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1. INTRODUCTION  
1.1. Background  

1.1.1. Dartmouth Global Trading Co. Ltd (the Applicant) is an experienced and leading operator in the 
processing of metals derived from the processing of Incinerator Bottom Ash (IBA). 

1.1.2. The Applicant currently operates a facility at Woodside Works Dudley off Narrowboat Way, Dudley, 
DY5 1UF. The environmental permit reference is EPR/ DB3306GM. 

1.1.3. The Operator is now applying for a waste operations environmental permit to process ferrous and 
non-ferrous metals, the majority of wastes processed on site will be from material received from the 
IBA processing facilities.  

1.1.4. The new facility is a roughly rectangular-shaped parcel of land approximately 0.7 hectares in size, 
which is located in an industrial area to the south-west of Dudley. The site is centred at Ordnance 
Survey Grid Reference SO 9295 8788. The new facility will be known as DGT Metal Recycling Facility, 
Brewins Way, located off narrowboat Way, Dudley. 

1.1.5. The Applicant has received planning permission for the facility from Dudley Metropolitan Borough 
Council.  The presence of potential ecological receptors has been assessed through a Preliminary 
Ecological Appraisal, prepared by Middlemarch Environmental Ltd report reference RT-MME-
130929 2019, associated document DGT BW6e. 

1.1.6. As part of the permit application process a Nature and Heritage Conservation Screening Report has 
also been requested from the Environment Agency (EA), associated document DGT BW13a. 

1.1.7. The Site Drainage arrangements are presented on the Site Layout – Drainage Layout Plan as 
associated document DGT BW02c. The site will only discharge to sewer for both foul and surface 
water.  

1.2. Objectives 

1.2.1. This report aims to assess the findings of the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal and Nature and 
Heritage Conservation Screen to identify any potential impacts to local sensitive receptors.    The 
need for any mitigation measures will be identified, together with any measures that will be put in 
place to be implemented as part of the requirements of the environmental permit for the site. 
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2. METHODS 
2.1. Desk Study 

2.1.1. This report represents a desk study of available ecological information for the site, including a 50m 
buffer around the boundary, together with nature and heritage records as screened by the EA for an 
area up to 2km distant from the site. 

2.1.2. The primary aspects of this assessment are to consider the following: 

• The potential for dust generation and its management to minimise impact to identified 
receptors; 

• The need to manage any surface water runoff from the site. 

2.1.3. This desk study does not represent an exhaustive list of ecological information for the site and its 
surrounds, but it provides a basis for identifying the key sensitive receptors within 2km of the 
boundary.  The desk study information will be used to inform and correctly target the appropriate 
mitigation measures within the site’s environmental management system. A Preliminary Ecological 
Appraisal, prepared by Middlemarch Environmental Ltd provides further details (Associated 
Document DGT BW6e).  

 

 



 

DGT BW13 Nature and Heritage Conservation Assessment 3 
 

H&C Consultancy Ltd Dartmouth Global Trading Co. Ltd   

3. RESULTS 
3.1. Nature and Heritage Conservation Screening 

3.1.1. The Nature and Heritage Conservation Screening undertaken by the EA identified the following 
sites within 2km of the proposed facility. The EA screening report is presented as associated 
document DGT BW13a: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3.2. Ecological Appraisal 

3.2.1. The Ecological Appraisal carried out by Middlemarch Environmental Ltd identified the following sites 
within 2km of the proposed facility: 
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3.2.2. The Phase 1 habitat survey was carried out on 14th August 2019.  The site had been cleared of 
some previous vegetation, although some remained.  The Ecological Appraisal provides the full the 
results of the Survey.  

3.2.3. The following habitat types were recorded on site during the field survey: 

• Bare ground; 

• Dense scrub; 

• Fence; 

• Scattered broad-leaf trees; and, 

• Scattered scrub. 

3.2.4. Ecological constraints to the proposed facility are reported to be very limited. 
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4. EVALUATION 
4.1. General  

4.1.1. This evaluation focusses on the assessment of potential impacts associated with the key ecological 
features that were highlighted in the Nature and Heritage Conservation Screen, associated 
document DGT BW13a. 

4.2. Fens Pools and Brewin's Canal Section, Fens Pools & Doulton's Claypit 

4.2.1. Fens Pools Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Local 
Nature Reserve (LNR) and Site of Importance for Nature Conservation in England (SINC) is located 
960 m northwest of the proposed facility. The site also falls within two SSSI Impact Risk Zones for 
this site and falls within the water supply risk category (please see Associated Document DGT 
BW6e for more details).  

