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To: simon.collis@britvic.com
Subject: We need more information about your application and Underpayment of application charge 

EPR/BN2832IK/V005

Dear Mr Collis 

We need more information about your application and Underpayment of application charge 

Application reference: EPR/BN2832IK/V005 
Operator: Britvic Soft Drinks Limited 
Facility: Britvic Soft Drinks 

Thank you for your application received on 30/04/2021. 

I need to ask you for some missing information before I can do any more work on your application. Please 
provide us with more information to the following questions  

1) Response to question 6, Form EPC: Application for an environmental permit – Part C2 varying a bespoke
installation permit is inadequate.

An indirect point source emissions to surface water risk assessment has not been completed for the increased
emissions to the ETP and we are unable to ascertain the potential for additional impact.

Provide an indirect surface water risk assessment for discharges of treated process waters to sewer using our H1
Tool or other similar method for ‘hazardous chemicals and elements’ where appropriate:

 Identify if the process effluent is likely to contain priority substances, priority hazardous substances or other
pollutants, including specific pollutants listed in the 2015 Water Framework Directive Directions, which have
operational EQS’s, making reference to MSDS’s regarding any chemicals used on-site (Including but not limited
to any boiler corrosion chemicals, RO chemicals).

 Detail if the changes proposed (including but not limited to the addition of the new lines and increased boiler plant
operation) will increase any loads/concentrations of potentially hazardous pollutants and elements being
discharged to the ETP (Subject to the above).

 Demonstrate that the DAA operation (ETP) has sufficient treatment and balancing capacity to deal with the
increased discharge volumes and loadings relating to the proposed changes and that ETP operations will not be
materially impacted.

 Provide description of effluent treatment techniques, together with effluent pollutant loads/concentrations and
flow data for the last 12mths.

 Provide a copy of the sewage undertakers discharge consent.

The proposed variation substantially increases the volumetric flow of waste waters through the ETP prior to discharge
to sewer by ~973m3 per day and therefore the loadings or concentrations of hazardous chemicals and elements (where
identified) may also increase. In addition it is important that any new raw materials that are now used on site or raw
materials that were not relevant for consideration in the original permit application, but now are, are risk assessed. 

Most effluents will be high BOD and likely to be treatable at sewage treatment works. The applicant must demonstrate 
that a discharge to sewer is the Best Available Technique (BAT) and achieves at least an equivalent level of 
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protection to the environment as if the effluent were treated on-site. However, an impact assessment for emissions to 
sewer is not likely to be needed for most effluents unless it contains hazardous pollutants. 

The Environment Agency has a legal duty to set limits where necessary on permits for the substances in the
Environmental Quality Standards Directive (EQSD) (2008/105/EC, as amended by 2013/39/EU) and for those
substances (specific pollutants) covered by Annex 8 of the Water Framework Directive (WFD) (2000/60/EC). The
standards for these substances were transposed into UK legislation through the “The Water Framework Directive 
(Standards and Classification) Directions (England and Wales) 2015” (also referred to as the 2015 Directions). 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/risk-assessments-for-specific-activities-environmental-
permits 
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/surface-water-pollution-risk-assessment-for-your-environmental-
permit 

All point source emissions to air should be appropriately risk assessed against relevant air quality standards and 
objectives. Evidence must be provided to demonstrate that the impact of emissions from the boilers both operating in 
duty mode would be insignificant. You must do detailed modelling for any PECs not screened out as insignificant. 

 Complete and provide a H1 Risk Assessment for emissions to air for point source emissions of relevant 
pollutants using the Environment Agency’s risk assessment tool or similar methodology.  

The existing permit is over 15yrs old and it appears that the last risk assessment for emissions to air from the boilers 
(operating in duty and standby mode only) was undertaken by the Environment Agency at the original bespoke permit 
application stage. The proposed operation of the two boilers in duty mode will effectively double the mass emissions 
of pollutants to air and additionally appear to be located within a locally designated AQMA (Air quality management 
area). 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/risk-assessments-for-specific-activities-environmental-
permits 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/air-emissions-risk-assessment-for-your-environmental-permit 

Referenced document ‘V005-10 Environmental risk assessment for variation’, does not include an ‘Accident risk’ 
Assessment. You must do a risk assessment if you want to apply for or change (vary) a bespoke permit, Identify risk 
of accidents to include but not necessarily limited to the new HCL tank. 

Examples of possible accidents include: 

 transferring substances, for example loading or unloading vessels 
 overfilling vessels 

 plant or equipment failure, for example over pressurised vessels and pipework, blocked drains, fire and 
contaminated water used to fight the fire escaping into the local watercourse or ground 

 releasing an effluent before checking its composition 

 vandalism 

 flooding 

 inadequate bunding around tanks 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/risk-assessments-for-your-environmental-permit 
 

Provide details of the design/construction specification of the new HCL tank including secondary 
containment measures. 
Pollution prevention for businesses - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
Prevent groundwater pollution from solvents - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 

 

2) Response to question 3a, Form EPC: Application for an environmental permit – Part C3 varying a bespoke
installation permit is inadequate.  
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 Provide a comprehensive review of your application proposals against the beast available techniques (BAT) 
conclusion requirements (including any relevant BAT associated emission levels (BAT-AELS) and monitoring 
requirements) set out in Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2019/2031 relevant for your installation, 
which shows how your operating techniques ensure that the relevant BAT conclusion requirements will be 
met. Where you consider a BAT conclusion is not relevant to your installation please include a statement 
noting this in your response with a justification. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/best-available-techniques-environmental-permits 
 

3) Response to question 3c, Form EPC: Application for an environmental permit – Part C3 - varying a bespoke 
installation permit is inadequate: 

 

 Provide a raw materials (Chemicals) inventory for the Installation, including the use of the raw material and 
any main hazards (include safety data sheets where applicable) to include boiler protection chemicals etc.  

