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1 INTRODUCTION 

This document is the Non-Technical Summary (NTS) that accompanies the application for a 

Bespoke Environmental Permit (EPR/JB3807MM) for an Inert Landfill at Ingham Pit, Thetford 

Road, Ingham, Bury Saint Edmunds, Suffolk, IP31 1NR, to complete the high-level restoration 

of the former sand quarry, and will be undertaken in accordance with the Restoration Plan 

(ref: B19058.102C). ( 

Planning permission (SCC/0046/20SE, dated 9th October 2020) has been granted for the 

importation of 120,000 m3 (or approximately 180,000 tonnes) of inert waste material to the 

site to improve the surface water drainage and restore the land to productive agricultural 

use. In addition, the approved Restoration Plan incorporates biodiversity enhancement 

including strengthening the existing tree belt alongside the A134 and establishing new 

habitats on the western and northern boundaries. The existing trees, hedges, and pond will 

be retained. 

Ingham Pit (hereafter ‘the Site’) will be operated by Genevieve Farms for the permanent 

deposit of inert waste. All wastes used in the restoration will be of suitable quality for bulk fill 

materials and only the upper horizon (0.5 m) as a growing medium for agricultural use. 

The restoration will provide sustainable solutions to reinstate long-term agricultural land and 

farming practices; and enhance the site’s biodiversity through new habitat creation and 

planting works. 

This report summarises the key aspects of the application and the main reports within and 

should be read in conjunction with the other supporting documents included within the 

application pack.  

The application has been prepared by WISER Environment on behalf of the applicant and 

operator Genevieve Farms. 
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2 APPLICATION 

This Bespoke Environmental Permit Application has been prepared under the Environmental 

Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016 (as amended) for a Waste Operation. 

The application seeks to permit the use of Ingham Pit, Thetford Road, Ingham, Bury Saint 

Edmunds, Suffolk, IP31 1NR within the established site boundary, for the permanent deposit 

of inert waste (D1). Limited storage of waste prior to deposit will also be undertaken (using 

the codes given in Annex II of the Waste Framework Directive (2008/98/EC) the following 

waste operations will be undertaken on the site: 

• D1: Inert Waste Landfill; and 

• D15: Temporary storage of waste pending any of the operations numbered D1 to 

D14 (excluding temporary storage, pending collection, on the site where it is 

produced). 

2.1 Site Location 

The Site is located approximately 500 metres north of Ingham village, where a church, 

residential properties and commercial buildings are located, and 7 kilometres north of Bury 

Saint Edmunds. The site is centred at National Grid Reference (NGR) TL 8565 7150. 

The entire site area is approximately 14.7 hectares, with an area of 6.4 hectares to be infilled 

with inert waste material. The site boundary is shown on drawing K173.2~20~001 Permit 

Boundary Plan. Ground elevations at the site range from approximately 51 mAOD in the 

northwest to approximately 42 mAOD in the south. The elevation at the centre of the pit is 

approximately 45 mAOD, merging with the surrounding land towards the former pit 

entrance in the south. The land is currently disused and is a part-restored former quarry. 

There is no public access to the site. 

The site is bounded to the east by the A134, with farm tracks (which is also a footpath and 

Public Rights of Way) to the south and west, and an agricultural field to the north (also 

owned and farmed by Genevieve Farms). The wider area is predominantly arable with 

further small copses and woodland, including a forestry plantation to the east. 
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Figure 1: Aerial view of the site with the permit application boundary in green. 

2.2 Environmental Setting 

The environmental setting of the site can be summarised as follows and shown on Site Setting 

Plan (ref: K173.3~20~002), a more detailed setting can be found in the Environmental Setting 

and Site Design (ESSD) Report, Hafren Water, June 2021 (Section 09 of the application pack) 

and the Environmental Risk Assessment (ref: K173.3~09~006): 

RECEPTOR DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION 

Humans and 

Property 

The Site is predominantly surrounded by agricultural land with the 

nearest residential properties situated approximately 300 metres to 

the south of the Site at Ingham Village. The next nearest residential 

properties are located approximately 770 metres away at Ampton 

Village to the east. Culford Village is located approximately 1.7 

kilometres to the southwest of the site. 

Surface Water There are inland rivers and lakes in the vicinity of the Site. Culford 

Stream, listed under the Water Framework Directive (WFD), lies 

approximately 1.6 kilometres south of the Site. 

