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1 Non-Technical Summary 

An application is made to the Environment Agency for a variation from Standard Permit Rules SR2010 

No12 to a bespoke waste operation permit to allow the annual throughput to increase from the 

currently permitted 75,000tpa to 150,000tpa. The proposed increase in annual tonnage is requested 

to allow the site to meet current demand for the recycling of waste loads to aggregate, meeting the 

“end of status” established by the aggregate quality protocol.  

The permitted activity allows for the import of waste materials, principally the soil and stones under 

EWC Code 17 05 04, generated from construction and demolition projects. This material is stockpiled 

and is run through a jaw crusher to reduce the size of the particles. The material is then screened by 

particle size to accord with the particle size grading criteria for the material to be considered to have 

“end of waste” criteria. This material is then sent out as a product for the specified uses in the 

construction industry. Any waste arising from the treatment process remains as a controlled waste 

and is exported with a Waste Transfer Note to an appropriately licensed facility. Typically, this is to 

another landfill site where is may be used as cover material as part of the restoration phase.  

The permit for this activity has been held by the Operator, Holmacott Landfill and Recycling Ltd, since 

2012. The operation accords with the Generic Risk Assessment which accompanies this Standard 

Rules Permit. A review of the Environmental Risk Assessment, in consideration of the proposed 

annual throughput to 150,000tpa is included with this variation application.  

This risk assessment considers possible emissions and environmental impacts from the site using the 

principle of source, pathway, and receptors identified. The risk assessment concludes that the overall 

risk from the site does not require site specific management plans to ensure that emissions are 

adequately controlled. This conclusion is reached in consideration of the relatively remote location of 

the proposed operation to ecological or human receptors and the inert nature of the wastes which are 

treated.  
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2 Site Details 

Holmacott Landfill Site & Recycling Centre are applying to the Environment Agency (EA) to vary permit 

EPR/GB3232AA. An application is made accordance with the Environmental Permitting (England and 

Wales) Regulations 2016 (ERP). 

The site currently holds a Standard Rules permit SR2010 No12 for the treatment of waste to produce 

soil, soil substitutes and aggregate.  

The site is located next to a permitted inert landfill site (permit ref. AB3901FS/V002) held b J Coles 

Contractors. Separate permits for the treatment of waste wood (<75,000 tpa) (SR 2011 No.4) (permit 

ref. HB/3430AR/A001) and a waste transfer operation (permit ref. TP3291HJ/V002 held by J Coles 

Contractors). 

This variation application pertains only to the aggregate processing operation covered by permit ref. 

EPR/GB3232AA. 

. 

2.1 Site Location 

The site is located in North Devon, approximately 241m north east of the A39, which runs from 

Barnstaple to the north-west to Bideford to the south west. The site is shown indicatively on the map 

below.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Site Location Map 
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3 Site Operation 

The site accepts waste loads of soil and stone, mainly from construction and demolition sites. This is 

accepted into the site, largely under EWC Code 17 05 04.  

The material is placed in a stockpile whilst it awaits processing via a jaw crusher. 

The end product is screened by various particle size grades in accordance with products defined by 

the aggregate quality protocol. These are summarised in the list below:- 

• Unbound recycled aggregate: Pipe bedding drainage 

• Unbound recycled aggregate: Granular fill, general fill and capping material 

• Unbound recycled aggregate: Sub-base 

• Recycled aggregate for concrete 

• Recycled aggregate for asphalt 

• Recycled aggregate for hydraulically bound mixtures 

• Reclaimed asphalt for use in bituminous mixtures.  

These products are tested in accordance with end of waste quality protocols by a third party, and 

results confirming that the material grading conforms to the relevant end of waste criteria are retained 

by the site management. 

Any materials which does not conform an end of waste status, continues to be classified as a waste 

material. Any waste residues are exported from the site with an accompanying Waste Transfer Notes 

to an appropriately permitted facility. This largely comprises the residual fines which do not fall within 

a designated end of waste product specification. This material is typically sent a landfill, where it may 

be used as cover material as part of a restoration phase.  

The site holds an Environmental Management System, which covers the four environmental permits 

held at the site.  

The Technical Competence Management for the site is provided by a holder of the relevant WAMITAB 

Certificate.  

A series of site photos are included in Section 7 of this report. 

 

3.1 Pre-acceptance 

A briefing note is issued to all drivers demonstrating acceptable and unacceptable wastes to be 

delivered to Holmacott Recycling Centre. 

 

3.2 Waste Acceptance 

All incoming waste is transferred into the site accompanied by a waste transfer note detailing the waste 

carriers number and details of the applicable waste code. Any material not conforming to the site 

permit or definition of inert waste will be rejected from the site. This has been covered in detail within 

the Environmental Management System (EMS) operation procedures. 
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3.3 Plant, equipment and storage 

Plant is subject to a regular inspection and maintenance schedule to ensure good working order and 

that staff can operate safely and efficiently to the quality requirements. This has been covered in detail 

within the EMS operation procedures. 

