
Oakwood Farm is an arable and livestock farming business run by T.L. & C.W. Webster Ltd. 
The farm is over 300 hectares and is used for arable cropping, with significant areas of 
woodland. The land is part of an agri-environment scheme. The farm has had a breeder-
finisher pig unit for many years and has been permitted through the Environmental 
Permitting Regime since 2018.  
 
The unit currently has space for 658 sows, 2620 production pigs over 30kg and 2550 pigs 
under 30kg. Pigs are kept in straw-bedded buildings except for farrowing sows, which are in 
specialised accommodation designed to protect the piglets, and fattening pigs over 50kg, 
which are in slatted floor buildings. 
 
Clean roof water is discharged to surface water via an underground system, with the 
exception of two buildings with low velocity, capped, roof exit ventilation where roof water 
is discharged to soak-away.  
 
Manure from the straw-bedded buildings is stored on a covered concrete pad on the 
installation before being removed to field heaps prior to land spreading. Slurry is stored in a 
covered circular tank on the installation or removed to separate storage. Both are used as 
fertiliser on farm land. 
 
The unit is kept clean, with all yard areas swept regularly. Run-off from the covered manure 
store is directed into the slurry storage system. Pigs are moved across yards through races, 
which are thoroughly cleaned immediately after use. Drainage from clean or very lightly 
contaminated areas is piped together with roof water into a land drain adjacent to the site 
and discharged into a ditch, which is regularly inspected.   
 
Any pig carcases from deaths on the site are incinerated on site using a DEFRA-approved, 
non-SRM, low capacity machine, which is registered with the local authority. Ash is carefully 
mixed with manure and recovered through land spreading.   
 
Although there is domestic housing within 400m of the installation there is no history of 
complaints regarding odour or noise. 
 
T.L. & C.W. Webster Ltd now wish to demolish some pig housing that has reached the end of 
it's life and construct two new buildings. These are required because the sale weight of 
finished pigs is rising and sow productivity has improved, so more pigs will need to be kept 
on the unit. There will be no increase in sow numbers. The first new building, marked 23 on 
the plans, has capacity for 630 pigs of 15 to 50kg in seven rooms. It will be naturally-
ventilated, solid-floor, straw-based accommodation, similar to existing successful buildings 
on the site. The second, marked 24 on the plans, will take 1200 pigs over 50 kg on to finish 
weight and will be fully slatted accommodation with a shallow slurry pit, maximum slurry 
depth of 800mm, emptied at least every 12 weeks. Ventilation will be through high velocity 
fans in the roof.  
 
In addition, the Company wishes to build a small, straw based hospital unit between 
buildings 8 and 10. This will be able to hold around 10 pigs although it is not expected that 
all of this space will be required at any one time. The building will be used to house any pigs 



that appear ill or injured to allow peaceful convalescence. Although this building will add to 
the theoretical capacity of the unit it will not be used for production purposes but will hold 
ill and recovering pigs as necessary.  
 
The capacity of the site will be places for 658 sows, 3820 production pigs over 30 kg and 
4030 pigs from 7 to 30kg. 


