
C2.5c Non-technical Summary 

Cranswick Country Foods plc trading as Cranswick Country Foods plc (Norfolk) operates on a 

site known as Norfolk Abattoir, which is located at Brandon Road, Watton, Norfolk IP25 

6LW, National Grid Reference TF 90224 00504 as shown on the site location map document 

reference SLM 01 contained in supporting document reference C2.5a (Site Plans) and in the 

aerial photographs below. The primary purpose of the site is to receive and slaughter up to 

4800 pigs per day and to portion and package the products before placing them in chilled 

storage pending despatch for further processing off site. 

 

 

 

 



The photographs show that the site, which currently occupies an area of around 4.5 

hectares is located in a semi-rural location approximately 1km to the west of the village of 

Watton. There is a small industrial / commercial area (Threxton Road Industrial Estate) 

situated immediately to the west of the site and there are residential areas immediately to 

the east of the site. Watton Infant and Nursery school is situated approximately 600m east 

of the site. 

There are sensitive environmental receptors in the vicinity of the site. Watton Brook is 

situated approximately 300m to the north of the site and flows in a westerly direction until 

it meets with the River Wissey approximately 6km to the west of the site. Watton Brook and 

the River Wissey and their environs support fish and non-fish protected species. 

Breckland and the Norfolk Valley Fens areas are designated Special Areas of Conservation 

situated primarily to the south west of the site at a minimum distance of around 2.5km. 

Breckland is also a designated Special Protection Area situated at a minimum distance of 

around 1 km to the west south west of the site. There are two Sites of Special Scientific 

Interest, Wayland Wood and Watton in the vicinity of the site, the former approximately 

1.5km to the south east of the site and the latter approximately 1 km to the south west of 

the site.  There are several Local Wildlife Sites within 1 km of the site, situated primarily to 

the north and the south of the site. 

The site sits above a regionally important groundwater source which supports potable water 

abstractions on and in the vicinity of the site. The currently permitted site sits above  areas 

classified as Zone 1 (Inner Protection), Zone 2 (Outer Protection) and Zone 3 (Total 

Catchment) areas on shallow made ground to a depth of around 1 to 2m, above alluvium 

deposits of the Lowestoft Formation containing clay, silt, and sand / gravel to a depth of 

around 10 to 12 m. The clay becomes stiffer and denser with increasing depth before giving 

way to underlying chalk bedrock at around 12 to 15m depth.   

Further information relating to the site setting, its surroundings and its impact on the 

surrounding environment is provided in Sections C2.5b (Site Condition – Baseline Report) 

and C2.6 (Environmental Risk Assessment) of the permit variation application. 

 

The main function of the site is as an abattoir. The site is designed to receive and slaughter 

up to 4800 pigs per day (equivalent to around 125,000 tonnes finished product per year) 

and to portion and package the raw meat products for further processing off site. The 

current activities are authorised via Environmental Permit reference EPR/CP3507PJ under 

Chapters 6.8A(1)(b) and 5.4A(1)(a)(ii) of the Environmental Permitting Regulations 2016 

along with directly associated activities including raw materials storage, steam generation 

and surface water drainage. 

 

Livestock is delivered to site by road and offloaded into lairage where the animals are 

allowed to rest. Once rested, the animals are led to a sealed chamber where they are 

stunned using carbon dioxide following which they are hung and bled. The blood is 



collected, stored and shipped off site for use in rendering. The carcasses are scalded using 

steam / hot water sprays prior to de-nailing and singeing to remove hair, and then 

eviscerated to remove all internal organs. The majority of the internal organs removed are 

retained separately for use in human and animal food production and the remainder, along 

with other un-usable items, are collected and stored in a dedicated animal by-product waste 

storage area before being shipped off site to rendering. The cleaned carcasses are 

butchered, portioned and trimmed and then packaged under modified atmosphere 

conditions to assist in preserving the product, before being placed into chilled storage 

pending shipment off site. 

The current production processes result in point source releases to air from natural gas fired 

boiler plant, natural gas fired pig carcass singeing plant, ventilation air extraction outlets, 

tank vents and vessel / refrigeration plant emergency pressure relief vents designated  F1 to 

F28 in the environmental permit. The boiler plant has dual fuel capability and may be fired 

on gas oil if it becomes necessary (eg. interruption of natural gas supply). 

