the relevant tanks in line with the above.  
 

5) ADBA Tool 
 
We requested as part of the RFI that you provide a fully completed ADBA assessment for the activities that 
you are applying for to confirm the relevant containment class. On review of the re-submitted ADBA 
assessment this does still not reflect the activities you are applying for.   
 
Provide an ADBA assessment that reflects the sources, pathways, and receptors on site – (Note 
examples provided in the sheet should be removed and replaced with Hogsmill site specific 
information). 
 

6) Emission points 
 
You have identified 3 sampling points for emissions from the Pickett Fence thickeners, it is our 
understanding that this could be undertaken from 1 sampling point.  
 
Confirm if you still require 3 sampling points for emissions from the Pickett fence thickeners. If you 
can provide 1 sampling point update your emission point plan to reflect this. 
 
Should you have any questions in relation to the above please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Sarah Raymond 
Senior Permitting Officer – Installations 
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Environment Agency | Trentside Offices, Scarrington Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 5FA 
 
sarah.raymond@environment-agency.gov.uk 
Mobile: 07557139052 
Working days: Monday to Friday 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