 

3.4 Storage areas 

Storage areas for goods such as input materials, equipment and products are identified to ensure that 

such goods are stored to prevent contamination and deterioration and can be maintained in 

accordance with regulatory requirements. See attached Site Plan. 

 

3.5 Aggregate production 

The following flow chart shows the main stages and control mechanisms of the Quality Protocol: 

 

Figure 2: Stages and Control Mechanisms of the Quality Protocol 
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3.5.1 Input materials 

To ensure that only inert waste is accepted, the acceptance criteria meets the requirements set out in 

the “Quality Protocol for the production of aggregates from inert waste”. The majority of the inert waste 

at Holmacott Recycling Centre is soil mixed with asphalt, concrete and brick. Therefore, the only 

acceptable input materials are the inert waste materials as follows: 

 

European Waste Catalogue Code  Description  Restrictions  

17 01 01  Concrete  Selected construction and demolition 

waste acceptable only with low 

content (less than 1%) of other types 

of materials (like metals, plastics, 

organics, wood, rubber etc) The 

origin of the waste must be known.  

No clay or chalk.  

17 01 02  Bricks  Same as above. 

17 05 04  Soils and stones 

including gravel 

Excluding clay and chalk.  

17 05 08  Crushed rock, sand, 

road base and 

planings, track 

ballast 

Same as above. 

Table 1: Acceptable waste input materials 

3.6 Material processing and Factory Production Control 

A Factory Production Control (FPC) system allows manufacturers to monitor their process material to 

ensure that the required product characteristics are achieved and maintained at a consistent quality 

and in accordance with their permit requirements. Each producer must comply with all of the 

requirements of a BS EN aggregates standard appropriate for each aggregate, and producers should 

ensure that the standards and specifications are reviewed to make sure they are working to the latest 

version. 

The following standards, specifications and quality controls for the use of aggregates apply to 

Holmacott Recycling Centre. 

 

Product and 

Use 

Standard Specification Quality Controls 

1 

Unbound 

recycled 

aggregate: 

BS EN 13242: 

Aggregates for 

unbound and 

hydraulically bound 

materials for use in 

Highways Agency 

Specification for 

Highway Works (SHW):  

Series 500  

BS EN 13242: Level 4 

Attestation Evaluation of 

Conformity to BS EN 

16236* 
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Pipe bedding 

Drainage 

civil engineering work 

and road construction 

Highway Authorities and 

Utilities Committee 

(HAUC): Specification 

for the reinstatement of 

openings in highways 

(SROH) 

SHW: Quality Control 

procedures in accordance 

with the Quality Protocol for 

the production of 

aggregates from inert waste  

SROH: Compliance with 

SHW 

2 

Unbound 

recycled 

aggregate: 

Granular fill 

General fill 

Capping 

BS EN 13242: 

Aggregates for 

unbound and 

hydraulically bound 

materials for use in 

civil engineering work 

and road construction 

Highways Agency 

Specification for 

Highway Works:  

Series 600 

HAUC: Specification for 

the reinstatement of 

openings in highways 

BS EN 13285:  Unbound 

mixtures: 

Specifications 

BS EN 13242: Level 4 

Attestation Evaluation of 

Conformity to BS EN 

16236* 

SHW: Quality Control 

procedures in accordance 

with the  Quality Protocol for 

the production of 

aggregates from inert waste 

SROH: Compliance 

 3 

Unbound 

recycled 

aggregate: sub 

base 

BS EN 13242: 

Aggregates for 

unbound and 

hydraulically bound 

materials for use in 

civil engineering work 

and road construction 

Highways Agency 

Specification for 

Highway Works: 

Series 800 

HAUC: Specification for 

the reinstatement of 

openings in highways 

BS EN 13285: Unbound 

mixtures: Specifications 

BS EN 13242: Level 4 

Attestation Evaluation of 

Conformity to BS EN 

16236*  

SHW: Quality Control 

procedures in accordance 

with the Quality Protocol for 

the production of 

aggregates from inert waste 

SROH: Compliance with 

SHW 

4 

Recycled 

aggregate for 

concrete 

BS EN 12620: 

Aggregates for 

concrete 

Highways Agency 

Specification for 

Highway Works: Series 

1000  

BS 8500-2: Concrete 

BS EN 12620: Level 4 

Attestation  Evaluation of 

Conformity to BS EN 

16236* 

SHW: Quality Control 

procedures in accordance 

with the Quality Protocol for 

the production of 

aggregates from inert waste 

5 

Recycled 

aggregate for 

asphalt 

BS EN 13043: 

