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METHWOLD AIRFIELD POULTRY UNIT, Methwold 

ENERGY SOURCES & EFFICIENCY PLAN 
 

Energy Sources 
 
There following energy sources are used to undertake the permitted activities: - 
 
Energy Source Energy Use (Examples) 
Electricity □ Lighting in sheds, office, rest area and yard.   

□ Ventilation systems and alarms 
□ Air scrubber systems 
□ Feed supply systems 
□ Egg conveyors 
□ Water pumps 
□ Temperature controlled egg storage room 
□ Domestic water heating in rest area. 

Diesel Oil  
 

□ Fuel for the stand-by generator, available for generating electricity in the event 
of a mains electricity supply failure. 

 
Energy Efficiency Review 

 
Heating  
(Broiler-Breeder Rearing) 
 
Broiler-breeder rearing does not require heating systems to operate. Birds are placed at a later stage of 
growth (16-18 weeks old pullets) and do not require a heated environment. Fuels for heating such as LPG 
are not therefore required. 
 
Construction and management of shed environment ensures the optimum environment and minimises any 
unwanted heat loss. 
 
Electricity   
 
Electricity is mains supply. 
 
All ventilation fans have been selected so that they are appropriate power and size for the sheds.   
 
The buildings management computer control system controls the continuous ventilation system for maximum 
efficiency  
 
The fans are 3 phase low energy per m3 of air.   
  
The fans are regularly maintained and cleared of debris.  
 
Conveyor drives, fan motors and ait inlet motors are replaced as and when necessary with new and more 
efficient units if they are available and meet BAT criteria.  
 
Low energy LED lights are used in the poultry houses, control/vestibule areas, the office and stores. Variable 
lighting periods operate in the houses during the crop cycle.   
 
Diesel Oil 
 
Diesel oil is stored on site for use in the emergency “stand-by” generator in the event that there is a failure in 
mains electricity supply to the site. Electricity from the generator would be sufficient to power the systems 
and controls that provide food, water, heat and light to the poultry houses and therefore maintain a healthy 
and welfare friendly environment for the birds.  
 
The standby generator is regularly maintained and apart from regular testing is for emergency use only 
 
Recording 
 
Use of electricity, diesel oil and water is recorded and details can be supplied to the EA as required. 


