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1.0 Site details  

Name of the applicant 
 

Mr C Webster 
T.L & C.W. Webster Ltd 

Activity address 
 

Oakwood Farm, Hay-a-Park, Knaresborough, North Yorkshire, HG5 0RX 
 

National grid reference at   
approximate centre of site 

SE 5780 3800 

 

Document reference and dates 
for Site Condition Report at 
permit application  

Section 3 of ‘Supporting information for an application for an 
Environmental Permit under the Environmental Permitting Regulations 
(England and Wales) 2016 for a unit with places for more than 2000 pigs 
over 30kg’. T.L. & C.W. Webster Ltd, October 2017 

 

Document references for site 
plans (including location and 
boundaries) 
 

C3.5 Q5a Oakwood_SiteLayout 
This shows the amended site layout, including around 175 m2 extension of 
the area of the site.  

 
2.0 Condition of the land at permit issue 
 

Environmental setting 
including: 

 Geology 

 Hydrogeology 

 Surface waters 
 

Land use 
The land around the farm is predominantly used for arable farming, with 
some woodland, scattered housing, small villages and the town of 
Knaresborough in the vicinity. 
  
Topography 
The site is at 45m above sea level. Land form in the area is varied, with 
gentle undulations to the south, flatter land around the Leeds to York 
railway line and more noticeably rolling ground to the north.  
 
Geology 
The British Geological Society ‘Geology of Britain’ map viewer1 shows that 
the main geological unit underlying the site itself and the immediately 
surrounding land is calcareous mudstone and Dolomitic limestone from 
the Triassic and Permian Periods. Superficial deposits in the area are a 
mixture of alluvial clay with silt, sand and gravel.  
 
The borehole log for a water supply borehole on the installation site 
shows that there is around 26m depth of boulder clay, with sand and 
gravel beds, overlying the limestone bed rock. The Environment Agency’s 
website ‘What’s in Your Backyard’2 shows that the limestone underlying 
the site is partly major aquifer and partly secondary aquifer. Groundwater 
in the area is shown as being of low vulnerability.  
 

                                                           
1 https://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/viewer.html accessed 
28 June 2017 
2 http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby accessed on 28 June 2017 

https://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/viewer.html
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby
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Groundwater 
There is a Groundwater Source Protection Zone 1 centred on the 
applicant’s private borehole on the site and extending for 50 metres 
around it3.  
 
Surface water 
Surface water from the installation drains into the length of the River Nidd 
between Low Bridge on Briggate (Knaresborough) and Crimple Beck (WFD 
reference number GB104027068298). It drains into the river via the ditch 
system and an unnamed tributary. The River Nidd at this point is classified 
as a Heavily Modified Waterbody in Moderate condition4.  The installation 
is within Flood Zone 1 and is identified as being a low risk of flooding. It is 
outside the flood warning area5.  
  
Soil 
The ‘Soilscapes’ viewer provided by Cranfield University6 shows that 
topsoil in the area is largely made up of slowly permeable seasonally wet 
slightly acid but base-rich loamy and clayey soils with loamy and clayey 
texture. These soils have moderate fertility and tend to have impeded 
drainage.  
 
Designated sites 
There are no Special Areas of Conservation within 5 km of the site. 
 
There are no Special Protection Areas within 5 km of the site. 
 
There are three SSSI’s within 5km of the site:  

 Farnham Mires SSSI is just under 5km away to the north-north-
west. This calcareous grassland SSSI is in favourable condition 

 Birkham Wood SSSI is just under 3km away to the south-west. This 
broad-leaved, mixed and yew woodland is in favourable condition 

 Hay-a-Park SSSI is 1.3km away to the west of the farm. This open 
standing water SSSI is in unfavourable declining condition due to 
disturbance and public access affecting the goosander population.  

 
BAP Habitat Areas  
There is no Ancient and Semi-Natural Woodland listed within 5 km of the 
site, although there are a number of Priority Deciduous Woodlands in the 
vicinity, with areas of woodland running in a roughly north-south line 
around 1.3 to 2 km to the east of the farm.  
 
Local Wildlife sites. 
There are no listed local wildlife sites within 1 km of the site. 
 