Aggregates for 

bituminous mixtures 

and surface 

treatments for roads, 

airfields and other 

trafficked areas 

Highways Agency 

Specification for 

Highway Works: 

Series 900 

BS EN 13043: Level 4 

Attestation Evaluation of 

Conformity to BS EN 

16236* 

SHW: Quality Control 

procedures in accordance 
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HAUC: Specification for 

the reinstatement of 

openings in highways 

with the Quality Protocol for 

the production of 

aggregates from inert waste 

SROH: Compliance with 

SHW 

6 

Recycled 

aggregate for 

hydraulically 

bound mixtures 

BS EN 13242: 

Aggregates for 

unbound and 

hydraulically bound 

materials for use in 

civil engineering work 

and road construction 

Highways Agency 

Specification for 

Highway Works: 

Series 800 

HAUC: Specification for 

the reinstatement of 

openings in highways 

BS EN 14227-1 to  5 

Hydraulically Bound 

Mixtures: Specifications 

BS EN 13242: Level 4 

Attestation Evaluation of 

Conformity to BS EN 

16236* 

SHW: Quality Control 

procedures in accordance 

with the Quality Protocol for 

the production of 

aggregates from inert waste 

SROH: Compliance with 

SHW 

7 

Reclaimed 

asphalt for use 

in bituminous 

mixtures 

BS EN 13108-8 

Bituminous mixtures – 

Material specifications 

– Part 8: Reclaimed 

asphalt 

Highways Agency 

Specification for 

Highway Works: 

Series 900 

BS EN 13108-1 to 5 

Bituminous mixtures – 

Materia specifications 

BS EN 13108-8 NHSS 

Sector Scheme 14  

SHW: Quality Control 

procedures in accordance 

with the Quality Protocol for 

the production of 

aggregates from inert waste 

SROH: Compliance with 

SHW 

Table 2: Standards, specifications and quality controls for the use of aggregates 

*BS EN 16236 Evaluation of conformity of aggregates – Initial Type Testing and Factory Production Control. 

The procedures that implement the Factory Production Control at Holmacott Recycling Centre are 

shown in the following documents: 

• Holmacott Receipt of Waste Material 

• Holmacott Processing Clean Waste 

• Holmacott Processing Mixed Inert Waste 

• Holmacott WRAP Site Layout 

These documents are included in the appendices to this report. 

3.6.1 Process Control (Input materials and equipment) 

3.6.1.1 Input materials 

The feedstock material needs to be inspected by the Yardman before beginning the process to verify 

that it has not degraded during storage (e.g. it is too wet because it has been exposed to rain, it has 

been mixed with other material, etc.)  
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If the material is exposed to rain, it should be left to dry and no processing should take place. If it has 

been mixed with other material then the Yardman will remove it to the storage allocated for removal 

to landfill and complete an NCR.  

 

3.6.1.2 Equipment 

Only the Yardman who has been trained to operate the plant is authorised to process the feedstock 

material. Procedures for the use, control, calibration and maintenance of inspection, measuring and 

test equipment must be setup and followed. Equipment must be uniquely identified. 

 

3.6.1.3 Three-way screener 

Material fed into the screener should be slowly tipped onto the griddle bars. The Yardman checks that 

the material is being screened correctly by visually examining the material leaving the conveyors. If 

the material is not being screened correctly, all stockpiles beneath the conveyor must be placed into 

the appropriate storage location for future processing. All screening is to stop until the problem has 

been rectified by the Fitter.  

The Yardman will remove the stockpiles produced by the screener by vehicle or shovel loader to the 

appropriate storage area.  

 

3.6.2 Crusher 

A machine operator will load the crusher and the Yardman will visually observe the entry of the material 

into the crushing plant. He will remove by hand any foreign material observed and place in the 

appropriate skip for disposal or recycling.  

The Yardman will remove the crushed material to the appropriate stockpile area. The Yardman will 

complete the daily process control record for weekly submission to the OM. 

 

3.6.3 Production and testing 

All testing will be undertaken by a UKAS approved laboratory. Should test results be unsatisfactory,  

a NCR will be completed for root cause analysis by the OM. All test results will be filed by the test 

technician once viewed by the OM. Unsatisfactory test results will result in increased testing 

frequencies until satisfactory results are once again obtained.  

The following production and testing procedure will take place: 

1. A weekly visual inspection will be performed by the test technician to check grading, content 

of foreign material, contamination, segregation, and water content. If the product is non-

conforming then it will be removed for re-processing and an NCR will be completed.  

2. Delivery documentation shall state that the product was produced under a quality protocol 

conforming to the WRAP Quality Protocol for Aggregates from Inert Waste. 

3. Input materials must be stocked in a controlled manner in clearly identified locations. 
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4. Material taken from stock for processing must be checked for deterioration. 