The current production processes result in point source releases to surface water (a 

drainage ditch network which flows into Watton Brook) consisting of clean, uncontaminated 

surface and roof water from the site from points designated 1 through to 21 in the 

environmental permit. 

The current production processes result in point source releases to sewer / off-site disposal. 

Process derived waste water is pumped from a pumping station designated point PS4 in the 

environmental permit, to off-site lagoons owned and operated by a third party, and stored 

pending spreading on land, also owned and operated by the third party, for agricultural 

benefit. 

There are no emission limits or monitoring requirements set in the permit in relation to 

releases to air. There are no limits or monitoring requirements set in the permit for 

uncontaminated surface and roof water run off releases to water except for the 

requirement that there be no visible oil and grease based on weekly observation. There are 

no limits set in the permit for releases to sewer / off-site disposal (disposal of process 

derived waste water discharged to off-site lagoons and stored pending spreading on land for 

agricultural benefit) although quarterly monitoring based on 24 hour composite samples is 

required for a number of analytes and continuous flow monitoring is required. Monitoring 

conditions relating to flow (instantaneous and cumulative daily rate), pH, chemical oxygen 

demand, biological oxygen demand, nitrate, phosphate, ammonia and suspended solids are 

set.  

 

There are no releases from the processes directly to land or groundwater. Further details 

relating to process emissions are provided in Section C3.2 (Emissions to Air, Water and 

Land) of the permit variation application. 



There are no pathways by which fugitive emissions from the site to land or groundwater can 

reach the identified sensitive receptors as all site working surfaces are sealed with 

reinforced concrete or other impermeable surfaces and served by drainage systems 

designed to collect process derived waste water and site surface/ roof water. As described 

above, process derived waste water is collected and screened before being pumped to off-

site storage lagoons owned and operated by a third party. The lagoon contents are spread 

on land for agricultural benefit. Uncontaminated site surface and roof water is discharged to 

a local drainage ditch which flows into Watton Brook. Aerial emissions from the process 

(primarily combustion gases from natural gas fired boiler plant and natural gas fired pig 

carcass singeing plant) are incapable of impacting significantly on the receptors.  

In relation to fugitive emissions to air, whilst the raw materials handled on site are 

putrescible and therefore potentially odorous, the strict hygiene conditions applied to all 

aspects of the production operation and the adoption of best available techniques (as 

defined in Technical Guidance Note EPR 6.12 (The Red Meat(Cattle, Sheep and Pigs) Sector) 

issued by the Environment Agency and relevant parts of the European BAT reference 

document for Slaughterhouses and Animal By-products Industries) from livestock receipt 

through processing to final product packaging and storage pending dispatch, and including 

routine thorough cleaning regimes for all plant, equipment and infrastructure in production 

areas, effectively eliminates or reduces to an absolute minimum the potential for odorous 

releases from these sources.  

The site also provides office and amenity accommodation for around 1300 staff and car 

parking facilities for around 200 vehicles.  

 

It is intended to install an effluent treatment plant (ETP) to treat the site’s process derived 

waste water. As a result, the transfer of process derived waste water to off-site storage 

lagoons and subsequent spreading on land will cease. The ETP will incorporate physical, 

physico-chemical and biological treatment stages including primary influent screening, 

dissolved air flotation, aerobic biological treatment and sludge dewatering. The use of 

biological treatment will introduce a chapter 5.4A(1)(a)(i) activity to the currently authorised 

EPR Schedule 1 listed activities in the site’s environmental permit. The ETP will operate 

continuously and be capable of treating up to 825 m3 waste water per day (around 290,000 

m3 per year). The main items of plant and equipment which make up the ETP, excluding 

large waste water processing vessels, will be located within a purpose designed building.  

The effluent processing plant comprises primary screening of influents using a rotary filter 

followed by separation of oils and fats using dissolved air flotation plant. The resulting pre-

treated water is then fed to the biological stage of the process which uses a continuously 

circulating system to simultaneously treat COD/BOD by aerobic digestion, remove 

phosphate by chemical dosing with Ferric Sulphate, and to reduce nitrate formed in the 

aeration tank. The treated water is subjected to tertiary treatment using sand filtration and 

activated carbon adsorption prior to final discharge.  Excess activated sludge is removed 

from the process via a dissolved air flotation plant and the resulting concentrated sludge 



separated in the process is dewatered using a continuously decanting centrifuge. The 

dewatered sludge is sent to off-site disposal by anaerobic digestion with energy recovery.  