It is unclear from the raw materials inventory supplied with the application if this is a complete list, a number of raw 
materials appear to be missing including but not limited to RO antiscalants/cleaning agents and boiler corrosion 
protection chemicals? 

4) Response to question 3d, Form EPC: Application for an environmental permit – Part C3 varying a bespoke
installation permit is inadequate: 
 

 Provide a summary of the changes you are making to the EMS you have in place, as a 
direct result of the variation proposals.  
 

You must review and update your management system: 

 when you make changes to your site, operations or equipment that affect the activities covered by your 
permit, for example if you install a new boiler 

 whenever you apply to change (‘vary’) your permit 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/develop-a-management-system-environmental-permits 
 

 

5) Response to question 3a, Form EPC: Application for an environmental permit – Part F1 Charges and 
declarations is incorrect. 

 
 

 The application fee calculation (Table 2) and payment made is incorrect. The correct variation application
charge is £24,684 plus and additional £779.00 Habitats assessment bringing the total application fee to 
£25,463. An application fee of £12,585.00 has already been made leaving a shortfall of £12,878 to be paid. 

 
o The increase in throughput for the 6.8 A(1) (d) (ii)  food and drink production activity is a substantial

variation charge in its own right, as the increase substantially exceeds the EPR daily threshold of 300
tonnes per day (£12,585.00) 

o The increase in throughput to the ETP 5.4 Part A(1) (a) (ii) physico chemical activity constitutes an 
additional substantial variation charge in its own right, as the increase substantially exceeds the EPR
daily threshold of 50 tonnes per day (£12,099.00) 

o There are protected sites within screening distance, a habitats assessment will need to be made by 
the Environment Agency (£779.00) 

 
Environmental permitting charges guidance - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 

Application Forms General 
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Form EPC: Application for an environmental permit – Part C2 varying a bespoke installation permit 

 

 Section 2 - Table 1 – Changes to existing activities, incomplete. 
 Section 3d Management systems – summary of updated Mgt. system missing.  
 Section 6 environmental risk assessment, referenced document incomplete. 

 
Form EPC: Application for an environmental permit – Part C3 - varying a bespoke installation permit 

 Table 1a - Types of activity incomplete, does not include 5.4 activity. 
 Table 2 – Emissions incomplete, effluent treatment plants or other transfers off site to sewer 

not completed. 
 Section 3a - Table 3 – Technical standards incomplete does not include BREF technical 

guidance, relevant BATc Reference document and associated BATC review document. 
 Section 3c - Table 5 - Types and amounts of raw materials used for production appears 

incomplete? 
 Section 4a Incomplete (Reference Table 2) 
 Section 6a not completed. 
 Section 6b not completed. 
 Section 6e not completed 

 
Form EPC: Application for an environmental permit – Part F1 Charges and declarations 

 Section 1 - Table 2 charges, calculations incorrect. 

 Section 2 – Payment continued, fee paid incorrect.  

 
Please send the information, quoting the above application reference, to: 

Email address: psc@environment-agency.gov.uk  

Postal address: 
Regulated Industry Team, Permitting Support, NPS Sheffield 
Quadrant 2 
99 Parkway Avenue 
Parkway Business Park 
Sheffield 
S9 4WF 
 
Please send the information and payment within 10 working days of this letter 01/11/2021. Details of how 
to pay are given in Part F of the application form.   
 
If we do not receive the information and payment within 10 working days we will return your application. 
01/11/2021 
 
If we do receive the requested information and payment within 10 working days, we’ll continue to check 
your application. We’ll check to see if there’s enough information for the application to be ‘duly made’. Duly 
made means that we have all the information we need to begin determination. Determination is where we 
assess your application and decide if we can allow what you’ve asked for.  
 
We’ll let you know by letter whether your application can be duly made. If it can’t be duly made, we’ll return 
your application to you. 
 
If we do have to return your application we’ll send you a partial refund of your application payment. We’ll 
retain 20% of the application charge to cover our costs in reviewing your application and requesting 
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information. This maximum amount we’ll retain is capped at £1,500. Further information on charging can be
found at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permitting-ep-charges-scheme 
 
If you have any questions please phone Adam Lunn on email adam.lunn@environment-agency.gov.uk  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Tchale Lymer  
Permit Support Advisor 
Permitting and Support Centre 
 
Land Team (Waste, Installation & Deployment) 
Environment Agency 
99 Parkway Avenue 
Parkway Business Park 
Sheffield 
S9 4WF 
 
02030253898      
 
Our web content has moved to www.gov.uk/environment‐agency 
 
Help us to improve our service and complete our customer survey  ‐ 
http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/NPScustomer/ 
 
 

 
 
 