Groundwater Cam and Ely Ouse Chalk, underlying the Site, is also listed under 

the WFD. There are two identified Groundwater Source Protection 

Zones on Site, one Inner Catchment and one Outer catchment. 

The bedrock deposits on Site are designated as a Principal Aquifer. 

The superficial deposits in the southern area are defined as a 
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RECEPTOR DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION 

Secondary A Aquifer and as a Secondary Undifferentiated Aquifer 

in the northern area. 

Designated Sites Breckland Forest (SSSI) is 1.9 kilometres northwest of the Site. The 

SSSI is also designated as both a Breckland Special Protection 

Area (SPA) and a Forest Park. 

Geology Made Ground comprising of previously deposited inert fill material. 

Superficial geology described as Croxton Sand and Gravel 

Member (Lowestoft Formation). Bedrock geology described as 

Lewes Nodular Chalk Formation, Seaford Chalk Formation, 

Newhaven Chalk Formation and Culver Chalk Formation 

(undifferentiated). 

Flooding No risk of flooding has been identified from river and/or the Site on, 

or in the vicinity of the Site.  

The risk of groundwater flooding at the Site is Negligible in the 

northwest area and Low in the northeast and southern areas. An 

area of a Moderate risk is identified in the central area of the Site. 

 

  



Non-Technical Summary  Genevieve Farms 

 

 

01/10/2021 

K173.3~09~010 
PAGE 8 OF 10 

 

3 PERMITTED OPERATIONS 

3.1 Current Operation 

The land is currently disused and is a part-restored former quarry. 

3.2 Proposed Operation 

 

The restoration will include the importation of approximately 120,000 m3 of inert materials to 

infill the existing void. The pit void to be filled is up to 5 metres in depth at its deepest part. 

This volume of infill will raise current levels to achieve a gentle sloping landform matching 

the topography of the surrounding landscape and enable future agricultural use. In 

addition, the approved Restoration Plan incorporates biodiversity enhancement including 

strengthening the existing tree belt alongside the A134 and establishing new habitats on the 

western and northern boundaries. The existing trees, hedges, and pond will be retained. The 

Restoration Plan drawing (B19058.102C) is provided in Section 05 of the application pack.  

3.3 Waste Acceptance & Processing 

The imported inert waste materials will be supplied by Culford Waste Limited from their non-

hazardous Waste Transfer Station (EPR/DB3107UV/V002), located at Balloon Barn Farm, 

approximately 1.7 kilometres to the west of the site. The operation will utilise both soil 

substitutes (sourced exclusively from Culford Waste Limited) and naturally occurring soils and 

minerals from the local area to prevent the disposal of an otherwise useful resource. 

The Waste Acceptance Procedure (K173.3~09~002) will establish the mechanism through 

which wastes would be assessed prior to importation, ensuring they meet the necessary 

specification. These basic assessments and their accompanying information will be 

reviewed by the Technically Competent Manager (or other nominated person), to ensure 

the suitability of the inert material prior to acceptance and permanent deposit. 

The proposed waste types to be accepted are presented in the List of Wastes 

(K173.3~09~007) in Section 10 of the Application pack. The imported waste materials may 

be classified as inert without having been supplied with a WAC test (e.g. naturally occurring 

soils and minerals). This will be in line with Council Decision (2003/33/EC) section 2.1.1. These 

materials pose an inherently low risk of pollution as they do not contain substances at 

concentrations that may present a risk to surface water or groundwater. Any trace metals 

are normally bound tightly in the soil matrix and therefore exhibit low leachability properties. 



Non-Technical Summary  Genevieve Farms 

 

 

01/10/2021 

K173.3~09~010 
PAGE 9 OF 10 

 

After its deposit and subsequent profiling, the already low permeability of these materials is 

further reduced. 

3.4 Site Management 

 

• A Technically Competent Manager; who will manage the operation and regularly 

attend site in compliance with the defined attendance requirement. 

• A site supervisor; who will be responsible for the ongoing operation who may also 

undertake office and plant operation duties. 

• Other trained plant operators as required. 
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4 RISK ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT 

An Environmental Risk Assessment (K173.3~09~006) is included in Section 08 of the 

application pack. The risk assessment details the key management measures for the 

protection of the environment with regards to noise and fugitive emissions (such as dust and 

particulate matter). 

The site is operated by Genevieve Farms and a management plan has been developed to 

reflect and control site operations. The Management System Summary (K173.3~09~005) is 

included in Section 04 of the application pack. The management system defines 

operational and maintenance procedures and details requirements in the event of an 

accident or incident. 