 

The process is shown in the schematic diagram below. 

 

It is proposed to discharge the treated effluent from the ETP to a local surface water course, 

Watton Brook, as enquiries made of Anglian Water have revealed that a discharge to sewer 

is not viable. The existing sewerage network and the local sewage treatment works would 

require very substantial upgrading to accommodate the proposed discharge and the 

upgrading work would take in excess of three years to complete. Further details regarding 

the outcome of discussions with Anglian Water are provided in Section C3.2 (Emissions to 

Air, Land and Water) of the permit variation application.  

The ETP discharge will flow in an approximately westerly direction via a newly installed 

below ground pipeline before connecting to an existing below ground line and continuing 

northwards until it enters Watton Brook at National Grid Reference TF89956 00909. The 

influent pipeline to the ETP will be installed as a branch from the existing pipeline through 

which raw effluent is currently transferred to the off-site storage lagoons. The influent 



pipeline will include sections which run both below and above  ground from the existing 

permitted site to the south of Brandon Road, will use an existing crossing point beneath a 

road bridge on Brandon Road, and will continue again via sections of pipeline installed both 

above and below ground until it reaches the ETP.  Drawings showing the ETP influent and 

discharge pipeline routes and further information relating to installation details are 

provided in Sections C2.5a (Site Plans) and C3.1 (Activities to be Varied) of the permit 

variation application.   

Further technical details relating to the new effluent treatment plant and associated 

infrastructure are provided in Section C3.1 (Activities to be Varied) of the permit variation 

application.  

Introduction of the effluent treatment plant will require the site to be extended including an 

extension of the existing permit area boundary as shown in the aerial photograph below. All 

of the land onto which the operating site will be extended to accommodate the ETP is 

owned and used for industrial / commercial activities by Cranswick Country Foods plc but at 

present the use involves only non-permitted activities (car and LGV parking, maintenance 

workshops etc).  

The proposed permit area extension shown in blue on the aerial photograph below includes, 

in addition to the ETP and associated infrastructure, the on-site access road and the route of 

the ETP discharge pipeline carrying the treated water to Watton Brook. It does not cover 

other areas of land to the North of Brandon Road currently owned and operated by 

Cranswick. (note that the permit area boundary lines shown are indicative only – scaled 

drawings which accurately depict permit area boundary lines are provided in Section C2.5a, 

Site Plans, of the permit variation application) 

 



The currently permitted site occupies an area of around 4.5 Hectares. The extended 

permitted site will occupy a total area of around 5.3 Hectares. 

Further technical details relating to the new ETP building and associated service areas 

including infrastructure, drainage, lighting, noise attenuation measures etc. are provided in 

Section C3.1 (Activities to be Varied) of the permit variation application. Site plans showing 

the revised site layout and identifying the main features of the extended site, extended / 

new drainage systems, etc. are provided in Section C2.5a (Site Plans) of the permit variation 

application.  A Plan showing the proposed revised permit area boundary is also provided in 

Section C2.5a of the application. Further details relating to the condition of the extended 

site are provided in Section B2.5b (Site Condition – Baseline Report) of the permit variation 

application.  

Introduction of the ETP will not affect the processing capacity of the site. With the exception 

of the diversion of process derived waste water from the offsite storage lagoons and 

subsequent land spreading, existing permitted operations at the site will not be affected.  

 

Extension of the site and the introduction of the new effluent treatment plant and 

associated infrastructure will not significantly change the environmental risk profile of the 

site with the exception of the effluent treatment plant discharge to the surface water 

course, Watton Brook.  

Introduction of the ETP will impact on process emissions from the facility as a whole.  