4.2.2. Given the built-up nature of the intervening habitat between the conservation site and the proposed 
facility, the risk of direct impacts on the conservation site is considered low. However, indirect 
impacts upon this conservation site have also been assessed and it is considered that the extensive 
control measures at the site integrated into the operational methods of the proposed facility will 
provide significant mitigation against any indirect impacts.  

4.2.3. Details of potential fugitive emissions and their management are given in the Emissions (Dust) 
Management Plan provided with the application (DGT BW10a).  

4.2.4. In accordance with best practice guidance relating to lighting and biodiversity (Miles et al,2018; 
Gunnell et al, 2012), any new lighting will be carefully designed to minimise potential disturbance 
and fragmentation impacts on sensitive receptors, such as bat species. Examples of good practice 
include: 

• Using modern LED fittings rather than metal halide or sodium fittings, as modern LEDs emit 
negligible UV radiation. 

• The use of directional lighting to reduce light spill, e.g. by installing bespoke fittings or using 
hoods or shields. For example, downlighting can be used to illuminate features such as 
footpaths whilst reducing the horizontal and vertical spill of light. 

• Any use of bollard lighting will be designed to reduce horizontal light spill. 

• Implementing controls to ensure lighting is only active when needed, e.g. the use of timers 
or motion sensors. 

• Use of floor surface materials with low reflective quality. This will ensure that bats using the 
site and surrounding area are not affected by reflected illumination.  

4.3. Dudley No. 1 Canal SLINC 

4.3.1. The nearest local sensitive receptor is the Dudley No. 1 Canal SLINC (non-statutory site), located 
100m north of the site. This site is separated from the proposed facility by industrial buildings as 
well as a large area of hardstanding habitat. If appropriate pollution prevention measures are 
adopted as is set out in the permit application documents and supported by a fully integrated 
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Environmental Management System, it is unlikely that the proposed facility will have any adverse 
impacts upon this conservation site.  

4.3.2. The remaining conservation sites are located 310 m or more away from the proposed facility. Due to 
the industrial context of the site, the lack of connectivity and the distance between these remaining 
conservation sites and the proposed facility, it is unlikely that the development will impact upon non-
statutory designated sites. Therefore, non-statutory sites are not a notable consideration in relation 
to the proposed development. 

4.3.3. The site’s Emissions (Dust) Management Plan will ensure that dust generation is minimised, and 
any potential impacts are mitigated. 

4.4. Discharge of Surface Water 

4.4.1. The site’s Surface water and foul water will be directed to a controlled discharge regulated by 
Severn Trent Water and as such the potential for run off to impact on the surrounding hydrological 
regime has been minmised.  
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5. WATER FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE 
5.1. Sustainable Urban Drainage System  

5.1.1. Any plan or project within the European Union must adhere to the requirements of the Water 
Framework Directive.  The development of the site must adhere to regulations and targets set out 
by EA River Basin Management Plans.  The implementation of a Sustainable Urban Drainage 
System (SUDS) as approved by the relevant local Planning Authority should address this 
requirement. The drainage strategy has been provided as associated document DGT BW02 Site 
Plan – Drainage Layout.  

5.1.2. The site will include a discharge of run off only to sewer and as such the impacts to local receiving 
waters is controlled and regulated through a discharge consent issued by Severn Trent Water.  
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6. CONCLUSION 
6.1. Conclusions   

6.1.1. The site has been considered in relation to the following: 

• Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (2010); 
• Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2010; 
• Environment Act 1995 Section 7 (1); and 
• Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (NERC), 2006 Section 40. 

6.1.2. The site itself has limited potential to support wildlife, the surface having been stripped and made 
ready for development consisting of a fully concreted sealed containment surface.    

6.1.3. The nearest local sensitive receptor is the Dudley No. 1 Canal SLINC (non-statutory site), located 
100 m north of the site. This site is separated from the proposed facility by industrial buildings as 
well as a large area of hardstanding habitat. If appropriate pollution prevention measures are 
adopted as is set out in the permit application documents and supported by a fully integrated 
Environmental Management System, it is unlikely that the proposed facility will have any adverse 
impacts upon this conservation site.  

6.1.4. Statutory receptors (SAC/SSSI) are considered to be too distant given the intervening industrial 
development for the facility to have any significant impact.  Mitigation measures implemented to 
support the environmental permit will further ensure that these sites remain unaffected by the 
proposed facility.  

6.1.5. A drainage strategy for the site together with a regulated discharge to sewer will mitigate any 
potential impacts from site drainage into the wider hydrological environment. 
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