
From: Hobbs, Kirsty <kirsty.hobbs@environment-agency.gov.uk>  

Sent: 30 October 2020 16:38 

To: k.collett420@btinternet.com 

Subject: Application EPR/BP3633UQ/V006 - Fennings Poultry Unit - Request for 

information 

 

Dear Karl, 

 

Application Reference: EPR/BP3633UQ/V006 

Operator: Crown Chicken Limited 

Facility: Fennings Poultry Unit 

 

Further to my last email, I have now reviewed the application contents and received 

initial internal comments. I need to ask you for some more information before I can do 

any more work on it. Please provide the following: 

 

1. Site boundary 

Please check and confirm the correct site boundary and amend any documents, 

as necessary. The site boundary appears to be slightly different on the following 

plans: the plan provided for the pre-app request, the site layout/drainage plan 

provided for this variation and on the site plan for variation V003 (the right edge 

and the section encompassing the generator and fuel storage). I’ve attached a 

copy of the site plan from variation V003 for reference. 

 

Submitted amended drawings: 

Drainage Plan Fennings Farm, Pixey Green, Stradbroke.pdf 

Site Layout Plan Groundsure Land Adjacent to Fennings Farm, Pixey Green, 

Stradbroke.pdf 

 

Specifically, matched to the existing boundary on eastern side and around the 

generator and fuel store, so no ground is being excluded or added this side. The 

boundary on the western side has been extended over more ground to 

accommodate proposed poultry houses. All the extra ground is covered in the Site 

Condition Report submitted with the application.  

 

Submitted second Pre-application Request for ammonia screening with the 

amended Site Layout Plan, owing to operators wanting to increase the number of 

places they are seeking in a variation up from 560,500 to 570,000. Also submitted 

amended Part C3.5 in section 8.8d Number of animal places. 

 

2. Site Location Plan 

Following on from question 1, please provide a site location plan for the variation. 

We require a site location plan to be better able to place the installation location in 

relation to features such as houses, roads, ponds, woods etc.  
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Submitted OS Location Plan for Fennings Poultry Unit, Pixey Green. Covers 

approx. six square kilometres with the proposed boundary of Fennings Poultry Unit 

marked in green in the centre, the B1118 is visible in the south-west corner.  

 

3. National Grid Reference (NGR)  

The NGR for the centre of the site provided in the pre-app request form is different 

to the NGR provided in the Site Condition Report (SCR).  Please check the NGR 

provided and amend the SCR if required.    

 

Submitted SCR with amended NGR on page 1 and deleted reference on page 2, 

otherwise without any other changes. Site will be centred on NGR TM 24695 75854 

including the proposed development with 6No. poultry houses. Established with 

confidence using OS online standard maps with a better zoom and grid reference 

finder.  

 

4. Non-technical summary 

The response to question 2b is listed as the non-technical summary. Please revise 

to include a summary of the activities currently at the farm. This will need to include 

as a minimum, details of the broiler cycle e.g. cycle length, number of cycles.  

 

B2.2b About your proposal – Non-technical summary 

 

The Operator details will be unchanged. 

 

Green Inc Solutions Ltd has been instructed by Mr Peter Davidson of C. E. 

Davidson Ltd to prepare an application for a variation of the permit head of making 

a planning application for Crown Chicken Ltd. 

 

Proposing to increase the permitted boundary over adjacent greenfield to the west 

side of the farm to construct 6No new poultry houses (total 15No poultry houses) 

with point source emissions to air, water and land, and increase number of places 

for rearing broiler chickens intensively from 280,000 to 570,000. Also proposing 

provision for using new technology for hatching eggs inside the existing and 

proposed poultry houses where the chickens will be reared. A new building is also 

proposed for an office, mess room and welfare facilities.  

 

Proposed houses will be designed, equipped, and operated in accordance with 

How to comply EPR6.09 and Best Available Techniques (BAT) conclusions 

document. 

 

Proposed houses will be designed and constructed to modern specifications – wide 

span steel portal frames, concrete panel walls and concrete floors poured over a 

continuous damp proof membrane, insulated walls and  low- pitched roofs covered 

in plastic coated steel cladding. Houses will be ventilated via side inlets on both 



sides and the air taken out by high velocity extraction fans on the roofs (vents 

greater than 5.5m high and efflux velocity greater than 7m/s) with outlet cones, and 

gable end fans for additional ventilation in warmer weather. Package nipple 

drinking systems with cups will be installed to avoid spillages and keep litter dry, 

and water consumption will be monitored daily. Ventilation will be computer 

controlled to remove moisture under all weather and seasonal conditions while 

meeting the physiological needs of the chickens. Regularly adjusting ventilation to 

match age, and weight and health requirements of the chickens, and to help keep 

droppings and litter dry and friable to reduce ammonia and odour. 

 

Proposed houses will be installed with new package feed silos and feed delivery 

equipment, new tanks for storing liquid petroleum gas (LPG) for heating and new 

package underground tanks for storing dirty water similar to existing houses. 

Otherwise will continue storing mains water and diesel in the existing tanks and in 

a package back-up generator.  