5. The finished product must be identifiable up to the point of sale. 

The manner in which processing equipment is maintained and adjusted during production must be 

defined. Procedures must be in place and implemented to maintain the quality of the product during 

handling, storage, transport and delivery. 

The following table collates the minimum test frequencies required, including minimum requirements 

of the FPC for a range of routine tests:- 

End use Standards and 

Specifications 

Test BS test 

reference 

Minimum test 

frequency 

All end use BS EN 13242 

BS EN 12620 

Particle Size 

Distribution 

 

EN 933-1 1 per week 

Particle size 

distribution 

EN 1097-6 1 per month 

Classification of 

constituents  

EN1097-2 1 per month 

Water soluble 

sulphate 

EN 933-11 1 per month 

Aggregates for 

concrete 

BS EN 12620 Particle density 

and water 

absorption 

EN 1744-1 1 per month 

Sulphur 

containing 

compounds  

EN 1744-1 2 per year 

Chlorides EN 1744-5 2 per year 

Influence on 

setting time of 

cement 

EN 1744-6 2 per year 

Table 3: Minimum test Frequencies 

Frequencies are defined in terms of ‘production week’ or similar and/or ‘production day’. These periods 

should be defined by the producer depending on the throughput of the plant/equipment. Production 

week can be defined as the period of seven consecutive days comprising at least five production days 

or the period taken to complete five production days, whichever is longer. 

Where materials are known to be marginal or if initial test results show them as such, the frequency 

of testing should be increased. 

The producer must prepare a schedule of test frequencies taking into account the minimum 

requirements of the relevant FPC.  

Under special conditions the test frequencies may be reduced below those given in the FPC annex of 

the standards. Possible reasons include: 

• highly automated production equipment; 
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• long-term experience with consistency of special properties; 

• sources of high conformity; and 

• running a Quality Management System with exceptional measures for surveillance and 

monitoring of the production process. 

3.6.4 Finished Products 

Manufactured products General Description  

5-20mm Recycled Aggregate  A graded recycled aggregate comprising of concrete, 

granite, gravel, asphalt, and brick.  

5-20mm 50/50 blended aggregate  A graded blended aggregate comprising of recycled 

aggregate and natural gravel.  

Fine fill  General fill soil graded to less than 5mm.  

Top-soil  Low grade top soil graded to less than 5mm  

Table 4: Finished Product Descriptions 

3.6.5 Despatch & Delivery 

The aggregate must require no further processing, including size reduction, for the use in which it is 

destined at the time it is produced. 

3.6.6 Product storage 

Aggregate that has been regarded as having ceased to be waste, as a result of compliance with the 

requirements of the Quality Protocol, may be stored temporarily on site. As the materials will not be 

waste at this point, waste management controls will not apply. However, if it appears that the material 

is being stored indefinitely, the material will revert to being a waste again. 

Regardless of waste categorisation, producers, distributors and users should follow good practice for 

the transportation, storage and handling of aggregate. This includes pollution prevention and 

environmental good practice following the CIRIA guidance, health and safety, and adhering to the 

EMS Manual in regard to possible nuisance and pollution. 

3.6.7 Use 

To comply with the Quality Protocol, aggregate must be destined for use in unbound or bound 

applications in civil engineering and construction, which is to be included on delivery documentation. 

• Unbound – including sub-base, capping, general fill, pipe bedding and drainage; 

• Bound – including hydraulically bound applications, concrete and asphalt. 

 

3.7 Compliance Management 

For the purposes of meeting the quality protocol, Holmacott Recycling Centre must keep and retain 

specified records for a minimum of two years and make them available for inspection if requested. 
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3.7.1 Training 

All personnel must be trained on the FPC and Quality Manual including: 

• acceptance criteria; 

• procedures for non-compliant input wastes and output products; 

• sampling; 

• testing; and 

• Inspection. 

 

3.7.2 Records Management 

To demonstrate compliance, Holmacott must maintain delivery documentation for every load of 

recycled aggregate despatched that contains the following information. 

Producer: Holmacott Recycling Centre, Orchard Farm, Instow, Bideford, EX39 4LR 

Date of Supply  

Customer Name  

Customer Address  

Customer Telephone  

Aggregates Standard  

Customer Specification  

Quantity (tonnes or m3)  

This product was produced in compliance with the Quality Protocol for Aggregates from inert waste 

Figure 3: Example of Delivery Dispatch Documentation 

If requested, Holmacott Recycling Centre should also be able to produce further documentation to the 

purchaser such as: 

• Test Results and Procedure in accordance with the required standard or specification and any 

further tests required to assess suitability for a particular end use. 

• Details of the Factory Production Control Manual (this document). 