In relation to emissions from point sources, the development will introduce a new point 

source emission point to surface water (the effluent treatment plant discharge to Watton 

Brook) and a new point source emission point to air (air extraction from the new effluent 

treatment plant building). There will be two further emission points to air introduced in the 

form of vent points from two enclosed storage tanks, one tank being an emergency 

diversion storage tank for waste water and the other being a buffer storage tank for waste 

bio-sludge prior to dewatering. The emissions form these vessels are not continuous as the 

tanks are not designed for continuous use. The emergency diversion tank is designed to hold 

raw effluent on a temporary basis in circumstances when the ETP if off line (eg.in the event 

of a breakdown or for maintenance purposes) or to hold treated effluent which fails to meet 

the required discharge quality standard and therefore requires reprocessing or removal 

from site. The tank is fitted with aeration diffusers to prevent stagnation of the contents 

when the tank is in service. The sludge buffer tank is designed to hold waste bio-sludge on a 

temporary basis where direct feed to the dewatering plant is not possible (eg. if the 

decanting centrifuge is offline due to a breakdown or for maintenance purposes)  The new 

point source emission points are located as shown on the site plans reference 19-L27-IP006 

(releases to water) and 19-L27-IP007 (releases to air) provided at Section C2.5a (Site Plans) 

of the permit variation application.  The impacts of the discharge to Watton Brook are 

considered in detail in Section C2.6 (Environmental Risk Assessment) of the permit variation 

application There will be no changes to or removals of existing emission point locations to 

air or water as identified in the existing environmental permit and the quantity and 



composition of emissions from these existing emission points will generally be unchanged. 

The emission point to sewer / off-site disposal described in table S3.3 of the permit will be 

removed.  

Further details relating to process emissions are provided in Section C3.2 (Emissions to Air, 

Land and Water) of the permit variation application. Further details relating to emissions 

monitoring are provided in Section C3.4a (Emissions Monitoring) of the permit variation 

application. 

In relation to emissions from diffuse and fugitive sources, in particular odour emissions, 

introduction of the ETP will have the potential to impact on emissions from the facility as a 

whole. Given the nature of the activities undertaken at the site and the close proximity of 

sensitive receptors to the site, robust systems and procedures have been developed and 

implemented at the existing site in line with best available techniques guidance, to ensure 

that the site does not become a source of odour and/or noise nuisance. 

As the vast majority of existing activities undertaken at the site take place within enclosed 

buildings (with the exception of livestock delivery and final product despatch) the potential 

for generating noise likely to cause disturbance at off-site receptors is limited.  Introduction 

of the ETP is not considered likely to impact significantly on noise emitted from the site. The 

potential for fugitive odorous emissions from existing activities is significantly greater and 

whilst the introduction of the ETP is not considered likely to increase the potential for odour 

emissions to any great degree, it is recognised that waste water treatment processes have 

the potential to give rise to odorous emissions. Consequently, Cranswick Country Foods plc 

engaged expert Consultants to undertake both odour and noise impact assessments at the 

planning and design stage of the proposed ETP development. The assessment outcomes are 

summarised below. Full details of the assessments are provided in Section C2.6 

(Environmental Risk Assessment) of the permit variation application. 

 

In relation to noise, Consultants Hepworth Acoustics concluded, based on background noise 

monitoring undertaken on 27 and 28 April and on information provided by the proposed 

ETP plant and equipment supplier, that;  

In conclusion to the foregoing, based on the information provided to us and the 

assessment process described, there is no apparent constraint to the proposed ETP 

development by reason of noise. Relatively standard building materials will be suitable for 

the ETP building envelope, however it is recommended that all cladding to the building, 

plus any doors to the blower room, all provide a sound insulation rating of at least 25dB 

Rw. This is a modest level of sound insulation that will be readily achieved. 

 

In relation to odour, Consultants Redmore Environmental concluded, based on 

representative emissions data taken from similar plant, identified receptors in the vicinity of 

the site, and using an ADMS-5.2 dispersion modelling tool, that; 



 Odours from a number of sources on site have the potential to cause impacts at 

sensitive locations. An Odour Assessment was therefore undertaken to consider 

effects in the vicinity of the plant.  

 Potential odour releases were defined based on the size and nature of the 

proposed plant. These were represented within a dispersion model produced using 

ADMS-5. Impacts at sensitive receptor locations in the vicinity of the site were 

quantified, the results compared with the relevant odour benchmark levels and the 

significance assessed in accordance with the IAQM guidance.  