Pollution history including: 

 Pollution incidents that 

 
None known 

                                                           
3 http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby accessed on 28 June 2017 
4 http://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/ accessed 28 June 2017 
5 http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby accessed on 28 June 2017 
6 http://www.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/ accessed on 28 June 2017 

http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby
http://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby
http://www.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/
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may have affected land 

 Historical land uses and 
associated contaminants  

 Any visual/olfactory 
evidence of existing 
contamination 

 Evidence of damage to 
pollution prevention 
measures  

 
None known 
 
 
None 
 
None 

Evidence of historic 
contamination, e.g. historical 
site investigation, assessment, 
remediation and verification 
reports (where available) 

 
There have been no previous land site investigations or assessments at the 
site 

Baseline soil and groundwater 
reference data 

None 

Supporting information None 

 
3.0 Permitted activities 
 

Permitted activities  
 

This section has been updated to include details relevant to an 
application for a permit variation in February 2021  
When the variation is implemented, the site will have capacity for: 

 3825 production pigs over 30 kg, including boars, un-served gilts and 5 
‘hospital’ places 

 685 breeding sows  

 Associated weaner and grower pigs (4035 places for all weaned pigs 
under 30kg plus 5 ‘hospital’ places) 

 Slurry and manure storage 

 Kerosene, pesticide, rodenticide and disinfectant storage 

 A Local Authority approved carcase incinerator with a maximum 
capacity of less than 50kg / hour 

 
The variation includes extending the site by around 175m2. The land that 
will be taken into the installation has the same environmental setting as 
the rest of the site. It comprises an area of grass between the redundant 
gilt housing and the slurry store and an area of rough ground with some 
scrub between the existing housing and an unsurfaced farm track.  
 
Finishing pigs and farrowing sows are housed in pens with slatted floors. 
Final wash water is retained in the under-slat area to reduce ammonia 
emissions and this technique will also be used in new slatted housing. 
Slurry is retained under the floors before being pumped through fixed and 
mobile pipes to external storage in an above ground tank on land adjacent 
to the pig buildings. 
 
The under-slat tanks are emptied frequently by pumping slurry to the 
slurry transfer chamber and on to the main store, or by slurry tanker. The 
pipe from point A to the slurry store is a fixture; other pipes are connected 
as necessary. Pumping is supervised at all times. The slurry store is 
covered. There is further slurry storage in an above ground tank on a 
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block of land around 1.3km to the south of the installation. This is not an 
associated activity: the store can only be filled by slurry tankers with slurry 
transported over public roads. 
 
Dry sows and growing pigs are housed in straw-bedded pens. Manure is 
stored on site in a roofed store with effluent captured in the slurry storage 
system.  
 
Yard areas outside the houses are kept scrupulously clean, with pig 
movement races cleaned and brushed immediately after use, or after 
manure transport. Manure is transported from inside the buildings in 
trailers: there is no manure scraping across the yards. Run off from the 
yard is directed to the clean water system.  
 
All pigs are fed on dry, pelleted feed. Pellets are delivered in bulk and 
blown, via a closed system, into dedicated hoppers for each house. Diets 
are adjusted to the growth stage of the pigs in each house, using at least 
three diets between weaning and slaughter weight. Pens are cleaned and 
disinfected between batches of pigs. 
 
Water is supplied from the on-site borehole. 
 
There in only one fuel tank on the installation, which serves the 
incinerator; the tank is collision-protected, bunded and locked. Carcasses 
are stored in covered containment before incineration. After incineration 
the ash is added to the manure or slurry and spread onto land under an 
exemption registered with the Environment Agency.  
 
Chemicals, such as disinfectants and biocides, are stored safely under lock 
and key and only used by trained staff. 
 
There are no planned changes to pollution prevention measures within six 
months of submitting this Site Condition Report. There will continue to be 
planned upgrades and repairs to buildings as needed for production 
efficiency.  
 

Non-permitted activities 
undertaken 

Not applicable 

Document references for: 

 Plan showing layout  

 Environmental risk 
assessment 

 C3.5 Q5a SiteLayout_LP3438YR 
C3.5 Q6 Envt Risk Assessment_LP3438YR 
 

 
 