 

Uncontaminated roof water will be conveyed via stone filled French drains with 

perforated pipes under the eaves of the 6No. proposed houses acting as 

soakaways to infiltrate into the ground, then solid underground pipes into an off-

site ditch adjacent the northern boundary, next into a watercourse identified as a 

tributary of the River Waveney. Uncontaminated surface water run-off the open 

concrete apron (excluding during periods of litter removal and washout) will be 

conveyed via solid underground pipes also into the off-site ditch. Dirty water from 

litter removal and washout will be channelled via a diverter into package 

underground concrete encased dirty water tanks and transferred off-site. 

 

Prior to chickens arriving new bedding material will be spread in a uniform layer 

over the entire floor area using a proprietary blend of dust extracted chopped straw 

and wood shavings or dust extracted straw. The poultry houses will be heated 

using LPG-fired space heaters and temperature and humidity will be controlled. As 

the chickens grow the temperature will be reduced by using the heaters less and 

increasing ventilation. Day old chicks will be brought into the houses or incubated 

eggs for hatching in the houses where the chickens will be reared using latest 

technology in both the existing and proposed houses. The total number of chickens 

including any combination of day-old chicks and eggs for hatching on-site will never 

exceed the number of production places.  About a quarter of the chickens will be 

removed for slaughter around 31 days of age to provide smaller birds for sale and 

allow the remainder to be reared for longer and will be removed and slaughtered 

at around 38 days of age. There will be around 10 days empty after destocking for 

cleaning and disinfection allowing for 7.6 production cycles per annum. 

 

Feed pellets (crumbled first 2 weeks) will  be supplied from a local mill in an 

assurance scheme to provide chickens with balanced diets and with decreasing 

crude protein and phosphorous, meeting their physiological needs at each stage 



of rearing without excess nitrogen and phosphorous being wastefully excreted. 

Feed will be provided to chickens with pan feeders to reduce wastage and minimise 

dust.  

 

Unhatched eggs, empty shells and mortalities will be removed daily and recorded. 

Stored in secure containers to minimise odour and flies, for off-site removal under 

the Fallen Stock Scheme.  

 

At the end of the rearing periods after chickens have been removed, the litter will 

be removed and exported off-site in covered trailers for spreading on land owned 

by a third party to confer agricultural benefit or supplied to a local power station as 

fuel. All the houses and equipment will be pressure washed, disinfected, and dried, 

before restocking. Dirty water from washing will be conveyed to underground 

storage tanks and exported off-site. Waste packaging, etc will be removed by a 

registered waste carrier. 

 

There are no Sites of  Special Scientific Interest, ancient woodlands, local wildlife 

sites, national or local nature reserves within 2km. No internationally designated 

Ramsar, special areas of conservation or special protection areas within 5km. 

There are sensitive receptors within 400m, including dwellings and commercial 

premises and the operator will be complying with the approved odour, noise and 

dust and bio-aerosol management plans to prevent or minimise annoyance. 

 

5. Raw Materials Inventory 

The Raw Materials Inventory included within the Supporting Information document 

is dated April 2019. Please confirm that this has been reviewed for the proposed 

changes and provide an updated copy, as necessary. 

 

Submitted C3.8c Raw Materials Inventory for Fennings Poultry Unit including 

higher stock holding and usage including for the 6No. proposed houses. 

 

6. Site drainage plan 

The drainage plan for the new poultry houses, document ref CED-114 and dated 

24/07/18, includes a key for dirty water and storm water. Please clarify what is 

meant by storm water.  

 

Developers reference to mix of uncontaminated roof water from the 6No. proposed 

poultry houses (10-15) and surface water run-off the concrete apron (excluding all 

times yards are contaminated e.g. catching, removing litter, and washing). 

 

Application forms Part A and F1 have been submitted with the application, please note 

that these aren’t normally required for Intensive Farming variations where only 

application form Part C3.5 is required.  

 



Please provide the information requested by 13/11/20. If we don’t hear from you, we 

must return your application.  

 

When we receive the requested information, we’ll continue to check your application. 

We’ll check to see if there’s enough information for the application to be ‘duly made’. 

Duly made means that we have all the information we need to begin determination. 

Determination is where we assess your application and decide if we can allow what 

you’ve asked for.  

  

We’ll let you know whether your application can be duly made. If it can’t be duly made, 

we’ll return your application to you. 

 

If we do have to return your application, we’ll send you a partial refund of your 

application payment. We’ll retain 20% of the application charge to cover our costs in 

reviewing your application and requesting information. This maximum amount we’ll 

retain is capped at £1,500. Further information on charging can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permitting-ep-charges-

scheme 

 

Please contact me if you have any queries. 

 

Kind regards, 

Kirsty 

 

Kirsty Hobbs 

Senior Permitting Officer, National Permitting Service 

Part of Operations – Regulation, Monitoring and Customer 

 

Environment Agency 

kirsty.hobbs@environment-agency.gov.uk  

External: 02030 252772 | Internal: 32772 

Working Days: Monday to Friday 
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