 Predicted odour concentrations were below the relevant EA odour benchmark level 

at all sensitive locations for all modelling years. The significance of predicted 

impacts was defined as slight at four receptors and negligible at twelve locations.  

 In accordance with the stated guidance, the overall odour effects as a result of the 

proposals are predicted to be not significant. As such, potential odour emissions 

from the unit are not considered to represent a constraint to the development. 

 

Notwithstanding the conclusions reached in the Redmore Environmental odour assessment, 

the site has in place an Odour Management Plan to assist in preventing odorous releases, to 

identify monitoring strategies in order to confirm that measures in place to prevent odorous 

releases are effective and, if monitoring reveals the presence of odours at unacceptable 

levels to ensure that effective and timely response actions are taken. 

Further information relating to odour and noise emissions and their prevention and control 

is provided in Section C3.3b (General Requirements) of the permit variation application.  

Introduction of the ETP will also impact on other aspects of the operation. 

As described earlier in this section of the permit variation application, there are sensitive 

receptors located in the vicinity of the site. Consequently, Cranswick Country Foods plc 

engaged Consultants Hopkins Ecology to undertake Ecology and Habitats assessments in 

relation to the proposed ETP installation. Full details of the assessments are provided in 

Section C2.6 (Environmental Risk Assessment) of the permit variation application.  

 

The Ecology Assessment, based on observations made during visits to the site, concluded 

that; 

The site of the proposed the effluent treatment plant is an area that was formerly heavily 

disturbed but is now used infrequently for storage of materials and parking.  

The vegetation that has largely developed since the 2000s comprises a mix of scrub, tall 

ruderal and ephemeral / short perennial vegetation, and there is also extensive bare 

earth. A hedgerow runs along the north boundary. Outside of the Site boundary, on the 

wider plot where it is located, there is additional areas of scrub and herb vegetation, and a 

west and east boundary hedgerow. 



The effluent pipe to the effluent treatment plant will run through the existing works 

complex, but the route is to be finalised. The treated effluent pipe runs through an 

improved sheep pasture to the Watton Brook.  

The hedgerows qualify as the priority Hedgerow Habitat of Principal Importance.  

The following are specifically considered to be absent from the Site: • Great crested newts. 

One waterbody within 250m is assessed to be potentially suitable breeding habitat, but it 

is assessed as too distant considering the size of the Site for impacts on great crested 

newts to be likely. As such irrespective of whether they are present in this pond or not, 

impacts on great crested newts are assessed as negligible.  

The species scoped in as possibly present are: • Water voles, which were not recorded 

during the survey and are very unlikely to be present, but whose presence cannot be 

wholly discounted on the basis that the survey was roughly two weeks earlier that the 

earliest start date within the survey guidance. • Otters, as transitory individuals. • 

Reptiles, as occasional transitory grass snakes. • Foraging bats in low numbers. • Nesting 

birds, both common species and also possibly more specialist scrub associated species. • 

Hedgehogs. • Widespread but declining moths.  

The overall significance of the ecological impacts of the scheme are considered to be low, 

based on the habitat to be lost and overall extent of loss, albeit with some requirement for 

mitigation. This considers both the on-site habitats (including pasture) and species. 

 

The Habitats assessment concluded that; 

Three European sites are identified as potentially relevant, as judged by distance or 

association with downstream wetland habitat:  

• Breckland Special Protection Area (SPA), 1.12km south west. Designated for three birds 

associated with grassland, heathland and farmland. Stone curlews are the main focus of 

this assessment.  

• Breckland Special Area of Conservation (SAC), 2.9km south west. Designated for some 

aquatic habitats as well as terrestrial habitat. The only SAC connected to the watercourse 

flowing from the Site is part of the Breckland SAC, which straddles the River Wissey 6.9km 

(Euclidean distance) from the Site.  

• Norfolk Valley Fens SAC, 13.1km west (Euclidean). Designated for wetland habitat. There 

are closer Norfolk Valley Fens sites, but these are not near the Watton Brook nor the River 

Wissey.  

Two pathways of potential impact are readily screened out, namely general disturbance 

and impacts of treated effluent. The general disturbance from the construction and 

operation of the scheme are thought to have small zones of influence, far less than the 

distance to the Breckland SPA. The effluent quality and volume will be covered by an 

Environment Agency permitting regime, and also the length of the watercourse before it 



reaches the SAC is substantial. Neither of these pathways will impact the integrity of any 

sites. 

