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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 Application Detail & Scope 
 
This Non Technical Summary (NTS) supports the bespoke environmental permit for the crushing and 
screening of inert and non-hazardous soil and mineral based waste for recovery at land opposite 
Cromhall Quarry, Woodend Lane, Cromhall, GL12 8AA. The Operator is Earthworks UK Limited. The 
proposal involves the import and treatment (R03, R05 and R13 code) of 150,000 tonnes per annum of 
inert and non-hazardous waste. The treatment process is physical processing only to create a recovered 
aggregate product suitable for use within South Gloucestershire and Bristol area. The aggregate will be 
suitable for re-use as a material in accordance with the WRAP protocol and/or purchaser specification.  
 

The activity will be undertaken in accordance with the Operational Plan, Dust Management Plan and 
Noise Management Plan. The operations are permitted under Planning Permission P19/3070/MW. 

 
Table 1. Application Data 

Site Address Land opposite Cromhall Quarry 

Woodend Lane 

Cromhall 

GL12 8AA 

Area (hectares) 0.92  

Site National Grid ST 70483 91343 

Operator and Applicant Earthworks UK Limited 

Annual capacity  150,000 tonnes 

 
The environmental setting and risk profile are set out in the H1 Risk Assessment and the Site Condition 
Report.  

 
1.2 Environmental Context 

 
The site 
The site is located off Bristol Road (B4058) located circa 450 m north east of Bibstone Village, in 
Gloucestershire. (National Grid Reference - ST704913). The entrance to the site is bordered 
immediately north by the B4058 and beyond by a non-operational limestone quarry; now utilised as a 
diving centre. Additionally, a coach/minibus hire business and car scrapyard is situated across the road 
from the site entrance. To the east, west and south the surroundings are agricultural fields. Residential 
and commercial properties begin to appear in a scattered fashion beyond a radius of approximately 500 
m from the site. 
 
The Geology 
The British Geological Survey (BGS) data identifies the underlying bedrock geology to comprise Mercia 
Mudstone with a very small northern section of the site underlain by Gully Oolite Formation – Limestone. 
No superficial deposits are recorded.  
 
Hydrology and hydrogeology 

The nearest main watercourse is The Little Avon River, circa 2.6 m west of the site. An unnamed 
watercourse is located 410 m south west of the site. A small surface water feature is present in the 
south east corner of the site. The flood map for planning indicates that the site lies within a Flood Zone 
1, with a low risk of flooding. The site does not lie within a groundwater Source Protection Zone. The 
geology in the very north of the site is classed as a Principle Aquifer, and that in the rest of the site as 
a Secondary B Aquifer. 

 
Sensitive Ecosystems 
The site is not located within 2 km of any designated Special Protection Area (SPA), Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC), National and/or Local Nature Reserve (NNR/LNR) or RAMSAR site. The nearest 
SSSI is the Slickstone Quarry Cromhall SSSI, circa 100 m north west of the site, the site however sits 
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outside the corresponding SSSI Impact Risk Zone. The nearest scheduled monument is the Bloody 
Acre Camp Hillfort 1.25 km west of the site. The EA have done a pre-application GIS screening  
 
There are no priority habitats within the site. However, three areas covered by Deciduous Woodland 
can be found at circa 110 m north west, 100 m north east and 320 m south east of the site respectively. 
A section of ancient replanted woodland can be found 300 m east, an area of ancient and semi natural 
woodland is present 450 m south east and a traditional orchard 480 m west of the site. The water feature 
in the south east corner of the site was eDNA tested in April 2018, as part of the GCN 2017-2019 survey 
for district licencing. It was found to have had evidence of GCN activity although no GCN’s were seen. 
The water quality was considered poor. Although, within the green line boundary, the site operations 
will not work in this area with a buffer zone will be created. To note, there were no objections raised by 
the Local Authority’s Ecology Team when planning was granted in May 2019.  

 
Human Receptors 
The nearest human receptors are the residents of the property circa 280 m north west of the site, the 
property 330 m south east and those inhabiting properties circa 460 m to the south west. The nearest 
School is Natural Choice Nurseries Ltd, which is located circa 1.35 km north west of the site and there 
are no hospitals within proximity to the site.  
 
