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BASIS OF REPORT 

This document has been prepared by SLR with reasonable skill, care and diligence, and taking account of the manpower, timescales and 
resources devoted to it by agreement with Stuart Partners Limited (the Client) as part or all of the services it has been appointed by the 
Client to carry out. It is subject to the terms and conditions of that appointment. 

SLR shall not be liable for the use of or reliance on any information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document for any 
purpose by any person other than the Client. Reliance may be granted to a third party only in the event that SLR and the third party 
have executed a reliance agreement or collateral warranty. 

Information reported herein may be based on the interpretation of public domain data collected by SLR, and/or information supplied 
by the Client and/or its other advisors and associates. These data have been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid.   

The copyright and intellectual property in all drawings, reports, specifications, bills of quantities, calculations and other information set 
out in this report remain vested in SLR unless the terms of appointment state otherwise.   

This document may contain information of a specialised and/or highly technical nature and the Client is advised to seek clarification on 
any elements which may be unclear to it.  

Information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document should only be relied upon in the context of the whole document 
and any documents referenced explicitly herein and should then only be used within the context of the appointment.  
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 INTRODUCTION  

SLR Consulting Ltd (SLR) has been instructed by Stuart Partners Ltd (SPL) to prepare an Environmental Permit 
(EP) Variation application for the Hill Barton Soil Recycling Facility, Hill Barton Business Park, Sidmouth Road, 
Clyst St Mary, Exeter, EX5 1DR, hereafter referred to as ‘the site’.  

This non-technical summary provides a summary of the regulated facility, an explanation of exactly what is being 
applied for, and a summary of the key technical standards and control measures that will be implemented at the 
site.  

1.1 Site History  

The site is an existing Soil Recycling Facility (SRF) operated by SPL under a bespoke EP (ref. EPR/CB3100UB/V002). 
In accordance with the EP, the site is permitted to treat up to 130,000 tonnes per annum (tpa) of a range of 
processing, packaging, waste management, municipal, construction, demolition and excavation waste materials 
arising from local developments for treatment.  

1.2 Site Location 

The site is located approximately 1.9km south of Clyst Honiton at National Grid Reference (NGR) SY0055091050. 
The site is located within the Hill Barton Business Park from which access to the site is gained via the A3052 and 
Stuart Way.  

The surrounding land generally consists of agricultural land to the north, east and south, with occasional 
residential and industrial premises interspersed throughout. Hill Barton Business Park extends westwards and 
south-westwards. There are several residential properties within 500m of the site, with the nearest being located 
100m southwest.  

The location of the site, its environmental site setting, and the cultural & natural heritage are illustrated on 
Drawings 001, 003 and 004 respectively.  

1.3 Pre-Application Discussions with the Environment Agency  

Environment Agency (EA) officer Eleanor Fielding visited the site on 14/09/2020 for a pre-arranged site 
inspection.  During the inspection, proposals to install a wash plant were discussed. Eleanor advised that SPL 
must submit an EP variation application in order to be able to operate this.  

Further discussions were had with EA officer Jacob Rees in December 2020 and January 2021 regarding the 
storage of imported incinerator bottom ash aggregate (IBAA) at the site for off-site transfer.  

 SUMMARY OF THE REGULATED FACILITY  

The site is currently permitted to treat an annual throughput of up to 130,000 tonnes per annum (tpa) of 
processing, packaging, waste management, municipal construction, demolition and excavation waste materials 
arising from local developments to produce soils, soil substitute and aggregate for onwards use. Unrecoverable 
waste is sent to the adjacent Hill Barton Landfill (ref. 401814/0320044) for disposal subject to meeting its waste 
acceptance criteria.   

Under the existing EP (ref. EPR/CB3100UB/V002), storage of waste shall not exceed 80,000 tonnes at any one 
time. Furthermore, treatment of slags and ashes for disposal is limited to 50 tonnes per day, and 75 tonnes per 
day in the case of mixed recovery and disposal.  
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Non-hazardous waste is accepted on site in accordance with the Waste Acceptance Procedure detailed in the 
Environmental Management System (EMS) (ref. 416.05631.00006/EMS March 2019). Waste is then stored in 
stockpiles in an appropriate, fit for purpose storage area.   

At the waste processing area, the following treatment operations are carried out; 

• sorting; 

• separation; 

• blending; 

• screening; and 

• crushing.   

After treatment the materials are transferred off site for recovery and sold to the local market as secondary 
aggregates.   

The storage and waste processing areas are shown in Drawing 002 Site Layout Plan. 

 WHAT IS BEING APPLIED FOR?  

SPL are applying to vary the site’s EP as follows: 

• The installation of a new MATEC 150 wash plant at the site in order to improve the quality of the facility’s 
outputs and enable grading of smaller fractions. The wash plant will comprise a sealed process with no 
emissions of effluent proposed on site.  