The Site lies within a 1500m buffer for the Breckland SPA, where the visual intrusion of 

buildings is thought to be a pathway of potential impact on stone curlews. The existing 

disturbance regime along the Breckland SPA boundary is relevant. The Peddars Way runs 

alongside the SPA boundary, and therefore there is almost certainly a high level of existing 

disturbance along the eastern part of the SPA and resultant avoidance of that area by 

stone curlews. The level of visual disturbance caused by the scheme will therefore be very 

low in absolute terms, as determined on a quantitative basis, and further lessened 

through existing screening or masking. The significance of any remaining visual 

disturbance is almost certainly negligible compared to that from walkers on The Peddars 

Way. It is explicitly considered that the scheme would not act in combination with The 

Peddars Way, rather The Peddars Way would be the main source of disturbance, with the 

contribution of the effluent treatment plant being negligible. That is, the stone curlews 

would first avoid walkers, and the role of the effluent treatment plant in changing the 

behaviour or stone curlews would be negligible. 

It is therefore considered that the scheme will not change the behavior of stone curlews 

such that there would be an impact on the site integrity of the Breckland SPA. This 

assessment is made with sufficient confidence to conclude that no additional assessments 

are required. 

 

In relation to energy and raw materials use, the extended operation will consume more 

energy and raw materials compared with current operations. However, the increases will be 

small and,  in terms of energy, limited to the additional power required to operate the 

effluent treatment plant (less than 2000 MWh per year) and, in terms of raw materials, 

limited to the additional materials associated with effluent treatment plant operations such 

as chemical treatment reagents (eg. ferric sulphate for phosphate removal and flocculants 

to assist in solids separation).   The additional power consumption will be offset to a degree 

by removal of the requirement to pump process derived waste water to the off-site storage 

lagoons. In addition, the development. will use energy and process efficient technology to 

minimise raw materials and energy use, for example L.E.D. lighting, energy efficient / 

variable speed drive motors on plant and equipment etc. Raw materials and energy use 

associated with the livestock slaughter and processing activities will not change as a result 

of the ETP installation. 

The site currently operates under a climate change agreement (CCA reference 

BMPA/F00180) which will continue and will apply to the extended operation. 

Further details relating to the use of raw materials and energy are provided in Sections 

B3.3c (Raw Materials) and B3.6a/B3.6b (Energy Efficiency and Changes in Energy Use) of the 

permit variation application.  

 



In relation to pest control, whilst animal slaughtering and associated materials processing 

and storage  activities may attract pests, adherence to strict hygiene regimes and the 

ongoing use of a pest control Contractor will continue to prevent pests from becoming 

established at the extended facility.  The ETP installation does not significantly affect the 

sites potential for attracting pests. 

 

In relation to visual impact the new effluent treatment plant building will follow the general 

design characteristics of existing Cranswick and, as far as possible, neighbouring buildings on 

the neighbouring industrial estate. The proposed building will be finished with Goosewing 

Grey trapezoidal profiled steel wall cladding and roof sheeting with dark blue goods doors to 

match the colours used elsewhere on site. The overall size of the new building has been 

dictated by the dimensions of the equipment located within it. In order to accommodate the 

effluent treatment plant and waste skips and trailers internally, the ridge level of the new 

building will be a maximum of 1.2m higher than the existing adjacent building on the 

development site. To minimize its visual impact, the ridge level has been lowered where 

there is a reduced requirement for clear height inside the building. External lighting schemes 

are designed to prevent as far as possible light spill onto neighbouring properties. Further 

details relating to the effluent treatment plant buildings and infrastructure are provided in 

Section C3.1 (Activities to be Varied) of the permit variation application.  