Air quality & Climate 
Meteorological wind data for five years has been acquired from the WillyWeather website1 . The wind 
data has been taken from the Met Office Station in Leyhill, which is located circa 850 m north west of 
the site. The prevailing wind direction is from the west south west quadrant. The site is not located within 
an AQMA (Air Quality Management Area).  
 

 
 

 
1 https://wind.willyweather.co.uk/sw/gloucestershire/leyhill.html - Accessed 23/03/2020 
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2.0 WASTE RECOVERY ACTIVITIES 
 
2.1 Materials Recovery  

 
This application is for the treatment of waste from the construction, development and mineral-based 
industries to produce recovered aggregate.  
 
The acceptable waste streams are set out in the Operational Plan (193443/OP). Testing and recovered 
materials will comply with the Aggregate Protocol, as produced by WRAP2 or to purchaser specification.  

 
2.2 Site Management and Operation  

 
The Operator will manage the importation and placement of waste, ensuring the appropriate 
environmental standards and controls will be adopted. The operation will be supervised by a nominated 
Technical Competent Person (TCP). 
 
The site area is enclosed by boundary fencing and dense vegetation and will be accessed from the 
B4058.  Pre-acceptance and on-site acceptance controls will be implemented to ensure waste stream 
descriptions comply with permitted wastes. The site will be managed by a well-trained local workforce 
and meet high environmental standards. The operating hours are presented in Table 2. 
 
Table 2. Operating Hours 

Days Hours 

Monday to Friday  07:30-17:30 

Saturday 07:30-13:00 

Sunday and Public Holidays No vehicle movements or operation 

 
The site will be operated in accordance with Soil & Water Solutions Environmental Management System 
(EMS) including the following: 
 

• Operational Plan; 

• Dust Management Plan; 

• Noise Management Plan; 

• Register of Environmental Effects; 

• Pollution Control Procedure; 

• Daily Inspection Regime; 

• Non-compliance Procedure; and 

• Training and Competency Review Documentation. 
 
The Operator’s workers will be on site during operational hours and are responsible for ensuring that 
the required records are made for their own permitted areas. Records may include the following: 
 

• Inspection findings or any other records will be recorded in site diary; 

• All details of any breakdowns or complaints will be recorded on the day that each event occurs and 
will be investigated; and 

• Routine inspections will also be carried out to inspect the quality of the material entering the site, 
monitor the environmental controls and record the weather conditions.  

 

  

 
2 WRAP Quality Protocol ‘Aggregates from Inert Wastes’ (October 2013) 
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3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 
3.1 General 
 

The Environmental Risk Assessment (193443/H1ERA) provides the full assessment of environmental 
risk. 

 
3.2 Emissions to Air  

 
During the importation and processing works, dust may become airborne. The risks posed by airborne 
fugitive dusts and control measures are described in the Dust Management Plan (193443/DMP). 
 

3.3 Noise 
 
The nearest sensitive receptors susceptible to noise emissions will be the staff working in the 
businesses across the road and residents of the property circa 280 m north west of the site, the property 
330 m south east and those inhabiting properties circa 460 m to the south west. More information is 
provided in the Noise Management Plan (193443/NMP). 

 
Working controls will include maintaining plant in a good working condition, operating the site in line 
with BS5228 (Code of practice for noise and vibration control on construction and open sites) and 
operating to the operational hours presented in Table 2. Works will be in accordance with the 
Operational Plan (193443/OP).  

 
3.4 Risks from Materials (human health / controlled waters) 

 
The site will operate strict controls and testing on material, which will ensure engineering and 
environmental specifications are adhered to. This includes prior assessment and valedictory inspection 
regimes to ensure material conforms. Through this process the environment and human health will 
always be protected. The recovered aggregate and soil production will be to a purchaser specification 
under contract or will be tested in accordance with principles of the WRAP aggregate from inert waste 
protocol.   
 
Treatment, transport and storage activities will be in accordance with the Operational Plan (193443/OP). 
Working and emergency controls will be developed and implemented through the Environmental 
Management System to ensure that spills of pollutants do not impact the environmental and/or water 
resources.  
 
There will be no point source emissions to groundwaters or surface waters. There will be a discharge 
for overflow of clean surface water to a farm ditch depression. There will be a sub-surface water storage 
tank and oil water separator within the site to maximise rainwater harvesting and ensure suitable 
treatment. The proposed surface water drainage plan is shown in drawing 193443/D/004.  