• Information on good practice for the storage, transportation and handling of all aggregates 

supplied
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4 Proposed Variation 

Due to increased demand for its waste management services, and continuing need for the end of 

waste products derived from the waste recovery process, an application is made to increase the 

permitted annual tonnage from the currently permitted 75,000tpa to 150,000tpa.  

The operation will otherwise continue as per the existing Standard Rules Permit.  It is not proposed to 

vary the permit boundary as part of this application. 

It is not proposed to change any of the waste codes currently accepted at the site from those listed on 

the current permit in accordance with SR2010 No12. All of the proposed waste codes are non-

hazardous. However, it is noted that that the material is largely accepted under EWC Code 17 05 04 

for non-hazardous soil and stones, which is inert in nature. 
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5 Environmental Risk Assessment 

5.1 Risk Assessment Process 

As part of the application for the environmental permit for Holmacott Landfill Site & Recycling Centre 

Ltd, operators must assess the risk to the environment and human health related to the permitted 

activities they are applying for. This Environmental Risk Assessment (ERA) has been undertaken in 

accordance with the online Environment Agency Guidance for undertaking environmental risk 

assessments. Details five key steps to the risk assessment process prior to its submission with a 

permit application. These are:- 

1.) Identify risks from the activity 

2.) Identify the relevant receptors 

3.) Identify pathways 

4.) Assess the risks 

5.) State methods of risk control 

6.) Present the assessment.  

Further information on each stage of the risk assessment is set out below. 

 

5.2 Step 1 – Identification of risks 

The operation has previously been permitted under SR 2010 No12, the location criteria associated 

with this permit, and the corresponding risk assessment.  

The following section of this document identifies those activities which present different types of risk 

to the environment associated with the proposed operation, including:- 

• Emissions to air 

• Emissions to water 

• Emissions to land 

• Accidental releases 

• Release of odour  

• Release of noise 

• Pests 

• Vandalism. 

The categories for the risk assessment have been prepared in-line with the risks identified in the online 

guidance. 

 

5.3 Step 2 – Identify pathways 

The pathways are associated with the means by which a potential polluting emission can reach an 

identified receptor. It is noted that a particular feature could be both a receptor and a pathway. 
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5.4 Step 3 – Identify Receptors 

These include all relevant environmental aspects such as people, vegetation, animals, properties and 

water bodies. 

Receptor No. Address  Distance from site  Land use 

1 Orchard Farm, Instow, 

Bideford, EX39 4LR 

730m north-west of site Dwelling and agricultural 

workplace  

2 Collacott Farm, Newton 

Tracey, Barnstaple, 

EX31 3QF 

800m north-east of site Tourism (campsite) 

3 Little Knightacott Farm, 

Lydacott, Barnstaple, 

EX31 3QG 

950m north-west of site Dwelling and agricultural 

workplace 

4 Holmacott Farm, Instow, 

Bideford, EX39 4LR 

600m south-west of site Dwelling and agricultural 

workplace 

5 Knowle Farm, Instow, 

Bideford, EX39 4LR 

900m south-west of site Dwelling and agricultural 

workplace 

6 Huish Moor, Instow, 

Bideford, EX39 4LR 

645m south-west of Site  Dwelling  

7 The Elders, Elders farm, 

Instow, Bideford, EX39 

4LR 

600m south-west of site Dwelling  

8 Highfield farm, Instow, 

Bideford, EX39 4LR 

950m north-west of site Dwelling and agricultural 

workplace 

9 Pyewell farm, Instow, 

Bideford, EX39 4LR 

950m south-west of site. Tourism (campsite) 

10 Hope Chapel, Instow, 

Bideford, EX39 4LR 

700m south-west of site Dwelling  

11 Kittymoor Brake Local 

Wildlife Site 

North-east of site 

(see Appendix 2 for 

map) 

Local Wildlife site  

12 A39 Road  220m south-east of Site A-road  

13 Site Access Road  Site access road B-road 

14 Unnamed pond 40m north-east of site Water source 

15 Unnamed stream 50m north-east of site Water source  

16 Wheel wash On site Water source 

17 Buried tank  On site  Water source  
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Table 5 : Nearby Receptors  

 

Figure 4: Site Location and Nearby Receptors1   

 

1 Source: MAGIC map 
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5.4.1 Emissions to water sources 

No formal drainage on site, 16 and 17 labelled in figure 5 show possible drainage into the wheel wash 

and buried tank. Runoff from the material stockpiles may also drain through the woodland at Kittymoor 

brake 11 and into the unnamed stream and  pond, labelled 14 and 15.  