In relation to waste, the existing activities follow a zero waste to landfill philosophy and 

ensure that re-use, recycling and recovery of materials is adopted as far as possible to 

ensure that the production of waste is minimised. For example, animal by-product waste is 

disposed of to rendering, carboard, plastic, paper, wood etc is baled where possible and 

sent for recycling, and general waste is disposed of to RDF production. Ongoing discussions 

with product distributors / consumers aim to minimise the quantity and maximise the 

simplicity of product packaging used. These measures will continue and evolve in line with 

the site’s continuous improvement philosophy. For example, rainwater harvesting is being 

considered to provide the site with water where potable water quality is not essential (for 

example, in site amenity buildings and offices, for washing out vehicles delivering livestock 

etc). The effluent treatment plant installation will not impact substantially on the types or 

quantities of waste generated by the site, the only significant change being the generation 

of around 1050 tonnes dry weight (approximately 5250 tonnes total weight) per year of bio-

sludge removed from the treatment plant and sent off site for disposal, typically to 

anaerobic digestion with energy recovery. Further details relating to waste are provided in 

Section C3.6e, Waste Avoidance, of the permit variation application. 

Operating techniques at the site meet the requirements of Technical Guidance Note EPR 

6.12 (The Red Meat(Cattle, Sheep and Pigs) Sector) issued by the Environment Agency and 

relevant parts of the European BAT reference document for Slaughterhouses and Animal By-

products Industries). The guidance explains and provides examples of best available 

techniques to be used by Operators. The operating techniques are set out in writing and 

form part of the Company’s safety, health, environmental and quality management systems 

which form the foundation on which the sites continuous improvement philosophy is built 



and provide the basis of training and competence assessment for operating staff. Changes 

and additions are required to some operating techniques as a result of the effluent 

treatment plant installation described above but there are no fundamental changes to the 

nature of the operations undertaken at the site (ie. receipt and slaughter of live pigs 

followed by processing, portioning trimming and packaging to generate final products which 

are shipped off site for further processing). Further details relating to operating techniques 

are provided in Section C3.3 / C3.3a1, Operating Techniques and Technical Standards, of the 

permit variation application. 

The site operates an integrated documented management system and was previously 

certificated under the ISO 14001:2004 and the ISO 18001 OHSAS Standards but these 

certifications were allowed to lapse. The site has recently (September 2020) been 

successfully audited by an independent accredited certification body to confirm that it 

meets the requirements of the current ISO 14001 Environmental and ISO 45001 

Occupational Safety and Health Management Standards. The site is currently certificated 

under the ISO 50001 Energy Standard. Further details relating to management systems are 

provided in Section C2.3d, Management Systems, of the permit variation application. 

 

The site, through its continuous improvement programme, strives to better its operational 

and commercial performance whilst at the same time improving its safety, health, 

environmental and quality performance. This environmental permit variation application is 

made as a consequence of the site implementing its continuous improvement programme. 

The proposed effluent treatment plant installation will reduce the sites environmental 

impact by removing potential risks associated with spreading process derived waste water 

onto land, albeit the land application is designed to provide agricultural benefit, and instead 

treating the process derived waste water on site to achieve a quality standard making the 

treated water suitable for return directly into the environment via a local surface water 

course, Watton Brook.  

It is intended to construct, commission and bring the proposed ETP into service by June 

2021. 

 

In addition to the foregoing, the opportunity is being taken to amend the permit to reflect 

the fact that the site’s 3.3MWh backup boiler was replaced by a similar but larger unit (6.2 

MWh thermal input) in June 2019. The replacement boiler is now used as the primary boiler 

and will typically operate for around 8400 hours per year at an annual average 33% load.  

The location of the boiler and associated combustion gas exhaust flue remains unchanged 

(air emission point F2 in the environmental permit). The boiler exhaust gases are vented to 

atmosphere via a 13m high 450 mm diameter chimney stack. The replacement boiler 

constitutes new medium combustion plant as defined in the Medium Combustion Plant 

Directive (MCPD). Further technical details relating to the replacement boiler are provided 

in Section C3.1 (Activities to be Varied) of the permit variation application. The impacts of 

the emissions from the replacement boiler are assessed in Section C2.6 (Environmental Risk 



Assessment) of the permit variation application via the H1 assessment included in the 

Section C2.6 supporting document folder. The existing 4.3MWh dual fuel boiler has been 

retained as a backup unit and will typically operate for around 350 hours per year. The 

Directly Associated Activity relating to steam generation and designated AR4 in the current 

environmental permit will require minor amendment to accurately reflect the increased 

capacity of the replacement boiler as described in Section C3.1 (Activities to be Varied) of 

the permit variation application.  

 


