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Technical standards 
 
Operations 
The operation of the farm will continue to be in accordance with SGN EPR6.09 ‘How to 
comply with your environmental permit for intensive farming’ Version 2, January 2010 and 
the requirements of the October 2017 Best Available Techniques Reference Document 
(BREF) for the intensive rearing of poultry and pigs. General management of the installation 
includes all necessary record keeping, diets to reduce ammonia emissions, good 
housekeeping to reduce fugitive emissions, safe storage of polluting materials and safe 
carcass disposal.  
 
Housing 
We have reviewed our existing housing and confirm that we will meet the Best Available 
Techniques Associated Emission Levels (BAT AELs) using the following measures: 

• For all pigs we will use synthetic amino acids to reduce protein levels in feed: we will 
feed diets that are 2% lower in crude protein than those previously used between 
1995 and 2002. This reduces the level ammonia emissions by approximately 20% 
compared to industry standard diets between 1995 and 2002 

• For slatted housing we will reduce ammonia emissions by retaining wash water in 
the slurry channels after washing down the houses and before restocking. This gives 
a reduction of approximately 40% in ammonia emission levels compared to the 
reference level for fully slatted floors 

• All slatted housing is operated to meet the BAT standard as follows: 
o All slurry pits are to be operated with a maximum slurry liquor depth of 800 

mm as defined as optimal depth in section 4.7.1.2 of the 2017 BREF; and 
o Slurry removal frequency of a maximum of 10 weeks 

 
Management of housing is/will be in accordance with SGN EPR6.09.  The proposed new 
house will meet BAT requirements and will be more efficient than the house it replaces.  
 
We apply water and energy efficient management techniques and measures to minimise 
emissions of ammonia, dust and odour from. We will record water and energy use annually 
and will explore the feasibility of using solar panels. 
 
Diet and feeding systems  
All diets are designed to meet the changing needs of the pigs as they grow. We use synthetic 
amino acids and phytase enzyme to reduce inputs of nitrogen and phosphate.  
 
Two different sow diets are provided, one for dry and one for lactating sows. We use at least 
four diets for pigs between weaning and finish weight, with three diets between 30kg and 
finishing. Protein levels in the diet are reduced as the pigs grow.  
 
Diet formulations and feeding regimes are regularly reviewed to ensure we are making the 
most efficient use of feed, as this is the most significant cost in rearing pigs. We aim to tailor 
diets as closely as possible to the needs of the pigs, minimising waste, as well as costs, and 
reducing emissions.  
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