Figure 5: Closest water sources (approx. site boundaries shown in red) 1  

14 

16 17 

15 
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5.4.2 Prevailing Wind Conditions 

Prevailing wind conditions from the west and west-south-west, as shown in Figure 5. Readings are 

taken from Westward Ho! Weather station located approximately 7km West of the site location.2 

5.4.3 Surface and Ground Water Designations 

Located within the Taw and North Devon Streams operational catchment, however not affected by 

any notable direct catchments in the area (Figure 6, see Appendix 1). No water source protection 

zones in the vicinity (5km+). The site overlies a Secondary A aquifer (Figure 8). Groundwater 

vulnerability is medium (Figure 9), soilscape indicates soil type to be permeable (Figure 10).  

 

5.5 Step 4 - Assess Risks 

Acceptable risks within environmental limits may be screened out. The level of risk presented can be 

indicatively assessed using a scoring matrix. These allow us to identify which risk, if any, are 

significant, and will require additional consideration in a more detailed assessment. 

 

 

2 Simulated historical climate & weather data for Westward Ho! - meteoblue 

Figure 6: Windrose Diagram for Location 

https://www.meteoblue.com/en/weather/historyclimate/climatemodelled/westward-ho%21_united-kingdom_2634240


Holmacott Permit Variation – Environmental Permit Variation 

   Aardvark EM Limited – November 2022 Page 18 

5.6 Step 5 – Risk Control 

For any risks which are identified as part of the assessment process as being too high without 

additional management, this section of the report details how those risks can be controlled via 

management and mitigation to be within acceptable limits. 

 

5.7 Step 6 – Present the assessment 

The risk assessment is presented in tabulated format below. The risk assessment is organised by 

emission type. 
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5.7.1 Emissions to air 

Hazard Receptor Pathway Risk Management Techniques Probability of 

Exposure 

Consequence Overall Risk 

Assessment 

Release of 

particulate matter 

(dusts) and 

micro-organisms 

causing 

respiratory 

irritation and 

illness. 

Local human 

population 

including the 

identified 

dwellings with 

1km of the site 

boundary 

(receptor nos 1 – 

10) 

Emission to 

atmosphere 

and inhalation 

Ensure that dusty loads arriving 

or leaving the site are sheeted. 

Continuous monitoring of the 

process. 

A complaints procedure will be 

put in place to ensure that 

potential issues are identified 

and rectified as soon as possible 

Regular inspection of all plant 

and control measures. 

Low – the 

nearest off-site 

human 

receptors are 

located 600m 

to the east from 

the permit 

boundary. 

There are very 

few human 

receptors within 

1km of the site 

Human health 

impacts 

associated in 

with inhalation 

of pollutants.  

Low risk 

 

Release of 

particulate matter 

(dusts) and 

micro-organisms 

as a cause 

amenity / 

nuisance issue 

Local human 

population 

(receptors 1 - 10) 

road network, 

including A39 

(receptor no. 12) 

Emission to 

atmosphere 

and 

subsequent 

settlement 

As above Low Dust 

accumulation 

on cars or 

road surfacing 

Low 

Table 6: Uncontrolled emissions to air assessment Risk Assessment Summary 
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5.7.2 Emissions to water 

Hazard Receptor Pathway Risk Management Techniques Probability of 

Exposure 

Consequence Overall Risk 

Assessment 

Surface water 

runoff 

contamination 

Surface water 

(via surface 

water drainage 

network 

mentioned in 

section 5.4.3. 

labelled as 

receptor 16 and 

17) 

Site drainage 

network 

Surface water runoff from the 

track drains is collected in the 

site’s drainage system and 

wheel wash. Drainage system 

consists of a buried tank for 

collection of surface water and 

is located on the edge of the 

concrete plinth where the waste 

transfer activities are 

undertaken (under permit ref. 

TP3291HJ; WML 21616). This is 

collected periodically and 

discharged off-site by third party 

tankerage provided. 

 

Low Associated 

water quality 

issues with 

increased 

suspended 

sediment load 

Low 

Surface water 

runoff 

contamination 

Surface water 

stream and pond 

(Receptor 14 

and 15) flowing 

through 

Kittymoor Brake 

(Receptor 11) 

Surface water 

runoff.  

Rainwater land on the site used 

for stockpiling will percolate into 

the ground and runoff overland. 

Any overland runoff from the 

areas used to stockpile 

materials will follow topographic 

gradient downslope towards the 

small water course to the east 

which flow through the Kittymoor 

Brake woodland. All wastes 

Low Associated 

water quality 

issues with 

increased 

suspended 

sediment load. 

However, the 

wooded nature 

of the landscape 

surrounding the 

Low 
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Hazard Receptor Pathway Risk Management Techniques Probability of 

Exposure 

Consequence Overall Risk 

Assessment 

stored are inert in nature and 

will not give rise to release of 

any potentially hazardous 

material. 

watercourse will 

intercept and 

reduce loss of 

suspended 

solids. 

Surface water 

runoff 

contamination 

Water 

abstraction 

sources 

(mentioned in 

5.4.3.) 

