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1. Odour management plan – revised November 2020 
There are four dwellings within the immediate area of the farmyard and six dwellings in the zone between 100m and 400m of the unit. 
 
These are: Little Oak which is located ~11m south of the installation boundary and ~23m from the nearest poultry house. Other close receptors to the south 
of the installation include Acorn Cottage (~17m from boundary) and Oakview (~75m from boundary).  There are other receptors both north east of the farm 
and North West of the farm. These include: ‘Castle Farm (~225m NE rom boundary), Windmill Cottage (~345m NW of boundary), Langthorn House (~356m 
NW of boundary), Windmill Barn (~359m NW of boundary), Woodview Cottage (~377m NW of boundary) and Roadside Cottage (~379m NW of boundary). 
 
There is no history of odour nuisance or complaints about the unit. Measures that help minimise the risk of odour nuisance are included in this plan, which 
will be reviewed if there are any building or significant management changes or any future odour complaints. Any odour complaints will be investigated and 
recorded using the Odour Complaint Report form below. In the event of substantiated complaints the Odour Management Plan will be reviewed to include 
appropriate odour monitoring.  

 
Ref 
No. 

Odour related 
issue 

Potential risks and problems 
 

Action taken to minimise odour and odour risks Completion 
date 

1 Delivery, storage 
and use of feed 

Dust may be generated during 
delivery and cause odour; spilt 
feed could be odorous; feed 
composition can affect the 
amount of odour generated by 
the pigs 

 Feed quality maintained by using a reputable feed supplier providing feed with 
high quality ingredients, including synthetic amino acids, and formulated to 
match the growth stage of the pigs avoiding unnecessary protein inputs 

 Feed is delivered in closed vehicles and blown through a sealed system into 
sealed storage silos  

 Any spills are cleared up quickly. Feed is reused if possible 

In place 

2 Feed distribution Distribution around the unit 
could lead to odour, dust and 
spillage 

 Feed is distributed directly into each building, via a sealed auger system direct 
from the dedicated storage hopper provided for each building  

 

In place 

3 Livestock in 
buildings 

Pig buildings can generate 
odour emissions  

In solid floored buildings:  

 Muck passages are cleaned one or two times per week and manure and straw 
removed from grower pens weekly  

 Houses are cleaned and washed down thoroughly between batches 

 Drinkers are designed and maintained to minimise waste of water 

 Generous amounts of straw are used  
In slatted floor buildings: 

 
In place 
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 Slurry levels kept at least a 30cm below the slats  

 Ventilation and stocking density managed to keep pigs comfortable and clean 

 
 

4 Carcass storage Stored carcasses could give rise 
to odours 

 Prompt removal and disposal of any dead pigs  

 Carcass incinerator is fitted with an after burner to reduce odour risk 

In place 

5 Moving manure 
and slurry out of 
buildings  

Odour from manure when 
cleaning out buildings  

 Clean out timed to avoid sensitive times such as weekends and bank holidays. 

 Manure is moved during normal working hours as far as possible 

 Slurry is moved through a sealed system into a covered store  

In place 
 

6 Storing and 
spreading solid 
manure and 
slurry 

Odour emissions increase at 
times of slurry stirring, 
movement and spreading 

 Move and spread manure and slurry on normal working days as far as possible 

 Observe wind conditions when spreading 

 Incorporate manure as soon as possible: aim to complete within 24 hours 

 Slurry is spread with dribble bar equipment, meeting standards for BAT 

In place 

 

Odour complaint records 
Date rec’d 
and who by 

Details of complaint including date, time and 
location where the odour was detected 

Possible sources of odour from activities on the 
unit at the time 

Action taken to address the problem; signed by the 
person responsible at the time  
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2. Noise management plan – revised November 2020 
 
There are four dwellings within the immediate area of the farmyard and six dwellings in the zone between 100m and 400m of the unit as set out above. 
There is no history of noise nuisance or complaints about the unit. Measures that help minimise noise impact off-site are summarised in the following 
tables. This plan has been reviewed in the light of new buildings, and will be reviewed again in the event of any future noise complaints, which will be 
investigated and recorded using the Noise Complaint Report form below. 
 