• Add the storage and transfer of imported IBAA without treatment under EWC code 19 12 12 as a separate 
activity undertaken on site; 

• Increase the maximum volume of wastes from Table 2 in the Operations and Environmental 
Management Plan that can be stored on site at any one time to 30,000 tonnes; and 

• Extend the site’s EP boundary to accommodate the new wash plant area and IBAA storage and transfer 
area, as shown on Drawing 002 Site Layout Plan. 

The purpose of the wash plant is to screen waste and separate the larger soil particles from the finer fractions. 
Enabling grading of smaller fractions will improve the quality of the output from site and enable further waste 
recovery of sands for example. The wash plant removes small particles from the soil and grade smaller fractions; 
it is not intended to clean wastes of contamination. The wash plant process will be entirely sealed and water 
within the plant is recycled. Meaning there will be no runoff generated from wash plant operations. Effluent 
generated will be contained and transported to an off-site, suitably licensed waste management facility for 
disposal as and when required.   

 APPLICATION CONTENTS  

To support this application, the following documentation is submitted in addition to this Non-Technical Summary 
(NTS); 

• Section 2 - Application Forms; 

• Section 3 - Drawings; 

• Section 4 - Environmental Risk Assessment (ERA);  

• Section 5 - Operations and Environmental Management Plan (OEMP); 

• Section 6 – Site Condition Report (SCR); and 
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• Section 7 – Dust Management Plan (DMP). 

4.1  Application Forms  

Parts A, C2, C4 and F1 of the EA’s application forms have been completed in support of this EP Variation 
application and are enclosed as Section 2. 

4.2 Drawings  

Drawings illustrating the location of the site, the site’s environmental setting and the addition to the site’s EP 
boundary, are included in Section 3 of the application. The drawings are referenced throughout the application 
as follows: 

• Drawing 001 Site Location Plan 

• Drawing 002 Site Layout Plan 

• Drawing 003 Environmental Site Setting 

• Drawing 004 Cultural and Natural Heritage 

4.3 Environmental Risk Assessment  

The ERA considers odour, fugitive emissions, dust, releases to water, litter, mud, birds, vermin and insects, and 
potential for accidents and incidents. The assessment concludes that with the implementation of the risk 
management measures described, potential hazards from the proposed development are not likely to be 
significant.   

The ERA is enclosed in Section 4 of this application.  

4.4 Operations and Environmental Management Plan  

The OEMP describes how the site has been designed and will be operated in accordance with relevant technical 
standards and guidance. The document includes an overview of the technology, operational processes, emissions 
monitoring and reporting implemented at the site.   

The EMP is enclosed in Section 5 of this application. 

4.5 Site Condition Report 

The objective of the SCR is to record and describe the condition of the land at the site prior to operation, thereby 
providing a point of reference and baseline environmental data for when the EP is surrendered. The SCR 
comprises an overview of the site details, condition of the land at EP issue, pollution history, historic 
contamination and permitted activities. Sections 4 to 7 of the SCR template are maintained and updated during 
the life of the permit to include any changes to activity and subsequent measures taken to protect the land, 
pollution incidents and monitoring. 

The SCR is enclosed in Section 6 of this application. 

4.6 Dust Management Plan 

The DMP considers potential dust emissions from the site during operation and aims to specify a range of 
measures to manage any environment or social impacts on local surroundings. The assessment concludes that 
with the implementation of the site-specific control measures described, potential hazards from the proposed 
development are not likely to be significant.   
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The DMP is enclosed in Section 7 of this application. 

 KEY TECHNICAL STANDARDS AND CONTROL MEASURES  

Key technical standards that are complied with are as follows:  

• EA Guidance Develop a management system: environmental permits November 2020.   

• EA Guidance Control and monitor emissions for your environmental permit October 2020. 

• EA Guidance Risk Assessments for your environmental permit December 2020.  

The control measures that are necessary to ensure the site does not give rise to significant environmental impact 
have been determined through the risk assessment process and are summarised below: 

• Activities are managed in accordance with an environmental management system; 

• Performance against the management system is audited at regular intervals; 

• Site operations are restricted to the following hours 08:00-18:00 on weekdays and Saturdays, excluding 
bank holidays; 

• Noise management measures are employed to minimise emissions of noise including; 

o Machinery is operated so as to minimise noise;  

o Vehicles adhere to a speed limit on site and within the wider Hill Barton Business Park; and 

o Site surfaces are kept in good repair to minimise noise associated with uneven roads. 

• Strict waste acceptance procedures, detailed in the OEMP, will be adhered to prevent odour and 
contamination; 

• Dust management measures are employed to minimise emissions of dust including; 

o Dampening of waste in dry or windy conditions; 

o Avoiding loading, unloading and treatment of waste during high winds; 

o Minimising the heights of waste stored in stockpiles; 

o Using covers on vehicles; 

o A singular access point; 

o Hard surfacing of the yard; 

o Enforcing speed limits and reducing vehicle movements and idling on site including around the 
soil wash plant area; and 

o Regularly cleaning and dampening roadways. 

Daily observational monitoring is undertaken at the Site boundary, for odour, noise and dust emissions. 
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