Surface water 

runoff/ 

groundwater 

ingress 

All activities are more than 

250m from any spring or well, or 

any borehole not used to supply 

water for domestic or food 

production purposes and more 

than 50m of any spring. 

Low Contamination 

of drinking water 

supplies 

Low 

Contamination 

of groundwater 

Groundwater 

bodies/ and 

aquifers 

(mentioned in 

5.4.3.) 

Direct infiltration 

or infiltration of 

runoff water 

The permitted waste types are 

inert only and therefore very 

unlikely to present a hazard of 

groundwater contamination. 

Low Low Low 

Table 7: Emissions to Water Risk Assessment Summary 
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5.7.3 Emissions to land 

Hazard Receptor Pathway Risk Management Techniques Probability of 

Exposure 

Consequence Overall Risk 

Assessment 

Accidental 

spillages on 

external surfaces  

Underlying soil/ 

groundwater 

Infiltration 

through ground 

surface 

All external areas are finished 

with an appropriate hard 

surfacing or compacted earth. 

Low Unpermitted 

discharge to the 

site’s drainage 

network. 

Not significant 

Table 8: Emissions to Land Risk Assessment Summary 

 

 

  



Holmacott Permit Variation – Environmental Permit Variation 

    Aardvark EM Limited – November 2022       Page 23 

5.7.4 Accidental releases/ spillages 

Hazard Receptor Pathway Risk Management Techniques Probability of 

Exposure 

Consequence Overall Risk 

Assessment 

Spillages of 

waste during 

unloading  

Local human 

population 

including the 

identified 

dwellings with 

1km of the site 

boundary 

(receptor nos 1 

-10) 

Air Waste will be delivered to the 

facility in covered lorries.  

Site personnel will always 

oversee the emptying of lorries 

to reduce the chance or 

spillages. 

Heavy machinery available to 

quickly and effectively clear up 

any spillages.  

Low Local nuisance 

which may lead 

to complaint 

Not significant 

Table 9: Accidental spillages and releases Risk Assessment Summary 
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5.7.5 Noise 

Hazard Receptor Pathway Risk Management 

Techniques 

Probability of 

Exposure 

Consequence Overall Risk 

Assessment 

Plant noise Local human 

population 

including the 

identified 

dwellings with 

1km of the site 

boundary 

(receptor nos 1 – 

10) 

Air Plant operations will only take 

place during normal working 

hours.  

A complaints procedure will be 

put in place to ensure that 

potential issues are identified 

and rectified as soon as 

possible. 

Very low Nuisance Minor significance 

 

Noise associated 

with vehicle 

movements due 

to deliveries on-

site. 

Local human 

population 

including the 

identified 

dwellings with 

1km of the site 

boundary 

(receptor nos 1-

10) 

Air Main traffic movements will 

occur from 09:00 to 17:00 

Monday to Friday. 

Vehicle movements are 

controlled by condition of 

Planning Permission. 

Low Local noise Minor significance 

 

Table 10: Noise Risk Assessment Summary 
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5.7.6 Odour  

Hazard Receptor Pathway Risk Management 

Techniques 

Probability of 

Exposure 

Consequence Overall Risk 

Assessment 

Odour from waste 

being delivered 

and crushed 

Local human 

population 

including the 

identified 

dwellings with 

1km of the site 

boundary 

(receptor nos 1-

10) 

Air Permitted waste types have a 

low odour potential. 

Nevertheless, the following 

steps will be taken to ensure 

no odour risk: 

Ensure that all vehicles 

delivering waste to the facility 

are fully enclosed. 

Continuous monitoring of the 

process. 

A complaints procedure will 

be put in place to ensure that 

potential issues are identified 

and rectified as soon as 

possible. 

Regular inspection of all plant 

and control measures. 

Unlikely Odour 

annoyance 

Not significant 

 

Table 11: Odour Risk Assessment Summary 
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5.7.7 Dust and mud 

Hazard Receptor Pathway Risk Management 

Techniques 

Probability of 

Exposure 

Consequence Overall Risk 

Assessment 

Dust from waste 

being delivered 

and crushed 

Local human 

population 

including the 

identified 

dwellings with 

1km of the site 

boundary 

(receptor nos 1-

10) 

Air Physical Control Procedures: 

Ensure that all vehicles 

delivering waste are fully 

enclosed. 

Ensure crusher is covered so 

dust can be contained 

Procedural/Managerial 

Control Measures: 

Continuous monitoring of the 

process, especially during 

prolonged dry spells. 

The complaints procedure 

ensures that potential issues 

are identified and rectified as 

soon as possible. 

Regular inspection of all plant 

and control measures. 

