
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Sophie Archer 
Arbour Growers Limited 
Lady Arbour Farm 
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Hereford 
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Our reference: EPR/FP3336MR/V002 
Date:  12th November 2019 
 

 
   
Dear Dr Archer 
  
Pre application advice – Basic service 
Arbour Growers Limited 
 
Following your pre-application request dated 17th October 2019 we have the following advice. 
 
 
Forms and supporting documents 
You will need to submit the following forms. Please ensure you download the latest version of the 
forms, as your application will be returned if an old version of the forms is used: 
 
Part A: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/application-for-an-environmental-permit-
part-a-about-you 
 
Part C2.5: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/application-for-an-environmental-permit-
part-c25-vary-to-add-a-new-mcpsg-or-change-an-existing-mcp-or-sg-permit 
 
Part F1: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/application-for-an-environmental-permit-
part-f1-opra-charges-declarations 
 
 
And provide these additional documents / supporting information: 
 
Non-Technical Summary: You need to send us a simple explanation of what the activities are. This 
should include a summary of your operations, a summary of the key technical standards and control 
measures arising from your risk assessment. 
 
Site plan(s): You need to send us a revised site plan that identifies: 

• the installation boundary line (preferably drawn in green); 
• all of the land on which your activities take place (including the footprint of animal housing); 
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• drainage (this may be included on a separate site plan); and 
• the locations of point source emissions to air, land and water. Include the emission point for 

the new biomass boiler. 
The site plan should include a reference, scale , north-facing arrow and date. 
 
Summary of Environment Management System (EMS): you will need to send a revised summary of 
your EMS if changes arise as a result of the variation. 
 
Environmental Risk Assessment: You only need to carry out an assessment of the impact of 
emissions to air on SAC, SPA, Ramsar, SSSI sites and MCZ’s  and when these are within the relevant 
screening distances.  The assessment should be carried out following this guidance: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/air-emissions-risk-assessment-for-your-environmental-permit 
and our H1 screening tool. 
 
The River Wye SAC is within the relevant screening distance (5 km) and will need to be considered in 
your risk assessment. 
 
The link to our general guidance on MCPD is here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/medium-
combustion-plant-when-you-need-a-permit 
 
 
Additional advice 
This advice has been compiled based on the understanding that you will be burning Grade A recycled 
wood chip in a >1MWth input biomass boiler, with a capacity >50 kg/h. The new boiler would be 
classed as both a Medium Combustion Plant and a 5.1 Part B small waste incineration activity and 
would be incorporated into your existing IF permit. For the variation: 

• The requirements of the Medium Combustion Plant Directive will apply. 
• The change will be classed as a substantial variation because it meets the criteria for a 

substantial variation as per our Regulator Guidance (RGN No.8). 
o RGN No.8 clearly sets this out and is still valid (although withdrawn). The link is here: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attac
hment_data/file/496272/withdrawn_RGN8_-_LIT_8297.pdf 

o We will need to advertise the proposed change. 
 
Please note that it is not a problem that your existing permit covers both Lady Arbour Farm and 
Parton Farm; we will specify within the varied permit where the new biomass boiler is sited. 
Therefore, please apply for the proposed new boiler as a variation to your existing permit (please 
use application reference EPR/FP3336MR/V002). 
  
 
Application fee 
 
The application fee will be £2,429 in total. 
 
This fee is comprised of: 

• The new permit application fee for a local authority Part B activity (refer to Ref 1.18.2 of 
Table 1.18 in the charging scheme): £1,650; and 

• The habitats assessment fee of £779 (due to the proximity of the River Wye SAC). 
 
Link to charging scheme: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permitting-
charging-scheme-2019 
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Disclaimer 
 
The advice given is based on the information you have provided, and does not constitute a formal 
response or decision of the Environment Agency with regard to future permit applications. Any 
views or opinions expressed are without prejudice to the Environment Agency’s formal 
consideration of any application. Please note that any application is subject to a full technical check 
during duly making and determination, and additional information may be required based on your 
detailed submission and site specific requirements. 
 
This advice covers Installations only. Other permissions from the Environment Agency and/or other 
bodies may be required for associated or other activities. 
 
 
What happens next? 
 
This pre-application request is now closed. Further enquiries resulting from this response must be 
logged as a new request using the online form: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permit-pre-application-advice-form 
 
If you need more extensive or technical pre-application advice, you can ask for our Enhanced 
service.  The enhanced pre-application advice is charged at £100 per hour plus VAT. You will need to 
complete and submit a new online pre-application request to request enhanced pre-application 
advice. 
 
 
Applying for a permit 
 
If you submit an environmental permit application then please quote this pre-application reference 
number EPR/FP3336MR/V002. 
 
Completed applications should be sent via email to: 
 
psc@environment-agency.gov.uk 
 
Or by post to: 
 
Environment Agency, Permitting Support Centre, Quadrant 2, 99 Parkway Avenue, Sheffield, S9 4WF 
 
A permit application must contain the following information: 
 
 
Declaration  
 
Please ensure the Declaration section is completed by each “relevant person”.  
 
For an application from an individual, a relevant person is the person to be named on the permit. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permit-pre-application-advice-form


For an application from more than one individual, each person who is applying for their name to be 
on the permit must complete the declaration – you will have to print a separate copy of the 
declaration page for each additional individual to complete. 

In the case of a company, a relevant person must be an active director/company secretary as listed 
on Companies House – https://beta.companieshouse.gov.uk/ 

For a charity, a relevant person is a key postholder, ie, chair, chief executive, director or trustee. 
 
Please ensure the declaration tick box is completed.  
 
 
Application fee Please note that your application will not be processed until we receive the 

full application fee payment. 
 
 
If you have any questions please find my contact details below. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Steph Jones 
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