Ref 
No. 

Noise related 
issue 

Potential risks and problems 
 

Action taken to minimise noise and risk of nuisance Completion 
date 

1 Feed distribution Feeding time can lead to noise 
when pigs are fed intermittently 

 All pigs except the sows on deep straw are fed ad-lib to avoid a stressful and noisy 
rush for feed 

 Feeders dispense feed little and often, to engage the pigs and reduce the likelihood of 
fighting and disturbance  

 Sows on deep straw are fed intermittently: the whole house is fed through a 
mechanised system so feed is delivered simultaneously minimising stress and noise 

In place 

2 Feed delivery Delivery lorries could be noisy 
when arriving on the unit or 
when off loading feed 

 Feed silos are located between the buildings, which act as screens between delivery 
vehicles and housing 

 Blower delivery vehicles are fitted with low noise units 

In place 

3 Pig moving Pigs can be noisy if handled 
badly or stressed when moved 
between buildings 

 Pigs are only moved during the day and during normal working hours 

 Staff are trained to handle pigs calmly and quietly using run ways for moving pigs, to 
minimise the risk of escapes and of stress on the pigs 

 Pigs are kept in stable batches, reducing fighting and disturbance during and after 
movement 

In place 

4 Pigs leaving the 
unit 

Pigs can be noisy if handled 
badly or stressed when loaded 
into lorries 

 Staff are trained to handle pigs calmly and quietly and loading facilities are designed 
to make loading easy, quick and as quiet as possible to minimise stress on animals 
and staff, for animal welfare and product quality 

In place 

5 Bedding down 
pens 

Adding straw to pens to ensure 
that pigs always have adequate 
straw for comfort and 
cleanliness 

 The loader we use to carry straw is well maintained, we use low engine revs as far as 
possible and it has an effective silencer 

 We bed down pigs during the working day with only very limited bedding down at 
weekends/bank holidays 

In place 

6 Machinery 
movement for all 

Clean out, slurry pumping, slurry 
and manure removal etc. can all 

 All equipment regularly serviced, operated by competent staff, and effective silencers 
are fitted 

In place 
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purposes around 
the unit 

cause vehicle noise   We minimise operations outside normal working hours: vehicle movements are 
minimised at weekends and only carried out on bank holidays in circumstances such 
as straw movement at harvest time 

10 Ventilation fans Fans could give rise to noise and 
have to be able to operate at all 
times 

 We use variable speed fans with automatic controllers set to maintain optimum 
environmental conditions within automatically controlled buildings 

 We select efficient fan types, of the correct size for the building, ensure they are 
regularly cleaned and are maintained when monthly inspection indicates the need 

In place 

 
 

Noise complaint records 
 

Date rec’d 
and who by 

Details of complaint including date, time and 
location where the noise was heard 

Possible sources of noise from activities on 
the unit at the time 

Action taken to address the problem; signed by 
the person responsible at the time  
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3. Dust and bio-aerosol risk assessment and management plan – Revised November 2020 
 
Introduction: This bespoke dust and bioaerosols risk assessment/management plan has been prepared because there are sensitive receptors 

within 100m of the pig unit.  

 

Receptors: There are four sensitive receptors within 100m of the installation, the farmhouse and three other dwellings. 

 

Potential sources: The most likely sources are pig buildings including feed and straw use and movement. We have identified a low potential risk 

from dust/bio-aerosol sources due to the precautions set out in the plan below. 