Unlikely Dust emission 

- nuisance 

Not significant, if 

management 

effective 

Table 12: Dust and mud Risk Assessment Summary 
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5.7.8 Litter 

Hazard Receptor Pathway Risk Management 

Techniques 

Probability of 

Exposure 

Consequence Overall Risk 

Assessment 

Escape of litter 

from site 

boundary 

Local human 

population 

including the 

identified 

dwellings with 

1km of the site 

boundary 

(receptor nos 1-

10) 

Land 

(entrainment by 

wind) 

All waste will be carefully 

deposited and moved to 

ensure minimal risk of 

littering.  

Management enforces a 

strict no littering policy with 

all employees and site 

personnel.  

Low Low Not significant 

Table13: Litter Risk Assessment Summary 
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5.7.9 Pests 

Hazard Receptor Pathway Risk Management 

Techniques 

Probability of 

Exposure 

Consequence Overall Risk 

Assessment 

Attraction of 

vermin to the site 

Local human 

population 

including the 

identified 

dwellings with 

1km of the site 

boundary 

(receptor nos 1-

10) 

Migration over 

land 

The site will be subject to a 

regular cleaning schedule to 

minimise attraction of vermin. 

Preventative pest control 

measures will be undertaken. 

Low Local 

nuisance 

Not significant 

Scavenging birds, 

and associated 

noise issues 

Local human 

population 

including the 

identified 

dwellings with 

1km of the site 

boundary 

(receptor nos 1-

10) 

Migration/ air Control of odour and dust 

generation in accordance with 

OMP and litter to minimise 

attraction for birds. 

Low Local nuisance Low risk 

Table 14: Pest Risk Assessment Summary 
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5.7.10 Vandalism 

Hazard Receptor Pathway Risk Management 

Techniques 

Probability of 

Exposure 

Consequence Overall Risk 

Assessment 

Loss of 

containment due 

to damage 

caused by 

vandalism or theft 

to vehicles. 

Surface water 

containment  

Spillages on 

ground surface 

A limited number of chemical/ 

substances are stored onsite. 

Small containers of Ad-blue 

and engine oil are kept onsite 

inside secure containment on 

part of the site well away 

from public access or 

interference.  

All vehicles are locked whilst 

not in use. 

Low Unpermitted 

discharge of 

pollutants into 

the surface 

water via the 

drainage 

network 

Low risk 

Table 15: Vandalism Risk Assessment Summary 
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6 Conclusion 

The review of the environmental risk assessment of the operation including the proposed increased 

from 75,000tpa to 150,000tpa has not identified any risks which cannot be adequately managed by 

good management practices on site.  

Of particular importance to the risk assessment is adherence to the waste acceptance protocols to 

ensure that all waste received at the site is non-hazardous in nature. All waste is processed in 

accordance with the aggregates protocol for end of waste.  

The production of aggregate products as part of the end of waste process operates in accordance with 

a quality manual, as summarised in this document. 

This ensures that all material leaving the site as a recovered product meets the relevant quality 

standard. This provides additional security that the waste material imported to the site conforms to 

those listed on the permit.  
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7 Site Photos 

Photo 1. 

 

Notes:- Looking north at entrance to permitted site. The designated stockpiles can be seen with 

crusher on the right. 
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Photo 2. 

 

Notes:- Bull dozer used for managing and maintaining stockpiles 
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Photo 3. 

 

Notes:- Unsorted material stockpile 
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8 Appendix 1 - Figures 

 

 
 

Figure 7: Taw and North Devon Streams Operational Catchment 
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Figure 8: Aquifer designation map 
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Figure 9: Groundwater vulnerability map 
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Figure 10: Soilscape soil type map 
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9 Appendix 2 Nature and Heritage Conservation Screening 



 

Nature and Heritage Conservation   
Screening Report: Bespoke Waste 

 

Reference EPR/GB3232AA/V002 

NGR SS5065729515 

Buffer (m) 50 

Date report produced 04/11/2021 

Number of maps enclosed 1 

 

The nature and heritage conservation sites identified in the table below 
must be considered in your application. 

Nature and heritage 

conservation sites 

Screening 

distance (m) 

Further Information 

Local Wildlife Sites (LWS)  

Kittymoor Brake 

200 Appropriate Local Record 

Centre (LRC)  

 

The relevant Local Records Centre must be contacted for information on the features within local 

wildlife sites. A small administration charge may also be incurred for this service.  

Please note we have screened this application for protected and priority sites, habitats and species for 

which we have information. It is however your responsibility to comply with all environmental and 

planning legislation, this information does not imply that no other checks or permissions will be 

required. 

Please note the nature and heritage screening we have conducted as part of this report is subject to 

change as it is based on data we hold at the time it is generated. We cannot guarantee there will be no 

changes to our screening data between the date of this report and the submission of the permit 

application, which could result in the return of an application or requesting further information. 

http://www.alerc.org.uk/lerc-finder.html
http://www.alerc.org.uk/lerc-finder.html
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