 

Pathways: The pathway for all of the above sources is via the atmosphere. With the most sensitive receptors being inhabitants of nearby 

residential dwellings, the wind direction will significantly influence how receptors are affected. The prevailing wind direction is south-westerly and 

since the houses within 100m are all to the south of the pig buildings dust emissions are predominantly blown away from them. Wind direction is 

taken into consideration when planning work: when possible work that might generate higher levels of dust is carried out in southerly or south-

westerly wind  

 

The table below gives a summary of some of the main at-source and exhaust control methods for particulate reduction from pig farms. Staff 

members are trained on all aspects of the farm operation that could lead to pollution, including the odour; noise and dust management plans. Dust 

accumulations around the unit are checked at intervals to assess signs that dust may be leaving the installation such that it could be a hazard to 

residents, staff or visitors. 
 

Source of dust Example How is reduction achieved? Comments 

General Day-to-day activity Weekly inspection of the site by the operator, 
including potentially dusty roofs. 

 

Pig feed Dust from feed 
delivery into the 
storage silos by each 
house 

Hopper designed for minimal dust emissions.  
 

Bags or containers in place on silo exhausts to catch any 
excess feed and dust. 

Control of spilt feed Any spilt feed is collected promptly  Good management practice: avoids possible pollution and 
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reduces the risk of vermin as well as the risk of dust. 

Feeding method All feed is pelleted 
Most pigs are fed ad-lib, feeders are designed 
to reduce dust by feeding little and often 

Pelleted feed produces much less dust than dry meal.  

Bedding 
material 

In solid-floored 
housing straw is 
added regularly as a 
bedding material.  

Straw is added from big bales, which are 
split and distributed within the building. 
Straw is spread carefully to minimise dust 
and protect health and safety for staff. It is 
also better for pig welfare and performance. 
 
The majority of bedding is stored under 
cover to maintain quality and poor quality 
straw is rejected 

Although dust emissions can be higher from straw-
based buildings, straw is applied carefully to minimise 
dust.  
Bedding is supplied in bales rather than in bulk. These are 
less dusty to handle 
 
Wet straw may contain fungal spores so again, this 
measure helps health and safety for staff and residents 

Manure 
removal  

Dust could be 
generated when 
cleaning out solid-
floored buildings with 
straw bedding 

Manure is removed by loader bucket so 
exterior concrete remains clean.  
Clean straw is left in the pens until it is 
removed with manure at final clean out.  

Manure is not a high risk for generating dust due to the 
moisture content.  
Dry bedding would generate dust, handling it with manure 
reduces the risk of dust 

Ventilation 
system 

General management Staff members make a daily check of room 
temperature and conditions to ensure 
optimum ventilation 
Monthly inspection by the operator: excess 
dust on fans / vents is removed. 

 Pigs require careful control of airflow over them as 
draughts can easily disturb them. 
 

Building 
cleaning 

General management On going cleaning of buildings to reduce the 
volume of dust and so the potential for air 
contamination within buildings and via 
exhaust systems. 
We take care to avoid dust accumulation 
around exhaust vents. 

Cleaning takes place in such a way that does not cause a 
release of dust to air or water, e.g. dust is not blown off-
site or washed into surface water drains. 

Building Natural and artificial Specification and design of ventilation Increased fan ventilation is often needed in summer 
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layout and 
design 

ventilation system to provide good air quality for the 
animals and staff 
Yorkshire boarding installed as a wind break 
on naturally ventilated buildings 

months for animal welfare reasons 

 
Dust, bioaerosols and fugitive emissions: complaint record form  
 

Date 
 

Name and details of person making the 
complaint 

 

Nature of the complaint 
 

Action taken 
 

    

    

    

    

 

Complaints will be responded to within 7 days 

 
Jane James prepared the odour, noise and dust / bio-aerosol management plans using the AHDB Pork template. AHDB Pork is a part of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board (AHDB). 

 
While the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board seeks to ensure that the information contained within this document is accurate at the time of printing, no warranty is given in respect thereof and to the 
maximum extent permitted by law, the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board accepts no liability for loss, damage or injury howsoever caused (including that caused by negligence)) suffered directly or 
indirectly in relation to information and opinions contained in or omitted from this  document. 


